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PREFACE. 



The following work wjis commenced with 
the intention of writing one or two brief sketches 
descriptive of Life at the West. And until some 
hundred and fifty pages were written, I never 
contemplated the possibility of extending them 
to a volume. At that point, I was so far from 
having said all I felt, that I very willingly re- 
signed myself to the current of my feelings and 
wrote on. 

To those who read the volume first, and after- 
ward, in some idle moment, turn back to the 
preface, I ne^d not say that I have been impelled 
in every step by love of my theme. That will 
have been apparent enough to them, without 
any such declaration. I have loved the West, 
and it still claims my preference over all other 
portions of the earth. Its magnitude, its fertili- 
ty, the kindliness of its climate, the variety and 
excellence ojf its productions are unrivaled in 
our own country, if not on the globe. 

In these characteristics, it presents itself to 
my mind in the light of a strong and generous 
parent, whose arms are spread to extend pro- 
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iv PREFACE. 

tection, happiness, and life to throngs who seek 
them from other and less friendly climes. Set- 
ting a high value upon these resources, I rejoice 
to hear of emigration to the country possessing 
them — ^not alone because those who go will 
find there abundance for the supply of their 
natural wants, but because the influences with 
which it will address their spiritual natures are 
purifying, ennobling, and elevating. If nature 
ever taught a lesscm which the endwarfed, de- 
based mind of man could study with profit, it is 
in these regions of her benignest dispensations. 
The burden of her teaching here, is too palpa- 
ble to be wholly rejected by any. Even vulgar 
minds do not altogether escape its influence. 
Their perceptions become more vivid, their de- 
sires more exalted, their feelings purer, and all 
their intellectual action more expanded. 

The magnifioence, freedom, and beauty of the 
country form, as it were, a common element, in 
which all varieties of character, education, and 
prejudice are resolved into simple and harmo- 
nious relation. Living near to nature, artificial 
distinctions lose much of their force. Human- 
ity is valued mainly for its intrinsic worth — ^not 
for its appurtenances or outward belongings. 

It must not be forgotten, however, that a 
large class of minds have no adaptation to the 
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conditions of life in the West This is more 
especially true of my own sex. Very many 
ladies are so unfortunate as to have had their 
minds thoroughly distorted from all true and 
natural modes of action by an artificial and per- 
nicious course of education, or the influence of 
a false social position. They cannot endure the 
sudden and comjJete transition which is forced 
upon them by emigration to the West Hence 
a class may always be found w1m> dislike the 
country ; who see and feel only its disadvan- 
tages ; who endure the self-denial it imposes 
without enjoying any of the freedom it confers ; 
who suffer the loss of artificial luxuries, but 
never appreciate what is offered in exchange 
for them. Persons so constituted ought never 
to entertain for a moment the project of emi- 
gration. They destroy their own happiness, 
and materially diminish that of others. Their 
discontent and pining are tolerated with much 
impatience, because those who do not sympa- 
thize with them, see so much to enjoy and so 
little to endure, that their griefs command little 
or no respect. 

i had no such experience, for I loved the 

country, and when compelled to return to the 

crowded and dusty marts of the East, I did so 

with mhny and deep regrets ; and these still 

a2 
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linger and mingle largely with the emotions of 
my hfe. The writing of these sketches has, 
therefore^ been a labor of love. While engaged 
upon them, I have Uved again in the land of 
my heart. I have seen the grasses wave« and 
felt the winds, and listened to the birds, and 
watched the springing flowers, and exulted in 
something of the old sense of freedom which 
these conferred upon me. Visions, prophetic of 
the glory and greatness which are to be devel- 
oped here, have dwelt in my mind and exalted 
it above the narrow personal cares of life. 

It is the enjoyment afforded by this kind of 
emancipation which so endears the Western 
country to those who have resided in it. It 
steals upon the hesirt like what it is, the very 
witchery of nature ; so that those who are sus- 
ceptible to it, feel the charm but not the incon- 
venience through which it is invoked. Such 
persons delight in the perfection and beauty of 
the natural, and these suffice them. 

After what has been said, it would be super- 
fluous to add that of this latter class I am an 
humble member ; that no deprivation or suffer- 
ing incident to the country could sever my 
attachment to it, and that any portraiture of 
its life which I should draw would, therefore, 
abound in gay and cheerful colors. The som- 
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bre tints would not dw^U in my heart, and I 
cannot reproduce them. This may make my 
picture appear to be a partial one, but to me 
and those who are of like spirit it will be honest 
Conscious of the intent to make it so, I shall 
dismiss it without care in that regard^ and leave 
it to tell its own story of the great and generous 
land whose name it bears. 



E. W. F. 



MouiTT Pleasant, N. Y. 
Marchy 1846. 
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LIFE IN THE PRAIRIE LAND. 



CHAPTER I. 

On the morning of one of the last days of Aprils 
18 — , there was a small party of persons collected 
in the cabin of a steamboat which had just arriyed 
at St. Louis from Louisville, discussing some topic 
which seemed to possess for them an engrossmg 
interest. This party consisted of six persons, 
four ladies and two gentlemen, all evidently trav- 
elers. The question was how and when they 
should prosecute the remainder of their voyage up 
the principal eastern tributary which the rather of 
waters receives above the Ohio. One of the 
gentlemen had explored the forest of steamboats 
which crowded the whaif of this growing city, 
and reported that there was but one advertised 
'' For die Illinois this evening, without fail," that 
he could not get on board of her, but thought her 
appearance extremely unpromising. It was near 
the close of the week, and as the other gentleman 
was a clergyman, and he and his party had more- 
over no dear friends from whom they had been 
separated seven long years, awaiting their arrival, 
they concluded to stop till the succeeding one. 
They accordingly went on shore, and the writer 
and her companion set out, accompanied by a 
cartman and sundry trunks, chesH^ et cet., to find 
the degant, /ast-saUing, high-pressure boat that 
was going '' up the Illinois this evening, without 
fail." 

B 
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We had traveled far enough on the western 
waters already, to have learned that the "this even- 
ing" of the bills might possibly be adjourned twenty- 
foiy or even thirty-six hours ; but faith is no less 
requisite on western steamboats than elsewhere, and 
summoning all ours, we embarked ourselves and owo 
baggage onboard the " Banner." We soon found the 
faith which led us on board was a mere rush-light 
to that necessary to keep us there. If steamboats 
had been running on the Illinois at the time when 
Noah explored the summit of Ararat, one would 
have affirmed that this very " Banner" wa$ the 
pionfeer of that period. But there is a story to be 
told, by-and-by, of the first craft of this kind that 
ever went up the Illinois, and its effect on the set- 
tlers, which unfortunately conflicts with this suppo- 
sition, and drives the antiquarian to a period 
comparatively modem, is that which gave birth 
to the Banner. She was not a very large boat, 
but what she wanted in size was amply com- 
pensated in filth. One flight of stairs between 
the cabins was carpeted, and sundry small patches 
Still remained on the floor of that in which we ate, 
being too firmly fastened by mingled grease and 
clay to be easily removed. It is not perhaps gen- 
erally known, that these articles, properly com- 
pounded, make a paste 'which is quite firm and 
nearly insoluble in cold water. I mention it for 
the benefit of the unenlightened, and can bear 
ample testimony to its virtues, having seen them 
repeatedly demonstrated, in various ways at the 
west. The floors were broken, the stairs dilapi- 
dated ; there was no linen for the berths, the hurri- 
cane deck leaked, and its edge was hung with deli- 
cate filaments of tar, which the warmth of the sun 
often drew to an inconvenient length and sometimes 
•quite severed, irrespective of the welfare of those 
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passing beneath. The waste of steam was so great 
that the wheels effected only about four revolutions 
a minute, and the boat had a strange habit which I 
could not then fully comprehend, but which has sinpe 
been satisfactorily explained by a scientific friend, of 
occasionally running twice or thrice her length with 
considerable rapidity, and then suddenly lurching 
so as throw every thing to the larboard. She av- 
eraged five of these spasms a day. There was a 
one-handed chambermaid on board, a one-eyed 
cook, and a three-fingered boy to wait at table. 
But all these imperfections were more than com- 
pensated by the exquisite finish and perfection of 
the captain. He was a soft-voiced, red-haired 
gentleman, in white silk hose, and French pumps, 
umbrageous ruffles, and a light satin cravat; who 
had strangely enough been transferred fi:<»n his 
natural profession of lounging in the Broadway of 
Bome western town, to the command of this ante- 
diluvian piece of water craft. One could draw his 
portrait this day, by adding a thatch of red bristles 
over the mouth, and substituting for the silken hose 
gaiters of the neatest fit and finish. On deck he 
wdre lemon-colored gloves. The first polish of 
the laundress was taken off his snowy linen panta- 
loons when I first saw him, and the plaits of his 
ruffle had relaxed a little from their precise an- 
gles, but the satin cravat, the pumps and hose, 
were unexceptionable. He walked with a min- 
cing, uneasy gait through the little hall which led 
to the ladies' cabin, and presented himself before 
my astonished eyes— one delicate glove drawn on, 
and the other straightened in his hand — with a bow 
that would have graced the drawing-room of St. 
James. 

" It's a ver-ry-warm day, miss." I looked my 
astonishment, and was about informing him that 
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tke gmitlemen's cabin was in some other pait of 
the boat, when he laid his white hand on one of 
the filthy chairs and placing it near the door« seated 
himself upon it with such an at-home so2^ of air, 
looking at the same time so familiar with the filth ' 
and disorder about, that 1 felt convinced he must 
be a part of the establishment. He must either 
be the captain or clerk, for the cook is black, 
and none of the hands would dare undertake a 
prank of this kind* These thoughts passed rapidly 
through my mind, while the object of them was 
adjusting his cravat, arranging his hair, and passing 
his csunbric handkerchief slowly over his moist 
forehead, so that, notwithstanding my deliberation, 
I replied, before he was entirely prepared to con- 
tinue the conversation, that so ^ as the tempera- 
ture was concerned, I was happy to be able to 
coincide with him. 

" You are going up the Illinois, miss V* 

" I am delighted with your sagacity, sir," I re- 
plied ; " that forms a part of my present expectation." 
'i^ " Have you ever been up V 

" Never, sir." 

" Then you have a delightful trip before you." 

" I admire your taste," I replied, glancing at the 
naked floor, the mutilated chairs, and the greasy 
berths. 

" How fai* up do you go, miss 1" 

" I am not informed, sir, as to the exact distance.** 

" You have recently arrived in this region, I 
presume?" 

" I have, sir." 

" I shall have great pleasure in carrying so i»- 
tettigibleo, young lady mto the coimtry." 

" You flatter me." 

" O no, miss, I bejieve I speak truth." 

" Your sagacity, sir is beyond praise," 
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Before he had time to reply, a young chap in a 
red calico shirt, with a- face dirtier than I can de- 
scribe, presented himself at the door and bawled 
©Drt, " Gappen, please to come hyur* John's dead 
done with whiskey, the new ingineer's gon« off 
on a spree, and th* ain't nobody to keep the fire 
up." Hereupon the "cappen" tdse and departed, 
with a pompous solicitation that I would excuse 
his absence. 

He had been gone but a very few moments when 
the one-handed chambermaid entered, directing 
in a raw Hooshier girl who had been oxir fellow 
passenger from Louisville. Poor child I even her 
eyes, trained as they were to rude sights, looked 
astonished at the poverty and filth about her. I 
did not wonder that she started with an exclama- 
tion of delight and said, '* I'm right glad to see 
you !" though we had never exchanged a word be- 
fore. She was a tall, dark featured person, with 
a head of fine black hair that flowed to her feet 
when^the horn comb was withdrawn fix)m it. Her 
stature was large, her hands and feet proportion a- 
bly so. She was accompanied by a man whose re- 
lation to her had excited a good deal of speculation 
among us. He was several years her senior ; had 
lost three of his front teeth, wore a red flannel shirt 
with a standing collar of the same, supported by a 
cotton pocket-handkerchief, a fur cap, and the 
thickest of all possible boots, the tops of which 
were just invaded by the bottoms of a pair of jean 
pantaloons. His attentions to his traveling com- 
panion were so peculiar that we had been in a de- 
lightful state of uncertainty all the way as to what 

* It is difficult to convey by any written combination of letters 
the sound of this word as uttered by the natives of these regrionsw 
It is more like yf<r preceded by h sharply aspirated, than any- 
thing else to which lean liken it. 
2 B2 
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ihiB relation cotdd be. They were authoritative 
enough for those of a father, but then their age 
forbade the supposition. He might have been an 
uncle, but she never called him so; possibly a 
cousk), but no woman ever so prized the attention 
of a mere cousin. He could scarcely have been a 
brother, because there was not the faintest resem- 
blance between them. What then could he be 1 
We had examined and rejected every supposition 
but that of his being her husband; but nobody 
would listen to that, because supported by no prob- 
abilities. The riddle was turned over to me for 
solution. It cannot be wondered at, that in such des- 
perate circumstances, I looked upon their entrance 
as quite a providence, and reciprocated the self- 
gratulation expressed by my fellow-paflsenger. 

She seated herself on one chair, deposited her 
bundle on another, and, laughing the while, ex- 
claimed, " This hyur boat ain't set out so smart by 
a heap as t'other. I 'lowed we shouldn't have such 
a fine place to be in' all the way." 

" Why," said I, " had you been told that the boats 
up the Illinois were so poorly furnished 1" 

"No, I never heerii nothin about 'em, but 'tain't 
in natur to have such carpets, and cheers, and 
glasses everywhere ; it costs a heap to have 'em. " 

Poor child ! the splendors of a comfortable cabin 
had been to her like the i^ow of regal magnificence 
to a peasant ; and she could say with poor Hinda, 
though not in language so sentimental, " I knew, I 
knew it could not laat !" 

In a few minutes her companion made his ap* 
pearance, and announced that he had toted the 
plunder aboard, and as the boat wa'n't goin to start 
till after night, he was goin up to see the place. 
He gave her no invitation to accompany him, nor 
did the seem to expect it. I did not wish to broach 
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tie queBtion at once, so we had a &w words on in- 
different topics, till Hal (I believe I have forgotten 
to say that my traveling companion bore that con* 
yenient soubriquet) entered and asked me if I 
would like to stroll an hour or two over the west- 
ern city. 

**Most gladly," I replied j "a wilderness and 
motion were preferable to this tedious place." 

" Have you seen the captain V* was his next ques- 
tion. 

" Yes, he has paid his respects formally." 

"Well, he's a character, isn't he, to finish off* 
Buch a boat as this 1 but we'll have some fim out 
of him before we part." 

We sallied forth, and my heart really ached as I 
lefl; the solitary girl sitting there, robbed of aQ the 
splendor that had so delighted her senses for the last 
few days, and alone. She looked sad, and I made 
an interrogative sign to Hal about asking her to ac- 
company us, with all the oddities of her person and 
apparel, but he shook his head. When we were 
out, I asked why he had refused my request. 

" Why," said he, " Mr. Red-flannel may prefer 
to escort his-wife himself, and his preference might 
be expressed rather strongly jf he found me doing 
it without his consent. We don't know how these 
Hooshiers wiH receive any civilities to which they 
are not accustomed; a^d you have heard enough 
of the modes in whidi they express their displea- 
sure, to be aware that it is no slight thinff to awa- 
ken it. You see that clump of trees yonder in the 
skirt of the city?" 

" Yes, but what have they to do with the resent- 
ment of insult or wrong V* 

"Much. There is a heap of ashes under one 
of them with whic^ this pleasant wind is play- 
ing, as if they were not the most revolting ob- 
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ject that could be found on the face of this re- 
pubHc." 

"And what, pray, renders them such? Your 
face tells a tale of horror." 

" And well it may; for last night, only last night, 
a man, an unfortunate and guilty one it may be, 
but still a man, and a citizen of this proud state, 
was tied to that tree and burned alive !" 

" Merciful heaven, it cannot be !" 

** Yes, it is even so, and a crowd of people were 
gathered around to witness the fearful spectacle." 

" And was there no heart during all tnat period 
of agony to relent and turn the tide of fury into 
pity and tenderness] A word uttered in the spirit 
of human love must have done it, methinks, and 
made the most violent ready to bear their suffering 
victim away in their arms." 

" It remained unspoken, then ; for the danming 
fact is recorded on earth as well as in Heaven." 

" It surely must blast the peace of every person 
who had any knowledge of it and did not interpose 
to prevent it. But what was his offence? Surely 
it must have been very aggravated to have awa- 
kened such awful vengeance." 

"I have not learned the precise circumstances, 
but rumor (and that from those who approved,' or 
at least suffered the disgraceful event to take place, 
would, we may suppose, attribute to him his full 
measure of iniquity) says that he had led a despe- 
rate sort of life on the river and in its vicinity. 
His final offence was stabbing an officer who at- 
tempted to arrest him for some recent crime." 

"Did the wound produce instant death?" 

" No. I believe tie man is still living, or at least 
survived some hours. I have understood that he 
was very much esteemed, and had a family of small 
children. But these are less than feather weights 
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in the scale that will balance the guilt of his mur- 
derers." . 

" These things are awful truly, and disgraceful 
too, if we consider the boasted supremd^cy and 
efficiency of our laws. I trust the like does not 
occur so often that the city is not agitated by it." 

" No, such extreme casesdo not ; but this is only 
an extreme one of a class of pul^c offences that 
axe frequent here. Individual or associated feel- 
ing oflen assumes the prerogative of law in the 
infliction of lesser punishment^." 

" Well, it is not perhaps, on reflection, so extra- 
ordinary as it seems at first sight to us. We come 
' from a region comparatively old, where time has 
defined right and interest, and developed more fully 
the power of law, and established rules of action. 
Here all is new. Passion may break forth and do 
its fatal misdeeds, before the slower majesty of law 
is perceived by the turbulent actors to be sufficient 
fpr their purposes. Such scenes must exhibit 
clearly to every reflecting mind the necessity of 
framing in our seasons of entire self-possession 
rules by which we will abide when these have 
passed away. Fanatical liberalists may term them 
shackles to restrain our future freedom, but I 
would that every one of such might stand beside 
that funeral dust. Before the awful truth taught 
there, his ravings for large liberty would shrink 
into tiieir true insignificance." 

** But if such lessons are ndt learned from the 
pages of history, black vnth the records of fouler 
violence than diis, how shall the shallow minds 
which reject them there, imbibe them here V 

'* True : but we are wandering fer, and your 
horrible recital has been so painful that I am less 
disposed to walk than before I beard it. Let ua 
return." 
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CHAPTER II. 

On reaching the wharf, we found things wearing 
a very busy appearance. The engine was wheez- 
ing hke an asthmatic, some rough-looking men 
were toting plunder on board, the captain stood 
upon the guard with both gloves drawn on and but- 
toned, the hands were moving about as if intent on 
business, and things began to wear quite the as- 
pect of departure. This was encouraging. 

" Will you start to-night, captain f ' said llal. 

** Certainly, sir," taking out his repeater. " Ring 
the bell. Jack. That's our first bell ; we shall be 
off in an hour." 

"Really," said I, as we waDted up the street, 
" this affair has some creditable pointij, its punctu- 
ality for instance." 

" Yes, you'll learn the value of that when our 
friends who wait here till Monday pass , us half- 
way up the Illinois." 

" Now out upon your croaking, and let's put. a 
cheerful face on the attempt, since we have made 
it." 

The hour extended from one o'clock to six. We 
left the wharf just as the sun was setting, and if 
the reader escapes a common-place description of 
spires gilded by his last rays, of windows blazing 
with crimson and golden light, of trees shaking 
their small foliage in the evening wind, and of the 
dying hum of the city, stealing feinter and fainter 
on our ears as the muddy waters parted slowly 
before our prow, he may thank the Banner and her 
peerless captain. Either were sufficient to have 
put to flight the sentimentality of a legion of 
school-misses, — ^both together quite routed mine ; 
not to mention our red-flanneled Hooshier, or his 
long-haired bride. Everything about me Was so 
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llhoTouglily uncomfortable, that I felt no dispo- 
sition to rest in any anticipation short of that 
which pictured the home and faces ^we so longed 
to see. Three days of this dismal journeying 
were reported to lie between us and them, and it 
required under such circumstances some heroism 
in man or woman to look forward through their 
tedious length. v 

I was fatigued, and requested the chambermaid , 
to prepare my berth as early as possible. Shp 
offered me a very disinterested piece of advice in 
reference to it, which I shall giye here for the ben^ 
efit of such as may be similarly situated, without 
the like kindness to direct their choice. It was, 
tiiat I had better aiJ)andonthe little pen, otherwise 
state-room, whidi I had chosen beside the cabin, 
and take my berth in tho latter apartment, " 'Kase,'* 
to use her OMm elegant language, " the bugs ain't a 
touch in hyur to what they be in y<^nder." Hefe 
was another volume of misery opened to my already 
oppressed senses. Seeing my ccmstemation, she 
added, "O, you needn*t dread *em so powerful; I 
broomed the berths to-day, and shook the 'trasses, 
60 they won't be so mighty bad." ^ 

" Make my berth where you think l^est," I said. 

•♦There ain't no clean sheets, but I can tear off 
a pair, and you can sleep in 'em, you know, if they 
ain't hemmed, and I'll give you my pillow." 

" Noj thank you," I replied ; " jufit l»ar off a third 
sheet, and I'll make a pillow-case of it for myself" 

At last the berth was prepared, aod the vermin 
made a night of it. They had evidently not been 
treated for some time, and brought vigorous appe- 
tites to my reception, v After a contest, of four or 
five hours, I was fain to yield possession to them. 
Making such limited aWution as the place allowed, 
I dressed myself and sat down on tli^ st^ra of the 
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boat to wait the coming day, aocl speculate on tlie 
distance we had made. When the light came lip 
over the heavy forest which clothed the eastern 
bank of the river, I saw that the waters were still 
muddy, and knew, therefore, that we could not have 
passed the mouth of the 'Missouri. Nine hours' 
running had brought us twenty-two miles! — a 
dismal augury for the 240 that yet remained. As 
the daylight gained, I saw that the current under 
the eastern shore was dark and clear, and a few 
minutes after the scattered town of Alton began to 
peer up from among its beautiful bluffs, just touched 
with the first tender hue of spring. 

And now the waters widened on the west, and 
opened up inland a broad, eddying, plunging sea 
of mud. On the spine of a sand-bar which was 
just visible between the two. streams, the currents 
met, and the waters of the Missouri rose into a 
circling wave which toppled an instant and ran on, 
eager to mingle with the purer element that glit- 
tered and danced beyond. But the Mississippi, 
as if disdaining the foul alliance thus'tumultuously 
sought, stole angrily away beneath the dark forest 
on flie opposite shore, and preserved her identity 
alonff way down, in a harrow transparent vein, 
growing more slender, till at length its bed wad 
wholly usurped by the muddy monster. 

This, then, was the junctioti of these two streams ! 
The point where the mighty son of the mountains 
meets the clear-eyed daughter of the lakes — majes- 
tic union of powers whose feeble birth is in the 
deep wilderness and the untrodden solitude, whose 
maturity makes the ocean tremble. Nothing could 
be more impressive. When the child's geography 
had first been piit in my hands, I read of these 
great rivers and put my feebje powers to their 
utmost t^k to conceive Uiem. I had followed the 
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insignificant red and green lines "^^hich represent 

them, and explored the echoing mountains whence 

one plunges to. the plain below, and the gushing 

spriiigs and softly chiming lakes whence the other 

rises and winds ; tiU fancy, wearied with the eflfort, 

drooped' her pinion, and left me on the rough bench 

in the little brown school-house, sick and disgusted 

with the narrowness and coarseness of the world 

to which I was confined. I had taken the eagle's 

wing, and, perched upon the mountain pine, had 

seen the little rivulets 

"leap and gush 

O'er channeled rock and broken bush,^ 

bending towards each other, and swelling as they 
united, till their march became resistless. I had 
followed them where the dim wood and towering 
cliff reechoed to their tread, and where they cut the 
verdant bosom of the sunny plain like threads of 
molten silver. Vast, illimitable journey 1 And here, 
beneath my eye, these messengers fi:om the unvexed 
solitudes, tibousands of miles away, met and pursued 
their path together. It seemed like a union of 
strength to thread the more dangerous territory in-> 
habited by man. Both streaiSis at this time were 
swollen to their fullest capacities by the spring 
floods. The gigantic Missouri poured out his 
turbid waters with a force that made his feeble 
neighbor recoil and leave a chasm between the 
transverse muddy wall, and the clear dark stream 
that glided timidly by on the other side. 

While I w^ contemplating this scene, wrapt in 
silence, a little window close beside me opened, and 
a hand was thrust forth which I immediately recog- 
nized to be the solitary member belonging to the 
body of our chambermaid. She drew back with a 
scream, and an exclamation not of the most feminine 
character ; but the next moment her eyes relieved 
C 



86 u^A iir niAiftiE lavh. 

her trepidation, and after muttering some apology, 
Bbe expressed her opinion that I '' must feel right 
feart to be out that airly?* I had no little diffi* 
culty in tsonvincing her that there was sufficient 
activity in my nerves of sensation to render the in* 
sects that shared my berth somewhat troublesome* 

** I reckon," said she," thar must have been amighty 
small chance of the varmints about you, 'kase I 
swep up about a pint of 'em yesterday and throw'd 
'em overboard ; so it's impossible you could ha 
had a^eat many." 

1 yielded the pomt, and afterwards observed that 
whenever thfey were alluded to on board this boat, 
it was by measure ! 

We reached Alton at 8 o'clock. The bell rang 
when we were within 100 yards of the shore, and 
the boat was in one of her spasnas, which the cap- 
tain calculated would lay him alongside in gallant 
style. But alas ! spasmodic action is no more to 
be relied on in boat nature than human. On we 
came, the waters quite whitening in our wake, and 
making, as the delighted IV&s. Reuldle observed on 
another occasion, " acteraliy more noise" than if 
we had come in a better boat, for the engine 
creaked and hissed at every joint, and the escape- 
pipe disgorged itself about thrice a minute with a 
dismal hollow sound, as if its vitals were breaking 
up. We nearly touched the shore, the captain 
stood in his ruffles, silk-hose, pumps and gloves, 
the passengers waited, valises and trunks in hand, 
ready to jump ashore, and two or three were gath- 
ered at the waterside shaking hands with their 
ftiends, and exchan^ngthe usual ceremonies, when, 
oh, most inglorious spectacle ! the spasm ended, the 
boat rolled over on the other side, threw the captaiti 
across a stool, and the passengers among barrels, et 
cet., and lay piotionless for several moments. 
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•* ' That was the unkindest cut of all,' was it nott!* 
cried Hal, malicioosly, to the prostrate captain. 
" To play you such a trick here, before the town, 
just as we were on the eve of such a bold ap- 
proach ; but never mind. She'll hardly have an- 
other fit before you can bring her up." 

The bell rang, the wheels revolved backward, and ^ 
all the numerous mysteries were duly performed 
again, but now the boat refused to approach the 
shore. She would come up obediently to within a 
few feet, but the nice^ calculation and the most 
delicate persuasion could take her no nearer. At 
each failure she was obliged to turn quite round, and 
each evolution took her half-way across the stream, 
and consumed nearly half an hour. No petted 
child ever conducted herself in a more refractory 
manner before company, than she before the aston- 
ished eyes of the goodly citizens of Alton. Every 
prank deepened the tint of our captain's hair, 
ivhiskers, and £ice, and was made the occasion of as 
many jokes as could be pttered till another fol- 
low^. 

** She shows off admirably, captain ; nothing could 
be more fortunate." 

" If you -could throw her into a fit just before 
she backs water, she'd be sure to come up." 

" If she refuses again, you may as weU go on ; 
may be she'll . come to her temper at the next 
landing." 

<' The wood will be out soon, and then she'll 
certainly float ashore somewhere." 

In the midst of this scene our red-flanneled 
Hooshier made his appearance. His arms ware 
inserted in his pockets, nigh to the elbow, the 
fur cap tipped over the left eye, and th0 thick 
boots projected more than ever as he leaned 
against the side of the cabin, raised his upper lip 
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by way of adapting his eyes to the strotig sunlight, 
and inquired with a loud voice into the meaning ** of 
all these hyur tumins." He was informed by Hal 
that the captain had thought of landing at Alton, 
but had changed his mind and was now merely 
showing his boat to the citizens, 

" Look hyur, stranger," said he, " do I look as 
if I could be gummed that easy 1 I've seed too 
many boats in my day to believe your story ; but 
if he's trying to land thar, this one takes the rag 
off them all. I say, cappen, what'U you give ma 
to jump over and put my shoulder under the staro, 
and shove her up for you? I calculate there 
wouldn't be much diflBculty lin doin it, if you'd 
stop that infamal old ingine that's whizzin and 
bustin, below thar. It's about half man-power, I 
reckon, when it don't leak." 

The poor captain became more and more per- 
plexed every moment, and actually went so far as 
to remove one of his gloves. The people on shore 
cheered the last two evolutions, and the whole 
thing had reached the climax of the ridiculous, 
when, by a fortunate guess on the part of some 
one, the boat was at last brought alongside the 
shore, just one hour and a half from the time of 
the first attempt Everything had been brought 
up to the boiling point by the long suspense and 
severe effort The perspiration stood in drops on 
the brow of the agonized captain ; the boilfers had 
contracted the rage, and thrown off more steam 
than had brought us from St. Louis ; the very tar 
had been warmed into greater freedom, and threw 
itself more fearlessly on the luckless by-passers^ 
Our Hooshier had not duly considered this cir- 
cumstance, and, in the excitement of the moment, 
he planted himself directly beneath one of these 
thin filaments. It spun out in a beautiful thread 
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of dark amber^ and then, unluckily, parting above, 
deposited a large lump on the very edge of his cap,- 
and shot off, in a fine stream^ to the immaculate 
bosom of red flannel below. 

"Look Aywr, now," said the wrathful Hoo-V 
shier, doubling his fists; " if anybody .wants to 
throw tar on me, he may do it as long as he can 
stand, afier I've had two or three good licks at 
him. I'm a better steamboat than this when I'm 
set a-goin, and 'twon't take much such combusti- 
ble sus that aar to fire me up/* 

The bystanders were greatly amused, but kept 
themselves at a safe distance, for his armsr were 
swinging about in a manner rather inconvenient to 
those on the narrow guard. 

"Easy, friend, easy," said Hal; "you cannot 
suppose that any gentleman would throw tar upon 
you : if you look up, you will see where the insult 
came firom." 

" Yes, I see -it's the infamal old boat. I could 
lick out twenty-four just like her ; but there'd be 
more sense in giving that ruffled carrot yonder a 
taste of a live man's fists." 

A little persuasion, however, cooled his wrath. 
Our old passengers sprang gladly ashore, and the 
new ones set their feet upon the plank rather 
doubtingly, but some one on the fire-deck settled 
the question by calling out " There won't be an- 
other boat till Tuesday." 



CHAPTER HI. 

, Wil got under weigh again after several starts and 

backings, and ran slowly along under the magnijQr 

cent bluffs that tower above the Mississippi on the 

Illinois side. In a short time Hal came to me, 

c2 
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his face drawn into one of its heartiest expressions 
of humor, and said, " Jersey is here j . who could 
have dreamed, of the good luck V[ 

But as the reader doesn't know Jersey, he will 
i hardly participate in our pleasure till he is intro- 
duced. The brief ajppellation by which he is here 
distinguished was given him on the first day of his 
appearance among us, in honor of the declaration 
which he then made, that he " wa^ bom in Jarsey, 
and had never been out of it till that day." He 
wore a suit of coarse snuffcolor^d homespun, a 
large bell-crowned white hat, and a cravat of blue 
ground, dotted with large oval figures of copperas 
color. He had lost a front tooth, and had an awk- 
ward habit of grinning, which made it manifest at 
every word he uttered. Though much older than 
Hal, the latter had kindly offered to be his Mentor 
on first meeting him, and many were the waggish 
tricks he had played upon him, and the roars of 
laughter which the performances of Jersey, under 
his direction, had elicited. The simple, .credulous 
fece ctf the one, and the grave, imperturbable hon- 
esty -of the other, in the height c^ Jeraey's most 
ridiculous exhibitions, had been an inexhaustible 
fond of amusement among the gentlemen during thei 
weary hours of our journey. Jersey had left home 
under the auspices of the celebrated Marion City 
colony, but had been separated from them at Co- 
lumbia, Penn., by getting on board the wrong boat. 
It was there that he first joined us. He traveled 
economically : that is, he found his own supplies, 
and slept on the floor of the cabin. His ignorance 
exposed him to every sort of imposition, against 
which Hal was in truth, his protector. But for 
the henest care which he exercised overbid worldly 
concerns, he repaid himself by letting out upon 
him the whole strength of his trick-loving disposi- 
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tion. A party of gentlemen were about leaving 
the packet; on . the second day, for a walk. Hal 
suggested that Jersey had better accompany them, 
as his health might suffer from the long confine- 
ment. But there was a difficulty in the case. £[e 
had just purchased t^o large cards of gingerbread, 
— and what should he do with them T To Ifeave 
them on his box he thought would be dangerous, 
and this opinion was fully concurred in by his ad- 
yiaer. To eat them at so short notice, was out of 
the question ; to put them in his pocket impossible. 

** There is but one way in which you can dispose 
of them in safety," said Hal, "and that is to tie~ 
them up in your handkerchief and tajce them under 
your arm." . 

This was accordingly done, and they set forth. 
But Jersey's handkerchief gaped and revealed 
the secret. It was no choice herbarium, as his 
friend had asserted to the company when they 
joined them, but a pair of luscious brown sheets 
of gingerbread, which he had purchased at; a 
Dutch farm-house just back ; none of your shop 
"compounds made of dirty lard, vinegar, and sal 
aeratus, but a dainty mixture of golden butter, pure 
butter-milk, and superfine flour. A league was 
entered into at once ; two of the party engaged 
Jersey in famiHar elbow conversation, and at a 
rough place in the road stumbled against him, 
while a third at the same moment dexterously ab- 
stracted about a third of one of the loaves. The 
foremost rogues begged his pardon, and the walk 
was resumed, Jersey replacing the handkerchief, 
•which had settled a little in the shock he received. 
Another stumble was soon made, and the part of 
the other loaf which projected behind his arm was 
withdrawn. After a long walk there w^ a short 
run to gain a bridge from which to let themselves 
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down on the boat. Jersey seated himself on the 
railing beside Hal, and as the boat came up, the 
latter began to swing his arms and go through the 
Various motions preparatory to a leap. These were 
continued till the moment of jumping, when at a 
word they all found themselves upon deck, but 
Jersey's bell crown was lying on the bridge. As- 
tonished and alarmed beyond measure, he looked 
about with the most ludicrous terror in his coun- 
tenance, and exclaimed " My hat*s lost V* 

"No, it isn't," said his grave friend, who had 
knocked it off. " There, the steersman is throwing 
the boat up to the shore. I'll take care of your 
gingerbread while you run and get it." 

But Jersey preferred to keep the gingerbread 
under his own protection, and leaping ashore with 
it, soon returned with the favorite chapeau elevated 
to its old position. He now seated himself to ex- 
amine his stores, and great was his consternation to 
find that more than a third of each cake had disap- 
peared. A thousand ways of accounting for its loss 
were immediately suggested by the innocentyouths 
about "him. But Jersey evidently rejected them 
all, and from that hour, his confidence in Hal and 
his companions waned. When he reached Louis- 
ville, he took another boat, and came on to St. 
Louis alone. But if he had enjoyed greater freedom 
from jokes, he had been imposed on in more serious 
matters, and seemed rather glad than otherwise to 
meet his grave friend. I had never seen him yet, 
exe^t in the heat of his performances, but now 
Hal was very desirous diat I should have the 
pleasure of, hearing him converse awhile. An 
opportunity soon offered. 

We were passing a little wooded island three or 
four miles above Alton, when one of the spasms 
came on, and was succeeded by a lurch more 



LIF£ IN PRAIRIE LAND. 33 

Tiolent thanahy previous one, and an immediate 
settling of the whole craft. She had sprung a leak. ' 
The captain made his appearance, this time with- 
out the gloves, and ordered her to be run on the 
island instantly. The goods were all taken out, 
the hands set at work; while the passengers went 
strolling through the wpods. 

"The island was small and uninhabited. There 
was nothing of interest upon it, save two or three 
little glades in which the early spring flowers were 
just mlfolding their petals. We spent three or 
four hours in the checkered wood, admiring the 
various arts by which nature ushers her tender 
and beautiful train into being, and were about re- 
turning for some books, when the sound of ap- 
proaching footsteps arrested us. In a few minutes 
J ersey broke through a "thick copse near up. 
*^ Stop/' said Hal, ** this fbllow will be richer than 
any printed book." Accordingly we waited, and 
Jersey was introduced in due form. He had in 
'some confidential moment intimated to Hal that he 
'was more brilliant in the society of ladies than gen- 
tlemen, and I saw at once that he needed no pa- 
tronage. He prided himsetf on his political acumen, 
and, considering this his forte, pluns^ed at once into 
a discussion of the vari<ius promment men who 
were likely to claim the suffrages of the people in 
the ensuing presidential canvass. His opinion of 
them wufl delivered with a simplicity and brevity, ^ 
which (|uite surprised me. 

First of all, he thought " Mr. Clay capable, honest, 
andlbtin."^ Mr. Van Buren he guessed was capa- 
ble, but dishonester than Mr. Cwhoun, who would 
be all right if he wasn't a nulKfier. I asked about 
Mr. Webster, " Oh, Webster," said he, ** is a capa- 
ble man, but he ain't fittin." Oli proposing aivord 
t>r two of the leading doctrines of mese statesmen, I 
3 
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found ^im utterly ignorant of them. Nullificatioii, 
for aught.be knew, meant the annexation of Texas. 
Bank and antitank were the same to him. He onlj 
knew of banks iw general, that they were places 
where people put their spare funds for safety. He 
seemed not to have become acquainted with that 
more modern feature, by the introduction of which 
they have become forced loans for the accommo- 
dation of gentlemen who wish to travel in Europe, 
Texas, or other " foreign parts." The tariff was 
in some way connected with trade, but whether 
trade between the mechanics and farmers of our 
own country or between us and the Indians, of 
which he understood there was " considerable" car- 
ried on in the west, he could not tell. In short, 
Jersey was one of the few Americans who, having 
a moderate share of senae, have grown up without 
travel or books, and while they have not the weak- 
ness of idiocy, have the ignorance of the most ua- 
favored peasant. I have rarely met in a citizen of 
the republic a like absence of all-acquired knowl- 
edge, except among some of the miserable emi- 
grants from the mountains of North Carolina. 

Having finished his political discourse, this illus- 
trious son of " the Jarseys" was pleased to deliver 
himself of some rambling thoughts on travel. On 
ihis topic bis style was more cUscursive. In gen- 
eral he thought people had better stay "to hum 
and mind their business, than to be licking it 
through the country, the way they do now in 
steamboats and on rail-roads. He thought they'd 
make more by it. Besides, when he went, he 

Preferred going in conveyances to traveling. He 
idn't think it was a pleasant thing to he carried 
along as if you had a whirlwind wrapped around 
you ; and then you met so many sorts of folks. No 
doubt," he added, '* a good many of 'em is honea^ 
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as amybody, but there's a good many more that'll 
cheat you dut of your eyes, if they can msLke sixr 
pence on 'em, and some that^H steal your bread 
and meat and throw it away, if they don't want it 
themselves;" These remarks werged, as Mr. Weller 
would say, on the personal, but the ringing of the 
hell left no time for explanation. We hurried to 
&e boat. It was much later than we thought, be- 
fore the summons called bur attention to the hour. 
When we arrived, the last of the barrels, boxes, 
&c., were going on board, the steam was up, md 
we were just ready to be off. Supper was^soon 
laid, and we left the pleasant island while at table. 



CHAPTER IV. 

The night brought on another general engage- 
ment between the passengers and the vermin. 
The latter held the berths by prior occupancy and 
could not be routed, but they were more than wil- 
ling to enter into a treaty for joint tenancy with 
certain privileges in their favor. It was these 
privileges that made all the mischief. Like most 
questions in diplomacy, they were exceedingly 
difficult to settle ; one party claimed and exercised 
them on all opportunities, the other denied them, 
and rarely failed to offer the most violent opposi- 
tion to their use, even to the taking of life. It is 
due to the weaker party, however, to say that they 
gained by industry and perseverance what they 
never could by strength— the partial exercise of 
the prerogatives they claimed, and, in general, the 
final rout of their more powerfhl opponents. 

They at any rate were productive of much 
merriment below, but it was a heavy affiiir in our 
quarter. I had few bok^ks which were accessible, 
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and the long-haired bride had fewer ideas. She 
possessed little of that strength of mind and bold 
thought, which characterize most of those rudely- 
bred women. I thought the ma^ificent garniture 
of her head had taken the place of more valuable 
properties inside, as is often the case among more 
, cultivated females. The strange character of the 
feeling manifested by her husband, made me very 
desirous of drawing him into an expression of it in 
words before he left us, and as their landing- 
place would probably be reached on the third 
morning, I availed myself of a chance meeting on 
the shady guard in the afternoon, to engage him in 
conversation. A few words about the height of 
the water, the timber, and th^ prairies, served the 
purpose. 

*^ You are going to become a prairie fermer V 
I. said. t 

" No, I've been one afore, I*ve got a farm up 
the river hyur that I've crapped twice a'ready; 
there's a good cabin on it, and it's ab9ut as good 
a place, I reckon, as cau be found in these dig- 
gins." 

" Then you built a ca^e," I said, " and went 
back for your bird to put m it ?" 

He looked at me, and his face underwent a con- 
tortion, of which words will convey but a faint 
idea. It was a mingled expression of pride and 
contempt, faintly disguised by a smile that was in- 
tended to hide them. 

" Why* I don't know what you Yankees call a 
bird," he replied, "but I call her a woman. I 
shouldn't make much account of havin a bird in 
my cabin, but a good, stout woman I should cal- 
culate was worth somethin. She can pay her way, 
and do a handsome thing besides, belpin me on 
the &rm." 
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Think of that, ye belles and fair-handed maid- 
ens ! How was tny sentiment rebuked ! 

" Well, we'll call her a woman, which is, in 
truth, much the more rational appellation. You 
intend to make her useful as well as ornamental to 
your home V* 

" Why, yes; I calculate 'tain't of much account 
I to bave a woman if she ain't of no use. - I lived up 
hyur two year, and had to have another man's 
woman do all my washin and mendin and so on,' 
and at last I got tired o* totin my plunder back 
and forth, and thought I might as well get a woman 
of my own. There^d a heap of things beside these, 
that she'll do better than I can, I reckon ;v every 
man ought to have a woman to do his cookin and 
such like, 'kase it*s easier for them than it is for un. 
They take to it kind o' naturally." 

I could scarcely believe that there was no more 
human vein in the animal,^ and determined to sound 
him a littJe deeper.^ 

" And this bnde of youre is the one, I suppose, 
that you thought of all the while jrou were making 
your form and building your cabin I You hiive, I 
dare say, made a little garden, or set out a tree, oY 
done something of die kind to please her alone V* 

" No, I never allowed to get a womdn till I 
\ found my neighbors went ahead of me with ^em, 
and then I should a got one right thar, but there 
wasn't any stout ones in our settlement^ and it 
takes so long to make up to a stranger, that I 
allowed I mought as well go back and see the old 
folks, and git somebody that I knbw'd thar to come 
with nae." 

"And had yoti no choice made among your 
acquaintances 1 was there no one person of whom 
you thought more than another V said I. 

'* Yas, there was a gal I used to know that Was 
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Stouter and bigger than this one. I should a got 
her if I could, but she'd got married and gone dBT 
over the Mtu9i$9ippiy somewhar.'* 

The cold-hearted fellow ! it was a perfectly busi- 
ness matter with him. 

" Did you select this one solely on account of 
her size V* said I. 

" Why, pretty much," he replied ; " I reckon 
women are some like horses and oxen, the biggest 
<5an do the most work, and that's What I want one 
for.'' 

'' And is that ^11 V* I asked, more disgusted at 
eveiy word. "Do yoii ci^re nothing about a pleas- 
ant face to meet you when you go home from the 
field, or a soft voice to speak kind words when 
you are sick, or a gentle friend to converse v^rith 
you in your leisure hours 1" 

" Why, as to that," he said, " I reckon a woman 
ain't none the worse for talk because she's stout and 
able to work. I calculate she'll mind her own busi- 
ness pretty much, and if she does she won't talk a 
great deal to me ; that ain't what I got her for.'* 

" But suppose when you get home she should 
be unhappy, and want to see her parents and other 
friends r x 

" Why I don't allow she will^ I didn't get her 
for that" 

'' But if she does," I replied, teally anxious to 
touch some chord that might aflerwards vibrate in 
the poor girl's behalf; "if she does feel unhappy? 
you know one's feelingd are liot always under their 
own control." 

" Wall, if she does I expect I shan't mind it 
much, if she keeps it to herself.-* 

The selfish brute ! 

" If she kept it to herself, as you say, would you 
not attempt to alleviate her sorrows? would you 
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hot take her on some pleasant ride or walk, and 
speak very kindly to her, and endeavor to make 
your new home and company agreeable to her V* 

** Oh!" said he, laughing feebly, " I shall give her 
enough to eat and wear, and I don't calculate she'll 
be yery' daunsey if she gets that ; if she is she'll git 
sTiet of it after a while." 

My indignation increased at every word. 

** But you brought her away from her home to be 
treated as a human being, not as an animal or ma- 
chine. Marriage is a moral contract, not a mere 
bargain of business. The parties promise to study 
each other's happiness, and endeavor to promote it. 
You could not marry a woman as you could buy 
a washing machine, though you might want her 
for the same purpose. If you take the machine 
there is no moral obligation incurred, except to 
pay for it. If you take the woman, there is. Be- 
lore you entered into this contract I could have 
shown you a ipachine that would have answered 
your purpose admirably. It.>would have washed 
and ironed all your clothes, and when done, stood 
in some out-of-the-way comer till it was wanted 
again. You would have been under no obligation, 
not even toJSeed and clothe it, as you now are. It 
would have been the better bargain, would it not 1" 

** Why that would be according to what it cost 
in the fust placie ; but it wouldn^t be justly the 
same thing as havin a' wife, I reckon, even if it 
was give to you." ^ 

" No, certainly not ; it would free you from many 
obligations that you are under to a wife" (it waathe 
first time, by ^e way, he had u^ed the word), 
•* and leave you to pursue ypur own pleasure with- 
out seeing any sorrowful or sour feces about you." 

" Oh, I calculate sour faces won't be of much 
account to me. If a woman '11 mind her busi- 
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Bess, the may look as thunderin as a Ht© aiith- 
quake, I shan't mind it." 

'^ No, sir, I see yoii possess a very happy insen- 
sibility to the woes or happiness of others.. Your 
wife has occasion to congratulate herself on the 
prospects of life with a person elevated so &r above 
the emotions which move the human herd." 

I will not deny that the fellow's coolness some- 
what enraged me. There was a fair prospect that I 
should have read him a lecture as long as he would 
find patience to hear, but at this moment his wife 
came round the stem of the cabin. I thought she had 
heard the conversation, for the usual insipid smile 
was replaced by a slightly contracted expression 
on her dark brow, and her voice sounded more as 
if it were the utterance of a soul conscious of its 
own identity and requirements, as sh^ said, "John, 
will you come help^ me git to the big chist^ the 
captain has ha4 some truck p\it on. it." 

" Wall, you ain't a baby, I reckon, that you can*t 
tote it-somewhar else,", was the amiable reply. 

" But that's such a heap of it," answered the poor 
girl, unwilling to be wholly refused — -so early too ! 

"What if thar is a heap. Tote away ten or 
fifteen minutes, and thar won't be so mubh." 

She turned ^Way without another word, but as 
she passe^ the open window, I saw her wiping her 
ey^s with the comers of her calico apron. It was 
the most human manifestation I had seen in lien 
Notwithstanding the intense disgust I felt for the 
base-heaxted tyrant Who stood before me, I was 
constrained to make one more effort on behalf of 
his victim. I said, therefore, as gently as I could 
speak, that it was not customary to treat females so 
in our country; that a man would be pronounced 
a brute who would refuse to render or procure 
assistance for a woman under like circumstances. 
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even if she were his servant, and such conduct was 
s^l more abhorrent toward a wife. 
V " Wall, I reckon the Yankees may do as they 
like i^bout them things, and 1 shall do jist the 
same. I don't think a woman's of much account 
anyhow, if she ci^'t help herself a little and me 
tpo. If the Yfuikee women was raued up like the 
ipoTnen here oar, they'd cost a heap less and be 
worth more." ' 

This was the old key again. He was hope- 
lessly benighted and brutified. I^is red flannel 
bosom and dark face inspired strongs: aversion 
than ever, and I turned away, saying that I trusted 
his wife would agree with him in these opinions, ov 
they might lead to some unpleasant di£^rences. 

:, " Oh, as, to that," said he, " I reckon her pinions 
^¥on't go fur anyhow ; she'll think pretty much as I 
do, or not at all." 

Thou beast ! I exclaimed i^entally ; and sat down 
in the. cabin ponde^ng on the incredible brutality 
of such opinions in a civilised man, when the wife 
oanae in. She had just- returned from her visit to 
the " big chist." There was no longer a doubt, 
from the expression of her £ice, that she had heard 
the. conversation> and understood some part of it 
too. I left her to her own choice, whether to speak 
of it or not. 

After a few minutes she said, '* I reckon you'll 
think John talks hard about women." 

I, replied, that it was quite unusual to find per- 
sons who thought as he did.* 

" Well," said the faithful creatul^, " I reckon he 
don't think as bad as ^e says^;" but h^r suffused 
eyes more than half contradicted her tongue. 

There's too much of the true woman in her for 
this brute, notwithstanding her ignorance and 
8i^iness, thought L It's an absolute waste of some 
d2 
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of the fairest materials that compose human natore 
to throw h^r away with this seliish animal. 

" How long have you been married V* I asked. 

" Two weeks yesterday," she replied, the blood 
mantling t)irough her dark cheek and brow. 

" Had you been long acquainted V* 

This question unsealed her tongue, and without 
waiting further inquiry, she ran on with her story. 

** No, I never see'd him but three or four times. 
We wk8 new-comers in the settlement whar his 
folks live^, and nobody knowed when he cdme 
back that he wanted to git a woman to take' with 
him. He come to our house once after night, abd 
him and the old man had a long talk outdoors, and 
finally he come in and stopt a little, and went off. 
The next day, dad ast me how I'd like to come 
to lllinice ! I didii't take his meanin rightly, but 
John come again afore long,^ and then he ast me. 
I told him I'd heem 'twas a good country, but I 
liked it well enough thar. Then he said the old 
man had told him he might have me to go back 
with him if I was vnllin to it, and he allowed I 
would be. So afler two or three weeks, we got 
married and put right off for his place." 

" And you expect to be happier in the ' new 
home than you were with your fether and mother?** 

"I hain't calculated much about that; but I 
recibn I'll want to see them and" the young ones a 
little, till I get broke in." 

I could scarce forbear a laugh at the significancy 
of this nide expression. It was a common one 
with her, but described ^e process before her 
more forcibly than the most elegant language. 
There was no hope for her but to settle Into her 
slavery, and wear the shackles, if possible, without 
chafing under them. She had not character enough 
to redeem herself^ and the brutal treatment to 
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-^hic^ she was doomed would tend eyerj day to 
diminish the little that she had, and reducoxher to 
the condition of a mere machine. Both partier 
were beyond^ hope : so that in gratifying my curi- 
osity I had raised a crowd of- painful emotions in 
my own breast, and turned a daack page for the 
poor over-grown child before me. They left us 
next day, the bride wrapping her light slippers in 
lier pocket-handkerchief^ -and walking barefoot 
from the landing. 



CHAPTER V, 

Our >boat conducted herself much better in the 
latter part of her tour than the first. Her improved 
jconduct gave th^ captain leisure, when he was 
awake, to spend some time with his female pas- 
sengers. As I was the only one left afler the de- 
parture of the Hooshier. bride, these honors were 
' concentrated^ on me. It would have been a trou- 
blesome distinction had the engine been less noisy 
or hip voice louder, but as the one was ** soft and 
low,'' and the other hissed^ whistled, groined, and 
sputtered continually, I was but little embarrassed 
by them. If his face expressed astonishment at 
what he uttered, I proceeded to look astonished 
myself. If he looked a negative, I shook my head; 
an affirnd^tive, I nodded : sentiment^ nothing wajsi 
easier than to respond ; profound, it cost little 
effort t6 look wise and inquiring. ' Every day he 
donned a fresh ruffie and -white pantaloons; but 
the hose, I think, were the same — so that after 
two or three days, there were several transverse 
stripes of a dark brown color crossing the foot, 
which, ^ at a distance, with a little aid from the 
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imaginatkm, migfat be construed into ribbons, and 
'so made to impart' the appearance of a more elab- 
orate finish to the fine, pumps. He had a Leehom 
hat, with U wide rim lined with lemon-colored silk, 
in which he aired his brainless cranium on very 
warm days, though he never pardoned himself for 
appearing in J;he cabin wtdi it. 

We worried on through the flood of water that 
was pouring down^the bed of the Illinois and sub- 
merging its banks, till the night of the fiftix day 
brought us to the landing-place of our friends in 
the town of Pokerton. It was at that time the 
county seat of one of the largest and wealthiest 
counties in the state. Its name is^ faintly descrip- 
tive of its inhabitants in a double sense : one of 
their favorite' recreations being a game at cards, 
which is indicated by the first two syllab^les of this 
name. A still more conchisive right to it was de- 
monstrated before We left the town. We had a 
promise of a conveyance to reach our friends early 
in the morning, but our utmost efforts of coaxing, 
hiring, and remonstrating failed to bring it till one 
o'clodc. My vexation may easily be conceived. 
After a journey of nearly four weeks, to be delayed 
so long within nine miles of the dearest friends I 
had on earth ; to be doomed to sit in the wooden 
room of a wooden tavern, every beam and board 
of which was saturated vrith the Juice and fumes of' 
tobacco; to look out, hour afcer hour, into the 
sleepy street of a river town, thronged with rough 
boatmen, horse-jockeys, plaintifl&, and defendants 
(for the court waa;in session) with their learned 
counsel, every man and boy of them armed with 
a cigar, or old pipe, brown with the absolved 
fumes of the weed ; to see among them all not a 
face that one had ever seen, and^ tired as I then 
felt, not one that 1 4:ould fancy I should ever vrish 
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to see agaiiiy — ^was insuffqirable. Reading, in such 
4 state of suspense, was out of the Question ; and ' 
it was impossible to set foot out of doors, fi)r the 
mud mounted half-way to the tops of the men's 
boots. I had not a few misgivings about the ** new 
country/' and th^y increased in arithmetical prp- 
ffression, till a nondescript vehicle drove to the 
door, and Hal came in to announce that deliver- 
ance had at last come. Cloak and hat were nev^er 
donned quicker than mine on that occasion. I 
stood waiting long before the baggage was in. 

The driver was a native. ** Is this hj/iurjhe yctoig 
woman that's goin out?" ^d he. 

** The very same, air." - 

" Wall, just wait till I get this truck aboard, and 
I'll help you in." 

''Thank you, I can help mysel£ How long 
will it take you to drive to my sister's 1" 

" I can't rigWy judge now ; the roads is heavy 
and the slues deep, but I allow we'll fetch it about 
five* o'clock, anyhow^ ^I should a been here tn^o 
hours ago, but my beast was out Qn the prairie,^ 
and I couldn't git him afore." 

"Well, our patience has been amply proved, 
meantime ; but now, if you can, a]ccomplish it by 
five o'clock. It's just half-past one, ana I confess 
I doi not see clearly how one horse is to travel nine 
miles, with three persons and the baggage, over 
the heavy roads and those other phenomena that 
yoii named, whatever they may be, even in that long 
thne." 

" Thar, we're all ready now, that big piece of 
plunder can't gb; seat yourself with the lady, Mr,, 
and we'll put out;-^jist hold on the lines a min- 
ute, till I go in." 

When he returned he had r^lenished the inne^ 
man wkh u liberal pc^^ation of whiskey, and his res- 
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olutions for our benefit were mukipliecl indefinitely. 
He mounted a large trunk in front, flourished his 
whip, and we soon left the suburbs of Pokertcm^ 
behind us. 

It was a gloiious April day. . The veiy air was 
exhilarating enough to have routed a legion of 
azure tormentors, not to mention the circumstan- 
ces under which we were breathing it. 

Those who have ever experienced the emotions 
that fill the heart when pne approaches the home of 
friends — a dear sister or brptner, afier a separatioA 
of ye^rs, can appreciate something of ours as the 
wheels rolled on and brought us neater to this in- 
teresting termination of our wanderings. The deep . 
joy which wiH not permit one to be silent and yet 
finds no relief in words, the questions which wiH 
continually force their way to utterance, though 
no answer is expected, the imaginary portrait of 
the home, its internal arrangements and external 
appearance, the changes which time has wrought in 
the persons of its old inmates, theappearmice of the 
new ones he has introduced, the Volume of the past 
which is to be opened by each paity, its mingled 
contents of painful and pleasurable records, the 
new things that are to be told, and the old ones 
that are to be Teviewed, the freshness of each to 
each, and the days that must elapse before this 
single charm can be diminished, the speculations ^ 
upon the probable position and employment of each 
member of ^he fimiily when you enter, and their 
surprise contrasted with your coolness which -Saya, 
" Why, you* didn't know we were so near^ but we 
did and o,te not at all surprised;^' all these thoughts 
and feelings, and a thousand others which human 
language can de^ne, crowded our minds and kept 
every faculty upon its fullest tension. 

The country itself had indescribable charms for 
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the eye to wbich it >^as new. We liad left the 
foliage of apring farther soutli, but I rejoiced more 
to see the prairies vfi their naked majesty, having 
in my mind the rich promise ^v\rhich the coming 
months were to fulfil. Where they had not been 
bumed, the grass was still brown^ and the trees and 
copses naked. , 

-One of the great desires of my life that* yet re- 
mained UngratiSedy was^to see a prairie. Several 
smooth openings among the groves looked large 
enough to ouruneducated vision, but the driver 
declared they were nothing-^— mere "little mea- 
dows which would make smart truck patches by- 
and-by. Jest nothi^ at all in the way of a prairie." 
But this did nojt restrain our exclamations q£ delight 
at the. beauty ajound us. To all which came the 
reply ** Nothin at all> ma'am." 

X at last asked if we should pass nothing entitled 
to the name of prairie ? . 

** None of much account," he replied ; " thar's two 
or three smart little openings among the baarens, 
but the timber's ^scattered all over hyur." 

We crossed a Httle^stream at some distance from 
the tovfm, and our road thence onward, for more than 
a mile, wound among beautiful heights, thinly wood- 
ed and coveted with the cle^J>rown grass. As We 
xpounted one of these the country opened before 
US, and swept away to the eastern horizon, a dis- 
'tance of n^any miles — a smooth, open plain, undot- 
ted by a tree or other familiar object, I can never 
. forget the thrill which this first unbounde<^ view on 
a prairie gave me. I afterwards saw many more 
magnificent — many richer in all elements of beauty, 
many so exteneiye that this appeared a. mere 
paeadow beside them, but no other had the charm 
of this, r have looked upon it^ a thousand 
times siupe, and wished in my s^lfi^ness^that it 
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might remain wicbanged ; that neither bnildings, 
feuces, trees, nor Hving things should change its 
features while I live, that I might cairy this first 
portrait of it unchanged to my grave. I see it 
now, its sofl outliiie swelling against the clear 
eastern sky, its heaving surface "pencilled with 
black and brown lines, its borders &inged with 
the naked trdes ! 

No better pxoof of the reality of this prairie could 
have been given than the silence which it inspired 
in myself and my companion. We had burst into 
exclamations of delight a dozen times before, when 
the little glades opened around us, but now there . 
was not a word uttered. Both were lost in con- 
templation of the sublime spectacle which lay be- 
fore us. We had no inquiries to make. Nature 
spoke to us in her own unequivocal language. • - 

But the view was short ; the roatd soon wound 
again among trees, and afterward ran aQ]X)6S a tradt 
of low open ground from which the prospect beyond 
was cut off. It began now also to be worse than 
we had found it. The turf was wet and verv bo&, 
and the soil Where it was cut, so adhesive mat -it 
was extremely difficult for the horse to make any 
progress. We had not yet learned what«the d$iei 
were, and I was about asking our Jehu to eii^ghten 
us on this point, when a practical demonstration, 
much more impressive than the most eloquent de- 
scription, superseded the necessity, and indeed, the 
opportunity of speech. 

We approached a lone narrow Bne of stagnant 
water, filled with bogs oftall grass and apparently 
very much broken up in the middle. There was no 
bridge in sight, and the road terminated abruptly 
on one side of this miniature sv^amp and emerged 
as abruptly on the other. It was evident that peo- 
*ple crossed, or at least drove in firom both sides. ^ 




LtPE IK ?&AIRIB LAND. 49 

Tim man cm did trimk beMyed oo faesitation, 
he only looked Hr^ to the right, then to the left, as 
if he contemplated turning out of the beaten track 
if any better One elibred ; but a^pparently the. exam- 
ination was £ruitles8, for he advanced and plunged 
^8 lioTse at once into the thidtedt of the black 

K>1. I was certain we shbuld never get through, 
e animal sprung, floundered, and puUed his best, 
and drew the waggon (the driver, by the way, 
called it ^dearborn) about twice its length, wheh 
he went down, and I thought was going to dis- 
i^pear.idtogether, but a sudden jerk showed that 
he still> found footing. This fore wheels Bank in 
the place he had just occupied, the driver lay in 
the pool be tvi^en, the horse stood high aiid dry on 
the oppi^ite side, the shaf)» dragging at his heels, 
ttnd Hal^cnd I sat locking all sorts of consternation, 
first ^t the driver, then at the horse, then at each 
other. I^ was but a nK>ment, dnd both broke into 
a shout of laughter that brought Jehu in astonish- 
bcient to his feet, and drew the attention of two 
elderly- ladies who were looking up some. early 
sprouts of beans in a garden near by. There we 
sat, dismally helpless, in a bemired and decrepid 
waggon, the horserai^ driver a fewfeet in advance, 
and both of us wbndiering hdw We wfere to get out; 
•The man of^ the whip soon recovered his sdf-pos- 
session, and merely remarking that the bottotn of 
the slue must have fallen out since he crossed it, 
suj^gested that I should walk ashore as I best could 
and go iirtio tbe tavern, while he wept to the black^ 
smith's shbp for help, and to get his fractures re- 

S aired. ''It was ri^t good luck,^' said he as he 
rove off, " that we didn't get slued "afore we got 
to town." 

" To toWn !" said Hal, opening his eyes in as- 
tonishment ;" v^ere is « town 1" 
4 E 
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" Why hyur, don't you sect tb0ye's a tayein, and 
yonder is a blacksmith's shep^ naatSi two k0U9en be- 
side. This is woodland." 

'* Yes, so I should thinkj in its natural state." 

On due inE^)ection, however, a sign-post was^yi8^ 
ible before the smartest-lopking of die three cabins. 
, It belonged to the gardiMi where we had seen the 
elderly ladies, and now both their caps were vis- 
ible in fropt. People with traveling baggage 
could not pass through the town without inspec* 
tion, still less be ** slued* ^ in its vei^ suburbs, «nd 
not receive any proffer of hospitality from its prin* 
cipal inhabitants. On Qhaiitable thoughts intent^ 
therefore, the good matrons issued &om tb6 door 
to invite the strangers in l^l repairs wcire made; 
While they approached I had time for a brief sur* 
vey of their peri^^ons. As we were within two or 
three miles of our sister'ei hcmse, these people nuist 
be neighbors, so I had some interest in die exam* 
ination. 

Both were somewhat past the middle period. of 
life. One was a straight, tall, precise figure, trimtned 
at all comers into more thim puritan stiflhe^s. /Hez! 
face was expressive of mu<^ kindness, I thought. 
I was not so well skilled in pl^siognomy then a» 
now. Her carriage ivas lady-like> and both her 
dress and manner indicated that she was an em^ 
igrant fi-om the east. The fo?Tner, however, was 
peculiar^ and betrayed the presence of some strong 
prejudices ^ the wearer. The waist was shori, 
and the long skirt fell in natrow, perpendicular 
folds to the feet. The sleeves (it will be remem* 
bered that this was the period of maturity among 
large sleeves) were confined to the long, slender 
arm half-way above the elbow, and thence enlarged 
a tri;fle to the shoulder. A neat, square collar of 
spotted muslin surrounded the neck. The ci^' 
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was equally plain; Btill all was in kee|)ing with 
the perBon, whose whole mieii was characterized 
by a stiffness that reminded one of a new iqaade 
Quaker in a pall-room. Her companion was quite 
a contrast to this in person and dress. She was 
shorter and thicker. Her>moTements were quick 
and iree, and indicated a woman who had moved 
much, and always with an object. Her dress was 
more conformahle, as Mr. Weller, seD.,^ would say. 
H^r sleeves : were larger, her waist longer, her 
skirt not so perpendicular, and her cap had a fuller 
border. All these observations were made in a 
much shorter space than itjwill take to read them, 
for we met in less than a minute from the time 
when they commenced. A courteous salutation 
from the nQu-^^onformist and a coTdial one from 
her companion, were followed by a Bcrutinizing 
gaze thro^h the glasses of the latter, aufl an ex* 

claniation, **lia! it'sl^i&s , Mary's sbter, isn't 

It ]" There was no denyiug the charge* 

"I thought so, you look 30 much like her ; come 
in, do-. Why,.yQU broke down in tlie slue, ehl 
Well, whofd a thought it 1 — but Mary's been ex- 
pectin on you this good while. She* 11 bo glad 
enough, I guess. Take a chair ; you must be 
tired. And that*s ypur brother llenry with you, 
eh ] I thought I knowed you as soon as I looked 
at yoiL. It beats all how much you and Mary looks 
alike.' Why, when'd you come up the river 1 
What, last night, and, nev^r^got out here till thia 
time] Take off your things; youll have to wai^ 
some time for '^m to naend ^e waggon : the whip- 
pletree is broke ; I see the £&llow canyin it along 
m his hand." 

^ No, thank you,'' said I, embracing the first pause 
in the good old lady's interrogatories and saluta- 
tions,^ to inquire the distance that yet remained. 
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" La ! 'tain't but three mild ; we're nigh neigk- 
bors. Well, how glad they will be to see you ! 
Do take off your bunnut; they won't get the 
waggon mended right away." 

I replied that 1 would walk rather than wait 
long, now we were so near. 

"I massy, you can't do it, — ^the road is so wet 
and the slues so full of water. There's a skeeright 
out here that you couldn't get across at all, so 
you'll have to wait." 

I now turned my attention^ to a ffroup of yonng 
girls wha were gathered at the other side of the 
room. One c^ them, a pale, timid-looking child 
of fourteen, with large black eyes and a face sin- 
gularly like that of the taller woman, came for- 
ward, and was introduced by the latter as her 
daughter Josephine. The others bore the like 
relation to the hospitable landlady. When the 
latter abated the tempest of her speech a little, the 
moi'e dignified noh-confofmist entered into con- 
versation with me. She told me wbo she was, a 
piece of information which had fnore interest !br 
me than the reader may suppose; how long, «he 
had been there, and where she came from. It was 
all done in a very proper and precise manner. Not 
a single rule of etiqtiet was transgressed, either 
in question or answer^ 

At the end of half an hour the waggon was at the 
door, and We were once more ready to start. We 
inquired of the landlady for the house. 

** It's the next but one," she replied. " You go 
by Squire O'Brien's jist out here in the edge of the 
grove, and it's the next ohe you come to. It's a 
story and a half frame-house, with a kitchen back.** 

Silence seize your tongue, good woman, f^r the 
next half hour, for that hint ! I wouldn't have 
looked at the best painting that represented it, and 
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bere, within sbi hour of seeing it, I have the whole 
thing set before me. ' 

We drove oa, got over the slue without breaking 
down^ rode through one or two little , copses of 
hazel and sassafras, emerged on the open prairie 
with the. same sky-bound savannah in front that 
had so charmed us a little way back, and continued 
thus till we struck the outskirts of a thin tract of. 
barrens, entered, a lane vnih frdr fields on either 
hand, and saw two houses before us. But now 
we were all seized vnth a sudden mistiness of 
recollection. Nobody ^ould tell whether it was the 
first or the second ; something had been said about 
two close togetheri and it was^ finally settled be- 
tween Hal and hid Jehu that it must be the farther 
one. We 4ooked hard at the first, to see if we 
could detect no familiar face peering from its 
windows, but they seemed deserted and lonely. 
The yard and garden adjcnning wefe enclosed 
with picket-fence; some rose bushes and a few 
other flols^^ring shrubs dotted the turf of clean 
cultivated grass, which was just springing from its 
winter^ bed, and theore was a^ airoect about &e 
whole that made me almost exclaim ''This must 
be Mary's home.'.' But we had passed, and were 
looking back; when a face appeared at one of the 
kitchen windows that settled our doubts, and tutned 
the horse's head in the direction of pur own rather 
quicker than was quite consistent with the safety 
of the dearhorn. No accident befel us, however, 
and^n another moment we were ushered through 
the i(nfinished hall into the room which served 
as kitchen, pador, and dining-room. One was 
there whom our hearts bounded to g^e, but not 
Mary. 

*♦ Where is she 1" 

''She has stepped into h^r father-in-Iaw'9> tb€i 
e2 
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next houses but sKeUl be here in a moment, lor 
she must have seen you." 

The words were scarcely uttered when the outer- 
door opened, and a thin, slight figure bounded in, 
and ^ next moment we ivete alternately clasped 
in her arms. My dear sister 1 My dear brother ! 
were the only words we had need to exchange. 
Deep emdion is always silent. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Mart was followed by a sturdy little, boy, with 
cheeks Hke the rich side of a fall pear. He looked 
at lis a moment, and thebr dr^w to the opposite 
mde of th^ room. ^ 

** This is my Junius," said the'proud mother. 

**^^o this is the famous letter- writer, about whose 
wonderful doings and sayings wehjave been fav^n^d 
with such long passages In certain, epistles from 
Prairie Lodge. He is not exactly 4s spiritual as 
old Nominus Umbra was at the last date, but he 
will he all the more interesting to us mortals by 
and by, when his highness condescends to make 
our acquaintance. Now let us see the externals 
of Prairie Lodge."^ ^ 

" Ob, there is little to see now. Nature does 
most of our ornamental work here, and she has 
barely commenced the business of the season yet. 
I can show you what she has to work on, and you 
will soon see for yourselves that she is an elegant 
and unsparing artist here. Now, are you ready V 

*^Yes." 

'* What, no gloves ?" 

''Never a. one. I want my hands at liberty, 
having a special use for them: and, moreover, I 
biite gbves." 
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** But you'll wear a sun-bonnet 1** ^ 

*' Why, yes, I must concede as mucli as that, I 
suppose, though-next to the articles just mentioned, 
your close, straight-forward Sun-bonnet is my ab- 
horre^kce." , ^^ 

'' Yes, so I should tmnk, and ill other forms in- 
cluded, to judge from the color of your face and 
neck." 

" Why, I have worn, as you see, a little open 
hat, that would let me look wherever I chose. I 
bave 5ot lost sight of a leaf, or rock, or anything 
either euridus or beautiful, for the sake of saving 
a shade of brown on my complexion." 

" But you havn't traveled from New Y(H-k in 
that little ribboned nut-shell without a veil?" 

^* iix^tly so, si^r mine. 1 packed my veil in 
the bottom of my trunk when I started, to save all 
scruples, and relieve myself from two or three; 
troublesome debates each day, on the propriety of 
dropping it ever my face for five minutes. I put 
veik in &e same category with gloves," 

" And sun-bonnets too 1 Why you'll run wild 
on the Jprairie before t^he first flowers are out ; if 
the Indians were crossing the country as of):en' as 
they used to be, three or fiour yeturs since, they^d 
take you along for a stray princess.^* 

*' Thank you ; the rank would be flattenng : but 
if it were due to our family on the score of color, 
I have an elder sister who should tdce prece-. 
deuce." . , 

" liexe we are. Tins little brook that is fringed 
by these willows, runs from a piece of springy 
ground above the garden, and falls into the little 
stream that crosses the Toad at the foot of that 
large tree. It is herie all the year, except, occa- 
sionally, a few weeks in very dry seasons. One 
eoald scoop out a delicious little pool under those 
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drooping willows, if one had time and felt no sera- 
pies about gloyeless hands." 

" Yes, VU think of it. Now where does this 
clean path lead through that unparalleled gate and 
those bushes beyond 1" 

" To the spring." 

"Ah, what a distance!'* 

"Oh yes, but we only bring water thenCe for 
drinking and cooking; we have, usually, an abun- 
dance of rain-water near the door." 

** That's, a blessing; but when the clouds &]! 1" 

" That is a failure we very seldom hear pf here. 
You'll see before you have been with us a we,ek it 
is the last dispensation one would provide against.'* 

" You have showers, then, sometimes ]" 

"The clouds will answer that question some 
day, in a manner that will astonish you." ^ 

"Is there anything wortir seeing in this gtove 
beyond your spring 1^' V 

" Nothing of much interest in the natural world ; 
there is a httle spot there — " and my sister's face 
lost its playful expression while she spoke. " But 
I must tell you the story some day, when we have 
leisure, and take you to see it." 

" Very well, if it be melancholy, as I ^ess, let 
us dismiss it till some future time, when sorrow 
will be a pleasure. Whose house is that down the 
road]" 

" That is Mr. R 's, John's father. We call 

it ' the other house.' " 

"It wpuld be more convenient, would it not, to 
eliminate the last tiivo letters of the article, and cut 
the phrase doivn to two words 1" . 

"Undoubtedly. But I trust you will not claim 
the idea as original. It is one we have often 
availed ourselves of, since the erection of this, 
made a t'other of that/' J 
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" Yery iogemous, truly. But what are ail these 
shrubs about the yard 1" ; 

"Here you see a row of forest trees : this tall 
one that bends so gracefully is an elm. John and . — 
placed them here two years ago. These are roses 
along here; yonder are two lilacs on each side the 
frcmtdoor ; farther on is another kind of rose between 
the gate and the large tree, and this is a seringa, but 
it has never flowered yet. Those scattered pro- 
miscuo^jsly yonder, are roses. I have been unable 
to projcure a greater variety ; indeed, if roses 
would bloom at all seasons I should scarcely crave 
it. As. the roots increase I intend to divide and 
npLultiply diem till the yard, all Except my bleach-r 
ing ,plat, is a wilderness of themi, There is no- 
thing in the fiower \^orld that I so n^uch love. 
They grow very fast on our rich soil. If different 
kinds of shrubbery were to be had here, one could 
have a magnificent display in a very few years. . I 
haye the propiise of some from Cincinnati this 
apring,^ by a gentleman with whom you are par- 
tially acquainted, I believe. Oh, I declare it's a 
phenomenon that red can be seen through so dark 
a brown ! But this gentleman is to have a variety 
of plants sent on, and he offers to divide with 
me.. By the way I had like to have foiTgotten 
one horticultural curiosity. It is here on the west 
side of the house, under the bed-room windpw. 
These windows are not so bare in summer. I 
have a flow^png scarlet-runner that clusters very 
thickly over then^, and makes a more beautifiu 
drapery than your damask and gossatiier." . 

" 1 have no doubt; but show me you^ curios- 
ity." 

" Here it is, do. you recognize it ] But there's 
little need of asking ; for a lady who abhors boa-» 
nets and veils, you blush easily, methinks," 
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"I scarciBly know who would not blush to see 
themselves stared at by their own initials, done in 
green of that size, and in salad, too ! common salsid \ 
By-and-by it will be plucked and eaten in vinegar. 
Who would not blush at the prospect of such an 
ignominious blotting from the face of nature I 
But who is that approaching us 1" 

"My husband. You'll hardly recollect him:- — 
but come in. I must set about tea. - Hal i& whis- 
pering me that you havn't eaten since yowleft St. 
Louis." 

"If he doesn't call such service as he did at 
the supper table last evening eating, it must be 
confessed we have not." 

"Be seated ; you. will now learn the conveni- 
ence of having your parlor and dining-room in the 
kitchen, that is, when you are your own servant. 
I take care of my family alone, b^ut it will interfere 
little vnth our conyersation j you sit there, I work 
here ; so it all goes on harmoniously.'*^ 

"But suppose I vv\>rk with yon, let me lay the 
table." 

- " Certainly ^^ shall refiise you no privilege of that 
kind." 

In a few minutes the shining plates were laid hpon 
the snowy cloth ; a reflector filled with tender bis- 
cuit glittered on the hearth ; the tea-kettle bubbled 
into the fire; die cellar yielded its stores of golden 
butter, cheese,, and honey, and a repast was before 
us that would have tempted appetites more pam- 
pered than ours had been. In the evening all the 
family were gathered, not excepting the gentleman 
whose plants were on their way frbm Cincinnati, 
There was also present a gentleman who had long 
been domiciliated with rby sister's ftunily---a man 
with a dark face, which seemed the home of the 
very genius of melancholy. A single word ex- 
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plained his connexion with the story which Mary 
had promii^ me at some future day. The even- 
ing was spent in the enjoyment of some of the 
richest emotions that belong to humanity ; all re- 
tired at a late hour ; we new^nes, with n world of 
novelty yet to explore— the others wilii many 
bonders of th© eastern wotld yet to leara. 



CHAPTER VII. 

The next day calls were received from the 
other house, inVitatTpns accepted, and prairie life 
fairly begun. 

There was eveij^hing ^et to see and learn, but 
we were under progress very soon. Hal, I be- 
lieve', advanced much more rapidly than myself — 
a natural consequence of his bemg abroad so much 
more. But we were no stayers indoor. When the 
household cares were disposed of for an hour or 
two, away we went into the groves and thickets, 
or out upon the prairies. There were some visits 
tp be made at two or three miles' distance ; these 
called ^or horses. Sometimes the call was re- 
sponded to by one only, aiid I remember one 
attemoon enjoying a hearty laugh when Hal, who 
was to accompany us, came in and announced 
very gravely, that the horse was ready ;^ and . that 
he would mount and wait till we came out. He 
had built a small addition to him, he said, and quite 
regretted there was not a fomth person to accom- 
jpany us. Mounted thus, one on^ the' saddle, the 
other behind on a blanket, with Hal for our bridle 
knight-^and never had two ladies a more waggish 
or humorous one — we scoured the prairies. Hal 
was generally in at the mounting and dismounting ; 
but unless there were danger to be encountered, 
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we saw little oi him between the goals; what we 
gained over him by our speed being lost by the 
various explorations which curiosity or fancy led 
us to make. , 

The equestrian of the prairies enjoys the largest 
liberty v^ch fisdUs to the lot of moirtals. Time 
and dist^mce are the only checks he knows. He 
draws his rein for whatever point ^he lists, and 
gallops in straight or curved lines on till he tires' 
or reaches the spot. Physical freedom is nowhere 
more perfect, and seldom is it enjoyed with a 
higher zest than we brought to these excursions, 
great as was the dbproportion between steeds and 
riders. 

pur visits were usually made in the aflemopn. 
The hour for starting was the earliest practicable 
after dinner, which was always taken at twelve. 
When the morning had been auspicious within, 
and only the ordii^ary affairs of the house were on 
hand, t^ preparations could all. be made by one 
o'plock. 6ut the force of habit was too strong to^ 
suffer me to submit to this without an earnest pro- 
test, and I remember feeling very much annoyed 
one day at being dragged out to spend a long after- 
noon less agreeably ^an we should have spent it 
at home. 

"What possible pleasure can it afford our host^ 
ess 1" J. inquired. . 

" I cannot vouch for the pleasure," said ^ary; 
" but the ccmvenience, I can assure you, will be 
very great." 

"How, pray 1" 

" If we go at one she vrill have time to prepare 
tea ; if we wait till two, she will be compelled ,to 
dismiss us without," 

" Send a messenger then to assure her that we 
are coming ; that will give her time," 
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"Yes, but it would be very awkward to take 
her in mi4 preparation." 

' ^ Not at all for us» and th<» lady, on your own 
showing, can be endowed with no very high 
degree of sensibility; so I think your argum^it 
fails."^ - ^ 

** My argument may, but my experience does 
not. I have visited this lady, you never have, and 
I speak from . positive knowledge wh^n I say that 
it will not do to go later than one." 

This was one of those obstinate cases— ^uch as 
arise in many other afiairs of life*— m which one 
feels the reasons to be indi^utable, but finds it 
difficult to set them forth in virords« We repaired 
to' our post at one o'clock ; the hostess was already 
on the qui vive. She however sat about five min- 
utes after our entrance, to give dignity to the 
reception, and then went about consummating the 
great event of the day — the tea table. The whole 
s^air went on in the room where we sat, so tUat I 
shall be able to give its di^rent stages and pro- 
gress with cm aociu*acy whidi, I trust, may be 
appreciated. - - 

First fitag^ — ^half-past one— a kettle of pumpkin 
is suspended over the fire for stewing, and a tea* 
kettle placed on the hearth, a few inches from, the 
forestick; half past two, a patent oven is placed 
before the fire, filled with gingerbread^ of vmich I 
will give the recipe to the next edition of the Fru- 
gal Housewife. Next, the pu^npkin is taken up 
and prepared for baking, by si^ng and mixing 
with eggs, mUkj ginger, and molasses. I ought to 
have remarked that as all this took place in the 
month of May, the pumpkin was dried. At four 
o'clock, the gingerbread was replaced by a pan of 
wheaten biscuit, and the teakettle was suspended 
F 
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fit}tn the hook whence the pumpkin had been 
taken. At half-past four, the table was placed iii 
the centre of the room, a^d covered with a clotlu 
Dishes now began to drop around upon it. They 
appeared at random, of sJl ages,^ colors, and sizes^ 
just as the congregation gathers at a country meet- 
mg-house. This continued till dark, brdcen at 
intervals by the attention^ necessary to affairs else- 
where. At five o'clock, the biscuits were removed, 
wrapped in a table-cloth or towel, and a pie placed 
in the oven. The fire was stimulated Widi a firesh 
basket of chips. Time was shortening now, and 
affairs begati to wear a hurried look. I could not 
forbear ts&ing ^vantage of a ^oit absence of the. 
hostess, to ask Mary whether her es^peri^ice would 
enable her to guarantee us any supper, with idl our 
punctuality. At six o'clock, a plajte of dried beef 
and pickles appeared on the table, flanked by a 
saucer ,of honey and a preserve dish of plums* 
The teapot was scalded at half-past six, the biscuit 
and cake had taken their places at atjuarter to 
seven, and just fifteen minutes afterward, we were 
seated at the table. The attetition of the hostess 
was several timeft interrupted by the pie, which 
would not bake ; at last she declared hers^ under 
the necessi^ of apologizing for its conduct, and 
asking us to excuse its- appearance. We left a 
little before eight o'clock, and the naughty pie 
was taken -from its hot berth a few minutes pre- 
vious. When I was invited to repeat the visit, 
it was impossible to forbear expr^sing niyself so 
highly Entertained that I shpuld take ^reat pleasure 
in domg so. 

This is not an exaggerated report ; but it is due 
to the females of the country to say that such ex- 
treme slowness is not characteristic of them. The 
peiBon whb figured here was an importation from 
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the Buckeye state, and would have been a snail 
even in Yanke.e4and. ^ 

This, though a -literal description, is a fair rep^ 
resentadon of social visiting in that countiy. 



CHAPTER Vlfl. 

At Prairi^ Lodge our acquaintance with Sucker* 
life commenced. But it ^was not carried to any 
great , intimacy here.. My sister's home had been, 
uttle visited, even in earlier days, by the primitive 
settlei*s. Their principal intercourse had consisted 
of business a£&urs between the men, and visits of 
mercy betw^en^the fe,males in the times of sickr 
ness or death, sq that we saw little of them except- 
ing an occasion^ out-of-door call from some neigh-* 
bor, or in passing their residences or waggons in 
our various excursions. 

One family g£ this kind occupied the next ho^se 
west from ^tfae Lodge. We often passed it, and 
the external appearance excited the most intense 
curiosity to have a peep at Ihe internal. But I 
grieve to say that it could never be acconq^lisl^ 
under any decent pretext whatever. AH the 
showers were either too early or too late. No 
waggon ever broke down in the neighborhood, 
though tlie road was at times bad enough to en- 
courage hope for a long, way on either side. It 
was top near home ever to:stop for water. It is 
true there was an occasional illness, but this could 
not serve my purpose, for the wife had a mother, 
to whom thehvely doctor of our village gave the 
name of Meg Merrilies (I fancy there was a little 

♦ The cognomen of the Illinoians, an'swering to the Buckeye 
of Ohio, the Wobefkie of Michigan, the Corn-cracker of Ken- 
tacky, &C. 
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spite in it, for she was his rival in this branch-'of 
the medical profession), \v:hb would travel fifteen 
or twenty miles on foot in the morning, attend to 
her patient, and return in the evening. Meg then 
officiated, to the exclusion of all' the curious gos- 
sips of the neighborhood, and had things aH her 
own way. The patient was generally out the next 
day, and all went on as before. 

The house- was one of the meanest description 
of cabins. It ; turned its J)ack upon the road, and 
showed only fit four-light window, or rather sash ; 
for soon after I first saw it, the third' was broken 
out, and the fourth so fractured thsit its continuance 
seemed extremely doubtful. A patchwork quilt 
of blue jeans and red flannel^was hung across the 
aperture a few days after, and never removed 
while I remained in the country.- Directly beneath 
this, against the wall, which was on a linewith the 
fence, was a green pool of about t^e dimensions of ' 
the house. It was of artificial construction, and 
redounded not a little to the taste of some eight 
or ten large swine, 'whb delighted their senses in 
its aromatic depths, at . the same time that they 
regaled thoi^e of by-passers. 
^ The entrance to die house was in the -rear. A 
low kind of shantee projected from the door sev- 
eral feet back, which served for pantry, milk- 
house, pig-pen, poultry-house, and* 'possibly stable 
in winter. ; In the right angle between these was 
the well, just far enough from the comer to be 
visible in passing. The ground around this was' 
the great theatre of Miction for mother and chil- 
dren. I never knew the exact number of the 
latter, but ^ if called to testify in any matter con- 
cerning them, I should say the minimum wsw eight, 
the msiximum double that number. I rarely saw 
less than the former, sporting away the morning of 
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life, in their rags and filth, on the banks of the ver- 
dant pool, or l£e hard-trodden ground around the 
weU. Their dress and complexions were so uni- 
form that I could never distinguish but one of 
. them, a girl of some twelve years, whose face was 
always a little dirtier^ her hair a little stiffer, and 
her clotheis a shade nearer the color of the earth 
in which she bnrrdwed. When any one approached 
the house, they all scampered like a herd of wild 
animals into the igigle between the cabins, and 
j>eeped around the comers as long as the traveler 
was in sight. A general yell and shout announced 
his disappearance and their return to the several 
amusemepts from which they had fled. 

The fether of this family was a man of sense 
and much general information ; his morals were 
unimpeachable, and his character commanded so 
much respect, that he was proposed for one of the 
liighest ofiices ia die county. Has election was 
lost in consequence of some local division, not at 
all connected with the degraded condition, of his 
family. He had a fine farm, valuable horses, and 
other property, and, away fi'om home, appeared 
as weU as any of his neighbors who lived more 
comfortably. His means would have enabled him ^ 
to build a good house, surround it with cultivated ^ 
gprounds, atid furnish it with evfery requisite for' 
neatness and comfort. Had such physical degra- 
dation been the result of extreme poverty, the case 
would have excited compassion, instead of curiosr 
ity or disgust. But it was not so. 

It may be asked, then, what was the cause t 
It was not that the parties were misers, and 
hoarded their gains ; for their means were spient 
freely to procure whatever they deemed necessary 
to comfort. WhaLt, then, was it % Merely the in- 
capacity of the mistress of this femily to appre- 
6 r2 
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ciate a better condition^ or help to ci'eate one. I 
afterwards fi&Wv many cases of a^liJiLe mode of 
liyin|^ land am bound, in fairness^ to aay, that the 
cfedit- was due in nearly every one to tlie fe- 
males. 

I once entered a cabin of this description, on a 
cold November day. It had na window; all the 
light came down tibe wide chimney, or through the 
open door. There was^ long shelf in. one corner, 
on which two plates, two cups, and three saucers 
were arranged, in ^cmjnnction with an iron skillet, 
a small baxe kettle, and a tin tea*pot. A ^^^^^ 
table stood against the wall> oh which the break- 
fast things yet remained, ^ough it was eleven 
o'clock. In a back xKimer of the room was a bed, 
and the only ^ling tha( indicated the exercise of 
powers superior to the ingenuity of the beaver, 
was a wide idbelf over it, on which some husks were 
deported, and covered with a bit 6f filthy cotton 
cloth. This was ccmstructed for th^ nocturnal 
quarters of the blowsy little heir, who was then 
tumbling over and over on the ground. There 
was one dilapidated chair in the room, besides a 
single bench and a . dcmble one. The chair was 
standing back on the platfoim which had beei^ 
laid for the bed, and, as I entered, escorted by th^ 
husband, the vrife rose irom her seat near the 
table, took her pipe irom her mouth, and placiii^ 
it near the edge ox the hearth, invited ine to sit. 
A second child was playing in &e ashes. The 
door was wide open, and the raw wind sw^t in 
gusts through the miserable place, fiHing it with 
ashes and smokQ^ I have never seen more utter 
poverty or filth. . . , 

When I had gathered my skirts and seated mj* 
self as safely as the circumstances would permit, 
the woman returned to her pipe, and t^e employ- 
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ment which my entrance had interrupted* Sbe 
had a large paper of coffee in her lap, from some 
o£ which she was selecting the foul kernels, et cet., 
preparatory to roasting. Neter was there a moi^ 
perfect picture of self-satis&ctiop. She had a iat 
figure, which seemed^ when 'she seated herself to 
settle away into a drcular mass (ji matter, in 
which life and motion were barely manifest Her 
children received but little attention ; indeed, k 
was not easy tasee how one could bestow more ^ 
upon them. The elder was enjoymg himself in- 
tensely; and the happiness Of the younger waa , 
abated only by the caution which the mother/ 
occasionally gave it, " not to swaller the recks,*' 
' which she threw from among the coffee. 

It was impossible for me to contemplate this 
revolting scene, without endeavoring to ascertain 
the state of n^ncL that could lead a hun^an being to ' 
live willingly in the midst of.it. I remarked, tMit 
it must be a serious inconvenience to liv« through 
the winter with the do^or open. -^ 

"Why, yes/' she replied, "'tain't as warm h^r 
as it used to be in Kaintucky : 'twasn't of n^uch 
account there." 

^' But we obviate the . difficulty of a colder 
climate by windows; they admit the light with- 
out the cold." J) 

" Y^, I reckon they're mighty convenient^ but 
we hain't had one yet." 

" How long have you lived here ]" 

" Four y^ar." 

** Have you never bad a floor 1" ? 

** No, we hsun't yit; but I reckon we shall git 
one afore long. It's mighty bad to have the old 
man to 'work around the house, so I don't say 
nothing about it : he wants to put it down„ but I 
don't allow 'twould make much different; I 
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reckon ttat out thar," pointing to the little plat- 
form, " will do us yet." 

It would weaiy the reader to give further de- 
tails of a conversation that evinced only the most 
disgusting indifference to the common comfits of 
a more civilizted condition. I rode several miles 
on the same dayj with the husband of this woman, 
and had an opportunity to learn that he wopld 
prefer a better manner of liie, but that her aver- 
sion to change or action rendered so great sin effort 
necessary on his part, that he had never under- 
taken it. He had ample means for surrounding 
himself and his family with every comfort Beside 
a fine farm, which he cultivatedi near a good; 
market, he owned a valuable stock of cattle and 
pther property, and had "between a thousatid and 
fifteen hundred dollars, in specie, lying in a black 
chest by the head of his bed. He had no dispo- 
sition to hoard it; he would spend it the next day » 
for anything that they could agree on as conducive 
to happiness. He was likewise possessed of supe- 
rior natural powers, which he had ijsed in acquir- 
ing knowledge of various kinds, and \tas then 
capable of making himself a very pleasant com- 
panion, by the use of his varied iilTormation. His 
mode of living was never the subject of remark 
among people of hb own class. Js o one thought 
it strange, or wondered whether it would ever im- 
prove. The women, who, with more household 
industry, lived better than ''Mus Andretvs,'* prob- 
ably thought she lost a " heap of comfort" in her 
vrindowless, flobrless, dirty house, but so a smart 
Yankee woman would have thought of them. 

These extreme cases, however, are fortunately 
rare. In the homes of most of the first settlers 
there vis much more regard paid to cleanliness and 
cottifort. In many of them the neatness and order 
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tire perfect. Of necessity they bave fewer aitificial 
luxuries than the inhabitants of older regions, but 
these are not evidences of talent or worth. The 
inherent virtues of ^cleanliness, order, and self- 
respect are ofien naore manifest in a simple than a 
complicated style of living, and are not less pro- 
ductive of happiness in on^ than the other. 



CHAPTER IX. 
The beautiful progeny of spring began now to 
gather around Prairie Lodge. Animate and in- 
animate nature teemed with the loveliest creations. 
The showers that had been so emphatically forer 
told on our arrival did not disappoint us. They 
fell almost daily for several weeks, and were 
geilerally accompanied by lightning and thunder, 
such as the dweUers in the east have no concep- 
tion o£ Northing of the kind can be more magnifi- 
cent, unless it be theinarshalling of the same stoims 
on the vast plains farther west, where they are said 
to be even more terrific. They come more gener- 
ally toward evening, and not unfrequently continue 
till near morning. Nothing can exceed the rapid- 
ity with which they gather aft^r the ^rst signal is 
given. A little cloud not lareer than a man's 
hand rises on the horizon, and m fifteen minutes 
the earth js deluged, and the pealing heavens seem 
on fire. There are few showers here unaccom- 
panied ]?y the most striking electric phenomena : 
sometimes the whole arch is lighted by a continu- 
ous flicKering glare,, rent occasionally by a more 
intense vein. The thunder roll, is ceaseless, with 
such lightning! The deep peals that accompany 
the brightei* flashes only strike with a more appall* 
ing tone. At other times the whole'vault is filled 
with a darkness that seems ponderable, till a mighty 
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flasji rends the pall and searches the very souL It 
is gone, and the solid earth treihbies under the 
mighty concussion. Again darkness, as if eternal 
night had come, wraps the scene till the flame 
leaps forth with a more blinding glare than before, 
and a crash follows i;hat seems to shatter the 
foundation of the world. The third or fourth sig- 
nal is followed by the storm, whidi breaks through 
the sable rack as if half the ocean had be^n lifted 
from \!ts bed and were wandering in the upper air. 
In an inconceivably short space of time the plains 
around you are deluged, b6 that every succeed- 
ing flash is reflected from innumerable little pools 
as if you were in the midst of a shallow lake 
broken by islands of sedge and grass. I never 
appreciated the sublime power of toe elements till 
I witnessed these storms. They are One of the 
most glorious features of the country. 

Th^r eflect was heightened too by contrastwith 
the scenes which followed them. The vast ei- 
panse of country over which theyranged was in a.few 
hours afler as quiet and smiling as if the upper ele- 
ments had dispensed only peace andsunsmne from 
the first hour of creation. And beauty born of these 
awful wairings stole over every rolling hei|^t and 
into every green glade in ouriandscape. The sweJl* 
ing bud, the unfolding leaf and flower followed in 
the path of their majestic progress, making rich 
and beautiful what had before been desolate €Uid 
wintry. The spirit that had all the night perhaps 
raved with such fearful and angry power, seemed, 
when the bright and peaceful morning came, to 
have borne a magician's wand afler his wrat&, and 
kindled life, beauty, and joy on the plains it had 
threatened to devastate. The trees around our 
lodge, now began to put on their summer garb ; 
the hazel copses unfolded their young leaves. The 
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|nnnrie8 spread dieir green carpets ai^ eyen ^etK; 
so far as to variegate the pattern, with the violet 
aild the scarlet-painted cup* The strawberry came 
out ilk her bridal floWers, and blushed herself into 
lusdHMis maturity beneath die ardent sun. It was 
not confined to beds and patches su^ as delight 
the eyes of the urclmi roving through forbidden 
meadows hi the east, but reddened whole acres 
around the lodge. The pleasure^ of ^thering it 
was surpassed .only by its delicious flavor. When 
we c^une in heated, and just enough fioigued to 
make rest delightful, our blushing treasures were 
cleansed of the leav^ and grass, sprinkled with 
sug^ar, and^^luged with delicious cream £resh firom 
the Brinaimng pan. Oh what a feast ! and while we 
were enjoying it the soft breeze floated in laden 
witb the odors of the young world, and the music of 
its varied p6pulace. The grove in the rear of the 
house was tenai^ied by many little songsters, bu- 
sily employed, in these days of universid industry 
in announcing their return and preparing for the 
duties of the season. My favorite vras the Quail, 
the merriest, the happiest, and most busi&ess4ike 
bird c^them alL lie rejoices in the sh'owers, and 
so do I. The harder the rsun, the livelier his 
charing when k is over. He makes the dripping 
-wood ring vriA his ' shrill note. If you walk out 
while the drops hang upon the leaves, and the 
grass beilds witii'the weight of its gems, you hear 
his merry greetings floating by as gaily as if a bevy^ 
of chi^en had escaped, to die v^roods and were 
playing hide and seek vrith an omnipresent ^* Bob 
White," who would only answer when called with a 
whittle. You hear it in every tone, the imperative, 
the plaintive, the querulous, the dignified, the en- 
treating, the congratulatory. ** Bob Whi^ I" solil- 
oquizes one philosophic-looking fellow firom the 
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second bU^ of a ha^el clump. He looks about a 
moment, and repeats in a higlier and more intense 
key, " Bob White!" Two or tliree more turns of 
tbe smooth little head and the sagacious little eye 
seem, to raise his temper, and he adds the epithet 
^ Old !" as if Bob White were rather sensitive on tl^e 
score 6f,his years and would be drawn out to r^el 
the injurious insinuation. "Old Bob White!" he 
exclaims, and it is responded to firom^below. Pre- 
sently out trips a neat, industrious, thrifty-looking 
bird, who i^pears to be keeping house in some of 
the snug little apattments to which, these clean 
paths lead, and exclaims " Old Bob White !" He 
stairts and looks smartly about for the individual 
who has perpetrated so unjust a slander. "Old 
Bob White !" And, as if the enormity grew^vith 
the repetition,. he hops upon another branch, ad- 
justs his pluniag^, and boldly as an eye can defy, 
he defies any libeller to prove his charge. 

The altercation is becoming sharp, when pre- 
sently a softer and- entreating voic^ from below, 
cries out " Bob White !" His ^nger is dissipated 
in a moment; With a look of universal charity 
toward all Quail slanderers, he alights froin his 
post of defiance, and trips away up the leafy aisle* 
Mp runs along in haste, lopking expectant but de- 
termined. , He evidently anticipates some appeal , 
to biff feelmgs as a, busband and father ; but is re- 
solved to yield to no indiscreet solicitation, ^e 
reaches a little nook near the edge of the thicket, 
where low herbage has crept in and woVen a thick 
bed, soft and odorous. The branches JEwe closely 
knotted above it, and two or three stems of the Ge- 
ranium Mactdatum droop gracefully over, looking 
with their meek pale, eyes at the . nesting little 
group which Mrs. Bob White is vainly eiideavorr 
ing to keep in order du^ring her husband's sally in 
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defence of his^youth. When be arrives,, he finds 
a do^en callow Bob Whites tumbline about with 
the manifest intention of rebelling against parental 
authority. The mother entreats, the &ther remon* 
Btrates, but to no purpose. He finally changes 
h» tone to that of instruction, and warns his in- 
experienced children against the many dangers 
which w^t on the life of a Quail, but more espe- 
cially against traps. In due time order is again 
restored, and the exercise of the parental authority 
has so elevated Bob White's estimation^f himself, 
that he can now forgive all that previously excited 
his indignation. He ieeia that respectability estab- 
lished on such a basis is not easily overthrown ; and 
thus reconciled with himself and the world at large, 
he walks forth beneath the dripping boughs with 
a complacency which mere epithets cannot dis- 
ttorb. 

The Grou^e b another member of the feathered 
tribe, peculiar tp tkese beautiful reeions. He is 
a large, mott^d grey bird, with a heavy ruff of 
feathers running over his head, which adds much 
to the watchfulness and timidity of his appearance. 
Their nests are built on the open prairie in some 
thick knot^ of grass. This bird has . no proper 
song, und is in general a very silent inhabitant of 
these vast plains. When hunted or overtaken by 
the, ^traveler, they rise suddenly with a whirr, 
somewhat similar to, biit not so distinct as that of 
the pheasant, and fiy very rapidly. If not dis- 
turbed they describe the hsdf of an ellipse between 
the points of rising and alighting. The strokes of 
the viring are short and rapid, and the flight is very 
sw^ and direct. These fowls are rarely heard to 
utter any noise except at one chosen hour of the 
day. On a spring morning before sunrise, if you 
are in the vicinity where grove and prairie meet, 
G 
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tihe air resounds with a' peculiar noise) between 
the whi3tle of the quail and the hoarse blomng of 
the night-hawk, but louder than eilliel'. You in- 
quire what it is, and are told it is the prairie cocks 
greeting the opening day. 

Spring morning on the prairies t I wish J could 
find language that would convej to t^e mind of 
.the reader an adequate idea of the deep joy 
which the soul drinks in from every feature of tms 
wonderful scene ! If he could stand where I 
have often stood, when the rosy clouds 'yvere piled 
against the eastern sky, atod the soft treomloaB 
light was streaming aslai^ the dewy grass, whfle 
not a sound of life broke^on the ear, save the lyild 
note just miButioued, so much in harmony wiBi the 
whole of visible nature, he would feel onp of the 
charms which bind the hearts of the sons and 
daughters of this land. 

We are within die*^ borders of a little grove. 
Bfefore us stretches a prairie; boundless on the 
soudi and east, and fringed on die north by a line 
of forest^ the green top of 'Which is iust visible in 
a dark waving line between the tender ht^e of the 
growing grass and the gOlden skjr. Sduth and 
east as ftu* as the eye can stretch, t^ie plain is un-^ 
broken save by one " lone tree," wluch, from time 
immemorial, has been the compass of the red man 
and his white brother. The light creeps slowly 
up the sky; for twilight is long on these savannahs. 
The heavy dews which the cool night has deposited 
glisten on the leaves and spikes of grass, and ibe 
particles, occasionally mingling, are borne by their 
own weight to the earth. The slight blade on 
which they hung recovers then its "erect position, 
or falls into its natural curve, Vfith a quick but 
gentle motion, that imparts an appearance of life 
to that nearest you, even before tne vnnd has laid 
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his hand on the pulseless sea beyotii A vast 
ocean, teeming with Hfe ; redolent of sweet odors ! 
It yields no sound save the one which first arrested 
our a^ention, and this is uttered without ceasing. 
It is not the btt>longed note oif one, but the steady^ 
succession of innumerable voices. It comes up 
i^ear you imd travels on, ringing more and more 
faintly, on the ^ar, till it is returned by another 
line of respondents, and comes sytrelling in fuU 
chorUs, stronger and nearer, tiU the last seems to 
be uttered directly at your feet. . 

But the light is gaining upon the grey dawn. 
Birds awaken in the wood behind us, aud salute 
each other from the swinging branches. Insects 
begin ];heir busy hum. And now, t^e sun has just 
crowded his rim above a bank of gorgeous clouds, 
and pours a ^od of dazzling light across the 
grassy main. Each blade becomes a chain of 
gemSf and, as the light increases, and the breath . 
of morning shakes diem, they bend, and flash, and 
change 'their hues, till the whole space seems 
sprinkled with diamonds, rubies, emeralds, ame- 
thysts, and all precious stones. Nothing can be 
conceived more beautiful or Joyous than such a 
scene at this hour. .The cpntiguous wood conveys 
an idea of home, such as you havej^ome from the 
fbrest*clad states of th^ east. It is a refuge from 
the^vastness which oppresses the mind, because it 
can never wholly compass it. • You rejoice, you 
exult in the friendly presence of the trees; not 
because they aflfordyou a grate^l retreat from the 
:ardent sun ;, not because they adorn your rude 
dwelUng; not because they promote the growth 
of fruit and flowers ; not even because they con- 
gregate the dear. little birds about your home ; but 
because they aflbrd the natural and familiat* -alter- 
native to which the mind recurs when it is weary 
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of the majesty wfiichlies beyond them. ^ You have 
sat uA^r them in childhood ; you have swept the 
fragments from the little spaces among their roofs 
and carpeted them with moss, and festooned them 
with the wild, flowers which nodded near. You 
have peopled these magic palaces widi fairies, and 
felt a joy which words can never tell, in dreaming 
how happy the little beings might be where nothing 
is visible to their tinjr eyes but exquisite beauty, 
and no sound falls on their small ears but the 
n^elodies of growing life. You have listened to 
the winds, sighing plaintively through the boughs, 
and. felt your soul grow fit for companionship with 
all things whatsoever that are beautiful and lovely. 
And now your heait turns fondly to these tall 
tenants of the plain as to elder brothers, and for 
a moment ypu look coldly, on the naked expanse 
beyond. But stop! the sun i§^ fairly up. The 
flashing gems have faded frdm the grass tops; the 
grouse has ceased his matin song; the birds have* 
hailed tlie opening day, and are gaily launching 
from the trees : the curtain which has hung against ' 
the eastern sky is swept away, and the broad 
light pours in resistless. The wind comes cours- 
ing gently up from the far distance, bending the ' 
younff herbage, and bearing to your senses sweet 
sounds and odors, nursed on the unsullied /^reast 
of Nature. 

The tenants of the farm-yard are npMr astir; the 
cows are milked, iand all the animals whose 
services the farmer does not call to atid his labors, 
are di^issed to ramble in the boundless pasture. 
The generous oxen are summoned to the yoke, 
and the labor of the day commences. If I have 
lingered long over this revel of nature, a "spring 
morning on the prairies, with the groude be aU 
the blame ! . . 
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Among the more accomplished featiiered artigts 
heref are the Bob o'Liuk, a species of mocking- 
bird, sometimes called the' Brpwn Thi^asher, the 
Robin, and the melancholy Whip-poor- Will. 
These inhabit^^the barrens and the prairies in 
their vicinity. They are. seldom found at any 
great distance from the woods. ^ There are some 
small birds who love the free plain, but they can- 
not boast of much genius as singers. It is beauti- 
ful to think, however, that as man creeps outward 
from the groves and builds his cabin, opens his 
garden^ and nurses a few shmbs and small trees 
around h'iin, the little wood songsters construe it 
into an invitation to accompany him. ^ Trees are 
of very rapid growth- on the exhaustless soil of tiia 
prairies. A- few years' care will bring about yotjr 
house a dense grove ^f the locust, the cotton 
wo6d, a^pen j and several other species, so that 
one need ^ not be long deprived of bird-music. 
There are several varieties of the Woodpecker; . 
bitt diey will not visit a new home so soon. They 
look upon youQg and thrifly trees as I^umbugs, so 
far as they pretend to any present utijity^ and 
regard them rather as estates to be held in trust 
for future generations, than as available funds for 
the present. They decidedly prefer the aged and 
established to the young and ambitious. In the 
heavily wb^oded bottoms of large rivers, and their 
tributaries, is found the Parroquet ^ not so fini^ed 
a speaker as the Parrot, but quite ^ as ready. He 
is a lively phatterer among the stately trees in the 
summer months, and when winter comes he be- 
takes himself to the dark deep forests of the 
south. Like the most voluble consolers, ot our 
own species, he shrinks before the approach of 
stern trial There are also several coarser tribes^ 
which I never, loved, and shall th^^fore only 
q2 
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name for t^e gratification of the curious. Tbe 
Crow cawB here as everywhere else, but he has 
l)een rescued ftom the general 4oteBtation in 
which he wad formerly held by the magic pen of 
Bryant. No other could have don^ it. Am yet, 
who can read the "Dei^th of the Plowers," and 
not entertain a higher respect for him, and feel 
more melody in his eroakings than before 1 The 
Hawk screams above the wood top, knd over the 
poultry j^ard, all through the bright summer day. 
3ut nothing eould make him other than an object 
' of abhorrence to me sin^e he bore my favorite^ 
chicken aWay before my very eyes, many, many 
years ago. I could not love him even with such 
an mtfoduction as ihade his croaking cousin ac- 
ceptable. . 

Next in kind, but more loathsome, is the Buz- 
zard, an mdolent^ gluttonous bird, who wheels 
lazily over the great plains, till the decaying 
carcass of a wolf, deer, or other animal attra<^ 
him to. the earth. He then descends, gorges h^- 
self vnth the foul carrion, and often rests beside it 
after eating, irom sheer inabi^ty to rise. The 
Turkey, whom this infamous fellow so much re- 
sembles, that he has succeeded in stealing his name 
as a prefix to his own, is a much pleasanter mem- 
ber df the feathered^ tribe. Grreat numbers of them 
abound in the woojdbnds, where the stately march 
of the old cock gallanting his hen and her lively 
brood through me forest is one of its most de- 
lightful features. ^ 

The landscape grows more beautiful every day. 
The prairie puts on its richest garb about the fii-st 
of June. The painted cup, jmocassin Bower, and 
geranium, come out; and there is more repose in 
the vegetable world than there has been. Nature, 
like a notable dame, hto cleaned house in prop^ 
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season, got ber furniture and ornaments arranged, 
and now sea^ eomplacently in her easy chair^ 
challenges the admiratiatt ; of beholders. In the 
.:vieinity of famis, the landscape is enriched by 
herds of cattle ^ding on the piahries. If you 
walk or drive among them bx the aftenioon, they 
«re panting Hke gourmands after a turtle dinner. 
Theijr very ribs are distended vnth the luxurious 
fare in winch they have reveled aD day, and their 
breath perfumes the air. As the sun decHnes they 
wtHider liomeWard, the cows^ bearing a treasure 
that almost floWs^ without the pjressure of the 
housewife V hand, li^en the milk is strained and 
set away* liie cares of the day are over, and then 
we wander out among the hazel copses or through 
the grove, to enjoy^e gorgeous^ sunset, and the 
kmg dreamy twhi^t that lingeiW over these peer- 
less laiids. 

The hazel copse is one of the most picturesque 
features of our landscape. It grows very abund- 
antly^ acd in autumn yields an inexhaustible har- 
vest of the most delicious nuts. It is found several 
miles irom the woodland, and grows in cluo^ps 
fr^m three to aiK feet in height. At a little distance 
these Bhrubs have the appearance of gi^en mounds' 
thrown up on the smootli fsurface of the plain. Its 
shelter is much sought by the rabbit, the m«>st 
tender and timid inhabitant of the prairie. Whete 
the h^zel has a strong compact growth it uproots 
the grass and leaves the soil unoccupied, except 
by an oc<^asional flower or creeping vine, whose 
l<Hig tendrils make a beautiful festoonery for such 
Iktle aisles. Along these the timid hare skips and 
feeds during the day^ and when twilight favors his 
fhint heart, he may be seen .leaping out into the 
more dangerous paths trodden by man and other 
beings whom his instinct teaches him to dread ^ 
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foes. Let him hear your footsteps and he flees 
the sound ss if it foretold his death. - W^ stroll 
through these miniature groves, treading carefully, 
and speaking in low whispers not to alarm the 
quick ear of their little tenants. By and by, we . 
emerge from the winding road into the more open 
barrens. We wander onward, talking of olden 
time atid the time to come, when presently a 
sharp, shrill sound breaks upon the ear, followed 
by the bounding of light feet. Away flies the 
deer; startled by our white dresses moving among 
the gre^n foliage, and fearfUr every moment of 
the cracking rifle. P^or innocent we shall not 
harm you ! You might have cropped the twigs 
unmolested, and been spared that pang of feaf, 
had you known that we love mercy, and find no , 
pleasure in depriving any created tUing of the 
joys which are its natural inheritance. 

But while we have mused and talked, the naag- 
nificent drapery of the west has teen folded away. 
The gorgeous piles of gold and crimson have 
Inelted and lefl: the sky, feintly tinted with their 
departing glories. ' The curtain of night is <?reep-. 
ing slowly over the earth; the breeze stesus 
gently through the foliage, and shakes the la,rge 
leaf of the sassafras with a so^ hollow sound, 
which, with the quick, liquid rustling of the aspen, 
and the ftiller notes of the forest tree, pours a 
delicious harmony into the ear of night. Half an 
hour later the light is gone out in the west. The 
night-hawk has ceased his airy, sounding swoops, 
and the whip-poor-will has come from his retreat, 
to tell again the melancholy tale he urged j»o 
mournfully last ni^t. There he sits, in the top 
of the tall oak before the door, and wiU not eease 
his plaint. What is it troubles thee, poor Will 1 
Hast thou been engaged in some, naughty vSm^ 



wronging' thy neighbor, or looking sweedy at the 
daughter of some sour did worshiper of Mammon, 
who scorns thy poverty, and threatens thee, unless 
thou desist. ^ Or has some gay gallant misled thy 
dame, and is thy Bong a cry for vengeance ? Me- 
thinks it is too melancholy in its tone. Some sorrow 
surely is its burthen. But our ears are grown 
familiar vdthit, Will ; and thine, perhaps, isHghter 
than that we turn away from every day, though 
uttered more intelligibly. They say thou art a 
merry little fellow all day ; that joy dances in thine 
eye, and that thou hoppest from branch to branch, 
laughing under thy wing at the anticipation of the 
melancholy pranks thou vnlt play at night, with 
sentimental maidens and moonstruck lovers. If 
so. Will) thou a^, a sad rogue, and deservest some 
xeal sorrow, little masker that thou art ! 

But, good night ! I turn my ear to a tale of more 
unequivocal sorrow than thine. Sister has prom- 
ised me the Btdry of the dark man's griefc. 



CHAPTER X. 

** Sit with me- here," said Mwy, ** in this^dark, 
unfinished room. It has been the theatre of some 
of the scenes which I shall endeavor ta delineate, 
and do not prepare yourself for any high-wrought 
romance. My story is one oi reality too palpable 
to be recurred to, even now, without me most 
painful emotions. It is one of the many I could 
relate illustrative of the trials which sometimes 
wait on the settler in new countries. But you 
were down at the graves to-day, and have already 
guessed the import of what is to follow, so I will 
begin in my own way. 

" I must premiBe that, from our first settling here^ 
we have been under the necessity (often a pleasant 
6 



fOne^ o€ e^crrtaiiiiitg 1x1007^ Bttiogers^ ^ ^ '^^"^ 
pait ^eotlemen, who come to view iHe oountry. 
JPeraons londhig at a|iy of tbo xivet towB» in our 
yioinky^ and wiehing to spend a few dayaorwedtB 
ibr that puipoee^ were generally teSerted to n6 $ 
«nd wb^i tbey eame, it was impoi^sible lb deny 
them such a home as we had to i^are with thenk. 
It has been. a severe bntthen tp us fenialeay Ovei> 
tasked as we have heen^ with the cares of our own 
families, and the arduoiis labofs^Tf^ich the isiper* 
£»ction of the mechanic arts inmodes on the good 
housekeep^ cf new countries; nut we could not» 
and often did not wish to escape from it. Wl^en 
s we moTed into this house, most of the$e pefsonti 
xame to us^ probably because my fiimily was 
smallei: than Mrs^ R/s, and my house laiger, 
Sometimeai such guests have be^ attacked with 
fevers, and lam on the threshold of death for 
weeks, requiring such care and attention as only 
an accon^dished nm^se* otherwise unemployed^ 
could give. I have, in such cases, had to divide 
my time and ability between them and my family, 
watching by night and working by day, till they 
hive recovei^, and gone from our rocrf bearitigr 
the recollection, that hujmoiity is not always coih 
$ned to the homes in whicb physical refinement 
contributes so much to the comfort of the afflicted. 
Happily, no one of theoe. wayfarers ever, expred 
among us, though I have many times lived is thd 
daily expectation of snch an event. We wiatched 
one young stranger on that bed for ten weeks^ 
during three of which we. expected each day 
would terminate his sufferings and our hope. But 
Ve recovered to thank us, and bless his Mak^ for 
the energies which had borne him safoly through 
the fierce conflict. ^ , ^ 

: *' Bui; this is not my story. I relate these events 
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mm^i^ly.tx> aofrwy ^limet idea q£ die daini wl^ 
stxaog^^rs baye to our hoi^italky, mod of die &e]U 
^g whftcb liiik» UA ad bretbrezi to time it ho are 
h<HQ^e9s and fiiendleaaiii oiir latudr Thisfedybo^^ 
breaker dotwu ail the bartiera of oerenoDy wbwe- 
l^th we are reatrailiedJtB bko^ p€^uloiiB i^gienaw 
It briima aH'angeEa togeiber. without the firigid 
l^ediuB^ that xtiakea tbem inere oi>jeottf of ai^ u> 
each other ; it seats th0m at your laUe and inTHe* 
ibem to- pHrtake of^ whatever your hoiue atfords^ 
^th a freedom sxki ff^uiiieiieis thai jai^ike i^& 
^ecoUe^ic^ of the cold and beartJesa eeiewonifiifc 
of oftore artificial so^ty sidc^iuig* 
. ^'Sudh was the. feeling ^aat opened oitr doar^ fl(» 
the aolitai^ BMua whom you see BtSk among ns^ 
Bilt be came not thua idoneL When he landed^ 
three years ago thia spting^ at the place you left a 
lew daya dinee^ he was aQcompamed by a. young, 
Yfife. They had set o«M^ t^fetbw from e^e oi th^ 
eastern eities^ to ae^k iM^iiiess. and fortune at the 
^eot. Haying no definite place in view, they 
landed at P ■ ^ and there the young bride re* 
maliied^ while her bttsbaBd yi0it^ the iotericH* in 
aeardi of H. ^ot where i^y might make their 
home. He came to omr neighborhood, .and findrt 
iag a"pieae.<^<lakid whi^h he bhed^ about a mile 
beyoim ua oi^ the prairie, retipmed and brought 
hja wife to see it» They stopped ^atoiir bouse^ ^d 
I Wd0 moi*e than willing they should find a hoBa«e 
here till their ovftk was ready to receive them« 

*' Mis. K. waa a dark-haiiied wctoan. With an ^jm 
tiu^ uaade her whole face gk>w whan it was Bg^ed 
m with plea^ute ot ^p^eta^ikm. She waa rather 
aboye tl^ middle stature, with a^wdl-fiMwed per-r 
seu^ and a elear, happy voice* It ¥ras easy to see 
t^ h^r h^band, sitont lemd grave as he waa, loved 
her with a 0tn»Qgtb thai is rarely sm^asded ii^ 
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man. They seemed to me a happy couple. They 
boarded a few days in our family, and then com- 
menced housekeeping in this room. She was a 
pleasant companion, and being nearly of my own 
age, and possessing a cultivated mind, there soon 
grew up a ^arm friendship between us. Each 
could enliven the solitary hours of the other, and 
during the long days when our husbands were at 
work, we were much together. 
. " Their farm progressed quite rapidly ; one or 
two fields were broken by the plough, a house 
built, and an enclosure mado'' around it the first 
season. The next spring they removed. Their 
place, as I said, is about a mile east of this ; it is 
&irther out on the prairie, and commands ^a. beau* 
tiful view to the south and south-east. It was de- 
lightfiil, after th^y removed there, to see near us 
another tenanted home. You cannot appreciate 
this feeling till you have \)assed a deserted one on 
some vride prairie. A sign of life, about one of 
the thinly-scaittered houses here, stirs the heart 
with joy, though you have never seen its inmates; 
but a deserted prairie home, with smokeless chim*--^ 
ney and curtainless windows, is one of the loneliest 
objects on which the eye can rest. 

** A new source of joy cheered the young wife in 
her labors. She was soon to become a mother; 
a^d what task sweeter than to prepare her dwell- 
ing for the expected guest. She toiled faithfully 
and patiently, a» if her hands had been trained to 
it from ehildhood; and her labor veas' directed by 
a capacity that made it effective. Her rough house 
grew into a pleasant habitable abode, and the 
young harvest springing around, gave cheering 
promise for the coming season. I saw her of^en 
afler their removal, and always found her happy 
and rcrjoic^ng in the prospect before her. 
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''On the 24th of April of that year, there com- 
menced the most remaikable series of storms ever 
known in t)ie country. They occiured daily and 
sometimes twice a day, till the last of Jane, ac-^ 
companied by the most terrific thunder and light- 
ning ever witnessed. You may judge of the ter- 
ror they inspired, when I tell you, that much as I 
loved the conflict of the elemetits before, the roll 
of thunder even now always produces a temporary 
faintness and nausea p then it completely overcame 
me. Language can convey no idea d those ter- 
rible days. The storms gadiered with such fearful 
rapidity. A small cloud would be seen somewhere^ 

, ** When all the rest of heaven was dear," 

and in a moment the deluge was upon us. It 
seemed as. if another flood were ccxning to purify 
th^ earth. The falling of the rain was frightful, 
to say^ nothing of the lightning that clef); the at- 
mosphere, and the crashing thunder that foUowed 
80 close upon it,, that the tread of the latter semned- 
to extinguish the light of the former. 
. '* These terrible scenes,ibllowing each other witli- 
out the intermission of a dayibr more .than two 
months, seemed to blight the country. The prai- 
ries were saturated, and in many places submerged, 
and yet^ the rain came. Sometimes when it had 
stormed thus all night, the sky would be clear till, 
noon, and the sun pour his rays upon the steaming 
earth, till vegetation seemed scalded. - Periiaps, 
just as dinner was set, a little cloud would gather 
in the west, or a faint roll of thunder strike the 
ear. My appetite would vanish in an instant f and 
with blanched face and trembling limbs, we would 
set away the meal untasted. The men always 
came in, though they were generally drenched he* 
fore they reached the house. But such was our 
terror, that we could not have remained alone» 
H 
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Wben m ^Aicfwer tammenced, vte kneW hot tliat 
its terminalicm would ^ee us^£ire. Oii^ fibd6 &ii4 
tibimd6r-peai, I t«metnber, ^iVem fto atvlul tliat they 
lirou|^ us all to cmt feet with pale faees, ^d eyes 
thfil; looked «» if they were gaziiig^ on death. 
When the shock bad pasbed, and we'fmmd that 
we eouki sdU iiM>v^e, the people of e«kch hou^e. 
rushed to the doors, expecting to see the i>ther on 
fire. BobA th» lightoing h^d rifted^at lai^ oak. 
die stump of which still stands ffbout midway be- 
tween them. AB^er a while w^ ceased aH employ-' 
Bient when tkisse awM periods came, and sat like 
people awaiting their «U)om. I ht^ ^erer seen 
anything of the sublime or terrible that approached 
the storms of tliose serenty days. 

^ But the consequences were stiBmore dreadfbl. 
The eaith was filled 'with water, and erery little 
holloi^ upon the pta.iries liecame a stagnant pool 
fb engender disease $ so tficit after the fierce 
eeonn^demon hnd scourged us and departed, the 
silent pestilence rose from ^ne green plains l^af 
smQed beneath his reign, and stalked resistless 
among their inhabifB,nts. -. ' 

■^ *^i[twasac«W«alperiodfbrmy^Hend.. Thenew- 
c^ar beneath their house had been half-fiH^d with* 
water, and I dreaded extremely its efiect on her 
htoldi. But there wd>6 no way to escape it, except' 
to leave the house, which was scarcely thought ne* 
cesMury, while the danger seemed so remote* She* 
nfttserred her spirits and energy through alU tiH . 
her husband was prostrated fey the ^Ver. Then 
came her time of trial Except the laborer who- 
had aesifted her husband on his &rm, they were 
alone, and ours was the nearest fkmily "with which 
they had any acquaintance, i rode over nearly' 
every day after iny woik was done, and frequently 
) the night with her. lliere w^ a long pe^' 



lAii of dbeAafctibaaspetise. The^ stubie dwald viui 
ragiiig .ekewlierA with a fe*rf|il m&gtmyi and it 
wa« ampofltfiye, fbr imx^ dajB, to My whetlier 
b»pe or f6«r Biedominated. I Imew tbtt the 
4»l^ot im heraeit must be gieat, wbicbd^r way the 
«o«le tuniad/ Wlieii die exciteikient was remchred, 
1^ ii)n3t sitik. It WBB4S^^ea b» I ^beaded; Bfaa 
^i^^ attadkdd Imig b^^Tre the t»co^eiy ef ber hfis-^ 
band, aad both kiy helpleeft; dependetit en tbe 
i^U of tfaeir faked man send the kii^dneai of neigb^ 
bon. I watched wkh i!hem evevy alternate Bighi; 
ftir fieveiml weekfi, and spene a part of ahnocit ey€^ 
day then^y aftef she was brought to her bed. • Her 
attack comtneiiced widi a fever aad termifiated in 
a ^i^iiature ie€«ifiaei3fteiit. The babe ^at had bees 
ISO loftg aiid joyfiiliy expected, was thrown beed^ 
lesdy aside, atid all atteintioii coneentrated on the 
fiinVing Mothef-^biife vainly. She Bunriyed emit 
l^ll the thiidday^ and the first time her husband 
1^ his bousd, was to fiiUow his wife and ehild i0 
i^e httle spot you visited to-day, Ib^Math those 
trees. His grief was appalling. Sickness had 
blanched his datk ^lee into a gha^y hue, and 
drawti'deep finxows in his dbeek., which were hn-' 
movable as if chiseled m granite. He had seen 
Kttle of her lately, for his meittal fecultie^ had 
been partidly suspended while she was watdiing 
by hui^coueh^ he knew she had becQ indth hit9» 
but in f»r^ible alffistion which he had not soothed. 
Her last days were days of intense inental suffer-, 
in?, which he had not alleviated ; and, finaliy. her 
^ had closed in fierba agonies, wbi<^ he had4)een 
eompelled to witness, but could neither simre not 
relieve. He seemed to be a stranger to himself 

fb these new circumstances, that hsS so su^enly 
€^nged the aspect of his whole life. 

< ^Her grave l/smB the^tst that had been made 
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9mpng U8. We selected tbe spot for its quiet 
l>eauty, and the . repose which its situation prom* 
ised the. deadyO'ven when all who are interested io^ 
them pass away. When we arrived at the tomb, 
it seemed impossible for him to resign her without 
<me more look. The lid of the cofEn was removed ; 
he gazed a brief moment, bent over it, imprinted 
o^Orlong kiss on the cold brow, and turned away. 
The mother and child were lowered, the grave 
filled— and thus. departed the strang^er who had 
come among us «o recejitly, filled with hope and 
joy. His home was now top desolate to be en- 
dured. All that had made it^ home was gone fi^r 
ever. He returned to us sick, dejected, melan- 
choly; all the brightness which had eathered round, 
his life turned to darknessr-all his hoiH3 to dor- 
spair. The house now stands untenanted, a cheer- 
less sight to us who have known its better .time. 
He spends his days, at work on his farm, and his 
^venings ^s you see. But, notwithstanding his mis- 
fprtuncMS, be still loves dur country, and will, I 
thi^, remain in it." 

** That, I believe^".ssdd I, " is the choice of most 
who ever spend a^y time here, and it was tome a 
mystery very difficult of solution, till I saw wbat 
enchains them. I do not now wonder that, a per- 
son who ^as senses to be gratified, with all the va- 
rious objects of each, that surround him here, and 
higher faculties to be elevated by communion with 
pature in her loveliest forms, can never willingly 
leave the land in which they are so daintily fed." 

" Yes," replied Mary ; " there is a charm in 
this country which cannot be resisted. But what 
is it ] I have lived here five years, and am yet 
imable to s£^y. It may H^ in.our majestic streams ; 
in our glorious prairies ; in our delicious springs, 
and summers ; pur profUse and glowing autiunn; 
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in diie Tftriety of free and joyous Inrda and animals 
that reyel here ; in the unrestraned freedom which 
we enjoy, or in all these combined." - 

" Undoubtedly, if my short acquaintance entitles 
me to ;in opinion, it is the latter/' 

'' Social and .jphysical freedom exist here," said 
Mary, ''in their most enlarged forms. In less 
fevored portions of the earth, man is more or less 
enslaved. Want, custom, artificial de^res, or some 
of the thousand phantoms which tread mpon the 
heels of human enjoyment, restrain his freedom. 
They limit his action, give cotnplexion to his feel-* 
ing, oppress his. thought, cut off his communion 
with me primal sources of truth. His necessities 
have each an individual voice, and call loudly for 
eSxat, He may not rest tUl this is made. Here, 
it is to a great extent otherwise. Our genial cli* 
mate and exhaustless soil afford an abundant and 
ready retcbm for his labors. He is soon released 
from want, and his faculties, rebounding from their 
depressed condition^ go leisurely forth in quest of 
happiness. There is just enough of ease in his 
outward circumstances to excite, instead of ener- 
vating the tone of his energies ; and with enlarged 
capadties for. enjoyment, he finds himself sur- 
rounded by the most propitious array of facts and 
objects ^r promoting it. Nature in her loveliest 
and benignest aspect is spread before him. She 
invites hun to her acquaintance ; and while he 
courts it, the jarring selfishness in which his life 
has been spent softens into greatei^ hannony with 
the ffood, the true, and the beautiful in creation. 
He becomes a better, wiser, happier man. His 
fetters crumble, and he begins to reach forth to 
ascertain the boundaries and qualities of the new 
sphere in which he finds hims6l£ These are such 
jBS to afford bun a greater degree of pleasure than 

H 
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Jib ham pfdbablj ewr b^fiiw cocper&epoecL 9f0»- 
idom £Dom want, purehlMed widi a moderate «m cC 
his physical pMran^ freMLom from aocial trani- 
owla; froadom from the itnii^gle^ of an etHuladon 
founded in vanity, or odMr 'ntiatod doMUM ; from 
Jtba myriad &nuB of roidoaa ^nd alt^rith exceaa 
mhacti fefllng takev in tnoc^ popttlooi regiOBay 
«rlieie maa's mtnrooiaae is moie wmk iup f^Qow9> 
aad leis with Nature andlns God/' 

^' These elements," I r^4ied» ^ create a happi* 
aass which all can enjoy and apprecuDe^ the evuti** 
vatsd as well as tlie rmde. Henoe it is a^ l0ng^ 
A ppobkin with me, that <ffia posseasiag tolerahi^ 
powons of rauid may lea^e the nuMt rateed society 
txf the <dder wodd, where matarial as well as mental 
^e^ance hare |nwviously sutroui>ded fadm, and^ 
comings here, £nd that charm in his life» though 
Btxrpped of ererything that had before constituted 
happmfwa, which wfll not let him sever MmselffiCTii 
Tour £ur land without many a pang and heCiTtielt 
longing to lay himself onoe more upon tti broad 
and beaadful bosom.'^ 

^ There ia aaother thought,'^ said Mary, ^ whieh 
has always coastituied a Strang bond between my 
heart and the land of my adop^on. It is that o^ 
' the mifffaty Future which^ lies before n country 
possesnng resoacves like ours. To bear a pait in 
developing this, seeass ta me equally «aieulat)ed tc^ 
etimulata and gratify etor noblest powers^'* 
< ^'Unoueatienably; but are audi thot^htsea^yed 
by ai^ W the noU^ c^ass of minds I Hare th^ 
existence among the unthinUag and uncultiv^ited f' 

** A better d^^d ene, I mgpect,*^ replied mjr 
eister, '' than you are cUsposed to concede to them* 
Indeed, I thmk tbem bom of the eountry, and 
nursed by every day'e acquaintance with it» One 
icould as well gaze upon the rising sun and not 



foresee tihe e^lendors <if mldttey, iw Msrd ,bi Itliese 
magnificent pkcins, aiid have n6 l4eion of their 
future greatness." *: 

** You are probably rigbt. At leaftt, I tave as 
yet no authonty to dii»pute opkdoiM groining out 
of five years* experienc€^i** . .' v • 

" I think your longer dwelling here would lead 
you to the same conclusions. It is impossible for 
the commonest mjnd tQ res^t the united influences 
of which we have spoken. It must be elevated 
ttsd made bappier by i^m. Hen^e, if I were 
asked to name the diarm tW binds the prairie 
settler to his home, I would say; it is notmenely 
the fi»e elknate, the beaattful lai^s, the diversity 
^ the natural i^re^ld, nor tli<^ itiajeety of stream or 
plain, iM)r erven «he boutMifhl seasons. It ii the 
combined effect of all these, giving the widest ftee^ 
dom of thougli^ and action^ and inspiring ead^ ki^ 
Tiduai wii^ the consciotj^ei» that his acts, be they 
§6w or BMmy, tM upon |he development of en^^ , 
gies that have slumbered fi>r ages, but are no'w fast ' 
growing tfito ^igan&o stature liefore the world. 
Nor is it necessary ,< in order to consdtute a part 
of that whidi prompts us to action, that f^ese ioeee 
ghotild have a distinee existenee in the mis^. Mpn 
often a6t &>om motives that' arn buried beneath an 
ocean of Ugh^r f^ing, and are but partially 
reco^ized by themselves/ till, fibs the electric 
shock, whicli compels ^e sea to reteal its moiit 
(^tattling 0e«rets, some mighty ev^it, seerdiing the 
depths ^f their being, brings ihem to the surface^ 
tp astonish their possed6oi«. Many a man hai 
mouldaved into dust, whose life has been shs^d 
by motives which, elotiied hi words, wocild a| 
first have appeared strangers to hitoi, but which 
ha would soon come to recognize as a paii of 
kims^'* . :!' - ^: 
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** But it ia bedtime for people who rise witk the 
day, and to-morrow you have another half-day's 
penance to perform at — ^ — " 

" Which I shall rejoice to have accomplished, I 
assure you. Good ni^ht ; I am certain I shall see 
that dark face in my dreams.'' 

■. - / • . . ) ■ 



CHAPTER XI. 

Our life at Prairie Lodge soon became more 
quiet. Visits having been deceived and for the 
most part returned, we were left to the enjoyment 
of our own circle. But I had still seen so little of 
the Suckers that every opportunity of coming in 
contact with them was gladly embraced, and just 
as we were beginnii^g to cast about for some ex«- 
cursion that should ftimish one, the kindest of all 
chances sebt along a traveling menagerie, and 
circus. A most rare conjunction of attractions for 
the " natyvesJ* 

The ''Zoological Institute and Grand Corps 
of Equestrians" was to exhibit on Friday the 
day of June, at the town of Washington, about ten 
miles north of us. It contained an elephant, two 
camels, a Numidian lion, a royal Bengal tiger, 
and several other le^s important personages, all 
whose claims were duly set forth ; in addition to 
which, die " Grand Equestrian Corps" would ex- 
hibit the " most remarkable acts of horsemanship,'* 
and " Messrs. Sands and Turner would perfomcK^ 
some of the most striking feats of physical agility 
ever witnessed." In short, the enter|)rising pro- 
prietors had determined to spare no pains to make 
these wandering entertainments as attractive as 

Kstible. But the certainty that the native popur 
ion from far and near ^ould be gathered waa 
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Sufficient f<xr me, without reference to the wonder^ 
fill attractions siet forth in the hilk. Master Junius 
was anxious to see the elephant, lion; tigers, et cet.^ 
and his fether apd mother to see him enjoy the 
novelty; so it was determined without dehate to go 
to the menagerie. It rained nearly all the night 
preceding, hut the eventful day opened hright and 
clear as became a day in Juuq. The horses were 
harnessed to the large farm-wagon, from eight to 
twelve chairs placed in it, some sidewise for bett^^ 
stowage and some i&cing each other. All the 
umbrellas, from our smart new-comers, to the old 
mutilated ones whose heads^ had grown grey, and 
whose limbs were fractured and luxated by five 
years' service in a new country, were put in requi- 
sitidn. Everything being ready, and the party 
seated, we set forth. 

While we are making way over the w^ prai- 
rie and through the '* Sluesy* I shall, with the 
reader's leave^ introduce to him the steeds by the 
aid of whose good limbs we journey. They are 
emigrants, and have always held themselves very 
much aloof from the natives of their i^ecies, so 
that, notwithstanding a residence of five years, 
they are not on visiting terms with one of their 
neighbors. The one whose character and career 
are most interesting bears/ a name which has suf- 
fered much since the time when he gloried in it: 
This cognomen is Tyler. At the time of which I 
write, and for seveiial years before, the adjective 
** old" had been prefixed, but it was purely in hon- 
or of his years, not as an epithet of insult. Tyler 
had some peculiarities which made him rather a 
pleasant object of contemplation wherewithal to 
diversify a long ride. His physical eccentricities 
deserve precedence. There was - about the for- 
ward extremity of his neck a sort of decayed or 



M Lira in nuims i<ikirpi 

eomtvicted appeaiwso^, «§ if ke oooe fftdbrcdidba 
emtceme penalty .of the lavT tg^d tke iaapr984ioii (^ 
iti idstrumeBt ytes ii^«r ^bced< This givm 
bU bead the tir of not beisg at h<»Qe -with 1^ 
body; It locdced as if he had drawB it in -a lotc 

2f aad not bemg pleased Mrith Mi bi^rgMii^ haA 
sed all pains to make the be6t of it^ umA pn;^ 
it on is the rudest afeyle/^-e li&long w^anaiag to aS 
boraes wbo would speoukte in like viaaner*. Bat 
the other defenaiTe member saindiBpensable to ^ 
CMadtu|»eda^wia cbiraoterifjed by the i^Yorse of all 
liieBe ^^ipeafranoesbr Itybad been robbed of ita natr 
and fm propoitions^ so that caoly a fraction of it 
was left, but what il^m was, was perfectly at bosae 
and Tery useM in thb small aipaefe in which ifr 
i|ioral. Its principaL offiee w^n the . body waa 
not at work was to refi:esh the memory of dies* 
and add, bitterness to the nattital prejudices of these 
insects against the owners of aH sach append agea. 
It was not as efficient in defence as m offence^ 
but was tireless in both capacities, to the extent of 
its abilities. No one ever saw. it stilL Its most 
brilliant achieYements^ however, were displayed 
when the owner was employed > and of all the>kitids 
of labor which be perfonmed, traveling before a 
waggon seemed meat to &,vor its powers and pre* 
tensions. Tyler had a gait which I think was aa 
anomaly among his species, though his friends 
balled it a ** trot'' It was .eonsid^ubly slowei' thaa 
a walk, but was characterised by such a harmony 
ef the whole animal, ntental and phyaicntl, that it 
was reaUy a pleaaore to see him perftotn it. Ha 
settled into it naturaUy, ^k&e one or two i^plica** 
lions of d>e lash, and instantly there was such an 
air of repose and contentment in his &ce, and such 
a haimonious moving of Che whc^e body and it^ 
appea^bges, that it was delightful to bob mm. On 



timae oochbiqAiSi die ofgfttt rf wiiich We «|)e4l| 
played its most brilliant part. > It aeemed ^ gov« 
^mhift^itiro mBchmerj, to be as it were the mcusio 
inaaler of the chc^ and by ks beats tegulale tAk0 
wJboIe. So |)erfect lyas its supii^iiiac/^ thafe eveii 
the engrafted head vielded and swung frcnn side to 
side in exact Umti with it. Flie^ could now light 
With imt>unity, for the harmony was w^ to be 
broken ror a tr^« 

. Tyler had a habit which it seemed absolutely mar* 
>elOiia how be could pieserY«, of appealing Tory 
much astonished when any tneans were t^en to 
quii^en his gait He^ however, used his Qaiv and 
Wl principally to mimifest this feeling. The fer« 
mer would pnck up and the latter flaAb out of all 
timoi as if some Wonderful phenomenon had burst 
UpoQ his senses. But he recovered firom it in an 
mcredibly abort space | the tail resumed its swing 
jmd the ears their unwondenng position, befcHre he 
Imd described a distance equal to the length of 
himseif and the waggon. Tben if the request were 
Repeated at the end of that time, he experieliced 
the same surprise^ and numifested it in the si»ne 
HaannoTi with the addition of a shake of the head 
if it were pretty sharply conveyed. There, wae 
but one argument wr increased speed which 
wrought ai^y conviction in Tyler's mind. To thia 
l^ always yielded on its first preaentatioii. if you 
exhibited ^e comer of a buffalo robe to him ovca^ 
the side o£ a waggon, he construed it into a necea-^ 
sity that could not be resisted, and away hisb hele^ 
x;ogeneous body flew over the prairie, helter« 
skeltct*, one eye ever and anon cast back to see 
wheither &o reason were stiH good. Such a» 
event always gave a dsock to his feelings firom 
which he did not soon recover; unless the remain- 
ing distance were long, it was certain to be accooK 
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plielied In much less. time than if his tranquillity 
had not heen thus disturbed. 

Tyler was sustained in his labors by a cpmpan- 
i<m of the feminine gender to whom he had been 
long and faithfully attached. But she was Xan- 
tippe to his Socrates. If his conduct was. at any 
time offensive to her taste, which it must be con- 
fessed was more. refined than his, she informed 
him promptly by snapping his ears and' otherwise 
showing the most unequivocal symptoms of wrath. 
I fancied that her affections waned as the graces of 
youth departed froih her companion* 

But Tyler has swung his head, tail, and feet to 
some purpose, for here we are in the suburbs of 
the town whose name vnll, if its proprietors are to 
be believed, redound not a little to the honor of 
the Father of his Country. It is prettily situated 
in a grove, through the borders of which runs a 
stream of considerable size. As we come upon 
the high sweH south of the village, we have a full 
view of its principal street. At this moment it is 
Hned with a crowd of all ages and sexes, dressed 
in a great variety of styles^ vJ'e descend the slope, 
cross the bridge, and are at once in the midst of 
them. Let us aHght here. This is my menagerie* 
I wish to fall in with that tide of females, and hear 
what they say. There are three walking along to- 
gether. One of them has on a pair of paper shoes, 
and is obliged, as she .wishes to keep her feet in 
them, to tread rather daintily; the others, moi^ 
prudent, have walked in their substantial leather 
shoes, and carry the finer ones wrapped in their 
pocket handkercbieft* They are talking busily 
while they pick their steps in the black mud. One 
of them adaresses her fiiend on the right. 

" I expect there'll be a power of fdks hyur to- 
day." 
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•* I felckon," iajthe brief r«pjy, . 
"Was you ever in one of these hyur lAowaP* 
**No, I never wa^ ; tut Irelie has beea.^' : 
"Whar wasitatr \ 

''In lidiany, 'fore dad moved hyur. Slmsiud 
there ^vas & heap of droll beasts in thtt, and dad 
says they're pretty much alike. ^They tote ika 
same critters about every summer in darorent parts 
of the couutery." 

; '* Welly it's just as. good, I reckon, for them that 
never seed 'em e&re," said the third j^trty, who 
had hitherto be«a silent^ 

, "Yea, I reckonso.iand two bits ain't miM^anyi- 
how, if they should bring the same back.'* 

"Where be theyV exclmmed the' one in ad- 
vance of her companions, looking up as die c^ 
prbached the public sq^uare ; " I don't see nothing 
Ayvr." : ■ ' _^ 

" No, I aUow ywi won't," said her £aez»i, laughs 
ing, " they don't keep 'emruimki about the rwds; 
They d^'t many would pay two bits to see 'em if 
they run out" 

. ByJEhis^time we had reached Ae centre ^of. the 
village. The twa prudent fadiea/'tumed into the 
house of an acquaintance to change theiqr shoes, 
and We w^itt on toward the 'immense canvass pa« 
vilion, which was erected just beyond.*^ The usual 
noises wbidi proceed from acoUec^oil of the kind 
.were issuing from it as we entered on theflood-^ 
tide of ^u^^ri^m that was setting into the aarrc^w, 
virinding door/ A large tmmber of grated boxes 
were . placed atpund the aides^ and one stately 
elephant was vibra^g at the upper end, between 
a large and small cameU An immionse number of 
seats rose- to the very rooTfrom the spaces.between 
tlie waggons, a part of which were already taken; 
diough it was^ eady 'm the day. Whil^ the youi^ 
7 I 
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letter- wnter went one way, to delight ^liis iktlter 
and mother witH biB origintd remarks and {Profound 
questions on the animals, I turned aiiother, to 
Study what was by far the mpVe interesting to me— 
ihe humian part ot the show. 

- It wbutd be vain to attempt any description of 
the eictsemal of this crowd. The philosophy of 
Sartor Resartus himself would have fa^ed in the 
endless variety before me.^ Here were garm^ts 
whose' age must have exceeded that of their wear- 
ers'; — ^bcoinets c^ a ^hion which must have pre^ 
vailed in the last century, for nothing like, them 
had ever been known within the inemory of the 
oldest of our party ; Vandykes in imita;tion ctf the 
Elizabethan periodf and caps, whose fantastic pro- 
portions and trimming would have irritated the 
psibles of Hogarth^s sleeping congregation. There 
was one young girl barefoot, her head covered 
with an antique Leghorn, trimmed widi black, and 
projecting enormously over her face. Her dress 
was silk, of a hue which no language will describe. 
It wms compounded of the color of ^apple-ti'ee 
bark, old soap, and soje leather. The waist was 
too short to let her armsiall into their natural po- 
rtion ; whuBn they did, the blood-vessels ceased to 
perform theiif bffice, as the crimsoned broad hands 
knd protcuding^wriste gave toe palpable evidence. 
The brevity^ of this part, the length of the skht, 
the total absence of all toiirnure in that part of the 
%are where it has been fashionable of late years 
to admire it,^and the naked feet, made one of the 
most extraordinary toff^ enteniblea of the day. 
• Another miss, of more msi!tur« years, sported a 
pair of light pream-colored shoes with the hose 
which niBiture had given her, ancL these in quite an 
unsophisticated condition; a coarse rod and black 
^alico dress^ a silk apron of na^arine blue, and 4 
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bkck cape of the same material, over wldcb otie 
pi the ckpacious. tamboured collcu*s of tbe olden 
time was spread, its ; lateral e^remities drooping 
&om the elbow. On ber bead was a pink sufi- 
boAnet with a square frill wbicb covered ber 
^boulders, and a pair of green cotton gloves, tbe 
wiists drneonented witb wide lace, were displayed 
upoh ber bands. 

. Tbere was little conversation while they were 
examining the tenants^ of the ^cages. Some* 
tiunes an expression of wonder or admiration wfts 
elicited, but the hum which tires one's ^ars in an 
eastern a£|^mblage on like occasions . was jk>t 
beard. I, todi: an advantageous position on one 
of the seats, and gave myself up to the examination 
of the crowd. - Presendy Mary came up, to point 
opt a character. He was a middle-^ged man witb 
dark hair, and eyes whichr seemed to loxjk out at 
the sides of the bead, so continuaHy.were they roll- 
mg frdm side to, side. He was clad in a blue 
jeans coat, and pantaloons of the same, and held 
s^ large riding-whip inhis hand, wherewith he em- 
ployed himself in whipping tbie dust from one leg 
of the latter. He ^yas looking about with the air 
of a man to whom the emotion of surpHse was no 
longer possible. If be h&<l just reltumed froni the 
Afiican deserts with a fufi collection of ievery spe- 
cie^ of animal which tl^y contain, be. could^not 
have regarded these with move coolness. But for 
his garb and one other circumstance^ one would 
have affirmed he pould be no other than Van Am- 
burgh or Monsieur Martin himself. That other cir- 
cumstance was a certain oonstrained expression of 
l^e face,, and, when it rested upon a oew object, a 
gleaming of the eye, which, closely observed, 
Slowed that the man in tbe jeans coat and panta- 
kc^s was not, quite so f^mUiar with elephants^ 
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HoDB, tigers, &c, as be wi^bed tbe Yankees to 
think him. He was evidently playing a pto; for 
their ediicn^on* I watched him sometime, not a 
little amused at the assunsed indifference with 
which he suffered his eyes to wander abou^ him. 

The crowd increased erety moment, and began 
to form about the entrance a dense, heaving mass 
of heads. which, for aught one could see, might 
have b0en floating on some buoyant medium, so 
perfectly were the bodies which belonged to tbem 
concealed Qrom view. It was a very pleasant 
amusement to guess, when a new head appeared, 
what sort of body belonged to it, and foUow it to 
the skirt of the crowd, to test your own acuten^ss. 
The contrast between the fi^t and your expecta- 
tions was often highly ludicipus. Presently th^re 
appeared in. the midst of the scene an upper ex- 
tremity whicm lef^ on^ in na doubt ds to the char- 
acter of the pedestal on which it was supported, 
. for die shoulders and part of the chest towered 
clear of tiie crowd, and bore aloft one pf the mo^ 
extraordinary hejads*— its furniture included'-^ I 
have ever had the go6d fortune to see. The ftu:e 
indicated that it might have seen some fifty-five 
years. It vras a long face, sharp at the lower ex- 
tremity, and rather rounded at the uj^r. The 
eyes were between a grey and a black. They had 
a quick and penetrating, but not a Testless glance ; 
they were -eyes which had be«n^5ompelled to lE^rve 
their owner in seeoea of danger, end had contracted 
the halnt of looking too strongly to be able to 
abandon it when the necessity wiu removed. Tho 
mouth seemjdd to have been originally drawn up 
at the contra, as if nature had made it to laugh, 
but the events of life^ had thwarted thb purpose,, 
and hung so ^leavily upon th^m as to draw theim a 
little below the straight line. Yet there was ever 
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and lanon an 0SoTt made to repair this wipn^, 
ivhicli lent an indescribaHe mixture of the sorrow- 
M and t^omical to the face. The eyes shared in 
giving utterance to these blended^ emotions, but 
when aiiiything decidedly comical presented itself^ 
they supported the melandioly expression, and put 
on a loo&-*-p93!tly df rdsistanpe, partly, of defisuice 
«-^which was very curious. Thud t^ fbce waa 
continually hovering between a smile and a cloud ; 
but ''the former Hseenied to be laboring under some 
disgrace, so that before it could faiHy show ittelfi 
it was hissed down, and' shrunk away in shame< 
Th0 for^ead waj» surrounded with short hair, 
Which had in former times been blade, but was 
now an iron grey. A very wide but scant cap 
borderhung over it,^ndthe whole was surmountea 
by a capacious sugar-loaf Navarino scoop, which 
had - once ^^ied with the raven hair, but was now 
faded, and mottled with bluish grey spots, that cor- 
responded well with the lead-colored ribbon that 
fastened it,' The crown moiuited from the back 
of the neck, in a cone, to the height of half a yard, 
and the ribbon climbed over this, holding loosely 
hi its place a circular piece of pasteboard, which 
supplied the absence of the original top. Let no 
one suppose/ however, that wie old lady had 
irepaired her blade hat with white pasteboard. It 
had either been inked, or dipped iii a black dye ; 
probably the latter, for ink must have been a rare 
article in her domicile* So much for the h^ad. 
Her shoulders were covered with a sinall black 
shawl, and' B blue and white cbtton 'handkerchief 
. supplied the place of a cravat, though neither. could 
possibly conduce to oomfbrt, in the heated crowd. 
At thei first look, it was impossible to avoid the 
ludicrous idea that the old lady had provided her- 
self, with stilts, the better to enjoy the spectade 
i2 
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before her ; but this thought wajs mstftntly put to- 
flight by the character of her fiice. Besides, her 
gigantic stature was too well proportioned^ and 
each part too much at home in its eleyation, to ad- 
mit the idea of tempcMrary or artificial foundation ; 
for she advanced when others stood still ^d gazed 
with wonder at her amazing stature and proeress. 
She fairly divided the- honors of the day with the. 
elephant, and stalked up to the camel 4n a inena-. 
cing^. attitude, as if she thought he did not see a 
woman of her presence every day, and.niight as 
well confess it at once. Sometimes her scoop bon- 
net covered half my field of vision, at others it was 
tut aed so that the paper-capped crown tt>were4 
ab( ye eveiythixlg else« As tne peoplie bej^an to 
take seats, pr^aratory to cleaiing the ring for the 
monkey ride, i was very desirous that the old lady 
should get a post in my neighborhood. I rose on 
my f<^et, therefore, and as her eye was wandering, 
in search of an eligible spot, beckoned her to ap- 
proach. She looked hard at me a moment, as if a 
little bewildered, and then, suddenly changing the 
expression of her' face, came down at her most 
rapid pace. As she approached, I made room for 
her beside me. 

" 1 reckon," said she, while adjusting herself in 
it, ** you're Miss Roberts' sister tiliat's come lately 
from York. You look a heap alike." 

" Indeed," said I, ** has my sister the good fortune 
to know you?" 

" O yes, I've know'd Miss Roberts ever since 
«he come to the country, and a right smart woman 
she 18, if she is your sister." , 

" Really, do you consider her * smartness ' any 
the more remarkable on that account?" 

"No, I didn't jist mean that, but I've all'us 
sthoughp a heap of Miss Roberts, and like to say it.'' 
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The old lady's panegyric was interropted by the 
voice of the manager oixlering the mere cunous to 
"fall back/' and clear the gromid. My neighbor's 
head was ifistantly turned and elevated several 
inches to command the theatre of action. ; A beau- 
. tiful little brolvn pony trotted out into the ring, and 
was very soon foUowed by a saga<Hous and most 
respeotable-looking monkey in regimentals. He 
was introduced to the gapiiig midtitude as Gen. 
Jackson, but his servility made it a poor, compli- 
ment to his Roman ^ prototype. Tl^ master of 
oeremoQies on this occasion, as on aQ similar, ones 
which I have ever witnessed, was a very tall man 
in a long-skirted frocl^-coat and "rather short trow- 
sers. The, fact is one which I would recommend 
to the attention of naturalists — -not a little ingenuity 
may be exhibited in its solution^ Whether it is 
one person who, gifted with ubiquity to a (Certain 
43xtent, presides over all the monkey-rides of the 
country, or whether there is a peculiar affinity be- 
tween these animals and tall men, ei^e qiuestions 
beyond my depth. Any on^ wha inclines .to the 
latter .suppos^on will.please beielrin mind that the 
principle, whatever it be, muisit cover the long frock- 
coat, the short pantaloons, anii a taU-seedy hat. I 
liave never known thei^e adjuncts fail*, On the 
present' occasion the performance was nolr very 
brilliant. The pony threw up his heels and whirled 
exactly with the crack 6£ the whip,, the monkey 
was quite as inelegant as usual in his postures, and 
not. a-whit more excited with the novelty of his 
Sucker audience than if he bad been performing for 
a common New York assemblage. I didtHnkbe 
winked a little quicker when he faced the Nava- 
ritio, but it might have ^ been imagination. 'The 
j&ost edifying part, of the whole spectacle was tbrn 
comments of my neighbor. . / . . -j 
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** M%htj i" «lie ^cclaintBd, ms the pony took lud ' 
placO) ^what be^they goin to set on that Httle 
horse's back 1 That great feller aih't iq^in to 
mount him, 111 knock mm off myself if he does. 
He's too long for such a powerful little beeftt. The 
great lazy rame^ffm." 7 

The good old lady, in h^ fiien<Hy seal for tilie 
pony, forgot that the fdlet whoip she was dch 
nouneing was several ioibhes below her own 
statute. But while she wcus in the high tide of 
her anatheme^ the moaikey appear^. Bhe looked 
for a mtoment quite bewildered, and lU; last broke 
out. V 

''Well ifthese Yankees don't go ahead <^heaveii 
and airth ! I reckon how ^ey miade that little 
fixin a-puipose for that horse, but he ain't ^reiy 
handiM>me no how ; he looks like a baby with h^ 
grandfather's head on. They mought a made the 
tail of his coat l<Miger, and heM looked better than 
he does now — ^but the Yankees don't care what's 
decent, for the young women goes with their nedn 
bare a heap more than I OTor seed anybody else." 

Dropping the tone of soliloquy^ and addressing 
herself to me in the most earnest manner, '' Look 
at them two critters," said she, " I s'pose they are, 
for they say that one that's ridin ain't a boy; for all 
he looks so powerfol Hke one. ThiO; hcnrse'll throw 
him otf* yet, and stomp his Inrains into the ground if 
he's got any." 

Two or three whirls of the pony wrought the 
<Ad lady's sympathy and mdignation to ti»d h^hest 
pitdi. 

**If everybody felt Kke I do they wmldn't set 
Bucfa a foot as tiiat a horseback, whether he's a 
monkey or not. He's aHve, I reckon, and that^i 
<»ciough to make a christian take him off o' th«t 
critter'a back, anyhow." 
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T Tlie tall man came m for lib share of denttllcia;^ 
tion at every new feat/ which he commanded the 
monkey to execute, and before the three perform- 
ers reth^d, the ^good old lady had denounced all 
Yankees and ^ Yankee diuns " for the fortieth 
time. The man in ^e jeans dotbea and ridings- 
whip had watched the whole afiair with such etid^ 
admiration, that die look of contempt which he 
remembered-to assume after Uiey retired was ex*- 
tremely ludicrous, and served better than a volume 
to reveal his whole character. But he was too 
remote for his comments, if he made any, to be au«> 
dible to us. 

Next came Mr. Turner with.hitf dog, and their 
wonderfol feats drew whole volleys of exclamation 
from my transparent neighbor. ' But when the 
young n^an climbed the centre pole and suspend- 
ed lumseU* from its top by a cord around his 
wrists, the poor woman could restrain herself no 
longer. 

''Mighty Heaven!" she exclaimed, or rather 
shridced, for her voice was sharpened by her ex- 
cited sensibilities. '' I>oes the 'famal YanJ&ee think 
we come to a hanging I've saw one^in my^lifo, 
and that^l do me. But if he's a mind to hang thar 
he may, I won't look at him,*', and the giant hat 
swung quickly round, faoibg the audience above. 

'Mt don't make you feel like it does me," she 
remarked, touching my. elbow, f* or you wouldn't 
look that way. I reckon you never see ^ real 
hang, did you 1" 

"No.*' 

" Wall, you*d never want to see anoth^ if you 
had, (nor any such shammin as that. 'Tain't fit 
for folks to look at that knows what christians is." 

I expressed so hearty an assent to this opinion 
both in relation to the real and the sham hangings 
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liist the old lady looked earnestly at me for a mo- 
ment, and theJi s^id, ** Well now, I allow you've got 
some christian feelins in you. J like to hear any- 
body talk like that. Come and see me. Mr. R-^ — 
will tote you and Miss Roberts up some day, and 
I should be mighty glad to see you, and so would 
my old man." 

While this little complimentary by-play was 
going on, the man whotn we left suspended had 
come down, the crowd had relieved, its excited 
feelings by two or three hearty rounds of applause 
and several interchanges of opinion among them- 
selves. I lost sight of the man with the whip, but, 
to my great joy, he presently tapp^ared in our im- 
mediate vicinity. I pointed him ou^ to my neigh- 
bor, and a^ked who he was. 

"O, that's old man 6 ; everybody knows 

him for the biggest liar ever lived in these 
parts. It*s no account what you tell him,.he*ll 
alVura break up ahead on you. And o^e thing is 
strange, he alFurs tells lis lies as if be b'leeved 
them himself He was in the milichary under 
Gineral Harrison a good many year ago, an if 
they should set doWn together anybody dbat heerd 
him would reckon he was the first man of the 
two. There ain't nothin on airth that anybody 
has ever teed or know'd, btit what he's seed 
somethina powerftil sight bigger. You'll, see 
afore long, now he's come so mgh," 

While my friend was thus er^ghtening me, the 
ring had been again cleared, and a springing board 
elevated upon two blocks placed within it. In a 
fow minutes, one of the] most athletic-looking riders 
appeared in knit garments fitting closely to his fine, 
ttiuscular form, and was introduced to the audience 
(SIS Mr. Sands, who was about to perform some aur* 
prising gynanj^tic feats. , _ . . . . a 
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**f: hope he won't hang faimbelf/' said the old 
lady, looking earnestly at his splendid figure, " he's 
too hfi^ndsome, and there's been enuf of that jim- 
nasty now." 

But Mr. Sands, after a few preliminary'perform* 
anceB, to assure ^himself that he Was all nght, re- 
Keved the ^ood woman's apprehensions by setting 
himself into a sort of rotary motion in the air, like 
a human windmilL I counted twenty-nine of 
these surprising aerial evolutions, and then turned 
away, for the spectacle ^ew painfu). 
, - " He'll kill himself," said my excitable neighbor, 
.**why don't they take him aWayl Stop him!" 
she screamed; "he can't stop himseff! Why 
don't you catch hold of his legs and arms, some of 
you ] I could hold him myself if 1 was thar," 
and the sympathising creature rose on her^feet 
and stood expostulatmg with the heartless audi- 
ence some seconds before the performance ceasied; 
when it did, there was a great deal of confusion 
for a few moments, and then a shrewd neighbor, 
wh6 understood the constitutional ii^firmities of 
** Old man C ," remarked to him^ 

" Well, Mr. C— — , for a Tankee boy, that was 
^etty fairly done, eh]" 

." Oh, I reckon it'll pass among Yankees, biit it'« 
no account among us. When we was in the army, 
'we used to dd tfcit every day, and we had some 
fellers who would turn them somersets sixty-feet 
right up a tree J"/ " 

" What, iM^nches and alii" 
• •* No ; we cut away the branches of some of the 
-trees round toe camp, a purpose to have *em 
ready. It's no account to-do that. A right smart 
man would turn eighty or ninety without stoppin 
to breathe; that feQow, now, is a puffin like a beat 
horse." ' '. - ' 
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•* Y^, be does breathe a little quicker, it-B true, 
but we diink be bas done well." 

" Oh, it*j8 right ior you that never see anything 
better to think so, but I've got smarter blood tkvxk 
tibatmysetf." 

"Ahlhowr .^ 

^ ** My grandfather fit the British under Btig^n^p 
thar in did Yirginny; and when orders was givd 
ioT every man to take care of himself) he took a 
knapsack from a feller that was dead close by 
him, and put it xm hisn> and started* Jest as he 
got. to the fence, a powerful, big, old nigger that 
he.know'd a long time> hollered to hitn for help, 
£>r both His legs was brpke by a cannon-ball, and 
he allowed the Indians 'd scalp him if they got 
hold on him. So the old feUer j ust throws him. over 
the two knapsacks, and jumps th€» fence. But the 
'British was moal; on his heels when he cleared it* 
He retreated fiJUen miles in sixteen tninwtes, and 
then he come to the race-way of i^ mill eighteen 
feet wide ; that he jumped, and the British, halted 
on the other side for a raf):, and so he got away.*' 

<' With the two knapsack and the black man V* 
said the listener. 

" Yes, and the next day they weighed 'em al^^ 
and what do you reckon they all made r* 

" Two hundred pounds r 

'' Two hundred t The knapsackd weighed eighty 
a piece, and the old man ^yeighed two hundred 
and fifty without l^is legs, for they cut 'em off b^ 
fore they weighed him." 

" Indeed \ y,our grandfather must have been a 
very powerful man, to retreat so rapidly under 
such an immense burihen." . 

** Ye^, he vms tt right smart old fialler; but I'vfB 
seen younger men that could do o^ore than that»'* 

" Ah and who were they ]" ' . 
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** Vlhy^ 'tain't of j^ch account fbr^ a man to 
bgrag of himseif, bat I've done better than that ar 
in my o^¥n ti]ne'''(vi^iipping his boot SMure vehe^ 
mentfy than evet). " When I was with Gin. Har- 
rison, we wanted to make a . forced marcb onqe^ 
iwhen dra roads was mighty bad, and the streams 
all in a ftesk. So the gineral he come to me in 
the momin, and said he calculated I'd be the best 
Mian to ^o ahead, ior if anybody could do it— 1 
eould ; and the men would folkrw me better than 
a^y otjier man. So jest to oblege him I started on, 
and told the boys to come, for I'd clar the road for 
^«m. Wie^ went on till a^^er night, and it growed 
90 cold, we thought eyerything would freeze up 
anyhow. At last we come to a stream that had na 
a right 8mEui;HS€fnoe morning, and lef^ tiie ice un«r 
der water t I halted here, and waited §bT the gin- 
erral t<i come and insult with him albre I tried it 
We waited ah hour, and at lak the rare-guard 
come. I told the gineral that I reckoned we bet^ 
tei* hot try it that nig^ but he said he Wanted to 
ffit ov€Pc; and he allowed I could git the boys to. 
S>ll6w. So I never waited for bim to sx^ it i^n^ 
but I put right in, and swum my hone through^ 
and broke t£» ice all the way. When I got on 
t'other side, I toted four oar five old txem tb d^ ' 
water, and jidd/em across myself, 'cause ydu see 
the stream Was narrow, iihough it was isght deep. 

At last they allr|[ot across, and -then we maarched 
five mUes arare me gineral would let ua camp« 
When we cbme to t^e jdace, I started to ^t oS 
o' my hcMrse, and oouldn't^ stir. I was firose fast 
to the saddle. It was growing odder and colder, 
and I didn't know what I shoul4 doj> Some of 
the bciys allowed they could, warm soaae water, 
if I*d aet stalls and tiiaw me up. So tihey went to 
building fires, but I didn't want to set Uiere and 
K 
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wait; fOid, at last, I give a miglityBpriiigtbat lifted 
the horse right off his feet, foid when he come 
down, the ice cracked all arouiid, and I got loose." 

" You must have l^een sick after it," said his 
listener, " and so lost the battle the next day." 

" Not a bit of it. I never was better than I was 
Jibe next day ; and I'U tell you wbat I did. I had 
a boy to load my rifie, and while he was doing it; 
I fit the Indians with a hatchet. I shot twenty- 
one, and — " but here a surge of the retiring mul- 
titude took. the speaker and listener beyond my 
hearing. 

" There," said the old lady, who hs^l caught the 
last few words 5 " didn't I tell you right 1 . He'll lie 
like that as long as anybody will stop to hear him, 
and that's a wicked man that's keepin him agoin." 
' ** I bave heard," I replied, " of story-tellers who 
would never suffer themselves to be out-done by 
others, but this man seems determined not to be 
surpassed by himself." , 

"That's jest it," replied my fiiend. " If he 
should ever tell so big a lie that he couldn't tril a 
bigger one, I reckon 'twould kill him. Bui I see 
my old man yonder waitm. Good bye J come; 
and see me, and tell Miss Roberts to come wiUi 
you." And with these words the old lady de-" 
parted. ^ v , 

. I began now to experience some trepidation, 
les| it should not prove so easy to rejom my 
friends. I looked long and anxiously 't>ver the 
moviijg mass, but nowhere were their faces visible, 
till a sudden jog of the elbow brou^t me to the 
right, and showed Mary staoiding with Master 
'Junius- in her hand. 

, " Oome, * light down,' " said she. " John has 
gone for the horses, and you will not find another 
Sivs. S. here to^ay." . ' 
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"Nor anywhere else, I apprehend," bbH. I. 
" Women like het must be rare." 

"Y^s, they^re/jmore's- the pity, for, with all 
her eccentricities, and they are interwoven with 
mind and body , she possesses sbnie of the finest 
'elements of diaracter. Kind,' just, generous; and 
hospitable, with clear perceptions and a ready 
liumor, blended with' the best feelings which be,- 
long to humanity, yet almost wholly devoid either 
of die arts of cultivated life, or the prejudices of 
;her class, she is a model of a frbmier house wifo. 
Poor woman! she has endured much physical 
headship and su^ring, as Well as other afflictions. 
.They seem to have bent her naturally buoyant 
; spirits almost to the ground, so that one is con- 
stantly reminded, while conversing with Jier, of 
-the'pu^le frost flower we used to admire so much 
at tteeftst, which, always bent under the strong 
,]Noveny3er blasts, seems evei; vainly seeking to 
.regain its former positioii. You may laugh at 
my comparison, and tiinik that a woman over six 
'feet, with such a Navarino a^d oth^r appurte* 
'nances, ' should remind one of, flowers only by 
f contrast; but when you have lived as long as I 
; have, away from the wc»:ld where clothes make 
.the man or woi^ian, you will learn to see and 
.appreciate beauty of spirit, irrespective of garb.^' 
/ " I scarcely needed such a lesson its I have liad 
to-day, sister, to teach me that. You know I 
.never placed undue value upon dress, nor other 
material refinement; and if I had* I could not 
> have failed to discover some pf the spiritual 
beauties^ you have enumerated, ui^derthe^ coarse 
exterior of your friend. She seems an excellent- 
hearted wcMnan! With some cultivation, and a 
.Httle training in the -hands- of a posture-master, 
;sh© might have carried even her enormous stature 
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into any circle, and awakeaed only Aspect and 
affection. As it is, I have no doubt these are the 
predominant sentiments wkh which she> is re- 
garded by her acquaintance. Still it cannot be 
demed that the Navarino is an extraorcBnary 
adjunct of such a figure ; see, now^ if it is not," 
aaid I, pointing to the huge Pennsylvania waggon, 
in which the good woman was seated, besi^iier 
httle'^bf^hi^id. " It is in admirable keeping; all 
but the man, is it not 1 The very horses seem to 
copy their mistress : but the husband must be a 
cipher!" 

*' No ; you are mistaken. He is almost the 
eqmd of $is wife in exceDenoe, and enjoys as 
undisputed supremacy in his ftmiily as if &e sise 
were all on his side.'* ^ 

^ That is the best thine you have said of her 
yet. But I am going to visit her some time, and 
then I shall see for myself. Here are our steeds, 
and, I think, by the time Tyler has accomplished 
ten miles, we shall be willing to discuss something 
more substantial than external c^ spiritual beauty.*' 

Just as we were crossing the stream I looked 
back. The great tent was struck, the cages were 
all converted into close waggons, the circus horses 
and riders had off their hoBday garb, and were 
^ach ready for the jouhiey biei^e &em: the 
camels had shouldered their bundles, and the 
elephant, acting as his own porter^ though under 
a cloak, was advancing towards us. But we soon 
left them out of sight; for Tyler plied his six 
organs of locomotion with suchN praiseworthy 
celerity, that we reached home just as the sun 
was sinking before us into a range of gold and 
purple mountains. 

Thd adventures of the day led to some lively 
discussion of men and things in the west. I found 
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^the doscencUnt of the ** Begyne^^ hero was qtiite 
jis notorious as he had been represented hj that 
eccentric show. The stories which he told that 
dky were declared to have fonned a part of his 
honest belief £>r the last ten years. 
- . " It cannot be . otherwise," said my brother, 
'* for he has, within that time, repeated them iSO 
often,, and so earnestly, that he woi^ have, con- 
vinced you yourself of their truth, unless you had 
argued their probability in your owii mind after 
each telling; and certainly, he has a right to in- 
dulge in the luxury of ^uch hard-earned belief.* 
"His stories no longer amuse me ; but his absurd 
misapplication of words has not lost that power. 
It is only a few days since he called on us in the 
field to inquire for * strays.' We told him there 
was one afiiopg our cattle, and were about specify- 
ing its age, et cet, whe^i he stopped us, a^^aid 
:we ought always to make a man who was looking 
for strays ^ subscribed ih^em himself * Now I'lji 
iubscribeihQ beast I am looking fdr, and you can 
tell whether it's this one or iiot.' When he had 
finished the ' subscription,' as ha called it, we in* 
formed him that it did not belong to bur * stray,' 
and, he plumed himself not a little on the shrewd 
l^son he had taught U3." 

I afterward saw a deed, conveying a xjcmsider-* 
able amount of real estate, of which this expe* 
rienced gentleman had taken the acknowledge 
ment. He had never held the office of magistrate, 
nor was he in any way qualified to perform an act 

* Th^ese passages ipay serye ta ^ow the almost ^credible 
influence or habitual falsehood in warping the judgment as well 
tfi the moral sense. The anecdotes delated m the text were 
narrated with as much grsTity, and, ultimately, I have no doubt; 
with almost as earnest a belief in their trutht as the demon- 
stration of any proposition could) be recited by a grave pro- 
leeior. c 

8 k2 
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of tbe lu&d. It was, therefore, *' 6f no aecoant,'' 
either in a legal or a comnum sense* But it had 
the merit of uriginsdit^. Both in Btructure and 
jozthogtaidLj. It was Iniefor, too, than those 
forms wherewith more learned gentlemen certify 
llie legality of Hke documents. Here it is, ver- 
batira eC literatim >-^ 

y 

" hear i dothe surtify that the said his 

wife and the said — is the said peepul thut 

lias meud this said dead an4 tbej allow they did it 
without compunptions or fears of tbemselyes or 
enny body the said wummen aint 'feared of her 
said inan nor him of ier— Thereunto i set my 
hand an seal 

. (seal,)" 

But ererything has an end,- and I know of n6 
class who should be more gratefol for tiois trudi> 
than people who are continusdly making themseWea 
absurds Even ** CHd man €'s " ridiculous blunders 
ceased to excite our laughter, and after the cowa 
had been milked and tibe xhickens fed, we retired 
to rest, with a hearty welcome to the kind ** Be- 
fitorer," after the length^ied amusements and 
labors of the day. Our repose was not broken till 
deep in the night, when the growlhig €f£ Ho&s, ti^ 
gerSy etc., and the heavy rumbling of waggons, with 
ue tramp of horses, roused us. The meni^erid 
was passmr on its way to the n6xt town to exhibit. 
The following morning the elephant was found to 
hare left the print of lice foot in the s(^ turf beyond 
the house. It was about fifteen inches deep, and 
large enough to allow a childof six or seyen years 
to sit down in it. It was not obliterated for mai^ 
we^Ouiw 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

TaB time had xtovr arrived when I vna to leaxe 
Prairie Lodge and try my fortunes among strangers. 
This was in truth the commencwnent of '* Western 
}ife " to me ; for in my sifter's home i^e ruder and 
less pleasant conditions of life in a liew country 
had been s<^ned down by innumerable little arts 
and resources. The peculiarities of the people 
had been only so many sources of amusement or 
themes for speculation. . They had neTer come so 
near as to embarrass or annoy. Now the chances 
\fe|re thc^ they might assume a very different as^ 
pect. Instead of provoking miith or awakening 
only cool curiosity^ thpy might and probably would 
conflict psanfuUy with my previous habits and long 
indulged preferences. Nevertheless theixial must 
be made, and the first difficulties to be solved 
were* where and how? that is, in what particular 
house should the new honie be found 2 Every 
habitation in ^ little town, on whidi our choice 
had fallen, was already crowded to excess. Several 
were in progress which offered prospective homes, 
and in one of these qpuutters were finally promised 
when it should be completed. Meantime some six 
weeks or two mooths must elapse, and a tenq>orary 
** place '! must be lcnuid« in whidi to wear these 
away. Far and near was ^ country searched 
therefore to find it. Suitableness vras a consider- 
ation qiidte oat of the quesdon, fisr be it known to 
the ^Lstidious that aeeking board in t^ west is very 
different from the same thii^ in New York. Her^ 
the host iff favored, there the guest. After several 
days of firuitless inquiry the anxious sedter waa 
commended to a Quaker family about a mile and 
a half &om town, where many of the citizens had 



ilO LUTE' IN P&AIBIS LANIK 

boarded while building their own dwellings. I had 
lived so mudi and happily in the neat quiet houses 
of these people at the east, that the bare suggestion 
filled me with delight. My imagination immedi- 
ately conjured up the most delightful pictures of 
order and neatness. This house was visited on 
Saturday afternoon, and found to offer a very tol« 
arable prospect of t;omft>rt. The mistress was ab- 
sent, but her hue/bi^d gave assurance that we 
could be accommodated. We could come the 
next week. 

' Behold us then landed at the door, the next 
Saturday a little past one p.m. The house stands 
on a hill which is bordered on the west and south 
by a grove, and commands a fine view of the 
prairie north and east. The spot is really quite 
beautifiiL I shall find many charms " in the wood 
and by the stream " to lighten the lotig and lonely 
hours, if such come, as come they must to one 
among strangers. The exterior of the house looks 
very respectable. It has the western stamp ; the 
talltshimney is turned out at the end, and there are 
four, outside doors, two in front, and two in the 
rear, openine opposite each other. The windows 
also are uni&rm, two between die doors and one 
beyond each. A slat-fence of some pretension 
encloses a part of die yard, but, most wonderfiil of 
all our claims to gentility, the house is. painted. It 
16 a dark red, bordered at the angled vridi a stripe 
of dull white. The window firames have a dubious 
hue which I qannot name* We alight and enter 
the southernmost of the front doors. It b a warm 
day in July, and the opposite: entrance is thrown 
wide to aUure the current. But oh, what an ely* 
■ium it breathes upon ! We gain the floor by one 
step, diough it is of rather inconvenient height, and 
We the iuH view bursts upon us. Tbe^TOom it 
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unequivcH^ally filthy ; Dear the opposite door sits the 
patriarch, his chair standing at an angle of forty?, 
five degrees with the floor. He has On neither 
coat nor waistcoat, the whole of his simple garb 
being made up of a pair of blue cotton pantaloons, 
and a muslin shirt of very doubtfiil hue. On the 
right as we enter is a large open fire-place, the hearth 
of which is covered with ashes that in some places 
even encroach on the flo(»-. Among them stand 
several baking-kettles and spiders, in which were 
appai;ently going on some very moderate cooking 
operation. Opposite the fire-place, partly under 
the stairway, stands a table, spread with a dark« 
figured india-rubber cloth. Beside this stands our 
lady hostess manipulating various parcels of dough ; 
a -process rendered particularly interesting firom 
the fact, that a current of air enters the fire-place 
every few moments from the south side, and departs 
at the northern to make the circuit of the room ; 
having during its brief stay taken a heavy freight 
of ashes and smoke. As it travels around to Uie 
opposite side, a very considerable portion of these 
cargos is deposited upon the table ; and the prin- 
cipal obj^^f the woman's labor seems to be to 
distrib^te^Hs brown coating fairly through the 
mass. Each time that the parcels are taken up, 
the space they have covered is left comparatively 
clean, and thoueh I will with an earnestness that 
staits the perspuration, that the oper^or shall la^ 
them on the same spot again, yet she fails to do at 
in every instance. She must be proof against all 
magnetic influence I The old aoage of a rolling 
stone is utterly refuted in tho^e loaves. Locomo- 
tion was never more successfully proved ^o be fa- 
vorable to gathering. My eyes grow to those balls 
of dough, and Will not be persuaded from them, till 
tiiey rest quietly in the filth of a single spot* TheJ 
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transition is then very natural to the person who 
has been operating with them. She is a woman of 
ordinary size, wiUi two black eyes settled very 
near eaclt other on a lymphatic face. Her hair is 
drawn tightly back from the forehead, leaving the 
grey temples entirely uncovered, and fiistened be- 
hind in a most slatternly twist with a small white 
comb. She is clad in a dark blue calic6, made 
very short in the wabt and very narrow in the 
skirt. A small cape of uiother color, finished at 
the neck with a rectangular collar, i^ I suppose, 
designed to cover the space left bare by the dress. 
But the various duties to which she is called, have 
so reduced it from its fair proportions, that two- 
thirds at least <^ its offiqe is left undischarged, 
and that in the most important point. A part of 
these duties is very soon explained, ft>r a cry is 
heard in the next room, to which she responds by 
rubbing the dough hastily from her hands, and pre- 
senting herself in person. In a moment she returns 
with a child of some twelve^ or fifteen months in 
her arms, and seating herself directly in front of the 
gentleman, proceeds to offer, without a spoon, the 
universal cordial' for such woes, ^^ftmg^ as is 
this proceeding, it does not prevent m^Rticing for 
the first tiihe her feet. It is no tiny slippered 
member that peeps from beneath the flo^ving folds 
of her dress ; but a broad flat foot, partially clad in 
a homeknit B|ocking of brown linen. The heels 
of both have long i^nce got leave of absence, and 
the toes are earnestly soliciting the like indulgence, 
but with less success. The most melancholy stftte 
of the epidermis is manifest where these rents ap- 
pear, and the sight of them reminds me so strongly 
of the anecdote of Dr. Abemethy, and the old 
woman who won a guinea from him by the exhi- 
bition of her lame foot, that, notwithstanding the 
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korrws of my 8itaatkm> I can scarcelj zlasist the 
iBVolimtaiy smile that rises to my Hps. 

There are two cInldreQ in the room ; girls of 
Beveu mad niae, who Broorthe moment I entered 
hate politely timed diaiv attention &Qm. ornament- 
ing the loaves on the table wit^ finger marks, to 
the iaspectioai^of my dress and person. Let the 
reader figinse to iiiins^ then, the dirty ho^ise, the ' 
dirtier man, the dirtiest woman, aad tlie most dirt^ 
iest childreo, far nodiing bi|t a double snperlative ^ 
will convey any idea of their eonditioB^ and the \ 
irritar sitting in the midst clad all in white of fbe 
most unsttlUed purity, and he will hare some faimi 
eoncqytion of my di^butin ^ Soeker ^e." Perfectly 
astounded by the s<^ene belbre me, I had dropped 
upon the £n^ ehair^ and sat gajdng aC the objects I 
have attempted ta describe widi-a constenuiien 
that, had it been obsenred, would, I &ar, have led 
our host aaid hostess to doid>t my ssnity.^ The t^va 
girls dodged around me ki all dkectioBs* The 

. virhiteness of my dress seemed to aamze &em* 
They took hold of it in vmnonu places, and lifted i6 
irom the floor to get a. look at my &et. I d^^ew 
them badHutiiietively« What if the hose had by 
fiome m^^aan process become such as I saw b^* 
fore me 1 t could scarcely persuade myself that 
they bad not, and ieh. agreeably leEe^red when the 
alder, who had assumed this part of ^ inspection, 
excla^ned in a half whisper to the oth^, ** 6h^* 
goi en new siaelamry But tbeir taost profcmnd 
woodef vras called forth by an emlnroidered sewv 

; ing-silk shawL I could not keep ihekr hands off it. 
The pure white of the fabric, and die brigbt and 
delicate tracery of flowers, could never be snffi- 
eientfy admired. At last my gloves drew their 
attention. They seized the one wHcb I bad un-^ 
fiwtunately laid off, and bore it away £or a mcnra 
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mittute examination. I looked imploringly at the' 
father, and was understood; for after he had several 
times repeated an order for its restoration, they 
returned, and a few minutes more, very much to 
my relief, brought t}ie examination to a close. 
When it was over, the juvenile committee retired 
precipitately to the yard in front, and throwing 
themselves down ** oti dUfaun^^ scampered at fiiU 
speed through the grass for several minutes, utter- 
ing all the time a noise so nearly like that of the^ 
wfld turkey, that I started with surprise. 

" That's the girls thee hears," sai4 the hosteiui, 
half adjusting her dress, when die uncleanly baby 
signified his willingness to. get down. She slid 
him to the floor, and, without washing her hands, 
walked directly to the table and recommenced her 
baking. Operations. The loaves, had been very 
freely sprinkled several times during her absence, 
and the dark table-cover was quite whitened by 
the repeated deposits of ashes, ho that the preifent 
working over was to some purpose 1 How could 
one ever eat that bread ? I made a random esti- 
mate of the number of days one might subsist w)di* 
out food ; and cdculated the chanc^a^ getting 
boiled eggs twice oir thrice a week, B^PDie pros- 
pect was very dismal. 

*♦ Let us walk out," said Mr. F. 

I gladly accepted the proposal, and stepped; 
hastily forth, relieved, like one oppressed with 
nightmare, by the blessed name of the outer, 
world. When we were fairly out of ear distance 
my husband spoke. 

'' You cannot live even for a few weeks in that 
place, can you ?" 

It was a difficult question to answer. Three, 
minutes before, with that horrid spectacle around, 
me, I should have said» without hesitation, No L 
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But now it had faded away. Nature watf pur* 
and beautiful h<9re as elsewhere. The deep wood* 
with its dear leafy aisles, was doubly iuvitiiig, 
J>y contrast, with the filth froinr which I had just 
escaped. The winds that sighed around us were 
fresh, and birds were chirping knd singing pleas- 
antly in the trees, as if the house had been the 
home of all the domestic yirtues. I should have 
a little place of my own -somewhere, that could 
not be proof ap^inst hot water and soap, and 
there I could sit alone and enjoy its neatness. 
Beside all this, I knew that a better, or, indeed, 
any other place was out of the question ; ipdd it 
seeded quite inconsistent; with duty or comfort, 
therefore, to show «ny adequate appreciation of 
the disgusting realities of this. Moreover, retreat 
was now impossible. The conqueror of Me:!dco, 
when he had landed his forces on the shores ol 
the new coimtry, destroyed his ships to prevent 
the possibility of return. We had followed 'this 
illustrious example, not with so imposing a motive, 
perhi^^ bat to scarcely less purpose in, regard to 
the alternative of < escape. Weighing all these 
things^ in mv. mind, in much less time than they 
can be \^fken, I answered decidedly, '" Yes.'* 
i will not deny that the answer was rendered 
more energetic by a discovery mado^ at the mo- 
ment^ . that the grove abounded in wild fruit, as 
^he plum, blackberry, cherry, &c., which would 
soon be ripe, and. afford a i^ost luxurious fare 
without that loathsome bread. So much was i 
encouraged by these unexpected accessories, l^at 
it really cost but little effort to dress the. prospect 
in colors which comforted both very much. Afler 
a deliberate survey of the external, we turned our 
feet reluctantly houseward, for homeward, as yet, 
it was not. On reapprqaching, I noted, for the 
L 
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firgt time, a little cabin almort adjaming the large 
house on the nortbern end/whkh gave evety in- 
dication of bein^ inhabited. > The entrance locked 
neat, and there was a cleanlinesB abeut ike paila» 
kettles, and other household implements standing 
without) that quite revired me. ** Here wust he 
aomethhig/* I exclaimed » ''diat can be seen, at 
least, if not participated HI. It looks &niIiaF 
and oheerin?/^ 

I set my foot rekictantlj upon Our dirty ttaTesh* 
old, and, ^ I entered, saw a young woman sittii^ 
within sewing. She looked so cleanly and wholes 
some, that I set her down at onoe for the tenant of 
the cabin. 8b6 was introd«iced as the married 
daughter of our host, and the bovisekeeper a^^ 
said, a ceremony, by the way, which would never 
have been performed but for another announce 
ment that followed it, and made' me almost 
embrace her in the joy it produced. We were to 
eat at her table \ Judge of my relief, any one 
who can, to be tram^rred &om thw ^eadlul 
place, to be no more haunted by ihose loaves, to 
get leave of absence fr<»n those stockings, and the 
children, and the vile india-rubber cloth ! My 
hs^)pines8 seemed perfect! I wanted to take my 
young hostess by the hand and say. Let ns leave 
this place, and go to your own- neat home. Bc^ 
this would not do. I was obliged to restrain .my 
transports, wnd reconcile myself a little longer to 
the apartment of her lady-mother. But, i^ast 
true happiness is always brief, and mine was a 
little briefer. on this occasion than usual. It 
suddenly occuired to me, that some place must 
be provided to spend the night in, and die hints I 
had heard of congregated sleepers cNaiong thiSMr 
people, combined with the fact that there Was but 
one other room in the house, threw me into a 
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gretter trepidation tiisQ L had yet experienced. 
To s^tle Uie question at once, I asked the young 
woman where my room w^as. 

>^ Room i''' she repUed, regardii^ me with evi- 
dent surprised, *' thee can't have a whole roorn^ but 
thy bed standa in tka^P 

'^Show it me/' I said^ while .a cold thudder 
passed orermy frame. 

She led die way, and I followed to a xowet cor- 
responding exactly, saire die ■taircase and fire- 
place, with the one we had left. There were three 
beds in it, two occupying die front comers, and 
one at the b^k. The latter was pointed out as 
die one assigned to my^ use, and I thought, from 
the tone in which it was done, that I nught con- 
sider myself fortunate if the whole of this were lefr 
to me. Bende the beds, the apartment contkined 
- four flour barrels standing in the corner fronting i 
mine; a cast-off tin 'oven near theih, two chairs, a 
large bundle of old calicos and muslins lying under y 
my window, and a few bits of board corered wlth^ 
fragments of broken plates, cups, et cet.,.with which, 
the young ladies befc^-e referred to, doubtless | 
amused their elegant leisure. The ^oor was not •. 
so hopelessly bemired as diat we had just left, but 
it was strown widi all descriptions of loose litter — 
flour, meal, potato rinds, pmm pits,, apple cores, 
^ips, rags, feadiers, et cet. The young woman 
apologized iox die' disordered condition of die room. 
But diis was the least dreadful of die realities it pre- 
sented to me. The other was enough to make the 
greiOest heroine that ever Hved in romance, stand 
aghast. I inquired who occupied die odier beds. 

" The boys sleeps in this hyur," was the reply, 
"and M ■. -^ ■ i ^ , the county surveyor, in this, when 
he'« hyur^ hut that ain't more than onc^ or twicet 
• week.'* 
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• The tone in which these ftots were communi-* 
Cated was such as utterly to defy remonstrance or 
i^peal. The proprietor of a firstrclass hotel could 
not have shown his best suite of rooms with less 
expectation that they w(Mi}d be complained of. I 
must demur to these arrangements, but where to 
begin was the question. At last I observed that it 
was so at war with all our eastern usages to sleepy 
in a room with other people, that I scarcely saw 

{ how I should become reconciled to it. 

f " Theell soon git shot of that," said my host^ 
ess, ^* 'tain't of much account anyhow,' and a body 
gits so they don't mind it after a little." ^ 

''But the initiation," J said, ''is terrible. I 
would rather have a couch on the floor of your 
garret, <^ sit up in a chair all night, than sleep in; 
a room where there ai*e two other beds occi]|)ied 
by strangers:" 

"Oh, thee needn't mind the boys, they'll be 
asleep long afore you go to bed, and up afore 
you're awake, and I ■ ■ won't be here to-night« 
He allowed he'd be gone till the middle of next 
week. So thee needn't make thyself any more 
trouble. I reckon thee hain't been in the country 
long, has thee 1" 

• ^*N<* long enough," I replied^ "to be accus* 
tomed to this, and I never shall be. I don't intend 
to be," I added, waxing somewhat warm at the 
nature of the supposition. " I shall never sleetp in 
that bed till some partition is thrown across the 
room. I have some ideas of exclusiveness, wluch 
shall not be outraged by any degree of necessity." 
The good-natured creature laughed in my face.r 
, ** If I see thee next year at this tim^," said she, 
« thee won't feel do." 

. «*That may be," I replied, /* though I doubt it 
exceedingly. But how I may feel a year hei|ce ig^ 
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a matter of no consequence. The present is what 
i care for. If I degenerate with the lapse of time, 
I will lament it then, not exult in it ndw. JBe as- 
sured I can never attempt to sleep in that bed as 
it now is, I only regret that there is not another 
day between this and the43abba&. If there were, 
I would show you what the ingenuity of a Yan- 
kee girl could do! As it is, I shall live outdoors 
most of the ^ time till Monday morning, and then 
you shall see." 

" Very well," replied my hostess, " but I reckon 
thee won't care much about it after a litde." 
* I had forTOtten to say that before we left Prai- 
rie Lodge, Mr. F. had purchased a little roan pony 
for my progresses oV^r the country, and that she 
was the only living thing here, beside ourselves, 
in which we-felt any personal interest. We were 
not, therefore, altogether so helpless as the great 
conqueror after his ships were destroyed ; for 
pony was still left, when oui* carriage returned ; 
but for all practical purposes of escape we were 
equally so, since the flight of two persons could 
scarcely have been effected in any manner, with 
such small means of locomotion, not to mention 
trunks, valises, et cet. If any lady wonders how 
pony finds a place in this arrangement for the night, I 
will tell her. I contemplated dispatching a boy to 
town on her to proiiure the 'wherewithal for my 
temporary, carpentering, and, as I stepped quickly 
to the door for this purpose, the faithful creature, 
who was feeding in the yard, came up tind laid 
her head in mjr hand, as if she would cffer me any 
service in her, power. But night was too near at 
hand; I was obliged to abandoii the enterprise 
till Monday morning came. I, however, requested 
{for (ordering was no part of my prerogative there) 
that4he ^our-barrels mig^t be removed, the tin 
h2 
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oven set sway, and die play^ose and bundles of 
rags carried to ^e other side of tbe room. WheDi 
dns was done, I bortoweda broom, andnmd&clean 
work widi the flotn*, chips^ et cc^ tbat qovered 
my part of the flt>or. The tmnks were then placed^ 
and so nmch done toward danokiliatiiig m this ni^ 
paralleled place. ^Nerer did anybody ^rest mora 
nnwiUiagly then I from these iabora. BtxA tea 
came, and the white cloth and shining dbhes quite 
reconciled me to the delay I was obl%ed to en* 
durer. Besides^ there was a ^ory in origiiiathig 
and prosecuting such a scheme, to reward one for 
submitting to a fittle restraint. I determined to 
keep my own secret ; and the cotnp^ency wkit 
whidi I sat up in the great naked room till^ late 
hour, and, finally; lay down in a wraj^^; to rest a 
little before morning, excited no litUe wonder in 
the sharer of my yipls^ 



CHAPTER XIIL 
The Sabbath, spent in qtue| waaderings thnmgk 
the woods and iruit thickets, and reading on the 
clean turf, and another mght like that^ described^ 
brought us to the morning which I had so ardently 
desired. No scrupulous housewife ever longed 
more eamestfy for the absence of the male part of 
her faousdiiold while her slaked Hme was waiting, 
and her tubs of water ready for the onset, than I« 
till Mr. F., vfitk many adieus and ^;eremonfes, and 
much condolence for my conidition, at last took 
his departure for the day. At tiie end of the next 
three minutes my working toalet was finished, ahd 
my labors commenced. I had bespoken a eapply 
of the necessaty articles firom the cabin, and haym^ 
cleared so much of the floor as I intend^ to ^oeut 
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py, pToeeaded to put these cleansing agents to their 
doty. Their efficiency exceeded my most singuine 
•expectationa. The floor came np from t^e super- 
incumhent mass, witJi a distinctness which no one 
would hare antictpated. Blistered hsEnds and lacer^ 
«ted Angers were matters of no moment to one intent 
upon a great purpose like mine. I toiled away^ 
iJ^erefere, in imite of a variety of these little inci* 
dents, tUl the mnner summons came and found mo 
still in the hi^ tide of sucoesaful ^95»rt. But the 
roora^forit ham now become one, had undergone a 
greet' cfamige. A heavy pattition of quilts doubled 
on^ each other twice or thrice, had been run. across 
above die head of the bed, and die whx^ spaee 
endoaed by ihem was exdusiv^y mine 1 ^ The little 
floor was covered with a piece of carpeting. The 
two chairs wtite scoured, th^ vrindow was&d, and 
the wooden woik of the waUs thoroughly cleansed. 
Between the window.«nd door was a raiace for a 
mirror, and here I had set a toilet made of dry<» 
good becses, and covered with brown linen damas^.. 
The trunks were snugly stowed under the bed, 
and r £uieied, as I loolMd about, that I miffht safely 
challenge any home of six houra' growui, £ojr an 
equal ahr of comfort and neatness. My door and 
window looked out «qpon a gremi lawn, dotted with 
the wild cherry tmd other trees, itnd still jbrther, 
upon a nch mnd distant stretch of prairie and grove. 
I^ow that I had brought affieurs- within to so im* 
pro^/«d n condition, I cbuldrregard those without 
widi nuH*e complacency* Evra the beauty of the 
distant kndsqape was much enhanced by the envi- 
rdnments from which I^now beheid k; and st^ 
more, I so^ect, by the better state of feeling 
induced in mysf If by the latter. I piled my books 
-*-the best oon^anions of sudi. a quiet retreatt**^ 
upon the toilet, wluch, by a curious, and I flattoi 
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myself ingQiibus, arrangement of tbe boxes, was 
made to answer the purpose of toilet-table and 
bureau, tod dressing myself hastily, answered the 
call to dinner. My bands smarted and ached- with 
the wounds they had receiyed, and I felt a degree 
of ^oigue Which made rest welc<m>e, but a more 
delightful feeling of satis^tion is rarely experien- 
ced, than was mme when contemplating the result 
of my morning's work. And then the anticipation 
of Mr. F.'s surprise when he should come in, and 
find such a snug, neat litde home grownup since 
morning ! My only sorrow on retumiug was that 
there remained nothing else to be done. But I 
borroT^ed a broken jpitcher,^ and gathering such 
nfild flowers as cpufd be found at that season^ 

Slaved it between two piles of books, and ^n sait 
own to compose my mind for reading.. ■ \ . 
1 had seen nothing of pay neighbor in the next 
room since the day previous, but how could I for- 
bear inviting h^ to witness the ^periority^ of 
industry and order over her own miserable house- 
wifery ] She seemed to have an idea of being 
quite exclusive, so that I thought there could be no 
risk in inviting her to look in upon my new quar-> 
ters. I confidently expected a burst of admiration^ 
or at least some hearty commendation of my in- 
dustry. Judge then of my surprise, when the good 
lady seated herself, and, after looking coolly about 
her, exclaimed, "Wall, I reckon thee thinks it 
looks better than it did before ! but I shouldn't 
like so smaH a room!" Comment wa» unneces- 
sary. I did not ev'en name the window whic^ 
would stand open all night, nor the door which 
might remain ajar likewise,^ nor, bad as is the foul 
air of a small bedroom, the things which were erea. 
worse than that to me, but dismissed the old lady, 
more than ever confirmed in the ooinion that she 



"WBB^tHkatd ctfeTeiytfaiiig widch could swakenin 
me the least interei^ 

My Toung hocflegs WM not eqndly stupid: Ae 
appre^iaied tbe adrantages I had gaiBed, and par- 
ficulariy the aati^u^dou ammg from a aeanae^ of 
<deaidiiie8» Ift evarftlunflr mbout me— a seosation 
unknown to tlie other, she eo^Id likeidBe under- 
stand Bomechiagof thefteimgs wbkk had prompted 
my labors, and participate, to a certain extent, ih 
tl^ joy of stt^seesA. £Uie kmod to have ber own 
liftie cmin 4i»at and ordetty ^ and fM> £ur cbfete was 
a bond of B^paithy betw^een ns^ Beside, afae could 
^estintfCe ^ joy of the surprise which t^was con- 
4inaa% h^venng over and studying to heighten ; 
and this mad0 her secin far more haauoi than if 
afae Ind looked widi Indi&rence npon it. * 

At last the time came: Just as die enm was 
aetdng behind the woods, potty came dashing 
^atly up 1^ hill, and in a aiomeirt dk^ the 
"**gude moh " stood in tbe door, lookitig veiy much 
«s if he had ^itm*ed the wrons hoiMie. I pass 
4yv€m the le^etition of the details which I was 
obliged to grve, and the bmeotations that were 
taken t^ over my hands, aad simply ^ay, that we 
^>und ounielves eo happy ander the new arrange- 
tneut, thiit the aiot« commo^ous apartments of 
Prairie Lodge ^were phted for less than we ieaved 
My principu regret was, that pony could not 
wsJk in and share-our •comfoit^ but Ae freqnently 
came i;^ to the^^door, and« putting in her head, 
looked as if she were consrinoed tiiat it was all 
right, altliough the means of making it so were 
tiot ^uke so apparent. I had matm difficulty in 
making arrangements for my momiM abhidons 
ihan^ anything else. Towels I could mnishmf*- 
«elf ; but the best ewer I could get was an old 
pail, and. the best basin, a tin one, holding about 
9 
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tvfo quarto. These wmiH have answered ibe 
purpose very, well, if I cpuld haVe beeot left m 
undisturbed possession of .them^ But tl^y were 
sure to disappear . at least half a doz^en times 
during the day ; and then it was e^cceedingly 
difficult to traek them. Whea iovrndy too, th^ 
must always be cleansed ; £br no one could tell to 
^what uses they had ^^een put.dutring their.absence. 
I had several times, while thus engaged, met the 
.patriardi of the establishment, and thought he 
cast an evil eye on my proceedings. But. as I 
kpew no rea«»on for his doing so, I iMhd gone oa in 
all the consclbusness of innocence, to ass^lt, pracr 
tically and theoretically, when; occasion , reqinred, 
my right to these sucticles. Judge, then, of our 
astonishment, when, iU)er bearing with hia dis? 
turbed spirit several days^ the old gei^lemim took 
my husband Uside, and, after expres^ng himeelf 
perlectly satisfied^ with our d^iortment, et cet., 
added, /* But I can't allow thee» nor thy wife, to 
wash in . my iiouse. I reckon (»itdoK»s is good 
enough for anybody ; diar's a basin l^ 4he well, 
and plenty of water in it; ^nd anybody &at can't 
wash thar, I expect maught aa w<dl go withoi^" 

Ridiculous as this may appear to the reader, 
and does noi^ to me,' I scarcely. knew ft, the time 
whether to be most amused or indignant* 

*' I will wash in his house,? I said, ** so Icmg as 
I sleep in it, whether) he is accustimied to it or 
not. . If the other ladies who have bofurdj^ here 
were weak enough to yield to this barbarian 
prejudice, I will not. Of that I cioi assure the 
venerable gentleman, in one moment, if he wants 
my decision. Does he think I shall sally forth 
every morning, and stand at the well, waiting say 
turn for that vessel, which lies on the ground all 
day, and answeis ev^y conceivafalei purpose, frooa 



a ]ng>-troug^ to ,a wtshtab— for the babe's linen. 
It is so com|>Ietely encrusted witli filth, that you 
might safely defy^ legion of chemists to name the 
material of the^ i»iginal form. . Out upon the old 
savage. Til midntain myv^separate establii^iment 
in jSpite of him^f 

B\A as there were some four weeks yet i^er 
maiatng,~ it was thought prudent . to; indulge his 
prejudices so &r as to appear willing td comply 
with them. Accwdingly, af^er bathing and com- 
pleting my morning toilet, I usually transferred 
my bi^n.fi:<>m the wooden chair seat to the siU (^ 
the door, and made a very circumstantial di^ay 
of a sham washing outside. If the patriarch 
passed anywhere in the vicinity durh^ this > time, 
I esteemed it particulaily fcnrtmiate, and, if pos- 
sible$ advanced the basin a little fur&er into the 
outer world. Thb h&»e8t compliance brought its 
reward; for althojigh it dkl not quite meet his 
views, he was pleS^ed to express the pleasure it 
afibrded him ^rto see so much goodwill in the 
yOung woman.'' Poor^Mr. F. was obliged to 
recompeiMe my rebellibn, by takiilg. the hmiA to 
the well, and pecfonmng ablutions equally superr 
fluous there among the young gentlemen. 
' But it iatiD^e to introduce the reader more par- 
ticularly to^tl^ senior personage. He was a dark 
complexioned, man, of scHne fifty-five years, with 
an eyp that had. nothing peculiar about it when his 
face n^^in repose« but which had a keen piercing 
look when anything existed hini. He bore the 
name of an illustrious preacher of the sect to 
whidi ho clBumad alliance, and had originated in 
the same neighborhood; but the branch of the 
family,to which he belonged had lefi; Long Idand 
msqiy years before, for " Virginny ;" and as their 
fortunes declined^ had gone farther west, till Im 
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BOW occupied the outpost tn Illinois. He Imd 
0pecukt^d himself into %me^c^ fortanes Which he 
bftd lost hy the same means ; , wBa a shrewd calcu- 
k^r of his gains; (but would risk diem aH when 
a ''right smart jpec^* offered;) and had that pe« 
culiar kind of industry, which led to cootinuiGd 
scheming, but to little ^nanual labor. He loved 
die country asMl his mode of life. But this feeling 
wus subsidiary to those akeady named< If he 
eofild have schemed as well in ^m eastern city, he 
would have reHshed life. there; and only found 
i^ccasional cause of complaint in the absence of 
game, which he loved to shoot. He would never 
have" hesitated to. place his family anywhere. An 
introdttcticm to the Court of ^t. Jaax^ would have 
flurried him less than a private dinner party does 
many people. Himself arrayed in his j^ans suit, 
and long ^rred hat, and Catharine in hi^ ancient 
pongee and quaker bonnet, he would have 
** reckoned "- they were ■* fixed enough for ai^- 
body;'' He wg^ tyrannical in his femily, and 
** allowed that boys was made to- ntvork," an 
opinion in Whidh his sens did not so heartily 
concur, as to evince thereby the highest degree 
of filial respect . 

The daughter with whom we boarded, /and . the 
eldest boy, a youth of sixteen, were the children of 
a, former wife, and, if rumor were to be trusted^ did 
not ^td the paternal fireside so agreeable as die 
darlings of the second modier. The onl^ dowry 
which this daughter had received, was die name^of 
Sidney ; diough as she said " 4^ never know'd 
that was a man's name till die Yankees 4;ome to 
board diar." She was a good-natured girl, with 
BO great depth of feeling or thought, but all that 
she had of both w^ expended on her coarse, long- 
<4ftairad husband a Hoos^er of die broadest stamp. 
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Sli9 appeared to bare had her native buoyancy 
suppressed by gome unnatural process in eaiiy 
life, for her fece was always grave, even in her 
lli^pi^at mibiHKents. If she.lmughed it was. a fleet- 
ing laiAgh, gone aa soon as it eame, and succeeded 
by a i^roving eixpreasion, as if it were a thing to 
be rep^ited o£ She^ had grown up m the most 
al^ect ignorance. Reading could scarcely be in- 
cluded in ^ catalogue of her accomplishments, 
and writing was to liK^r as mysterious as Egyptian 
hieroglyphics. The siznqpJest arts of cuHivatea life 
were unknown to.her, and she waahat the same 
time ignorant of those odier braaohes ofknowledgo 
which may be afanost universdily found among &« 
males, of her class. Poor Sidney had, therdbre, 
few resources wiliiin herself, and fewer still in the 
indulgence of the filial and fraternal affections. No 
wonder th^ii diat M^at capacity^ she had for love 
was concentrated oti her husband. Beside, he 
deserved it ; for though somewhat rou^in the ex- 
terior, his kindness was inexhanstible, «tnd }a& faith 
in n^ perfection impregnable. They were really 
pleasant models of domestic happiness. He had 
more physical industry than his fether-inr-law ; the 
forests of Indiana bail peihaps cultivated it ; but 
when the labors of the week were closed, and Sid- 
ney had prepared an extra meal after breakfast on 
Sunday morning, he would '^ gear up," and, seated 
side by side in^e immense Pennsylvania, waggon, 
they /d^ove off to/' meeting," or to some friend's to 
spend the day, and retumedrst night pleased with 
tbemselveS) with eadb otbery and with the prospei^ 
of returning next mommg to &eir lidbors. They 
were far happien wi& these Tude enjoyments, than 
thousands who live in luxury and ride in splendid 
carriages, with liveried servants. 

M 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



For many cojafortB in tb^ hoiv^ebold ^^l^rs ai 
the little cabin, we were indited to those who 
had preceded us> Sidney had taken the dUe of 
Mrs. the preceding year, and the festivities c^ the 
occasion had been superintended by a family of 
" York girls,'' as she designated them. Duiing 
their progress she had been initiated into the mys- 
teries of pound-cake, junibles,^ and apple-tarts. 
And these now constitiybed the piincipal delicacies 
with ^rdiich she tempted our amietites* It is need- 
less tp say thathaving only an mipelfect knowledge 
of the rule by which they were compounded, she 
was not always successfhl in her attempts ; 'and as 
we were little addicted to -the consumption of the 
articles when she • was, h^r ingenuity was "not 
greatly taxed in these matters. Her style of serv- 
ing the cake was quite wiginaL She shaved and 
laid it on the plate as one would old cheese ; and 
her notions of the quality ^hich should be in- 
dulged in at once, were extrem^y moderate, not 
covering more than one of. these thin small slices. 
This should be the rule at taany othdr tables than 
that of Sidney. ^ 

We fared very well for four weeks. My resi- 
dence grew more and more pleasant as thesummer 
advanced. The blackberry and plum ripened all 
arpund us, and afibrded delicious desserts at break- 
fast, dinner, and tea. I could gather any quantity 
myself, in the grove and thicket below the house, 
and used to- spend many hours thus when Mr. F. 
was in town. The only drawback to these pleasant 
rambles vtras the ^sar of snakes, and the dang^ 
from these was more imaginary than real ; for I 
never saw but one or two (and those were harm- 



less) in all my wanderings about the place. And 
Imay as well take this oc^Daston to say that dangers 
a£ this kindiare very much exaggerated both in 
books and the minds ef settlers on the prairies. I 
resided -nearly five years in the county, and spent 
a large portion of my time abroad on foot, on 
horseback, and in waggons, and was never once 
menaced or frightened by a venomous or danger* 
ous serpent. T4iat there are many there, cannot 
be die^uted ; and so there are in all country re- 
gions which I have ever vkited. But if unmolested 
they are-mostly harmless ; and when a bite is re- 
ceived, nature has an antidote immediately at hand. 
You scarcely, walk ten yards on the prairies with- 
out passing several tufts of an herb, the leaf of 
which is said by old sellers to be an inftillible i 
remedy tf applied within, a ^hort time. The bite 
of the rattlesnake is; therefore, little dreaded among 
those who understand this; In the rich bottom- ; 
lands ^'^ two or three larger species whose speed 
is equal to that c^ a horse. They sometimes give 
the incautious traveler chase, and are dangerous, 
from the heaitiness of their embrace, when they 
overtake^ him; but there is little danger in the 
prairies from these tenants. It takes time^ how- 
ever, to become convinced of this, and I, to make as- 
surance doubly sure, made my sallies under the pro- 
tection of a pair of boots, which, though they im- 
peded my progress and threatened to forsake me 
at every step, quieted the little fear I had, and left 
me free to wander and look for something beside 
snakes — a htftefiil search anywhere ! On one of 
these excursions I was overtaken by a citizen who 
was Tiding along the sstme road. Skirts were not 
so long th^n as now, and I felt a painfril conscious- 
ness of my feet„th£6: drove me to the tall grass to 
tLyrmt his disappearance. In my haste I nearly lost 
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tee^ of the bools, sod hsd to et^p sikI replice it 
JDflt fts he was oppomX» me; but a beautiHd flower 
that wa» Bpnuging up where I stood, aflbided a 
graceful pretext fix* 0too|ttng, and so relieved &e^ 
awkwarwees <^ my poeitioiB. When he was out 
of sights I proaodised never again to wear the boots, 
snakes or no snakes, a vow whidb I kept religiously 
ever after. 

I saw no coinpany in my temporary ho^i^, ex.* 
cept the inmates of Prairie Lodge, who some^. 
times rode down and paid us biief vi8it& The 
reception of strangers was out oif the question in 
my nanow apartment. Svery night brought a 
r^KHt of the progress of the house whose comple- 
tion we were aw^tingi and every mcnming sent 
forth most fervent a^irations fcnr tbe^ day when 
its walls would be tenanAsble^ Six weeks spent 
in tbis retreat, seeing searcely a &Ge» save ti^ose of 
our neighbors in the next room and cabins made 
me begm. to feel that society would be wekohie* 
Beside books and my w^^derings, the only amuse- 
ment I had, was to make observations on the cbso:- 
acter and domestic arrangen^ents of the elder lady. 
The former wa^ soon exhausted : the latte^^ afford^ 
a more protracted employment. , There was one 
little mystery that I felt some curiosity to solve, 
and that was bow the house should have ha4 so 
clea^nly i^n aspect on tibe Saturday when Mr. F. 
first visited it| and been so incredibly the reverse 
when^we arrivedt^ In due time the s^ution came. 
The thrifty housewife had a regular rule for clean- 
ing, which she conscientiously observed. No ac- 
cident, as of storm outdoors or an upsetting within, 
ever induced her to swerve ft-om it. She. washed 
her floor every other Saturday, and Mr. F. had hit 
tjie happy day. We were halfway between, and 
hence the diflerent complexion. Sut even theses 
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d^aittogs Mrere notwiK^h aa.to satisfy more aoiqpii^ 
lous bous^wiv^. Man; ao eastern ,daiiid would 
not have hesitated to denounce them as mere pre^ 
tence ; and they alw^ya seemed to me to he made 
more from the force c^ habit than from any sensa 
of du^y or ihcreased comfort. They served, howt 
ever, to make sitting down in her room losa dan^ 
gerous for a day or two, and so were very accept* 
able.. -^ 

I had been to several days dreading an invita- 
tion to her talble, and could, only pray that, if it 
must come^ it might be on the a&emoon of the 
dean Saturday. But no such fortune awaited me. 
It came in the middle of the last week, when the* 
disagceeableness had nearly reached. its climax. 
What Qould be done 1 ^xcuse^ or evasion waa 
iil^M^Bsible . there, under such oonvement observar 
tion. If one could have become suddenly indis* 
posed ; but that was an cdtemative to which I had 
j^either the patience nor artifice to resorL I had 
no confidential friend to send for me, saying that 
my presence wm ittdi£u>en8able; and afrer exam- 
iomg eyeiy loophole of escape, I gave up in de^ 
spair. . Here was another act of semi^martyrdom 
four or five hours in duration, and infinitely worse 
Uian any I had sufiBsred at Prairie Lodges Deter- 
mined, however, to endure aa little as possible, I 
stepped into the cabin and petitioned S- " ■ to 
share it. . She readily consented, and seemed dis- 
posed to Intake quite a £>rmal thing of it, by putting 
on her Sunday gown. At half-past one, the latest 
ittoment she declared that we ^ould wait, we pre^ 
sented ourselves in tfa^ good woman's room. Th& 
resignation of a lamb going to the. slaughter waa 
nothing compared to that into whidi I com-* 
polled myself, as we took our seats. If the dirty 
^lekeitr before us had been enriched with a amgle» 
m2 
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gem of dioaght or feolnig abova wbftt ks ei^ierknr 
i^pearaQce mdicatod, one might have forgotten its 
uncomeUneis in dieir light But the disagreeable- 
ne08 had no audi qualification. To sit a half day 
with her, was to sit with the mere physical mate* 
rial of a woman, put together in a somewhat 
Mbceptionable style, and sadly soOed. The after^ 
noon wore away in discussions of the fruit harvest; 
in some uninteresting reminiscences c^life in Ohio ; 
and a detailed account of the babyhood of her 
promising daughters. Meantime the young ladies^ 
were demonstrating their emancipation man this 
period, by tumbling about in the grass before the 
door, and imitating the cry -of turkeys, grouse, 
owls, et cet. They had the most incorrigible We 
of locwkotion ^ 9pon aUJburSi" Wherever business 
or pleasure sumononed them/ unless great hasto 
were requisite, they journeyed in this unique style. 
One could not avoid being resided of a species 
of anim^ to which they seemed aUi^ by other 
similarities as striking as this. 

."Virhen tea-time approached, the dodger was 
mixed and placed at the fire, the ^'salt risin" loaf 
that had stood in the comer all the afU^moon was 
exunined (with hands that had not been cleaned 
since we entered), and put to baking ; and in due 
time the india-rubber table-cover was eamished 
with a variety of dishes, empty and filled, and we 
were invited to take our places. Then came th^ 
time that tried my stomack There was nodung 
on the table that was not of home manufacture ; 
not evMi that last refuge of the distressed, a " store 
cracker." The milk had passed through sundry 
pails, strainers, and pans, so that it stood little 
chance g£ being purer dian the bread ; the butter 
was not to be thought o£ by one who had seen the . 
churBf and the ha -^h with which. its contentawere 
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iiemcMred; the preaenEes -Were,, if possible^ more 
knjntK^ticabie taan anytiung «l8e ; the fried bacon 
was too loathsome m itself; and the chicken radir 
ated pin feathers frcnn every part of its surface ; 
beside haviiig gone thrbngh with all the stages of 
preparation in our presence. Grraham himself 
nerer took a more temperatemeal in point of quan-^ 
tit J dian' I on that memorable afternoon. I ha4 
made up my mind to devote myself exclusively to 
a piece of bread. I attempted the crust, but there 
was the table-cover on which it had been kneaded 
staiing.me in the hce: then the inside; but this 
was Bc&j'^fidit was impossible to swallow it vnth- 
out r^nembering the hands that had been thrust 
thh>ughahd through it. The hostess pressed me 
in the kin^st manner to eat. Dish after dbh was 
offered and rejected, till, at last, when my sti^iach 
was on ^e eve of utte^ng a protest that could not 
be mistaken, I withdrew, ^a retreated as l\astily 
as deciency would permit to my own ^opm. Scarcely 
was my equanimity i^tored, when a considerable 
bustle arose in the apartment I had just left ; and 
presently one of the girls came in to. say that the 
baby had a fit. 1 stepped in, and found, the child 
lying in a stupor upon its .mother's lap.. She was 
diafing his feet, hands, and temples alternately, 
and appeared more like .an animate being than I 
had ever §een her. In a short time the boy 
revived, and his mother then informed tne that he 
was " often took that way, but he soon got shet of . 
it.'' The table was still standing, and she ordered 
the elder girl, who was in her ^vorite attitude be- 
fore the £xir, to «top *i cutting up," and oome in 
and clear it away. '^ And git the basin," added 
the $istidious woman, ''and wash the. dishes off: 
ihee can do it as well as I, if thee's a mind to." 
s I sat^a fisw moments, till the poor baby saeined 



140 Lifts IN PAAISIE. LiJmuT 

quite reco^OTod, end then loie to raft«rn to miy 
own room. One ndglit sappos^^ after whajt I lidd 
seen, diat no evideiiceB of uncleanitness could s«u>^ 
prise me, yet when I cast my eye at the tilble^ii^ 
passing it, and saw &e ccqps from which we* had 
just drank piled into the basin- diat had been com- 
mended to my hudtMmd fer our morning a^utions, 
I was obliged t6 confess a ,new cause of >v«aider. 
The sight drove my digestive apparatus to open 
rsbebion. I fled as from an embodied pestiloEice ; 
and the whole affiur was soon fiettled, by my re- 
signing all claim to the few morsels of bread I had 
swallowed, and pi«omising never to abuse myself- 
dius again. But I little knew what fate had in 
reserve for us. The week before we> left, mmke 
near relative of our young landlord ivas taken iU, 
and hm wife vras obliged to leate us to the tender 
merciefif of ma (Ahre nUre. It woiild have hoea, 
seven days of a 'fest unbroken, at least at her table, 
if we could not have been supplied w^ boiled 
eggs, plums, imd-blaekberries. The former could 
not be contaminated^ and the latter we could gather 
for ourselves. So that affairs were still suffeiraUe, 
and the nKire so that retief viras ia i^edy pros- 
pect. Indeed, those days might have been quite 
agreeable, but for the neces»ty of app^dbag at 
Ubie. One could not take a metl in ti privMe- 
room without giving offence, and thus producing 
a state of lUngs that wbuld by no means ei^iaBce 
bur comfoit. . , 

' I had nearly forgotten to mendon one very novel 
feature of our, entertainment in this place. Our 
'* old man^'' as ho was familiarly designated by his 
sons, had been, and m truth still was, so gre^t a 
lover of sport, that he had at one time kept a large 
band of dogs fpr the indulgence of this taste. Theyi 
were noi^ dwindle to K>ur sturdy follows,-who 
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'seemecl, Kke tire few retaiiim of some^ decayed 
knigbt, to mourn t£e dayd thkt trere gone. Tfa^ 
leader was a noble old brown dog, who bore ti^e 
name of Lkm^' I tyrefixed Ooeur, and itiade bim a 
hero. He was a iamocm fellow, of lordly presence 
aiid magnatihnoos spirit. His ffopremaey orer 
his bretbren was never disputed, in all qoarr^ 
he was tbe final umpire. Iti all expedidoos he 
v^as tbe comm&mdert In al} dif&ciilties witb fyfmgn 
poV^ers, he ifB»the diplomatist, and bis terms wctre 
never ^dissented from by the democracy. But not- 
wilibstanding this confessed greatuess, Cesur de 
Li ion wore a sorrowliil expresstiHi, «k), except in 
periods of excitement, walked btimbly about as if 
cMXiscioos tfaat tbet^ sun of bis glory bad set He 
looked' an Othello, his ''occupation gone." He 
n^as tbe patriarch of a race whose power was 
diminishing, whose greatness was decaying before 
his eyes, and how could be b© other than^ melan- 
choly ! There were seasons however when be 
seemed to enjoy partial relief from ^ift <^^>ressicm. 
Moonlight nights were tbe chosen of these. The 
silence, the cessation of tmxk from those plebeian 
labors which np well-bred <iog can share, tbe par- 
tial light, friendly to illusiotis elsewhere, as well 
as in tbe mind of Ccsur de Lion, all favored tbe 
revival of olden memories and tl^ imaginarypcu'- 
ticipation in scenes of bygone power and useful- 
ness. On these occasions he was wont to sta& 
about in a contemplative mood, not suffering his 
followers to be heard^ and scarcely to be seen, till 
night bad fairly set in and the moon rOde high, the 
undisputed source of light. 

His fHends were then summoned; and af^r 
consultation, one or two^ as the -case might djs- 
mand. Were dispatched to tbe woods, and tbe 
noble^ leader with ihei remaiinfog ^orce took up his 
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ttation near the bouae. la a fsw imiiiites the 
scouts comm^iced their reports, imd the replies 
Slid instructions began to be seqt fiotth from head- 
quarters. This always ceotiBued) each waxing 
warmer as dieir duties seined to grow more, real, 
till the din In^ught the *' old man" suddenly to his 
£9et, and the ignominious " git out V* repeated two 
or three times with increasing emphasis, imd » 
most irr^igicHis espietiye at the end^ silenced the 
honie department. On such.occasioBs, Cosur de 
Jiion's ears and tail dropped suddenly ; and Idcdc- 
ing at his company with a moun^ul resignation, ^e 
led them away, the {Hcture of al^ect andr h(^>eleMt 
shame. It was doubtless mortifying to him beyond 
measure ; but obedi^ice was one of his many ex- 
alted virtues* He could not have been guilty of 
its opposite to save the whole canine race^ Codur 
de Lion was ne noisy radical. He pieferred dis- 
grace and sufierang under the exisun^ order, tp 
refimn in defiance d[ it. But there waa a di^culty 
in enforcing this rigid discipline, of which he was 
not the mast^ when his forces were divided. He 
could compel the party uuder his immediate com- 
mand, to silence ; but the scouts were not so easily 
reduce^. Distance was ^vorable to the mcunte- 
nance of the authority which had ji>een delegated 
to them ; beside whieh it waa impossible, without 
a personal interview, to inform them that no more 
reports could be responded to that night. This 
could not be had without leaving the post which 
he had pledged himself to maintain, and thus poor 
CcBur^e Lion, placed between an imperative cnxler 
on one hand, and the calls for his opinion to be 
audibly expressed growing every moment l(nider 
and more pressing on the oth^r, was in a most pit- 
iable state of perplexity. He ran from one side 
c of the. faousQ to the other; he enuffea tbewind» 
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uid sweated the grasa^ aod at every renewed t»i9 
from the wopda seemed on the point of baTsthig 
forth agdin into oral comnmnication with the dis- 
tant party. At last he grew desperate ; and, hope- 
less (^ rei|tc»ing order while, he was dumb, sent 
forth a sharp and brief command to " con^e in." 
This astonished the other division, and always led 
to Qomet inquiry into the cause of the (Mrder. Dis- 
ciplins^ian as he wa8> it was impossible for him to 
iproduce perfect obedience without a wnrd of «x- 
planiktion ; and wjiile he- was giving this, fbot8t^ps 
were. again heard, the door c^ned, and anotlier 
sham^ul ^^ git out !" issued, Allowed by the irrepa* 
Table iffuominy c^ a broomstick,, an old hat, or a 
billet of wood, to enforce it. A^d then pocor Ooeur 
de Lion, bifc^en in spirit, sorrowful, disgraced in 
his own eyes coid those of his followers, slunk Jaway 
by lov^, slow ^eps ardund the ccnmer of the house^ 
. and was no more seen (xc heard till the following 
morning. His friends, leffc to the discouragemeut 
of reporting to 9. silent can^ usually came in about 
half 9n hour after ; and having learned the true 
cause of the ii^parent neglect.with which they had 
been trciated, received, apologies, and all retired to 
rest. ^ - 

Such scenes diversified the eaply houi;s of nearly 
every ' n^Qonlight night. When they were con- 
ducted with spirit, and one was not too far. pledged 
to MOTpheus, they became a source, of much tner-, 
riment. . , 



CHAPTEE XV. 

Our house progrressed more moderately than, we 
expected ; but at last, to niy great joy, it was within 
three days of pompletion, I wfts anticipating the 



|>leaiiw« of Haying a whole roont, and the irnit^ 
mersUe little appurtenances of com^Mt ^* thereunto 
belongitfg/' when ooe day Mr. F. returned fixHia 
^ office nradk eaiiter than usual, and infonned 
me that our apeotment was alreadjr occupied hy 
others, and that he had taken a tenement, and 
detennined, with my concurrence, to commence 
housekeeping* Here was a most ujiexpected state 
of things ! I was as ignorant of the great art of 
jiousekeeping as if I h»d hten a child instead of a 
woman. But that which so disqualified me for 
undertaking it, made me all the more ready to 
4>egin ; ao that fifteen nsiinates'^ pondering oyer the 
propiMition made it seem e^en pleasanter than our 
original plan. I was rdady to go the next da^, or 
even that, if it were practicable. ^ But the house 
—what kind of one was it, how large, how many- 
rooms ] whidi way did it front 1 was it pstnted, 
finished, had it a garden, et cet.f' All these 
questions were answered in a to'eadi. It was a 
small house with two rooms, frx>nted south, stood 
back fii>m the street, leaving a fine yard, which, 
however, was not yet fenced, and there was any ex- 
tent of land bade, for a garden. The front room was 
not finished, but would be in two days, and the 
house cleaned, ready lor moving. Two dayis were 
left for preparation, and though I had nothing to 
prepare, I was exoeedin^y busy. Meanthne, on 
Mr. F.'s returs each day, I co^M not but fancy 
that he had very much the air of a man who had 
been engaged in soine severe labor, but I ques- 
tioned him in vain to find out what it was. I was 
quite too inexperienced myself- to come to the 
correct conclusion: the shrewdest guess I could 
make being that he vm» buying furniture, &c. 
to save me the ti'ouble after my arrival. On the 
jnornmg of the third day, the house waa repmted 
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tio h6 tetiSfyi and hpmnf; p^udc'ed toy partition, 
Ittkeft up^my carpelv otid un^ssed tay toilet I 
stepped into the vrviggm, and in twenty aittMitefl 
«iade iny entrance hax> die toEvns of "'"," ■ ^ and n^ 
debat.te IwMweke^er. . ^ ^ 

I mnflt gite my ontt description^ of t^iis theatre^ 
of my^futareexplobB; for tie one given by Mr. P; 
ia too iscffiigr# to de juatiee to t£e place. We* 
alig^ at t^ badb doer of a buMding^ so small that* 
I fiiney k is one of our ontbuildings, till the sigKt 
o£ some chairs^ turned belternskedt^ over each 
other, aaad a Franklin ^tova standing within, con- 
'\&EkC^ me that titisb the veHtable boose. It was-' 
reported to be smidU and I doubt find the rcn)ort 
^aggerat^d. The, door by whidi we enter is so 
dtt^roportioned to 'the hamde^ tliat One thinks it 
MTas designed to adlow^ the haitse itBe¥ to walk dutv^' 
L; is made of heavy rou^ oak boards, and parts' 
in tfaB middle, aa if it opened into a^carriage^ouse. 
It is altogether one of the most extraoi^inary >of^ 
doors ; but thia is explained: by reference to the 
fact, that the building has once beea tised for a 
grbeery stores The ai^acent lot, on the risht as - 
-Wm alter, is occupied by a gaping cellar, cul un- 
covered, and affording, therefore, readier ingress ^ 
than egress to sundry small pigs, diickens, et cet., 
who perambulate the vicinity* Its walls, however, ' 
are so^weather-washed, thit one of thcvn offers a 
practicable way of escapie ^wfim the wits of the 
small prisoners are sumciently collected to try it. • 
Beyond, on the same side, the near view is^ diver- - 
sified by the ream of several wooden stares oi 
dtfiereitt lengdis, the ground about each being 
picturesquely ornamented wit& broken crockery, 
soiled, ^ets of wrapping^ paper, rifled boxes, 
and crst0i. On the left, is a row of three 
buildings^, which were aifterwards called /''Globe* 

' iO N ' 
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Row/' fix>m the fact that the *" Globe Hotel'' wag 
opened in the one ftrdiest fiom us. Tfaej cootaiB 
a room each and an attic. The middle one is 
occupied by our nearest neighborB, the isaSLj of » 
wormy mechanic recently from Philadelplria. The 
old lady's first, call was nsade in aboat half an hoar 
9fter our arriTal, and accompanied by the tender 
of a barrel of rain-water, a tindness which tiwee 
only can appreciate who hare undertaken to dean 
such a boose with lime-water, and &at to be 
brought a distance of some dozen rods. <Now 
that I am speaking of water, I may as well add, 
that there was no well beloncing to our hoose, and 
the nearest one was at the distance just nameil. 

Thus much for the view from the bade ckior. I 
riiould 'add, that all these buildings were unen- 
closed, and thus presented temptations which 
wrought lamentable corruption in the morals of 
the swine. * Young pigs were thus tempted, nay, 
heartlessly allui^d mto all manner of oSencea 
T^hich grow out of too clofte an investigation of 
pails, kettles, boxes, mops, brooms, and other 
articles that usually consort at the back doors €£ 
dwellings which haye neither closet^ cellar, cham- 
ber, nor entry. 

But I must leave moralizing, and finisb my 
picture. We shall have to pass through the house 
to get a front view, and on our way may as well 
take a cursory glance at its finish, proportion, and 
contents. The entire tenement is sixteen feet by 
twenty. It has a door and ynndow in each end, 
Iknd a partition c^ veiy thin boards dividing it into 
two rboms. One of these is nine feet deep, the 
other eleven. The preponderance in. size: has 
been given to the rear apartment, which is finished 
inside with boards of theeame description as those 
outside, and putcon in the same manner; except 
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thaty instead of lapping, they do not quite meet^ 
and therefore hola out the most unlimited inrita* 
tiona to winds and yermin, to enter ^md examine 
the prenuses. * ' NeArly opposite the doorway, fbi 
as yet there is no door, which leads to the other 
room, stands a Franklin stove, making every 
possible effort to look social, as if it had' been an 
old' acquaintance In some of the pleasant sitting- 
rooms^ of the east But it appears to great disad* 
vantage, beiiig besmeared wiui a mixture of paste 
and tar, with which Mr. F. has been trying to 
fiusten strong brown paper over the cracks in the 
ceilings. Half a dozen green wooden chairs stand 
about, trying to give a home look to the room. 
But some appear to have become i^gtisted with 
the efiR>rt, and turned thetnselves on their heads, 
in the laps of their neighbors*^ 

We puss through into thie next room. This is 
got up in very creditable style. The propcntions, 
to be sure, are not just what one maycall elegant, 
bei^g sixteen feet one way and nine the other. 
But the walls are plast^ed, and there is a very 
large front door, with a very small window beside 
it, and a narrow side door, which affords an ad- 
vantageous view of the cellar aforesaid, and die 
dead wall o^ a brown framed store, about thirty 
feet in length, beyond it. -But the ^nd prospect 
is from the front. Here is the little niche left 
between the grocery next door, ^nd Globe Row, 
which will be a front yard when there is a fence 
tfatown across it. At present it is a very interest* 
ing area of black soil, on- which the vegetation has 
been so ofien disturbed by ploughing matches be- 
tween gentle^nten who combine in themselves all 
the advantages of team, plough, and driver, that 
there is not a blade ctn its smhice. Beyond lies 
the pride of the town— the FubUc Square — an 
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ppen space <^ ten acreSt yrtiwJa bas faad ti*eeB 
enough Iklu^iraphed for k to oorer it tfaeetimea 
with a denae feregt, bfiit whicb yet zemdiia an 
obetinate and ungrateful piece of prakie tuff 
Still beyond this, is a .hottov, . or alough, wbidt- 
trarersea the centre of the town £rom east to west ; 
and dtridsa it into ''Trade end/' and "Court 
end." The latUx i& on the oppositQ^ aide, aad, 
exdnaiTe of a few straggtiog houoea, contanw.a 
large, two-atofy firamed buildiBg, without a daim-' 
■ey^ painted whke, and denominated the Cowrt 
House. Here the minislerB of justice wsemble: 
twice a year, to terrify honest and peaceabio 
cttisens, and aimoy rogues who are teas ^drok: 
than dieir compeers. Xhat oth«r appendage of 
cJYiKaation'^-thiB jail— 4s in another )part of ^o 
county. The last man who i^hs in it^ aftco: stay^ 
ing some £bur wedcs, begged the ji^er to excuse 
him from ke^nng the key any danger for him,«id 
assured him that he should take p&asure in tnuuf- 
acting any litde business he might haare in "^e part 
of the state to which he was bound ! ^ 

But this by the way. The few remsdning oti- 
dences of public enterprise will hardly bear notice 
hece; ao we wfll emit fiirthor description, and 
return to our house, which is at. the opposite: 
eiitremity of the town. Upon a more oehber 
ate examination, I find it has iiieilher celbn: noi 
charabet. The entire establislunent, including 
the prcvilege of bringing water from a distant 
neighbor and cuUiiraliiig any degree oi inttaaey: 
iN^uch &ncy mi^ dictate with the (^wine of the 
town, most of whocp were dktinguished for their 
pedestrian powers, consiats of thsese Dimteen feet 
by twenty, mdosed within tbe^ fimr walls already 
daicribed. Mr. F. had, it is true„ endeavored 
ID avail himsdf of a trap-door in ijie back room' 
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Ibrjrm^ing ah excavaBon beneath it suffie^ent t6 
«OB tain a Irkm of butter <»r a small basket of vege» 
iiables. Btit tlHd did not proinise to be eminefit))r 
tts^rvieeable, inasmuch as one foot of the Franklitt 
4iftood tipon the covmer of the door, so that the lat- 
ter eould-ne^er be opened wi^ut first svnnging 
the fl^rmer round ; a process liot easy td aooomt- 
{vtishment, and attended with imminent risk te ihe 
pipe. T4ie floors were dioroughly wet, ai^d exhib^ 
wed every endem^ of having been recently visited 
with otker impleme^its of cleaning than those usu'^ 
ully employed by females. But they were stiU far 
&omteIean; and we addressed ourselves therefot*e^ 
broom and doth^ in hc^, to bring af&irs to a more 
wholesome states if any delicate lady ai^s how 
\ oould have undertaken the scrubbing myself, I 
teply, that if I had not, no one vvouki No consid^ 
4Brat»»i could have i^iocured the' assistance of a 
etout Irish or colored woma2n, because none such 
were there. I might have sat myself down, folded 
my hands, and w<epi over the i&o^der; but that 
would never have brought orde^ out of it. A much 

fleais^titer and more emcient method was ^le one 
adopted. It deaned atui detained my window^ 
brpught my stove out from the rubbi^ which cov- 
ered it, made my cluars fit for use, and restored 
the floors to a comlbitable degree of cleanliness 
befere sunset. Oir first meal under my au8pices» 
isonsisted of crackers, cheese, and cold water, served 
on the Hd c£ my bureau toilet. Our first night'a 
r^est, and welcome jedt it was t6o, was taken ^n 9 
straw bed laid in the six green chairs« 

The next day-advlmced my housipkeeping op^^ 
sitions very much. My closet, consisting of four 
short pine shelves, was built in a corner of the 
back room and * filled with dishes. My hollow 
ware was purchased said put in cwder. My figort 
n2 
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were yisited with another deluge of hot water and 
soap. Still the bedstead and table came not, and 
housekeeping was necessarily imperfect, to a c6r<- 
tain extent, without them. Making purchase^ is 
not the same thing at the west as h^:e. One does 
not go -out to select sofas^ chairs, bureaus^ toilet 
stands, mirrors, caipets, tables, ed cet., but to take 
such as can be found, and consider it^ucky to find 
one article or set of the kind required. The ques- 
tion, too,, is not how mu^^h you shall buy, but how 
little. Becanse, where shall you: put it ^hen it 
comes to you ] This requires calmer judgment 
than any other part of the b^isiness. In my little 
box I could not ha^e entertained twelve persons 
in any, manner, unless they had been so-good-pa- 
turedTthat part of them would have remained vnthr 
out half the time. ~ Yet I must purchase a dinper 
and tea set for twelve, to cumber the frail shelves 
of my small closet« Dining, breakfi^t» and tea 
plates, at least half of which had not the remoteti^ 
prospect of coming into use, were therefore stored 
away, to the imminent risk of the whole. 

These injudicious^ purchases gave me much 
trouble. Hy shelves were the favorite resort (tf 
whole troops of mice, to whose obtude senses the 
volume of experience was a sealed book. For 
though they explored every aperture, and crevice, 
daily, and &nna npt the slightest jnoreel to grat;if7 
the appetite withal, they, returned each day as 
eager and expectant as before. Nothing but per- 
sonal inspection satisfied them, and nearly a& often 
as this was repeated, I had to follow it with the 
application of water and soap. Before a month 
was over, I wished my unlucky dishes fairly back 
in the isbopkeeper's hands. 

In due time the bedstead and table arrived. A 
carpet was found large enough fen* thefront room. 



u» IN p&ahub land. 151 

sad a piece to. make the back one look comfprtar 
ble ; some parlor c^airs^ a, mirror, an^ bureau 
Were obtained. Jlify toilet was re-dressed, a door 
was made for t^ ^pace between the rooms which 
bad hitherto, been curtained ; and thus the whole 
affair became in time quite respectable. Our ^un|ly 
consisted of^ Mr. f^., myself^ pony, aiid another 
member who ought to have been, introduced to the 
reader before. This member bore the cognomen 
of Susannah, a name which was bestowed, in con^ 
•ideration of her circumspect and exemplary cha^* 
ract^r. Susannah belonged to the Swine family ; 
but it seemed a melancholy perverseness in nature 
to have placed her there. She was a pattern of 
all the virtues that ever dwelt in her race. Comely 
in person, grave and dignified in manner^ she 
carried in her whole deportment that air of^umble 
merit that quite won the hearts of^beholders. Su- 
sannah made b^t little acquaintance with the town 
awine. Their corrupt morals and lawless habits 
seemed to disffudt her. She never joined their for" 
aging expeditions, neyer piit her nose into a pail, 
nor loo]i;ed in at a door as if die thought she had 
a right td ^nter. Sfa3 always advised against the 
acahngc^. garden fences and the stealthy visiting of 
neglected corn-fields. Susannah was therefore not 
so popular among pigs as many who were less 
worthy. She was voted an aristocra^^ Tory*r-a 
pig of no spir^— *a pig whose example^ followed, 
would reduce (the intelligent, enterprising, and 
highly^-favored pig democracy of the town to aspirit- 
less set of man-servers ; a^set who would eat when 
£xod was given theip, and mind their ow^ business, 
at other times. What could be m(>re disgracefiil oi?. 
dastardly^] Whence then wou^dcome that large 
Hberty v^rhich pigs of talent, courage, and enterprise 
had wrought for themselves, in spit& of dogs, fences,. 
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brodhttdckiBy atid hot 'wata:'--4bbfle in&inoiia ag^^irta 
ofynong and oppresaon, agaiiut Tvliich -their* ati« 
cestorp and themselyea had to long, and fearbfely 
proteeted ) Sach addrefises, consuag £rora ^e. w 
fluential leaden among d» pigoeracy, fr^quendy 
led to Susannah's ex|)ui8km.by Tiolence firoip tl»is 
circles, dies of ^ down witl^ the adrocaie of or« 
der V '^ put her oni V *•* lottg live the enteTpriaing 
democracy !'' were heard, and poor jgkisannah ran 
forth sorrowful and alone, a pecaecnted vicdn of 
principle. Being oi the feminine gender, she had 
no opportunity to make head against these eneooEiies* 
She knew they were demagogues, but. wlwi ^en 1 
The very principles fer which she suffisred* forbade 
her oyerstepping the bounds a£ order and taldoi^ 
the field against them. So she grew up bom early 
pighood to maturity^ preserriag her integiity in 
the heart of a eotrupt coinmunity, a flower wai^ted^ 
a modal lost. But exemphoy as she was, Susan* 
nab had some enemies among the biped citizens ^ 
sonie, J suspect, wiao bore^in mind that very homelyn 
adage, in which it is alleged that silence moilitatea 
the process of deglutition ; and at last she met her 
death at the hand of one of these Uliberals. Shet 
was found one morning to have been assassinated 
in the vicinity of the sheriff's office, the place hav-v 
ing been chosen, doubdess, to give a legal coloring 
to the act^ She was lamented as, her worth de^ 
served aniAg tbose w1k> knew her, and her d^ 
scendants are to this day the most respectable 
pigs in the town. This passu^ tribute was .due 
from one who knew her many virtues. The mo^ 
rak of the picture may often apply to a higher 
race. 

Pony was quite a different personage from this. 
She was neat and compact in person, with & 
freckled compjbxion, th$kt looked as if she had beea 
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.thofTOgbly wetted atKl tbencQvefed'wkli' unbolt 

wheat meal. She was mirthful, affectioivate, ao4 

withal not a ixtde eoceotria Her &Torite place 

of feedinr was on th^ nraine, in the rear of tbj^ 

house. There she atalkeii very demurely about, 

cropping the rich gra^ till she was filled, and then, 

all on a sudden, she raised her head, snufled the 

air, pricked up her ears, and stood an instant* as 

if listening to some mysterious cammunicationj 

ivben she started at the top of her speed fur the 

house. On she came, like the wind, looking as if 

•she had eomething very woodorful to t^Hj but 

when 1 met her at the door aud inquired what it 

wae, she laughed in my face and said "salt I'* 

•When she had oaten a quantity from my hand, she 

would lay bar head against my Bhoulder, and apol- 

• Ogize in the playfuleat manner for the artifice. 

^Pony^ as might haye been expected, was a great 

«fav<irite amosig ladies aod gentlemen who were 

fond of equestrian exercises* Her docility of dis- 

postdon and rockingH^aur ^ul made her very 

popular. I eonld ibrow my rein over the horn of 

ithe saddle, take a book when I did not care to look 

about, and had no companion to entertain me, and 

^gallop up to Prairie Lpidge any morning and back 

mt evening, never uttering a word, except in a 

5 feasant coUoquud way, the whole distance. If I 
ropped my book, dis(X>vered a flow|| or other 
natural object which I desired to iiu^ect mor^ 
closely than was practicable from her back, I in- 
formed her of it, sprung &om the saddle, and left 
her to feed till I was ready to remount. This 
was not so diffieult a, process as one might sup- 
pose it would be on the opea plam. : The distance 
from the gix>ui^ to her back was Very trifling ; and 
I, think she would have looked with contempt on 
. any lady who could not have accomplished it, yritb* 
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out aid, at a singlia spring. If y cm failed, irawerer, 
her contempt never orercanie her patience; she 
merely looked around, as if she thought the faihize 
ought to have excited your own indignaUon, and 
putting her head to the grass, left you to repeat it 
at your leisure. When- all was ready, away she 
galloped again, looking about as if she enjoyied the 
prospect as much as yofosel^ a(nd wou£i like, if 
she had timid, to point 6ut some features of the 
scene which might escape ydur notice. 

We loved pony, and so would any one who had. 
known her as we did. She had but a single weak- 
ness, and that Was one which she shared with 
many of our own species. It was a dread of 
showers, more pardcularly thos^ which were ac- 
companied by electrical phenomena. On. these 
occasions she would run to the hotise at full speed, 
and standing close under its lee, if it happened to 
be on the window^ side, look in so ontreatingly, 
that I was almost moved to open the door and in- 
vite her in, or go out and share her trouble. There 
she would stand, cowering and shakkig before the 
wind and the thunder*peals till it was all over, 
and then trot ^way to crop the moistened grass. 
The words of an old lady who had enjoyed some 
opportunity of becoming acquainted wnh her mer- 
its, are the briefest ana most appropriate eulogy 
that can 1^ uttered to her memory^ ** She tPOM an 
ornament to her speeehy:^* ^ 



CHAPTER XVI. 

But it is time I left my domestic circle, and in* 
trodiiced to the reader some of our neighbors and 
fellow citizens, and their doings. Our town had 
been settled two years before, by a colgny cpm« 
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pounded of New-Yorkers, Bostoniano^ Providence 
people/ and a few random Yankees and adyentu- 
rers, diat were said by an ancietnt Sucker lady in 
the neighborhood to have' been ^' hove in to fill 
up.'' They had organized in the east^md come 
to die west at random, knowing that there wag 
plenty of teAitory there whereof to maniifictnre 
rarms, cities, et cet. The honor of being the shire- 
town of this large and wealthy county was then 
vibrating between tw'o viUag^er, both of which were 
settled mostly by western people. The Yankee 
colony came, took this tract of unbroken prairie; 
laid out a square mile into lots (the wealtluest men 
holding the contiguous farms und^ promise not to 
refuse room in case the 'town should outgrow its 
original boundaries) ; and by the aid of a little cap- 
ital, some ^otes of hand, more brains,, and stiU 
more cunning, bore off Uie prize for which the 
open-mouthed Kentuckians, Tennesseeans, and 
Buckeyes were disputing. What equivalent was 
dffisted the' Coinmissioners^ who were appointed to 
select the most eligible spot, f(n: their choice of 
this, was never known to the public ; but it has since 
appeared that tiiej were pretty ** ikrewdly dane^* to 
a considerable amount in promises, the payment 
of which was afterward refiised on t^e plea . of 
want of consideration ! One may guess, therefore, 
that we have a pr^ty sharp populatipn, and he 
will not very wweljr eir. It is but rendering 
honor where it is due, however, to say^ that most 
of this kind of public spirit dwells in a few of the 
original company. The mstjoiity are thviving, in- 
dustrious mechanics, farmers, and tradesmen, yfiho^ 
possibly, contributed their quota for such purposes 
when called upon, but otherwise pursued their 
occupatioil peaceably— content with their daily 
gains and the prospect of a rise in the price <n 
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fomp^rtj. The Imet fbmed.by fia* ih^ 'Uurger 
Item in their expeetatipQa of beeombtg capitalist^. 
The Bum m9Uet*o£4uRt citizen who had paid m 
bundred dollars fiir a choice lot at th^ sales, eouid 
not but see his jnoney d6uUed» ittt^^est included^ 
ivkhin the £ijst two years* Nearly «yery oiti^^} 
owned one^.tw^, or three such lotft» Isesidas hram 
6f iiiimeiiSB "^uo in the Tieimty, so that we had 
also a wealthy ponoiatioii. 

In politics the b^anee was pretty neturly ^equa] 
in point of niunbcors between the two^;TQa|rpaitie8« 
The four leading spirits, those on whom the re^ 
pMosibility of puJ)lie efibrts rested, were ^ually 
£vided. But l^ce true men and patriots^ they suf^ 
fered no party queslaons to divide or weaken, their 
efibrts in the oommon cause ^of personal Hggran* 
dixement In truth, political considerations anionic 
them were rarely suffieoed to oo^n oetraminity of 
interest.. Not that men were less raidc poUticiaas 
diere than elsewiiere; but cswses that afiected th# 
price of town lots were-saperior to all other coBsid«> 
erations; and as this was the greiat point on which 
ffoldea expectation turned, nothing was allowed to 
mterfeiv with k. Our religious zeal was mui^ 
more heated and less snppreraed. Sectarian piety 
ran high among the prcSfessing heads o£ the com-* 
muni^; and, as pec^le who buy town pix^r^, e$ 
eet., for the most'part osre little whether a man haa 
any religion, and still less what par^ular sect h^ 
adopts (his <^i^ in these mattacs not a^ecting his 
Totey, we were less restrained in the expreaaion of 
these opinionB than of diose wbidi beore on t^ 
more embarrassing question of politics* OrtAodim 
and hetm^odox, th^efore, were terms in frequent 
use amcmg us. The precise meaning attached to 
each was known, only to the initiated {if indeed to 
them) ; but this very indefiniteneas waa one of their \ 
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grBkteet cfaarmi« Nadihig more E^Mtrunfl vitaper^ 
sadofi alid combat than . aa eeaOt tiae of words. A> 
term winch* has; great latknde of meailhig b mm^^ 
more easi W huiled at an tMtagonisk^ than if it wesre^ 
precisely defined and did not touch his' case. As 
m iaetaphysics^imaghmion is> laade to-isaver every 
phenomenon for whidi no othn cause can be a»f 
signed; so in our. discuosiions of character and 
ntoialB/ orthodoxy and b^erodoKy were made thv 
aouvees of att sin^ or di^ patenta of all Tirtue. Un-^ 
1^ political opinions^ these expanded to the femi-^ 
mne. pc^uladon, and wrare^ I rqjoke t^ say, the 
single cause, o^ whateyer diasensiim or difficulty, 
exated among ies. . Let ma net be nndarttood tor 
]9e|oicef that this e^sted^ but l&ut it waa the only 
one known among usv 

The most impoitaat persons^ m all viUdM 
aibxrs was one of otir nearest neighbors, who, fer 
(pertain good- and sufficiient mesons, I shall call 
Hxt. Eaciilapnia. Thd readerx^ suppose now,: 
that n&s. Escttfatpina was the wife oTthe phyaiciany; 
but his sagacity is entirdy at &ult in the suppo- 
sition. The occupation of; her husband is a matter 
of nantoment whatever ia us. If it were, . it wouldl 
exceed his own importance in his ftmily^ fornever 
man had lesfa. The law that size is, cateris paribus^ 
a measure of power, has been much discussed of 
late years ; I only wishv those who dbubt its truth 
could have seen the complete illustration of it 
larded by these worthy eiti^tos. In nd &ot that 
ever &11 under my'obeervation-waa it' hiore iaHy 
demonsflrated, than in the relative siza and power 
ef IMbrs. Esctdi^ius and her lunband. Bbtl^ tbesa 
qualities were m the extreme of contrast in tfaenu 
He was the smallest of men, wk» at the opposite 
and of the scale among 1|omen. He was less of ar 
master ia his household than any oth^* man, sl^ 
O 
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qmt0 the reverse. He was good;-olttd3:^ ; M» 
did tkbt spoil diQ contrast. He was submissive, 
she nnperative. IJLe was timid and retiring, she 
w^ always foremost in every domestic move^tient* 
But beside these points bf diffisfrence, Mrs: Escu' 
lapius possessed some other peculiarities whic^ 
Will, if permitted, stand alone. She was endowed 
with a sense^of hearing, j;he acuDeness of which 
was perfectly astounding : nei^er walls ncn^ dis- 
tfuice offered any impediment to it. Sh^b knew as 
well the topics under discussion at h^r neighboi^s 
houses, and the opinions expressed upon them^ aJB 
if i^e had been present ' She could report all 
these opinions the nextda}r with as inuchceiteinty 
as: if she had participated in the utterance of them 
herself. Her optical sepse. was equally keen; 
and, what was still more extraordinary, both these 
wondrous powers could be used at once ; and 
hence she could r^ort the expressed opinions, 
and the unaltered thoughts, of person in any 
part of the town. We should have "^oted the 
phenomenon magnetic, but fear, two reasons; fiist, 
we were a!l unbelievers ; and, secondly,- a stronger 
faith in the possible than any of her fiends exeir- 
cised) would have been necessary to believe that 
she was ever in a magnetic state. For no one 
ever saw her' asleep. But all conjecture aird 
speculation o£ this sort veere rendered 8uperflu<Mis 
l^ reference to the plain demonstrable zact, that, 
at ^e time when she was taking notes for diese 
reports, she was always pursuing her ordinary ^ 
bousehold avocations; to all appearance as imab- 
Btracted by ^uch employment, as any pedsoh to 
whom this power was denied. 
. The only circumstance' which threw any light 
upon this wonderful fjBiciJty, was the necessity of 
waiting till the next duy, and^ possibly till the 
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iecond^ before «h6 proceeded to report. It was 
suggested^ thiat a;,troop'of &une» had cbos^i her 
for their generaXpost-office,^ and were making her 
the viptim of their harmless pranks. If an^r more 
ingenious solution can be oiSered, the case still 
waits for its light. Passing these peculiarities, this 
lady is a pattern .housekeeper, a kind friend' to 
those whom she likes, a sympathetic woman at a 
sick bed, a^ipsbitable and generous hostess in her 
owu house. She takes pleasure in sending i^eci- 
mens of ^her excellent cookery to neighbors who 
are less skilful in the art, or less favored with 
cc^rveniences for pl^ng it. I take pleasure in 
acknowledging tnyself still her debtor for many 
siMshcUttle kindnesses. . 

. In the £:t>nt ranks of our religious community 
stands Deacon Cantwyne-— a mhn celebrated in all 
die " country side" for his piety, his love of money, 
and his a£^tation 6f philosophy. Deacon Cant- 
wyne's house is the resort of all the clergy of his 
own denomination f and the philosophy which he 
a&ctd, leads him to extend his hospitcdities to many 
others. So that he lives in a theological atmos- 
phere, so to speak, an atmosphere musical with 
expressicuis of the religious feedings. This is his 
chos^ condition. ' But if denied him in the pres^ 
eiice of others, he is enable of creating it to a great 
extent for himself. He prays three times a day, 
and reads the Scriptures each time. He never 
neglects religious worship, takes an active part in 
the orthodox Sabbath-schools, frowns on open vice' 
or dishotiesty in any shape, is scrupulous in the 
observance of the Sabbath, even to leafing the 
room in which so jirofane a thing as the Pilgrim 
Fathers is sung on that dky, and loses no opportu- 
nity of exhorting his n^-professing neighbors to 
**come out from the world," and ** fight the good 
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figbt of faith.''^ Deft6«n Ofntwyme is a^'bniwiii^ 
ii08ii> and he cbclaree that a profession of Teligion, 
so far horn int^dkrmg with socceas ia baam»8,«a 
napy woHdly-maaded but mistaken individuals' 
dbinky is no little aid to, it. He ipcaks from ^icpe^ 
ipence, for his rfriigbus pretensions b»re eiisdMod 
Jiiin to pray his way to the bottoms of hundreds o£ 
pockets, which he could neyex otherwise have f^ 
j^oached. Ail tthe while that ha is^ doing it,, ho^ 
will lavish tho mo^ hear^ expreisions. td osteeai' 
on yott-7-esteem ^ounddd on the virtues which he 
hiM9 discovered in you^fbr, as a OhnstiAn, he can 
admire na other qualifications.^ If you are in ^£Batt^' 
tiout he Vfill GonsoW, you, pray with you and .for 
you, commend you to the Bil]^, and to thoae* 
Bourceis of cc^x^Cort whixsh herhas found so potent, 
1^ in ,tbe^ next mom^it, count the dbUata whiek: 
8<Hae pr<^o0^ c^raficn will enable him: to maka 
Qut.(^ the confidence his i^eech vraa desigmd to^ 
qreate. When my special e^^terprise of this kind 
is in prospeet, he praya longer md more fervently^' 
than usual^ and. if the vicdim is pre^ent^ in the: 
shwe of a purchaser, or a debtor wko^ all Hes^ 
^nder a mortg^^e which he holds,, he is iq>t to be 
quite overpo^vered with his love of duty and his 
charity for his neighbor* r Ten chances to one but) 
he mi^s.you tiie aubject of a special petition^ dsid^ 
closes with a request that you i^ay be pi5eserred 
^om the devouring infiuences of the canial appe^: 
tites, from vanity, «nd ^om love of ,tichos. He: 
{eels {f>r you already, and wishes that your si^^- ; 
ings may be light when he shall have- sotmded • 
your purse. His piety is never more apparent 
than on these occasions. If the operation is aE» 
of considerable magnitude, fa^ solicits the brethren 
of the neighborhood to unite in a protracted meet- 
ipg, for he feels that the goiiqpiel is lo^g its infiu- 
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etio6 on the faearto of men. When he has con- 
summated the affl&ir, he will meet you i;Hth the 
hlandest hce, and enter into a conversation on 
electricity, the aurora boreaHs, or the last Arctic 
expedition. But he never i^ils to tiurn to the pole 
of his thoughts before he leaves you, and esuiort 
you to remember that-, all diese " phenotheny/' 
wonderfid as they ace, are the handiwork g£ a 
power to whom your highest services tixe due, and 
that the best of us can but poorly glorify Him. Or 
perhaps he reads you a page from his oWn expe- 
rience, telling you how, ivhen he was a young 
man, he began life vnth the hope of achieving 
some worldly honors and possessions, but soon 
found that to do so, he " should have to set hisjads 
like aJiitUy'f and close his ears to all the petitions 
of mercy ; how this struggle between his better 
natiu:^ and the desire to do his^ duty had e^lihost 
end^d in the triumph ^f Satan 5 how thtaikful he 
is that it did not, and how much he hopes that 
every, young man whom he sees entering life may 
be preserved as he veas.^ And all this is said widi 
as grave a face as if he had not just defrauded you 
of your last penny, and were not ready to do you 
the like favor tO-morrow. 

Deacon Cantwyne's exhortations are uttered 
with a face and tone that would subdue a Phila- 
delphia mob. These are natural gifts-^at least I 
set them down a9 such. If they are not, they 
must have been cultivated in early life ; for nothiog 
of the kind can be more perfect. The face leads 
you to anticipate the voice, and vice versli. Deacon 
Cantwyne has been pretty intimately connected 
vrith the affairs of the colony, and some of his 
transactions would edify men whose kindred genius 
is restrained by stone walls and sheriff^ processes. 

He was originally from one of the principal 
11 o2 
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cities of the east. While ihere he wa4 employed 
in a highly useful trade, from which he seems to 
have realized a handsome equiyalent £or Bis labors. 
To this he has added/whatoTer has &llen in his 
way, beside several things that hare not been able 
to get out of it since he came west ; and he is now 
one of our wealthiest m«i. He is not so ardency 
beloved in the neighborhood as many persons I 
could designate, but he never discoyers mis unless 
it is forced on his at^ntion > aikl when it is, he 
sets it down to the account of hifr rig^d piety, 
''How shall a devoted christian expect to com* 
mand the loye of the children of darkness 1 He 
ought to glory m their hatred, and would if itxLid 
not argue such deplorable wicl^edness in them*'-^ 
and snow that they would be. on their guard 
against his long prayers. His piety is embellished 
by a liberality as Btnking as itself. This« ho werer, 
partakes more ci a pubSc than a prirate character. 
Any public bequest^ which will enhance the Value of 
property, he makes freely, provided it be expended 
m the vicinity of his own possessions. There. are 
many little tales afloat in the village and countiy, 
illustrative of Deacon Cantwyne's peculiarities, 
which his biographer will doubtless gather for the 

Surpose of doing justice to his memory. If I have 
rawn his. picture correctly enough to haye it re^ 
cognized by himself and his friends, I have done 
all that^I prcH>osed to do on this page. If occasion 
to refer to him ^gain should anse, a single stroke 
will bring him before the reader. That is a prin- 
cipal advantage in having his character well demiecl 
at the outset. ^ 
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CHAPTEE XVII. ^ 

Oum vOlage abounded in pFofessional tsen. Not 
to mention ^e yontMul Cokes and the unafiBuniin|r 
Blackfltones, who asked no . loftier place f6r their 
names thali gilt or gamboge le$tera on a black 
shingle nailed beside their officerdoors ; we had 
magistrates, judges of law and probate^ retired 
couBseUors, waiting a ^Yorable opportunity to 
embellifiAi tome of the more elegant walks of 
life# But most, indispensablis and popular > of 
all was our doctor. Jrle was the ornament not 
only of Our professional classes^ but of the village. 
Hifl personal appeam^ce is worthy a livelier pen 
than minf> He^ is actually of middle stature, but 
seeins considerably below it, from the excessive 
deficien'cy c^ anything like haJuteur in his character. 
His head projects well oyer the eyes, and towera 
above -the forehead into ah immense table-land, on 
which y-QU might heap oQences that would out- 
nuinber the hairs that cover it, and yet £nd for- 
g^veneto. This prepo^erance brings the head 
forward and upward ma right line, but it is the 
most gracolul departure fi^om a perpendicular that 
could be ip[iagine4* His strong perceptions leave 
about him no air of stumbling abstraction, but, 
combined with a boundless benevolence, lend the 
delightfhl expression one wears wh€fn looking for 
objects of sympathy or admiration. Leaving the 
doctor's bead, the next most striking thing about him 
is hid gait. Various were the attempts at descrip- 
tion ifvhich tins wonderful gait eliqite^ from his 
fellow-citizens. A walk it certainly was not, if by 
this term is meant a straightforward, or indeed 
almost any other use of the limbs given for that 
p^Urpose. I do pot mean to say that he performed 
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locomotion witbont the' use of these organs at al], 
because that would imply that he'walked upon his 
hands or head— <uts which I am not aware that he 
ever cultivated; and which it. will be conceded 
^ mtnt have been extremely inconvenient, unless his 
pockets had been miuie to correspond/ for they 
were his medicine-chests. If he had been an im- 
porter of drugs, he would never have wanted any 
storehouse but these, and the privilege of deposit- 
ing samples that were unsaleable^ or robbed of 
their Virtues by age, upon the shelves Of his vnfe's 
closets. " ' 

But to go bact to his gait/ It certdhly^ was a 
curious one. It was made up of incredibly short 
steps, that followed so fast upon one another as to 
give the idea of a mm with two pairs of legs, each 
running on a wager against the other. ^ If one 
could conceive a sheep with his two fore-legs 
lengthened so as to give him an erect attitude, yet 
still preserving his peculiar motion, with a pcfrfect 
resemblance to the human figure in all other 
respects, he niight have a tolerable idea of the 
doctor's gait I am aware that this is a labored 
illustration, and that the idea at be^t is complicate^. ; 
but no one knows how difficult the subject is, nor 
how long I might search the whole lungdoth q£ 
animate nature in vain, for something whereunto 
to liken this "motor phenomenon. It is tine, that 
the terms *' nudge," **^ shujle,** "trot,'' and sundry 
others vr^bre used among the )puzzled villagers to 
designate it ; but_they are ^11 feeble, and so I be- 
lieve will be anything i can add to diem. There 
ares things iA nature which words hover around in 
vain : they never touch theiii. ' 

'The other eccentdcities of our Galen were not 
so indescribable. He had a versatility of genius, 
which never' failed to rei^nd to any appeiS. An 
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Indian war-dance, or the amputation of a limb ; the 
old woman in Robin Roughhead . at a private 
. theatrical entertainment, or a post at the couch 
of prostrathig, withering disease, were matters of 
equal fa,cility — I had almost said of pleasure ; for the 
warmexercisp of his sympathies on the painful 
occasions, and tl^e relief which his skill and ten- 
derness often enabled him to afford, were high 
sources of pleasure. As might be expected with 
such a constitution, our doctor had been a m^rry 
youth. ^ He had spent a very considerable fortune 
in early life, for the purpose of reducing himself 
to terms of equality with n«^cessity, whom he cbuld 
not coax to his acquaintance in any other way. 
And he seemed even now to have a feso; that she 
would forsake hiin^ again, for 4ie never collected , 
his dues, never informed any one that his services 
were to be paid for, unless by/^ay of assent when 
the proposition' originated with themselves.. When' 
he returned from a ball one winter miming with 
his splendid wife and brother, and found the house 
which they had jointly occupied burnec} to the 
ground, vnth everything it had -contained, he stood 
a moment, and then said, " There are plenty of 
houses about here whose inmates will receive Mary 
for a few days, and ther^ will be sisk enough 
this season, heaven help them, to whom I can do 
some good, in return fo^ which they shall enable 
me to build her a better hom^. 1*11 have it all 
right in a year or so, except the little mementos 
and trifles eiideared by a^ociation and otherwise. 
Those cannot be replaced, so I suppose we tnust 
mourn over them a little." And ,&e doctor kept 
his .word ; catching the means which fortune 
threw at him for his poorly-paid, arduous, and 
ceaseless labors, he purchased a beautiful building^ 
q)ot in «* Court-end i" built a cottage with a roof 
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80 sharp that it was described by a stage-driyer, 
who had a passenger to. set^ down ^ere, as " the 
hous^ with a Tuff that split the rain-drops/' made 
a sort of bird's nest of it, whose chief ornament 
was his peerless wife : and there he lives, or rather, 
the lady and her babes ; for he is too much abroad 
dming the warm season to have a proper ren^ence 
anywhere. And there a hospitiiiify and social 
charm are offered to guests, wnich is rarely sur- 
passed in more elegant mansions^ 

At this time the doctor is' accompanied in his 
'prbfessional visits by a faithful old horse, who is 
known throughout the country by the name of 
<*Pomp.** It would, perhaps,"be as correct to say 
that the doctcnr accompanies Pomp ; for the latter, 
. if harnessed and left loose, under the false impres- 
sion that his friend was in the seat, would doubt- 
less have gone alone to visit their patients. I say 
their patients, because it always seemed to me that 
the doctor and Pomp were pwtners. "What share 
the latter had in the profits was never known, 
thou^ his share in the laboils was, fer he some- 
times traveled sixty or seventy miles a day, beside 
stopping for calls. The estimation in which the 
doctor held Pomp Was very high. To have struck 
him would have befen treason ; yet 1 ought to add, 
as an^evidenceof the inconsistency of man, that he 
would allow him to be driven till his bay coat was 
white with foain., But how could Pomp complain 
when his master treated himself in the same man- 
ner ! Seated in his light waggon, reins in hand, 
the doctor announced his readiness to seit off by 
ipeakinff the name of his four-footed friend, in a 
tone which seemed to be agreed on between them 
AS a signal for moving; and away they went; never 
a blow was 'Struck, nor a harsher word spoken. I 
Apprehend it would not have been sate for any 
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person to, baye attempted eit|ier. I remeipber 
riding; t^ut with tke ^octot once, to see a sick 
friend. On our arrival^ a coarae fiillow came up. 
and seizing Pomp by^ the head^ called out to know 
iviiether he should '*^nd& km ?" ' 

"Qndoliiriir exclaimed the doctor. **Ondo 
Pomp !*' and he cast a look at him whi^h mieht 
jhave bden translated into a volume ; but, passing 
on, he merely said " No ! you may giv6 him^son^e 
fresh grstss, if you baye any here. I should like 
to see the man," he added, in a.muttere^ jparen- 
thesis, " who would dare ondo Pomp !'^ 

The doctor's mode of communicating his opinions 
and wishes to Pdmp is very convenient and pTleas- 
ant, not only to themselves, but to the settlers whose 
habieations they visit. You. may fbretisl their mp*- 
proach when two miles distant on the prairies, at 
any hour of the night, by listening to the mono* 
syllable Pomp ! Pomp ! And pleasant sounds 
they are td those who leave the bedside of Ian* 
^uishiiig pain, and step forth an instant into the 
cool silent^ aight, to breathe €tnd cateh the signal 
of the visit so ardendy longed for. ^ ^ 

In sickly seasons they travel all ni^t. The 
doctor moves the seat of his waggon back, has an 
extra cloak Or buflTido robe, of which he makes a 
bed, and, when he leaves a house, eurls himself 
up in it, gives Pomp the signal, and starts on, 
le%vibg tli^ latter pretty muc^ to his own choice 
al^ut the road. And they thus go on admirably; 
lor the ^octor has such a habit dt speaking to 
Pomp, that, though fast asleep, he azticulates his 
naine in the usual tone, about once in twenty 
minutes, and ^&e^ latter knows the roads ao well 
that he always goes right, if not leA; to his own 
pleasure too long. In these latter cases the doctor 
» likely, an awSking, to find himself before the 



'^ 
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sharp-roofed cottage, for.i^omp, among his otihet- 
yhtues, is eminent for his love of home. This 
goes on till, poor Pomp is incapable of traveling 
longer at such rate/and then a stranger is hired 
for day-driving, and Pomp kept for night*driving. 

For himself the doctor has no substitute. . He 
goes night and day for we«ks, snatching rest as I 
have described, and sometimes,. when he goes into 
a house, afler examining his patient, lying down 
upon the floor, or on three chairs, with a strict 
injunction to the watchers not to let him sleep 
^ver half an hour. ' This and a cup of tea twice a 
day, strong enough for the brother of the Sun. or 
Moon himself, were aJl that the doctor .required to 
keep him going till, the pestilence icbated. It is 
only in rare seasons, However, that their duties 
are so arduous. Ordinarily, the '^sickly season," 
as it is termed, extends through somie two or two 
months and a half at the close of the summer and 
opening of the autumn. During those weeks bilious 
fevers prevail more or less through the whole 
country ; but especially in the vicinity of streams 
and low grounds. , Here they are very general, 
and more mi^lignant than in the prairies and higher 
regions. In mimy cases, where the m^ical ad- 
viser is unskilful, or proper care is not bestowed, 
the patient is left with the **shakeSy** t\^ term 
being merely a shorter name for the disease which 
others choose to cbUI ** Fever R(igyJ* Exclusive 
of the short period just specified, little sickness 
prevails. More tban half the ni^merous forms of 
aisease which poison spciety and baffle the phy- 
sician here ar6 there unknown. And, judgring 
from my own experience, I should say that a 
. large proportion of those which do prevail, might 
be avoided, by ordinary attention to the laws of 
health* Regularly in sleep, temperance in diet. 
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peiBO&al cleanliness, and a due share of exei*ci8e 
at proper seasons, would reduce materially, the 
fr^^ful amount of disease which now makes these 
western summers alarming. A residence of nearly 
five years, with only a tolerable attention to diet 
and regimen, brought me not a week's indispo- 
sition firom the causes incident to the couhtry. 

But I have left our doctor to speak a woi^ of 
caution to settlers. I know his good-nature sq 
.well however, ths^ I am assured of pardon, even 
though my. advice should shorten his bills. And 
why not, since the length of so few of them is ever 
estimated ] In periods when his professional caree 
relax, the doctor is the most efficient of our village 
sogiables. Always ready to converse well with 
those who wish to do so, or play the mountebank for 
those who prefer amusement; ready to flatter a 
lady into good-nature vnth herself, if it be neces^ 
sary, or argue political tendencies with her hus- 
band, if thip b^raoi'e agreeable J he was indispen* 
sable in all social meetings, and nowhere. a more 
delightful companion than at his own table or fire- 
'side. , Though, not an accomplished singer, he was 
sometimes prevailed upon to do his devoir eyen in 
this behalf. I never heard but one or two exhibi- 
tions of his vocal powers, ^nd these were made at 
ihp pressing instance .of firiends who could n<^ be 
refused. He ha^ one fiiVorite.piece which served 
on both occasions, though doubtless he Was mas- 
ter of others equally elegant in diction and charm- 
ing in composition. I more jfchan half suspected 
that he had played Mozart himself to the following 
lines — 

"At the battle of the Nile, ^. 

, - I.was there jdl the while.** 

These Hn^ were burthen, chorus, and all : th^ 
eomprised the. entire piece. And the third. o^ 
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Ibuith repetidon^ in a tone incomparably more 
monotonous than the words, generally drew sucli 
peals of applause from the gentlemen and such a 
waving of handkerchie& from the ladies, that the 
doctor was ^uite oVercoine, and took his seat in a 
▼ery interesting st^te of confui^ion. As a mere 
artist the doctor was rarely excelled in what he 
undertook. A negro dance or a lofty flight of 
admiration for the works of nature, with which he 
was so continually conversant, were executed writh 
nearly equal excellence, except that to the latter 
he brought the strength of a fine mhid, as well as 
a high degree of artistic skill. In short bur doctor 
was a rare character, and we pHzed him as sndi. 
His very faults and weaknesses, and he had plenty 
of them^, only made us pity him and Vnak they were 
not— one could scarcely be indiguant at them* 



CHAPTER XVin.; 

. SfJMifER had worn avray, vdth its wealtii of 
golden grains and flowers. The luxuriant harvest 
had disappeared frbm the farms- in the adjacent 
country, the tall com was in, its- sere and yeHow 
leaf, the late fruits began to ripeit, the prairies 
faded from their rich green, save where here and 
there filiate hum** showed the tender grass, like 
an emerald island in the^vast brown ocean. Au- 
tumn in the prairie land is sfsaroely excelled for 
the richness of its charms by any other season* 
Coupled with the perfection of the wide vegetable 
world is an ide^ of repose wliich fills the sOuL 
An immense country* whose energies have been 
jlpringing all the previous monliis with oeaselesa 
toilf whose ranlt luxuriance evinces the enqploy* 
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>meiit of tremendous jdowers, now lies all around you 
in the deep quiet which ushers in a truly natural 
'death. ^ The sun pours forth a rich, mellow light ; 
dim and soft, as if like a tender nurse he watched 
4>verthis sleep of nature. The native birds, happy 
in the abundance which they cannot consume, ny 
cheerfully but quietly about, as if, 'their labor done, 
the sea8oi\ of rest' Im come to them alsd. The 
quail whistles and dimces among the brown hazel 
wickets; the grouse flies from field to field, di* 
Tiding his depredations througlr the neighborhood, 
und bearing off, when unmolested, a full crop to 
th« plains, which he loves better than the abodes 
of man. The crow calls from the wopd top; or 
wheels his long «nd; lazy flights abo^^ the naked 
prairies,' seeming ^ally more amiable than at any 
other Season. ' The air is, filled 'with the ^moke of 
distant fires j some day they creep up into your 
own neighborhood, and when night comes, light the 
heavens and the earth as far as the eye caii reach. 
These are idagnificent spectacles. I have stood upon 
theroof of our large hotel in the evening, and looked 
into a sea of fire which appealed to be- unbroken 
for niiles. These incidents occasionally inteixupt 
the dreamy rest to which everything tends, but they 
pass away In a lew hours, and the next day is as 
quiet as before. Sporting parties ai^ made up 
among the gentlemen, and fruit parties, including 
ladies, to visit thie nearest groves m search of haws, 
nuts, et cet. ; or if kny orchard has been cultivated in 
the vicinity hj some ancient settler, this is resorted 
to, and sRiall parcels of its rare fruit purdiased and 
taken home. Our fhiit parties usually resbrted to 
a^grove about a mile distant, on the west, and re* 
turned after an hour or two of deligfhtful rambling, 
with baskets laden with the delicious haw-berry, a 
feast for many da^s. - The paw-paw and persimon 
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did pot flourish in our vicinky. Tkey lore the 
bottom lands of streams. 

, The groves at this season are indescribably charm- 
ing. There is not in the large foliage that gor- 
geous variety which we find in the eastern foreet. 
The trees vtrear a more sober and uniform com- 
plexion ; but there are a thousand minutei: beauties 
which touoh the heart* A few flowers linger in the 
borders of the woodland and skirt the smaU streams. 
In the deeper recesses some sprightly ones are fbuB4^ 
indicating by their vigor and freshness that they/ 
belong io the season of frost. Among.these is on^ 
which I dearly love. It grows upon a.. tall stalk 
sparsely ^et- with leaves, and forms near the top a, 
beautiful shaft, studded vrith niyriads of sinall flow- ^ 
ers of the most exquisite hue^iuid loveliness.^ They 
are like so many bright eyes looking gaily out into 
the pleasant world, around. , This flower does not 
belong to the deep groves, but is Ibund in the lit- 
tle glades or openings in the woodside. And there, 
when October winds play among the leaves^ and 
the bright sunshine pours through a sea of aiist 
and smoke, into littl^ nooks and comers, by de- 
caying logs and upturned rodts, where it hais not 
gained admittance during aU the leafy reign of 
summer, this bright flower is seen nodding and 
dancing merrily in the breeze ^ if it rejoiced in 
the approaching^ gloom. The squirre} searches 
timidly about among the fallen leaves,, making pro- 
vision for the winter ; and the hare, v^hom he otte^ 
meets^ skips by him, haU* in sport, half in earnest, 
seeking the tender twigs ^whereof to make her 
dinner.' The ripened nuts dropping, among the 
leaves often startle her from her contengiplations, 
and drive Jier to seek refuge in the nearest clump 
of grass, or bushes. ' . 

These wood->parties are delightful recreatiqna. 
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Armed with thick shoes {(ndpForided with a basket 
each, for trophies of aH descriptions^— or if the dis- 
tance be too great to be traversed on foot, inolinted, 
as we could be best prodded (the reader -will re- 
member pony), without our tiding dresses, that we 
may not be cumbered with them when We reach 
the wood — away we so, free as the winds. Nptth, 
south, east, or west, the way is e(J[ual]y open. The 
wild Indian, mounted on his hunting horsei has 
scarcely a larger liberty than we. We scour the 
plain, leap or plough the " slues," mid gain the 
grove. Here oiir steeds ere fastened to trees and 
boughs, and we scatter. Oh what a joyous after- 
noon is before us ! And some at least know it, 
though all do- not seekn to do so. Toward even- 
ing, when the shadows begin to lengthen bn the 
turf, and the winds ta sweep more chillingly 
through the grove, we gather at the rendezvous ; 
bring forth the shawls and other cautionary arti- 
cles, spring into our saddles, give free rein, and 
after a swift and exl^larating ride, stop at our 
pwn doors filled with happy recollections,, and 
made bettet in spirit and body by a day in the 
woods. ^ 

About three miles from>our village is an orchard, 
which has been cultivated these many years by 
the widow of the original proprietor. It is^ Ae 
cmly one iu the vicmity, and the ohi lady's name is 
. therefore well known*^ And though no two words 
could be more unhkain orthography and sound than 
her own name and that of the fruit she sold, yet to 
me the former was always synonymous with ap- 
ples. You could not hear or speak it without 
having your mouth water for the ddlicious* fruit 
vnlh which it thus became associated. The old 
lady was much pictronized by our villagers and the 
skiers ou a^acent farms. $he lived qi^te neatly 
p2 
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in> fanlf-firtoied hou^e, vtl&h yofi^Ead to dreimtr 
, vent in order to enter it, there being three dooi* 
in the rear, bnt none on the roi^ward-eide. (I ayoi4 
Barring fiont, to be exabt in the ude oCvrords.) The 
grounds contiguous to the house' had at oes^am 
seascms of the year rare bei^uty and ridbnese. A 
streain o£ s<^e magnitude swept in. a crescent 
icmn around ihe on^hard-clad hiU, on which k ^tood^ 
Across the road this hill sloped downwtfrd.to th^ 
stream in a i^o(^h green lawn^ dotted with tre^s^ 
On either hand froni the houseand skirting the bank 
of the stream in fropt <^ it, was a dense gf'ove of the 
peach, the abple, and wild-mib api^e-ttees* About 
the first of June these Were in fuu l>k>o^and no 
perftune of Araby could ex^el their aweeuiess, no 
floral display, their beauty. As you, approadied 
the ^spot after sunset, when th6 light <fews just 
moist^ed the blooming Ixmghs, an^ the ev^iing 
winds swept oyer them, Uie whole air wfus laden 
with their fragi^nce ; and when yon gained the 
summit of the hill and Jooked 4own upon ^ the 
nodding c^ust^B of blossoms, set, as it we;re, in the 
t^ider green 0f the forest trees tow^ing above 
them, nothing could be conceived more biautifuL 
Many a pleadant twilight ride have we enjoyed, 
tingmng through the paths (^ this blossoming wil« 
demess, inhaling its delicious odors, and ga^inff on 
its unequaled beauty. I remember one evenmg^ 
when the sounds of, bells seemed coming up frcmi 
tho grove below our path to greet us : they ad* 
vanqed slowly ; ^ind we almost stopped in admira* 
don ofthe got:geous sunset a/bove and the wealth of 
the foliage lavished around. I^resently th^ sounds 
became more distinct and a large Feimsylv&nia 
waggon with a top of snowy whiteness emerged 
&otik the green wood. It was an emigrant &mily 
-*a group of the happiest faces and the eleaaeH 



LIFE in P&AJKIS LANP 175 

persons one often find^ among tliem. Thia wsd a 
&Yorite camping ffround,— ^rand we lingered watch-* 
ing them tiU their suppei' fires shone in the ad- 
vancing darkness, and then reluctantly turned our 
horses' heads homeward. How I envied those 
people ! — ^to lie down there, bathed in thei calm, 
pure air of a June night, tlie drc^ping petals stre w- 
mg their pliEuseof rest, xhe clear brooklet murmur- 
ing to their, sleep '; who could submit patiently to 
imprisonment within four walls, as dull ih^n as if 
nature' were not doing her best in grove, plain, and 
sky to induce, us to leave them ! 

But here lived the old lady of apple memory, 
and here amid all this beauty had ^e lived from 
time immemorial among the Yankee settlers. Her 
spirit had partaken of the scene. She lived neatly 
in doors, and there was an akr of comfort about 
the exterior, of her^ home quite in harmony with 
the feelings aw^ened by the surrounding scenery. 
How indeed could, she have violated so beautiful 
a. sanctuary, by a life altogether coarse and un-* 
lovely. But she was not proof agamst the pemi* 
cious influences which the possession of absolute 
power works in the nund which exercises it. 
Being for mafiy years the sole dispenser of apples 
to a large region round her, she had grown ca- 
pricious mher taste3, and now cared little to accom-, 
modate those whom shd did not like. If you were 
one of her favorites, and called on her in the fruit 
season, either by way of compliment, or as a. pur- 
chase r» she always presented you a dish of the 
choicest productions of her orchard to ,eat in. her 
bou«e, and made her happiest selection for, your 
purchase. We were fortunately of this dass, ' She 
regarded it as an evidence of kind and friendly in- 
terest, to inquire aftei^ the prosperity of her place, 
and usually tendered some hints gratis,, on the 
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ouhivaticm of fruit trees. In one of these fiimiliar 
lessons, she remarked thut. there was a way to 
tnake trees bear much eairlier thain mc^t persons 
supposed they would, 

" Pray how is that, Mrs. S — -ri" '^ 

**^Why, when we was a settin'out the huM; of 
otir trees, them in the orchard down thar," pointing 
out^of the door, " the man we got 'em^oi^ told my" 
old man that if he wanted 'em %o bear early he 
must set 'em ^ut when the' moon was in parri- 
gli^r ^ ^ : . 

" When is that, Mrs. S— 1" said I, making a 
violent effort to preserve my gravity, for her keen 
eyes were fixed on my ftice. 

"O, I reckon fi>lks that's college lamt as you be, 
needn^t ax me when the moon's in parrighee. I. 
expect yoU' can tell any time when you look ^ 
it.'* ^ * 

. ** I am not college learned," I replied^ " you 
know ladies never are, and I presume my husband 
has forgotten all aboitt the parrighee of the moon 
long since." - - 

" Well you can find it ony time by lookine in a 
nalmanic ; that's *whar we found it Some rolks," 
added the old lady, " don't allow there's anything 
in the moon about fruit and so on, but I reckon 
they don't know so much inore than other folks as 
they think they do. ^ I . know a heap of things 
that does better when they're planted at sartin 
timesA)' the moon, and there can't nobody make 
me think 'tain't so, 'cause I've tried it. 'Tain't'sd 
much account about some things ; I reckon tatei^ 
does as well planted one time as another, and so 
does beets and so oi^ but cabbages and onions and 
all them 'dought to be planted 4n the new o' the 
moon, if you want 'em to be ot any 'count." 

Such edi^ng conversation usually occupied the . 



lime«peiit lit die cUl ladj'« bcmadw If you wei:^ 
ptfdbcularty da&zeitial and received instmclioDS 
meekly, you were ^waya rewarded by having 
your ppckeiB or teaket fiUed witk the chpieost apt 
pies tor your own especial gratt-ficatiog, I know 
of fio other Mray in iSfhieh the good womaa ever 
corrupted tha morahhof her visitors, but this was 
ba^ enough. Whose iategrity could stand un* 
shalcen be&re a dish heaped with apples s^nch as 
money could i^ot buy 1 Who woula venture to 
coRoctthe fiiondly old woman's ortho€py at such 
a ri^ } Certainly not one who had such a longing 
for the appte bins of eastern cellars aa I btul. 

Such were someof themaifiy excursions of autumn 
days which vre shared. Thiea, as I intimiftM, the 
gentlomen inore frequently weiH out in small com^ 
panies to cdioot the quaal^; grouse, hare, and squii;- 
re^ These paides were gei&eraUy equaa^an and 
very jo^ae among themselves, thottgh the whde 
mass of fbmale nerves in the villa^ was ia a 
flutter till they returned. Beeause it bad been 
foupd that in the absence of game they Aot each 
Qthorl. My husband had joti»d one of diese par** 
tiea and came home with shpt enough ia his Umbs 
to make us count it quite a serious affiur^ though 
it only resulted in his giving two or three days^ 
exclusive atteiftion to books within doora, . ' 

Later in the season ah occurrence under similar 
circumstances robbed us of one of our wcHTthiest 
young mechanics, and produced*^ a meat mMan* 
choly ^seUng likrottghoat on our little comixai* 
ally. Two young men, intimate fiiends, had left 
the village, together v on Baturday eveniag,^ to 
spend die 'Sabbath at the house of % &ieBd six 
miles away. On Monday moraing diey started for 
homey ea4i with his rifle and game*b^^ intending 
to seardi the groves and thidurta on their wtj 
12 
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down for gaine. N^ar. (Bumet ^le;^ had reached 
the skirt <» the grove abcmt a mile aiid a half from 
the village, mi discoveiing some^uail in one of 
the hazel thickets* which bondered it, they parted to 
''.beat" the thicket. Stealing cautiously around^ 
OBe:r«sed his rifle and fired aPt a bird that was just 
tripping into his place of concealnient. The bird 
fell, but a spring a6d adismfd groa^ at the same 
instant made his blood curdle. He drcmped his 
rifle and ran to the other side. Judge of his feel- 
ing when he saw his £iend lying on the ground, a 
crimson stream spouting from his breast; and heard 
him exclaim in a feint voice," C— ^ — , you have 
. shot me !"• In three minutes he was det^! The 
ball .hfid paissed thrcHi^h die heiart ! His remaips 
were bdme to the village on the vsraggon of a 
neighboring farmer, a coroner'^ inchest was held, 
And on the second day they were followed to the 
grave by the mourning citizens. The unfortunate 
man was a son of NewHampshire^ the pride of^iis 
aged father ^nd^nother, whom he had left to seek a 
more promising home in the richer regions of the 
west. 'His friend) scarcely less an object of sym- 
pathy, took a vow never again to handle fire-arms; 
but so completely had the horinors of the scene fest- 
ened upon ^is- mind, that he never recove^d his 
former calmness. lie brooded over the dreadfrd 
eyent witii a morbid kind of self-accusation, aban- 
doned his busmess, and at length wandered away 
melancholy, abstracted, miserable. .This was a, 
painful tragedy for our Iktle conununily, and last- 
ing and deep wks ihe sympathy it created for the 
two unfortunate young men. 

The reader will remember I informed him that 
our tieKt door on the left was a groceTy-r-(groggeTy 
would be the truer name, but what lady can ev^r 
make up her mind to write i^)« Jf he hoa heard 
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nothing froin tHis place before, itis iiotbecanse I* 
have not; Many a day's tranquillity a^d many a 
night's rest did diis honid place destroy. All the' 
innuence which the respectable^ portion of. the 
commuhity could bfhig to bear upon it, failed to- 
mitigate its character or check the abomiiiatio%» 
daily enacted in it.^ The^ sights and sounds of the 
poor wretches who frequented it often eompielled' 
me to forsake and cloqe the front of my house ; buf^ 
it was vain to seek .seclusion from them in my 
small tenement; their sickening shouts and groauEr- 
reached bne everywhere. Sometimes these diabol- 
ical -orgies lasted two 01^ three days and nights 
without pause, and then- a time of comparatiye 
quiet followed. The master-spirit among those: 
who shared in their Beetles, wha the individual . 
who kept the shpp\ His ceaseless habits of drunk- • • 
ennejSB had made him bne -of the most disgusting 
of human spectacles. With a face eUormously 
bloated beyoud its natural prbportions, eyes bleared ^ 
and watery, white lips, parched and mottled with 
bright red spots, and palsied limbs, thd miserable 
wretch, not yet thirty-five years of age, crept 
about, a warning, one would have thought, to those 
who cong^gated about him. ^But here they as- 
sembled, two or three miserably lost spirits from 
the eastern states, and as many Kentuckians of the 
lowest clas^; and here, hand in hand, they led 
each other to ruin. Sometimes the citizens would 
acquire influence enough over one of the band to 
keep him ^m the spot foira period^ but they 
seized oh hini again at the first .opportunity, and 
made him pay for his respite by a deeper plunge 
than ever. There was one unfortunate man highly 
dbnnected^ in one of the principal cities of the east, 
where he had lefl a wife and t^o interesting chil* 
dren. He had faUon among these wretdiea fKxm 
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after bis arriTal, .but hnd several tiroes been re- 
strained, partly by bis better feelings, partly by 
tbe remonstrances of bis^^fiiends. Eyery one wbo 
knew bim mourned over die waste of a man wbo 
possessed so many <^ tbe elements of usefulness 
and happiness. Early in tbe autumn, be received 
a letter from bis wi&, appealing to bnn, as ber 
busband akid tbe iatber (k h\a cbildrei^, to, return 
to tbem or make provision for ^^m to jcom^ to 
bim. It toocbed the rigbt chords in bim; he re- 
eohred to become a ^temperate mam And be per- 
severed in tbis resolution till tbe 1)eginning of 
November witb every promise- of success* Acci- 
dental l«»gth tbrew bim into tbe. clutcbes of these. 
fiends. Tbey dragged bim to tbeir place of sac- 
rifice, and dorapelled bun to taste, nay, to drink^ 
till be was again witbout self-control or reas^m. 
His friends, wbo bad watched him with deep in- 
terest, seizing every opportunity to strengthen l^is 
good resolutions, called on tbe master demon, and 
begged that he would let him go; that he would 
n ^ supply bim wkb the means of sel^estruction. 
ile answered thejr remonstrances with curses, and 
assured tbem that as long as be had liquor and 
** id!ac'' bad money,^ tbe latter should have what be 
wanted. On Saturday^evening there wa& deep 
drinking in this miniature ' belL The caroussd 
beki till morning opened, imd at a late hour the 
various inmates set ont reeling and s6imbling 
toward home, or^wbatev^r lodgmg chance might 
bring tbem. Tbe Sabbath open^ clear and bright. 
A tight firost had crisped w grassy the red^sun 
came up tbe eastern Ay, curtained witb mist and 
smoke ; soft winds crept over the embrowned 
foresu and plains, and all nature seemed^ to b^ 
filled with a kind of i^ joy. . I shall never forget 
tiuit morning. The holy quiet which rested c»^ 
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tlie ealth c^trasted strongly idth the ficnroe and 
harrowing scmnds oC this previous, nig^t. I looked 
out just as the sun was risii^g* The sni^ke ^egah 
to curl slowly upward froitn various ckaxoDeyB, and 
a few eatiy risers wer^ abroad inhaling the air 
freshened by the fix>st which yet lay upon the 
grass. They looked as if ciu*e were dismissed, and 
inan ^us Well as natiire was ta^e»j<>y a holy day. 
When the fh«iii)y who had sh^^red pooi- '* Mac/^ 
notwithstaiiding his many deviations, ascertained 
that he had not m^med to die house, they difr« 
patched a pemon to the grocery, to bring him 
home. But he. was not there! The miserable 
proprietor repotted as nearly t^Jiis half conscious 
state and drunk6n reeoHeotiohs would permit, that 
he 1^ there about two o'clock* ' 

** Yptf 11 find "him,^* said he, " tmder some fence 
or the side of a house, fa«t enough, I'll warrant 
you; ibr he was drunk ^hen he went away; ha 
wanted to git off afore he took the last drink, but 
we made him go it !" 

There was an tmfibished house some distance 
belowj and thither they Went, thinking it probable 
that he had crept In there to sleep. But he waf 
not to be found* They were wondering where he 
could have got^e, when one of diem, happening to 
pass near the open well, glanced into u, and was 
horrified to discover the figure of the lost man in 
the bottom, partly coveted with waten He wais 
immediately removed, and measures taken to resns^ 
eitate him, but life was utterly quei^^hed. Another 
coroner's^ itiquest was held. A iiide coffin was 
nailed together, and the remains were deposited 
the same day in the earth. I see now before me 
ihe thrilling events of th£lt day^ £unt as is this^- 
ture of them* I feel again th^ overpowering emo- 
tions we experienced When refiectiilg on ^e fate 
Q 
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of thk mi williBg victim to the vices of others. Tk^ 
poor wretch, half conscious, -notwithstanding the 
maddening potadona that had heen forced appn 
him, stumbling along in the dark night for a place 
of rest, thinking possibly of his bri^^i vows, and 
of the faith^ wife 9jid ch^dren whose hearts 
would bleed caold they, know his situation; half 
resolving, perhaps* that he would sdH save him- 
self and never touch again the fire that had so 
nearly consumed his soul — aII these thoughts and 
feelings, &intly recognized, ^passing through t^ 
mind that had bowed reluctantly to its renewed 
degradation^ and aH cut short by the briief and sud- 
den plunge which ended .in almost instant death ! 
What an entiance into eternity! what a feariiil 
leave-taking of the fiiur eaith ! what an ]ntroducti<Hi 
to the mighty future! For dars inv mind vi^as 
busied with h^ last thoughts, and the reairful strug- 
gles he must have made to recover his Ik^ upon 
life. I could not dismiss them. 

If everything collected with this terrible place 
had been painful and disg^usting befiDre, it will 
readily be conceived that they were iucomparably 
more so now. The groans seemed the dying, ago- 
nies of fiends, the shouts their exultations. The 
reeling forms and bloated faces seemed mora 
deeply lost than ever. But they did not remain 
long: public indignation was so ro^sed at the de- 
struction of a man who had naturally so much to 
win esteem and respect, that the grocery vras 
doomed from the day oi hia death. Pi^ it could 
not have i>een before^ but people require emne- 
thing which would startle the blind and dea^ to 
rouse them to acdon in such matters. Even now 
public opinion barely pemtittod individual action, 
but did not aid it. The licence which confen^od 
the power to do all these things was revoked, the 
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sliop broken up, and th^ miserable wretcb who 
baa kept it driven to seek anotber place of abode. 
He lingered about some time in })ia degradation, 
till at last one of his brother masons took him to 
his house in a neighboring town/ and by some 
inea^ induced his reformation. When I last saw 
him, I scarcely recognized him. But improved as 
he wa8,> he still bore the stamp of a degraded, 
wretched man. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

The reader must wish by this time to hear 
sometlutig of my housekeeping. It will be remem- 
bered that my only fire was in a smaU-si^ed Frank- 
Hn stove ; and as this had a grat^ in it, it will not 
be difficult for housekeepers to conceive that my 
ponveniences for the multifarious operations of 
baking, boiling, stewing, and roasting, were some- 
what Umited. By the nicest possible adjustment 
of my tea-kettle to the , middle of the arch, L 
could pajiss it in and out of the grate. The first 
task was by no. means difficult, being generally 
peribrmed when the vessel contained cold water. 
£iut to remove it, whon the boiling^quid was bub- 
bling ftotn the spout, and ev^sry crevice performing 
the office of an escape pipe, to the utmost of its 
capabilities, was quite another affair. Neverthe- 
less, twice, thrice, and even double t|;ie last num- 
ber of times in a day, I wrought myself up to the 
effbrt,'and wbat is still clearer evidence ^f heroism 
and genius, never failed, nor .even met with any 
greats accident than stindry small burns on my 
hands and fingers. . The greatest number of these 
agreeable little incidents of tea-kettle rescue, waa 
lolir at one attempt, the average two. 
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Bemde my tea-kettle, tbe largest vesti] irfau^ I 
^ould u8^ was a three-pint aaucepan ; and b^reia 
were perfbrmed all toitsof operations^ from the 
fiicasseeing of chiekent to the boiling of corned 
beef and cabbage. Not to tax cr^duli^ too rnuch^ 
let it be borne in mind that I. could u^e thzee of 
these at Once- — a privilege which every dinner I 
prepared taught me to appreciate* The most 
troubtesome of all my culinary operations was 
baking. It is true I had a good tin^oven, but then 
where to place it was a troublesome question. If. 
it had been possessed of any means of generating 
caloric withm itself, so that^ hating placed the 
preparation vnthin, I coold hate set it on the table 
or floor barrel, and left it to bake at its own p^^ce, 
my troubles would have been sensibly alleviaJted. 
Btit my tin oven wcui like -all others. Never taking 
into account die difference between a small Frank**^ 
lin and a wide fireplace, ahhoUffh it had looked the 
former in the fece so often, and been times with* 
out number crowded and jostled fron;^ its positfon 
before it, it said, *<Set me to the fire^ and I'll bi&ke 
your bread $ if you don't, it shall stand here raw 
till doomsday." So I was always ootepelled to 
make some pronsion for it The front iWt could 
stand on the hearth, but the back ones were of the 
same length, and, o¥ course, called for something 
to make up the difference between ^Qaa height of 
the hearth and floor. Sticks of wood and chips-— I 
had like to have said stones» but of these we had 
none— were the ^articles most, in ^mand for this 
use. But as these, when fnled loosely upon each 
other, are not the most stable foundation, it will 
not be wondered at, that my oven sometimes went 
over and poured out the half-baked loaves upoii 
Ae floor* 
But, beside diese mechanical obatadbs, thepre^- 
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.wcib a&^ciier difiietilty tttendant upon bftking^of 
mucli mOre setlovB .ia^jpoxt, sad Uiat was the 
making of the breads I scarcelY hi^ow how I 
»houki hav^ ^sQ^nqnered thii, btUL kkt the kmd.iii* 
Bmietioait <^ the exceUent old lady who^e bairel 
<^ rain-water had been so acceptal^ a letter of itt** 
trodi^tion. The beftt of jeast from her own j^ 
Wae always at ifiy senrice, and &e nio«t patient 
directions, for ittucing, kneading, and rising. I 
h«fd learned in the laboratory £at it waa a most 
pernicious thing to stiffer bread to pass the stage 
.<^ saccharine fermentation; and ha^e no doubt that 
if any housekeeper, before I was one myself^ had 
applied for instmctions in making bread, I could 
h^ve delivered qnite «a ^rolul^e lecture oo the 
various stages <^ fermentadon, and the chains 
acetendant upon each. But theory, is one thing, 
practice another ; and &oagh the knowiedge I 
had derived from our lamented profesBor Was by 
no means w^eless, yet it did not make my first not 
my second loaf or bread as good as that of my 
neighbor, who had nerer read a page of chemistry^ 
However, the myrteries of eppnge, fitvt mixing, 
n^iilding, md second rising, became ^tmilite after 
a few sour experiences, till I could, with much 
complacency, set a plate of my^ town good bread 
befeire my husband. I had one other main diffi* 
' culty ; and that was to keep thk last^^amed^person* 
age from making atprivate grocery and meat-house 
of my- Httle place. Never man looked at the ^ont 
earning powers of two common individuals through 
tuchenormoud magnifying leneesi Thosedescribed 
by Mr. Welier to Sergeant vBuzfuz^ were* nothing 
td themi Four dozen ^piails, and half a dozen 
rabbits, purchased in one day, it will be coia^esed, 
wastuther a large provision, abating the innumer- 
able fimcieA for salt-fish and corned beef^ which 
q2 
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one might take4>efore these were consumecL We 
tried, under this profuse administration, di|e salted 
quail j and, t hesitate not tp say, for the benefit of 
posterity, that they bear no comparison to the 
fresh bird. The same testimony will ^pplj to die 
corned rabbit, of which we had a ^^at abundaxx^ 
I speak of these dishes, not to boast of the dainti- 
ness of ^ our fare,, but because they are, I think, 
anomalies in the gastronomic wc^ld, i^nd.becaiiase 
I wish th3t th6 young housekeeper who bas liever 
had so formidable a purchase to. dispose of^ may 
admire our ineenuity. Trutb. compels me to say, 
however, that a considerable portion of this game 
afterwards made its escape by the side docnr, with- 
out having seen the interior of my saucepans. , 

The period to which I lobked forward with 
most trepidation, was the session of Court; My 
better half being in the legal prollMsion, it woula« 
of course, be incumbent on us to ^tertain some 
of the brethren whom i^ .event would call to- 
gether. Getting up a formBl diniier was an affair 
quite beyond my comprehdnsion. I had paid so 
little attentioi]^ to the externals of the ant, that I 
did not even know how a table shoUM loc^ wheh 
laid, to say nothing of the formidable detail by 
whicli it was brought ubout. The Jhst dinne^,^ 
therefbre, was likely to be quite an events While 
it was yet in fatviroy Hal made his appearance at 
our litde domicile. I laid «11 my tix>ub}es^ before 
him, but he bade me be 6f good cheer, prdmisinff 
to preside over the cuinHt himself when the <kea£ 
ed day came, and comforted me by asserting that 
he could prepare a handsomer dinner than half 
the housekeepers of die village, and that both of 
us together must make a brilliant thing of it. 

Behold us,, then,' on ;the morning of the eventful 
day, all stir and earnestness* The moment the 
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profeflMnal inoie^of the hout^old left, the jcon- 
suhadcm began. I was not ki l;he condition of 
Elise, whom Mrs. GnniUa rejiered, at a very late 
hour, with -a pair of chickens. My' purveyor had 
been at his large purchases again, and I bad 
lamb, quails, chickens, and mg. In theperples^ty 
of choosing I turned to Hal. ": ' 

** Which shall I take 1 for you Imow it is impoi^ 
sible to prepare more than one.'' 

<< Let It be the iamb, then, by all means. It will 
be more subst^tial as a solUary dish than chick- 
en or quail, and willnot, on an average, compel 
80 manyof your guests to <»nnibalism as ^e' other 
$iCQr-fboted anitnal would.'* 

**Be quiet. Sir Impudence. I don't employ cooks 
to make^on^ments on my guests. But it you th^ik 
thelamb will be better than either of the other meats, 
^^us decideupob it. How shall it be cooked 1" 

"You have but one way— a leg of iamb will 
hardly go into a three-pint saucepi^n. You must 
rbast it of course ; imd if you hkre diniier l&t two, 
it must go to the fire about twelve." 

" But there is a difficulty," I replied, " about 
roastine^ which my limited practice ' has not yet 
enabled me to ov^come. That is to tell when the 
meat is done ! and a small degree of over or under 
Spmgy you know, ruins die whole for nice ^palates." 

** oil leave that to me," said my. assistant. _ " III 
keep all that right. : You make the various other 
things ready, atid prepare the roast, and I'll b^ 
here in tinie to superintend it. I'm gouig over to 
$ee the Sucker court now." 

'* Well, don^t Ml of being here at half past 
eleven, for I shall be in a fever if y6ti do.'^ 

"No, good by." 

t spent^e ismainder of the morning in the sub- 
ordinate duties of preparing potatos, tunnps, to* 
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mates, et cet. The narrowness of in jr mmrtiiifnit 
compelled me to restcHre evmything to ordn: as fe^ 
as I disordered it 1 1 could not leave a utensil soiled, 
becauiBe there was no spc^e plttce which it could 
occupy. No Tossel of water which had i>een once 
used could retirain standing; £pT my-hollew ware, 
beside the tea-kettle and frjrk^^pan^ was ooo^ned to 
the threet iHtncepdns^ already named. I had but one 
table and the thrd6 short shelves before described, 
tod on, or about these, all my pieparations had to be 
nutde. Such very limited conveniences for house * 
ke^si^ duties drew the deepest commiseratioo 
from 1^ neig^boiing ladies^ who visited me, and 
. yet, str^ge as it may ^eem, I thought they were 
quite uncalled for./ My entire uilacquaintance' 
wkh practical hoi;toke^ing, while ; it doabtleis 
mtiltipHed tlie few cares ^I lutd, rendered me nna< 
ble to appredate a more, fiivorable ^condition, -sa 
that it' was, afber all, ar source' of much content. I 
had no ^tter state with which to compare this, ai^ 
yvaw therefore ready at aU timed t6 pronounce it 
good. With^a few alterations which I could have 
stiffgested, I should have thought it "^neKC^^rtiQ^- 

In^the initiatory stages of the dinner, when 
doubts of my success would rise, to torment me^ I 
had one strcmghold to sBee to for comfort. Tha^ 
Was my dessert; There was- no doubt^ about it. 
My pumpkin pies were as good as ever graced a 
New England thiinksgivinff, and the peaxdies de* 
Hcious ! And then,^ too, 1- was cettain of good 
cofiee. Mr. F. had taught me the Parisian mode 
^ maldng it, and there was no chance <£ foilure. 
So between the doubts and hopes;, ptetty nearly 
balanced (for what- would the deflsert be if the' 
meat were spoiled), I got through the morning. 
Pnnctually^ a Bttle before twelve, came Hil full 
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of mvrfolous tbuigs tk) rdate about th^ cdwrC tooid, 
and thd people, and tiie iunctioiiaries, more espe- 
cially tlie judge. Tfae^p^rMmal apeai^ance of this 
ffBodeiQaii he declared to be very extraordinarj. 
Mia Wttrdrobf9 demons^raled that ho had beea on 
a long ciiBuit apd left his valise at the first stop- 
ping^lace. One coold scarce refrahi .condoling 
wim him, and offioring tha loan of a chan^ of 
linen. He patiKHiiz^ tise aoTer-failing uniform 
of ajeanscoat and pantalooas ; the laitecso madi 
Worn, that really it was' wooderfiil he had not re- 
membered to order a new pair in place of those 
he nnurt^have- left. So overflowing was the. youth's 
mind with recollection* of the Oonrtrhoose, that 
I faiad some difficulty in. bringing- lum back to the 
leg of lamb; But this vma elected at last, and the 
earnest busitiess of the day commenced. 3oil and 
roast was the burden of our song- till half-past 
one. But t^e trU)uUtion we were in I or rather 
I^for Hal was wicked Plough to enjoy my per- 
plexity^ The lamb began to shrink as «>on as it 
vras thoroughly ^warmML tloough, aad continued 
to diminish $al\ he declared another half hour would, 
use up its very i^adow. 

** It must have been killed when the moofi was 
ito p&rigte^ said he, " for no po^qn of ^ hoa^ 
v^nly. bodies, less extraordinary, could produce 
such MS effect'' 

It was' too kfte npw to repair the consequence^ 
of this umcecountable fVeak ; and its diminutive 
appearance when placed upon^the larg0 dish I ^ad 
reserved for it, nearly made me despeii^te. What 
would my guests think of such a s^itary piece cf£ 
lan^ \ WhAt a misery, I thought, that apologies 
have been so worn out by ^eir unmeaning use, 
that one cannot nowbe uttered without the forfeit 
of BeV'te^pecU I can nerpt explain the true diffi- 
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cnlty heareficfT I should burst into an uncontroDaHle 
lau^ OTor mie wasting lamb. I can never teU 
tbem wby I did not pr^>are another dish, because 
while I was expatiating ou the inelastic capacities of 
a small Franklin, and tbree half-grown saueepims, 
they would be weighing some point in evidence 
or law( and wondering why .women w^uld'talk 
forever about such small matt^^ ! There Was 
but one way ; and that was to be mlent. The mo*' 
ment I made this discovery, I was^ i^ rest« If there 
be any excellefiee about my phflosophy of h£e, it 
is diat of ^idopting heartily, and at once, whatever 
vray seems deiqrly to bei ri^t, no matter how much 
it may conflict wiUi preconceived feelings or c^in- 
ions. This di^nxition, ability, or whatever one 
may please to> term it, has saved me maiiy homrs of 
indeci^^y complaint, and pinmg. It is sp much 
hi^pier, nojt .to . have, one'6 energies said desires 
warring with each other-^-not to be debating 
between the right and the ;wrong-p-withing to 
piursue the one, yet unable to abandon the oSier. 
If my inoralizing over a shrunken bit uii lamb 
seems out of pla^ the reader wiU remciniber diat 
I had extricated myself frcnn great tribulation by 
resolving to >reat my dinner as if it were wortl^, 
not only of my own respect, but that of my guests 
also.. 

My temperature, however, was a little raised by 
the sudden reflection l^at Mr. F. might double the 
propos^ number of guests, if he could find* amonj^ 
his acquaintances, so many that were uiieiigage£ 
He would foreet the «ize of the house, the $ize o( 
the stove, apd the size of his wife's capadty as 
cook, and bring as m toy as if all ^ese had bedn 
on thamost extensive soal^. Fortunately, the rec* 
oHection of this indefinite hospitality did not seize 
me, until just as the tide of learning and law woa 
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Rowing out-of die wbite' wooden temple, andl was 
soon met Me to distingilish our little party, lim- 
ited to the original number. Two of the guests 
were strangers to 'me; the third scarcJely other- 
wise. When the ceremony of iiitrpduction was 
over, they were seated in the little frcmt bedroom, 
and I retired to' dish up the dinner, Hal was mis- 
sings and 1 could not cairhim ; the partitioii was 
too thin. While i was externally busied with the 
TOgetables, and internally denouncing the fri^d , 
who could forsake one in the hour of severest trial, 
the popular half of the great ba<?k door swung open, 
and th^ waggish face bf my extempore cook was 
thrust cautiously inv 

/f"! say,"'he exclaimed in a whi£(perys^*consid,er- 
ing the lamb, I may as well take a Dotani^ing tour 
while you ai?e at dimmer; ehV' 

"Be off," I replied, "and botanize, or do any 
other thing you please, but don't come here to 
perplei^ me now, when I have so many weighty 
matteris to adjust." ^ * . , 

"You don't caH th^ mutton weighty 1 Just put 
a couple of quails into one of those things there 
that never rest, and we'D have the better. dinner yet. 
It's a pity you hadn't something to lay around that 
fradion of roasted lamb," returning provokingly 
to the sore subject ; " shall I get you a handful of 
greend from the prairie V - 

" Oh, be Bt^erciful, Hal; and go away for an 
hour, if you won't bit down to dinner with us. 
When you come back, I'll have a. quail ready for 
you.'.' ^ 

" We)l, good bye;" but a moment after the face 
reappeared. ^ " '^ ' 

"Just allow me to suggest that you had better 
not tAe any of the lamb. Y'ou need not look at 
the dish when you declinoi but just carry it off with 
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back-TOem, was. fSurly set in order ag&iii, I felt no 
little ground of self-gratulatipn that my first din- 
ner was so creditably over. 



CHAPTER XX. 

As the autumn advances * toward winter in the 
"prairie land," nature, as everywhere else, loses 
her benien aspects Heavy winds from the west 
and north swe^ over th'eimmense plains, shaking 
their brown, crumbling herbage on the unbumed 
regions, and howling vnt& a sharper tone over the 
tracts that have been left naked and black by the 
fire. Much rain usually descends in the month of 
November; and slight mils of snow commence in 
the^latitude of 41^ about the middle of the follow- 
ing .month. But they rarely whiten the ground tiH 
much later in the season. The roads are fright- 
fiiUy bad until the rains are over, and the ^ost 
locks up the sur&ce of the earth. There is then 
rarely snow enough to make sleighing < in the 
beaten iracks. The greatest depth seldom exceeds 
five inches, the average is about two and a ha]£ 
Very few sleighs are kept. Occasionally a young 
gentleman who bears rich recollections of the 
moonlight rides of the east, possesses himself of a 
nondescript article of this kind ; more, however^ as 
a memento, than as a means of like enjoyment in 
the new country. 

The farmers usually keep a xoarse vehicle, on 
which' they slide^ their produce to market and tneir 
wood home.' When a ride is taken it is in this, 
rigged with the box of a farm waggon. They are 
pleasant rides, notwithstanding the roughness of 
the conveyance. ^ A slight fall of snowt>n the long 
grass gives the sleigh an easy, flowing moti(Mi, ana 
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you glide as gaily ovfer the prairies* as- ydu wodld 
along the fenced ways of the east, with a foot^of 
snow heneath your polished runner. Aw^ you go 
with nothing to restrain your motions. The wide 
domain is all unfenced; the frost, hasc bridged the 
sloughs ; and your excursion is bounded only by 
time and the capacity of your steeds: Dashing along, 
you start up a bevy of grouse that have been shrilil^- 
mg under a clump of tall grass or Aveeds. Away 
they fly, their steady wings cutting the clear dense 
air, with a scarcely visible motion, till they alight at 
no great distance, and seek a shelter similar to the 
one they have left. Th^ small red wolf too occa- 
sionally crosses your path, but his gaunt form soon 
disappears behind some hillock or tree. If you 
turn mto the barrens, you do not ride far before 
the tramp of your horses and the merry voices of * 
your party startle some timid hungering deer from 
his browsing, and send him bounding over the 
snowy surface, iWth a tread almost as light and 
fleet as the wind that follows him. If a rifle has 
been clandestinely stowed beneath the bufialo 
robes, it is produced now in quick time, but the 
ladies 6ne and all declare that it shall not be dis- 
charged at the fugitive. If it is leveled at him, 
they push it aside, or strike it up into the air, so 
that the sportsman, ilT he persist, sends his ball 
among the naked boughs, or if reasonable, lays it 
aside, and contents his savage heart with a promise 
to come otit next day, unattended by *' these foolish 
women." 

The quail dodges about ffirm-yards, grkin-flelds, 
and woodland, and during all the winter months is 
trapped in immense numbers. I have known them 
offered in market at sixpence a dozen. No meat 
surpasses them for richness apd delicacy of flavor. 
Broiled, fricasseed, roasted, or fried, ^y are in* 



compAnible. But one must have moi^e stomach 
tiian soul to devour the little charmers, ivitbou^ 
some compunctioBS. , The bare recollection of one 
of the cheerfiil. hs^py-looking little beings who 
has tr^ped along m the road before you when 
jou were taking a sumn^er ride or walk, the de- 
lightful feature that his presence lent to the land- 
scape, and the chara^ of his clear voice, ringing 
through the copses and groves, tnust, if you have 
any love of these things, detract ttom the mere 
palate-pleasure 1>efbre you. Yet notwithstanding 
all these appeals to the higher sense of man, mil- 
lions of these beautiful litae creatures are every 
winter devoured. 

The winters of these western regions are much 
shorter and leas severe than those in the ^ame lati- 
tudes in the eastern states. Indeed, this season 
scarcely sets in till the middle of December. Afler 
this the cold b often as intense as. is ever experi- 
enced below the hig^h latitudes of the New England 
states ; but its penod of duration is very ^ort. 
Two or three days at most of such Weather are 
invariably followed by feir, sunny d^s, often mild 
as those of June ; the hard-trodden streets of 
Downs become quite dry, and eVen dusty; soft, 
pleasant winds &0v^ the south prevail throughout 
the day ; your fires die away in the bright sunlight 
that poujrs through the opeur doors and windows. 
Sometimes thesedays are atten^^ by warm rains, 
which soften die soil and make the roads and streets 
almost impasaable. 'It seems then as 4f spring 
were at hand. You ahnost watch for tender grass 
to spring through the dead herbage that covers the 
prairies. But these pass away, and presently the 
^rost-king is down upon us again, his cold breath 
searching every cranny and chink of the rude cabin 
df tjbe Siu^ker, and the unfini^ed house of the more 
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ambkiotus settler. I do not mean * to say that bo 
mild a temperature as I hare described is invaria-^ 
Me at this season. Yet no person can spend a 
winter in the region to which I refer, without ex- 
periencing many such days. Farther south, in the 
latitude of Vandalia and Kaskaskia, they make a' 
considerable part of the season. 
/ The most ol]jectionable feature of the climate^ t>f 
ail these valley states north of^ the Ohio, is the sud- 
den and extreme (dhanees to which it is liable. The' 
mercury sometimes rises hiany degn^es in a few 
minutes, and often fkUs aa tepidly. 

I remember one of these cmmges whidi occurred 
in the winter of *37, when the mercury fell incred- 
ibly in a very few minutes. There had been a 
slight fall of snow two or three days previous, 
which the wann.sutthad converted into water, and 
left standing in pools all over the smface of the 
frozen ground. The morning was mild, and the 
sun shone bright tit! a few minutes before eleven,' 
when the air became suddenly chilly, and in less 
than ten minutes the whole face of the earth was 
locked as under a Lapland winter. Many persons 
lost their lives by the sudden and extreme cold; 
Travelers over the large prairies had no means of 
escape/ and for several days tidings vrere continu- 
ally coming in, of some unfbrtnnate victim who 
had perished. An old gentleman and his daugh" 
ter hud left a little town nbrth of us for thmr hom« 
mx miles aw^ just before thet^ange, and never 
reached it. Three men on horsebadk were crow- 
ing a large prairie on the south, all of whom p&p* 
ished« with their steeds. One of them, in hopes to 
escape by uniting to his own the warinth of his 
horse, had i^moved the entrails of the animal, and 
crept into the cavity! They were all found the next 
day, a short-distance from each other, stark and stiff. 
r2 
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In the northern part of the state the winters are 
longer, the snow fsQls deeper, and! th^ cold, thougii 
not ^ways more intense, is of longer duration. 
But the prairies here are divided into smaller 
tracts, ana partiaUv sheltered by copses of wood, 
so that the long wmter does not rave so fiercely 
over them as it would ^over the wide savannahs 
&rther south. The deep snc^w occasionally leads 
to dreadful destruction among the deer. It is often 
crusted over, -so as to bear the weight of a man, 
while their long, slender limbs plunge into it, 
and sink them beyond the hope of extrication. 
In this helpless condition, the terrified creatures 
are overti^en, and often crueHy beaten to death, 
by barbarians whose only ol^ect is to dei^oy them. 
Sometimes they are not even removed, and at 
others only the choice parts ^e taken off and car- 
ried home for use. The unmitigated barbarity of 
these merciless hunters ismore clearly demonstrated 
toward spring, when starvation has left the deer a 
feeble skeleton. In this state he can be of no value 
whatever, yet the ruthless butchery continues add- 
ing another to the many evidences that blood- 
sheddinff may become a pleasant recreation. 

The nckleness of the wintry season greatly im- 

f»airs the farmer's chance of success with fall crops, 
n those regions where the surface ia not covert 
with sno:w, the small grains which the eastern far- 
mer is accu^med to sow in tho fall, have little 
prospect of coming to much strength of maturity ; 
put this disadvantage is, according to all western 
agriculturists, compensated tenfold by the gigantic 
growth of summer. 

One of the most trying conditions of western life 
is the first winter, which finds the settler moved out 
of his warm -cabin into th^ new house which he has 
erected for himself, but not finished. The former 
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tenement has' affi>rded good.secimty against the 
gre^atest ^gree of cold. Its thick walls, chinked 
between the loffs with triangular bits of wood, 
plastered neatly m with clay, have l]^een impervious 
to the biting frost. The wide fireplace has afibrd^ 
ed abundant facilities ^or imparting warmth; and 
the heavy floor, if well put together, has protected 
the feet without a carpet But since the last win- 
ter passed aviray, the new framed house has been 
elected. Boards split by his own hands form itslhin 
outside walls, Bud these are generally for the first 
year the only thing interposed between the bi|ter 
elements and the shivering tenants. No wonder 
then, that the cups freeze to the saucers while they 
are at table, or that the chicken or grouse iropi 
which they have just ' breakfasted, is thoroughly 
frt>sted over ^hile the housewife is setting away 
the remains of the meal. These are trying tunes. 
Quilts are put in requisition^ in place of lath mid 
plaster, the ^te is kept on active duty, aiid. food is 
abundaint. Hope too whispers that such weather 
cannot long continue. A few pinching days, and 
the bright sun and the warm winds will steal in 
where the keen cold now ent^», and be all the 
more welcome for th^ constrast. One, two^ and 
sometimes three vnnters are worn out in this way. 
The material fbr.fimshing housesis 9car9e; labor 
is still Dpiore difficult to procure ; and, most of all« 
. the great length of the wann season and the thou- 
sand delights which the extemal'world furnishes, 
relax the eare and energy which -under circum-^ 
stances less favorable to other ^njoymente, viH>ukl 
prove a more efficient secui:ity against the rigom 
of this season. . A like want of precast against the 
inclemencies of winter marks* the wh(^ economy 
of the early agriculturists of these genial regions.- 
Their cattle are no better oared for than diem- 
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bom crib, are^construdbed for years ttfter tb^ry mU 
tie ott a ferm.. This neglect is doubtless owing, hi 
part, to the scortity of Biaterial fbt bui^ng, to the 
defedtiye state c^ the mecbamc arts, atfd nearly ad 
i^tich, perhaps, to the unsetded feeling experienced 
1^ tfa^e strange lorers of the freedom of frdritier life 
Liable at any moment to be pressed up(^4n bk 
chosen home by eastern emigrants^ tbd Western 
ftrtner feek diat he must retreat ihitn4t. He hai 
Ifette sympathy with the living tide that is fiowin^ 
0T«r his beaatiful plains frotis the land of the rising 
sun, and when it has passed and c)oMd around 
him, he feels a stranger iii his own home. The 
charms for which he loved- the eouiitry are no 
longer there, the spirit which bound him to it 
dwells not in the tluifty- growing estates o£ his 
Yankee neighlxnrs.^ ^ It hashed to the untenanted 
{^atns beyond, and thidier he must follow it XX 
what avail then were it to build, as if his, life wero 
to be spent here 1 He must W ever movitig; ever 
^ the v«a of civilization, pressing hard upon th^ 
Indian) whose footstep Jbrushes the ftrst dev^ frbm 
the fece of nature In all these^ mAgnifioeiit king* 
doms <^ her richest wealth. 
. -But I am departing from veinter and winter ll|b 
on -the prairieS). The firesides of marty lamiKeb 
present something of ite aspect which ^ose of our 
grandskres did in the eastern states. The sinall 
wheel ^wploys the females in the hours not de- 
voted to the earto of t^e family. The bunch of 
linen grows day by day, and by and hf the sound 
«f the looiii imay'be heard from the chamber or the 
adjoining room, if there be one, . The nien look 
after their cattle, husk their com at^e shock in 
the field, and if preparations for building the next 
seasoii are in progress, spend the remaining time in 
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^tet^atiflg timber, spllttttig boatdfe, tHing ebmglfts, 
idid in evety other way riiakhig d\eir <mii band^ 
{»eifdrm the duties of the various xmHs, itaachines, 
and liiBtmments^ ^ich elsewhere teliere the ctil* 
tirttlor cf ^e ^oil of these duties. When hoihihg 
ef Ibis ki»td employs thetn, they fksteii a berse tb 
a little "^fe^** or jumper * take a guti, dtid dittin^ 
ftrouftd the corh-field« of the Vicinity, shoot gfoUise 
enough ioT one or two dinners, and return home 
to read o^ 6t> Wh^teyer else seems good, until the 
feifittn of evening biings fresh wants to be supplied 
itt the fkrm-yard, or some social ttei^bt^r to chet 
hvnj the hours «t the fireside. 

I*faVigfeitioh is suspended on the titireamd ^ thd 
iuteribr, and on the Upper Mississ^pi, for a few 
weeks. Il usually opens toward the last of Jan- 
uary, seldom later thim the first of the succeeding 
month. The ice bridge, however, is not to be 
trusted. While it remains, therefore, it i* a serious 
bbstaicle to those whose btEsines^ 6r pleadure leads 
ihem pret umbridged streams', ahd some of the 
itaost painftd accidents have'ocburred in attemptid^ 
to cross them. I tecollect one that took plaCd 
duithg the last winter I Spetit in the country. A 
party of four or five young "persotos set out toward 
evening to cross the Illinois, for the purpose of 
attending a ball in the village opposite their pla6e 
of residence. The xiver at thi& place is widened 
into what is, in this country, termed a lake. The 
Widfh,1&t the poitit of Ci^ossing, is probfetWy betweeii 
Wlf fend a quArtef of ft mile. The weather had 
been renittiicably mild for some dayd, and tbe 
erossing was cons«!ere^ extremely precarious^ 
but their love of gaiety predotninated 6Ver pru* 
denoe, and the party entered on the dull, saturated 

* A mini^tore sleigh, each shaft and runner of which is made 
itf one long bough betit up in front 
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ice. They had proceeded but a few yards from 
tike^ shore, when it gaVe way, and plunged them 
all in. Fortunately, the water was shsMjow, and 
many trees and shrubs grew hr out from t^e bank. 
They caught at these, and« with almost super- 
human exertion, climbed into their branches, and 
were all saved; though t^ey ndaiiy perished of 
the cold, before relief ccune. It was not until a 
late hour of the following morning, that their 
situation was discovered by some one passing 
near the water'^ edge ; ^fuid then some time was 
consumed in getting a passage for a boat through 
the ice, which was now broken up and moving 
slowly off. One of the females, when taken fitjm 
her perilous position, was stupefied and belpless. 
. All, however, recovered. 

The ice generally moves $ibout tlie last of 
January^ Navigation is then iqiinterrupted, till 
midsummer reduces the streams, and leaves the 
"bars," whii^i' occuj;^ at frequent inteirvals, top 
iscantily covered vdth water to allow, a steamboat 
of ordinary drafr to pass them. This is true only 
of the tributaries of the Mississippi and Missouri. 
The latter streams are supplied with an abund- 
ance of water during the whole year. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

It is always pleasant to resume communication 
with the world ^around, whepi the icy^ fetters ' of 
winter are cast off. . Every one rejoices that the 
great highways are again open, «ven thqugh he 
may expect' to derive no personal pleasure or 
benefit therefrom. , This feeling, united with the 
anticipation of the approaching jubilee of nature, 
makes the settlers m the vicinity of navigabU^ 
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Btreamii rejoice to bear of the << first st^mboat." 
And as the sun wheels himself day by day higher 
ill our heayens, and the chill winds are followed 
opener and longer, by soft airs from the souths and 
the evenings grow mild, and the frogs begin to 
pipe in the moist spots on the prairies, one's very 
heart leaps to meet the benignant spirit of tbd 
opening year. 

How intense has been my enjoyment of such 
seasons in Prairie Land ! How entire the happi- 
ness, with which we have stood by our door at a 
late hour on some mild March evening, ii^hen' all 
sounds of human life wer& hushed in our little 
village, and listened to the thousand minute and 
gentle voices by which nature announced her 
emancipation from the grim rigor of tbe hoary 
winter i Millions of the &le creittures just named, 
tenants of the sloughs and low grounds moistened 
by the rains and melted snows, send forth their 
cheerful chorus . to the night. The moon shines 
faintly through a veO of nust and smoke, accumu- 
lated from the slow fires that have all day crept 
lazily through the saturated grass. Delfciou0 
breezes press gently over the vast plains, ynth, a 
solemn ceaseless sound, that subdues and yet 
gladdens the soul ! In such an hour the mind is; 
all. unchained fix>m its loaterial fetters — ^free — iti 
conceptions large , as^ nature herseUi It floats with 
the cvei^g winds over all the dim region, searches, 
like them, every recess in plain or grove, teeming 
with young lite, aud ready, when a few mot& 
sum^ days shall have passed, to burst into visible 
and joyous beauty. Sympathy, thought, emotion, 
when nal^jre is in- such a mood, scoirn all laws of 
time and place, and career through every period, 
and over all the regions of space. What are 
nations and empires the most potent, to the ex-. 
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lattice (^ whieh miiMt is cdtMciood ? Hie tnig 
«V6nt8 of ^arth sink into iBBigmUctttice beft>rB its 
OWA e^ultine ^ense of being* It tiskft no power 
but that which it can achieve for itself* It sees 
neither joy nor pain, m ^e definite acts of life^ 
whatever be their nature. It asks only to go 
abroa4 with the un^^feig Of the omnipotent spirit 
that breathes around it, of which it feels itself a 
part An its pjsst is but a point-^-ali its fiiture 
eternity ! It imquii^s not how or whence it cune^ 
bares not fer die cireumstanc^ in ivhidi it finde 
itself, but rejoices in being— 4tself the most 
wonderful of aU the mysteries which it cares not 
now to 8olTe» Nature^ in all her irast extent, her 
manifold operations, is within its grasp. Clouds, 
volcanos, oceans, tempests, mountains, deserts-^ 
the secret woikings of the vital and physical laws, 
the iimumerable forms. of life and matter; all the 
beauty ctf the world which is just bursting into 
Hfe ; all the glory of die millions that have passed 
away, become only sources of exquisite plea8ta*e. 
They waken no inquiry, they seem no mystery. 
We live in the past as^ u it were the present ; we 
81*0 tenants of all time. We seize, m a moment, 
our place m the spirit world, and look upon mate* 
riial niAure as if we were no longer a part of it. 
What are such reachings of tfis mind but a 
lengthening of the bonds by which it is allied to 
Omnipotence f Are they not foretastes of its un- 
shackled flitnre, glimpses of its eternity-^-lhint and 
brief, surely, yet sufficient to make us rejoice that 
it is not destined to reside ever with matter 1 Who 
is not richer for such a moment 1 Whose soul 
does not thriH with a j^y unutterable, when this 
chord has been swe^t by the breath of nature, to 
find how deep and nch are the tones it yields, in 
making up the* harmony of his being 1 Who does 
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not ^9ceiul to earth* from such acetatic flights, 
happier and better for the exmisite sepse whieb 
has been kindled by them ! His love of the ma- 
lerial beai^y and harmpny which has sumiifioned 
iiim from hii^self is a thousapd&ld stronger* They 
are no, longer re^^ded merely as objects of de- 
light to the faculties wjbach perceive them, but, as 
links to draw us higher, as iucense laid on the 
altar of our hearts, to kindle therein brief but 
angelic light. Blessed be natiirew^beautiiul, life- 
tenkindHng nature ! ISlessed be the thousand arts 
by which she appe^ to our love, and reverence, 
^id, leaf, and tree, raging tempest and gentle 
life-distilling dew-*^fathomlesa ocean and clear, 
moss-bound upring— blessed are ye all* And 
thrice-blessed and adored be the wisdom which 
iias enabled us to fee all these, and ^el ourselves 
partakers o£ their being* ^ir beauty, and their 
power, ' , 

The majestic silence (for the rich music, of na- 
ture is silence, to the soul that hannoni^es with it) 
in which such emotion eaxi alone live, is deep on 
the dark plains around us. Ne discordant sound 
of Ufer^no jarring stir-^no hum of art or toO, 
breaks on the soul. Its pinion soars untiripg — its 
,keen sense is drawn ever jpoward, but only by the 
voices which Omnipotence has pidled £»th. The 
i human world is all abseiit, gone, &ded away in the 
immense distaapa^ What sound is that which re- 
. calls the eaiv to its mortal sei^se, ja this deep hour ? 
iA slow, measured march, which you deem for a 
. vioment might be the deeper bass of 4he universal 
,i;boir— -^e ck^ voice, answering to tbe solemn 
spirit of the uight. Whence comes it t It is dis- 
tant, but belongs to earth* It dissolves the spirit 
fabric in wlucb we have been emhriped, and leaves 
^tJie kemij sdpsitiY^ soul uivibield^dt until it ag«^ 



206 LIFE IN PRAIRIE LAND. 

eiiters the mortal, and adapts itself to its old aboAe. 
Earth is here again, with all its forms of l>eautj 
and notes of harmony, to waken admiration, won- 
der, and love. The vision is past. Sensations and 
emotions belon^ng to the mortal, come again, all 
suhimoned from their slumbers, by this one note 
from the human world. What is it^ A moment^s 
attention tells ypu. 

Far off in that forest, behind whose leafless 
boughs the sun set, and the twilight fa^ed, Jies a 
stream— a river. Its dark waters flow slowly on- 
ward, between rich banks, wooded wfth the gigan- 
tic black wsdnut, the graceful elm; the slight and 
mobile cotton-wood. Nearer the margin the red- 
bud already begins to swell, and close beside it, 
the pure white blossoms of the dog-wood are un- 
folding. So that even now, before the trees are 
clothed with their young leaves, these beautiful 
shrubs enliven long lines of the dull, brown foreg^ 
with chaste and exquisite colors. As the winds 
career along the surface of the waters, they bend 
and danCe above them ; and when their more ma- 
jestic neighbors shall put on the vernal garb^ they 
will fling their petals to the stream, and mingle in 
the common world of leaves about them. In all 
the still, currentless nooks of this stream, myriads 
of wild fowl are now engaged in preparing for their 
young. Occasionally a scream overhead, and the 
sound of swift wings cutting the air, announce that 
another party has arrived from the simny south, to 

1* oin them. If you were near that river, you iVouM 
lear their small talk all' thei night, as they glide 
/about in the water. And sweet music it is, to one 
who loves the wild and unrestrained in nature. 
Here they have built their temporary homes and 
reared their young, from time immemorial. And 
li^^i long years ago, they were unmolested in 
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these cares and pleasures. The wild tertants of 
the woods and streams passed them by, without 
harm, and if man came there, he came silently. 
The slight canoe shot through the waters with a 
sound that scarcely struck their ear till it was gon^. 
The night yvss profoundly quiet— the day brought 
no harsh sounds, no waste of joyous life, no giants 
rushing through the still waters, casting their 
waves far up on- the shore, to return laden with 
mire and earth. Now, how changed ! Monsters 
plough thel)osom of the river, whose hoarse voices 
ring through the silent/ valley for miles; whose 
eyes are fire, whose breath is destruction. Long 
before they approach, their measured marchings 
terrify these feathered dwellers in the wilderness, 
^od long aftet they are past the sound returns, and 
the disturbed waters roll ashore with an angry 
splash, as if they would signify dieir displeasure 
at such intrusion. It is the note of this almost liv- 
ing thing that fell oh our ear just now. Though 
neady nine miles away, it may be plainly heard in 

/peculiar states of the atmosphere.. Its first few 
pufis are feint^ but as it approaches nearer, they 
swell louder into the silent air, till you almost fancy 
you can hear the wheels dashing into the foamy 
waters. Then they die away. Fainter and ftdnter 
grows the sound, and at last it is wholly lost. Si- 
lence, profound as biefore, reigns pu*ound U8,^and 

' the mighty creation, that called us back to earth, 
is gone, to break the solemn repose of the wilder- 
ness beyond. 

One of the most impressive features of this 
magnificent land, is the^ magnitude of its streanis. 
One can fotm no adequate conception of the ef- 
fect which these watercourses have on the mind : 
the smc^lest of them that is ever entered by 
Steamboats, longer than the most vaunted rivers 
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of the ^ayt; th^ largest, bilf spani^g a con- 
tinent. 

To float alonff on tbeee majestic waters, throug^h 
regions whose fertility and beauty we can scarce 
imagine to have been surpassed by Eden itself; 
to travel thpusands, of miles through fi)re8t9 whose 
deep aisles reecho to; no sound save the monoto- 
nou^ bre^h of your ovm steamer, and plains which 
stretch away frpni the waterrside to the sky 1 mil- 
lions upon millions of acres, seBding forth no soujid 
or sign of life ; silent, tenanted only by wild ^nu^i^ 
and at long intervals by the solitary vvobd-chopper, 
whose " shantee/' hidden aipong the trees, is indi- 
cated by the smoke which curls up frgm its stick 
chimney ; or possibly by th^ shouts of children 
around it^ door : to travel thus for days and ^v^ 
,weeks, your steed never tiring, your speed never 
flaggings is. to gather an idea of vastnes^, uupar- 
aUeled except upon the ocean. Firm, inhabitable 
Tastnes8« every toot of which is teeiQing with the 
energies that support life; eve^^ a^re of which 
would yield an ample subsbtence to large num- 
bers of the famishing and perishing ^hoUiSands of 
the Crowded old world. 

To set out on one of the tributaries of the mighty 
3tre^m which has given name to this inpmepse val- 
ley, to fcUow this comparatively insignificant one 
till it is lost in the larger, ejgid then to flofU: ba 
amid waters |;hat have fallen uppn the moimtain 
peaks an ipti^rminahle distance toward the setting 
sun, and made their devious way through tbA myr- 
iad windings of fc»:est, cli^T, and plain, bearing mes- 
sages &om all these to the distant ocean, ^wakens 
ft perception of extent which it is impossible to 
realize elsewhere. There is a sublimity in jour- 
neying on these great wate^ra which l^joiguage C90- 
^not de&cribe^ You fbel it Bovol th^ fi^ iQcapoqt 
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you find'' yourself afloat. It ia not m looking out 
upon them. -To the mere optical "sense they are 
often less impressive than the puny streams of the 
east. It is m the association— the idea that the 
water which ripples at your side hg« come from a 
far land, a land fiiU of unexplored wonders and 
beauties. The reflection opens an immense fielfl 
of thought and inquiry, and makes you long to be 
transported to the region where ail these exist. 
' But you must I6ve nature, to enjoy this senti- 
ment. There must be a tjhord in your mental 
existence that will vibrate to the potent wand 
which summons life, beauty, and majesty to, these 
vast solitudes^. 

Oh, I love nature. The old world, butthened 
as it id^ with the sublime and exquisite products of 
human energy, enveloped as it is with the associ- 
ations of tumultuous ages, and glorified With the 
light of mighty minds, is interesting. It tells many 
a tale to «ubdue and to enkindle" the soul ; it opens 
many a Volume to delight, to astc^iiish, to agonize. 
It offers a continual spectacle of warning, exhorta- 
tion, and instruction to him Whp will gaze diereonT^ 
Wiser heads may prefer this,1jut give me the free 
untrodden empire of nature ! Give me her piled 
di^, ter forest aisles, her chant of rushing wdnds 
and waters, her untrained songsters, her exquisite 
forms and hues of beauty, and I vrill ask no other. 
The lofly edifices which jut, directed by the reli- 

Sious feelings, has vn*ought and piled, may waken 
evotion in others, but my cathedral should be the 
overhanging cliff, my temple the eloquent shades. 
My worship is kindled by these intb far more in- 
tense life than by the displays of human power. 
Living much with nature, makes m^ wiset, oetter, 
purer, and therefore, happier ! ' . 

14 s2 



^0 LIFE IN 7«AIfIS LAW* 



CHAPTER XXH, 

Tb£ 0prin^ of '37 opened rnXk deHcious beau^ 
on. th(9 praine. }a^ 1 The growing worlds both 
animate and uK^imate, seemed to rejojw^e in the 
departu^^e oC an unusually rigorpua i«:inte^, ,Tbe 
showers fell more Ughtly than tboa<P of the pre- 
vious year, and the earthy moistens^ with, gentla 
rains and bathed ia genial sunshine, seemed more 
willing than ever to enrich man. Happy would 
it haxe been for the inhabitants of these li^rtijie re- 
ffiona had they obeyed her ifuxniponSf and turned 
nrom the alluring uncertainti^ of specuUlionr ta 
Ipon^st, prodoctive labor I But they bad, not then 
learned the bitter lesson v^d^ the lew {blowing 
y^ars tau^t them* Men, had resorted to the vyest 
^pecting'to coin, the rich soil, not by expending 
patient labor to convert its ^nergi^ in^to products 
useful to man^ nor by erecting uponit homes which 
should increase the amount of happiness there en* 
joyed } but by dividing it into smi41 frac^ons s^d 
setting an iimated estimate upon them^-^an esti- 
mate not authorized by its capapities* or the cot»- 
dition of the Cjountry ; but dependent on the extent 
to which they could deceive each other and them'* 
selves. 3o the growing population of the riph 
savannahs disregarded aS the strong inducements 
which the e^h held out tp seek legitimate wealth 
and happiness, and left the f^i^e acr^ untiUedv 
to scour the country fot "town sites," which, no 
one of their generation will evei^ se6 occupied* 
Time and energy \^ere spent in these £nutle»s 
labors, that, wefi directed, would have enriched 
the state. Men seemed to hav^ forgotten that 
wa>lth has natural sources, without drawing upon 
which, it. can never he obtained except in few ami 
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rare UMHan^ea. And^ ^rgetting ty^^.they phm^edi 
deep^ and deep^ into &e maze* of i^;>9<^u]Ation. 
Ibe cloud c^ cuatreas which bad paen oyer the 
oac^^enir world had Qot yet cKcft it» shadow on these 
^TOTod z^onft. Money was abttBd8Jii:,< and boM 
hig£. This was iho year dT the ''crisis" m the 
"Vrest ;; aod the change w}^^ succeeded it was t^^ 
lible. / \ 

Biit ihecountry was now fWtt of li&i and energy;. 
Th^ hnman^tbe anima!, and the Vegetable worlii 
fwemed ahke re^oickig iathe-saperahuiidant vigor 
of the seascm. Ha^y an^ joyoua life snaked 
eTfinry whetet t Our little .Ti^lag^ had recmned many 
valnahk^ fttfo^lies the preceduig ikmuma, and witll 
the &9t £ewer» <^ spring cuae a^eriJ etb«r8» 
who had been long esqpeoted and were- jc^F^Uy re- 
eeiifed. Among &e fortpor was one which I shall. 
introi^e0*hetfe, afi^weH for the. ititerestmg diarac* 
ter of itft members, tm because ^lere ia a tragiealt 
mc^nek to be teU^ l^-a»d-by, of the hntbai^ Mid! 
^^er« This femily consist^ of £(yiti!*^ father^ 
il^othdr^ and two aona. The^ bad'^eiB%rated firomt 
the metropo^»6f the east lai^ in the preceding atif 
tumn^ ^d spent the winter in a neat little ^ell^ 
ing on the southeafltem bcMrder ot the idHaf^«l 
They weremeinbers ef the Society (^ Friends, and 
if their form of &ith were to.be accepted as thei 
origin of th^f many and mcaltia^vutiAes^ onecoMld; 
ynsk it univefsal* H€>wheffe el»e were such pea^^ 
bannony, g^itleness, end s^e^n feund! The 
{lUher waa a middlehaged mian, with* nellttng;; 
<eiCkraordinary m his pesrp^mal a]^>€iaraiice till the 
expression of hia &ce« and the contour e^ 'Mft head» 
aireeted at^^tion. ^^betlatter H^oidd have delightr 
ed the phi^nologisty.th^ former would have wo& 
the afiectijvn of the mos^ thnid child. Benevolence,, 
kindness, saingled. witl^ justice^ a^ a prc^r de^ 
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gree of self-respect, were the leading^ characiteris- 
tics^of both. His high, open brow, and mild yet 
intelligent eye, the noble development of the upr 
per portion of the head, and the thinness at the 
base, were deligh^l assurances tliat a spirit every 
way worthy the name of man dwelt within; And 
so it proved. No peropn was mof^ respected, 
more beloved, and it is a rare combination that 
commands bo^ these tributes froni our.feHow be- 
ings. Endowed with a fin^ taste, and good pow- 
ers of mind, he had been ever a devot^ lo^er j^ 
some branches of natural science, among which 
ornithology- claimed preference. 'Much delight 
therefore vfas in store for him in the new varieties 
of birds to which western life would introduce him. 
And great was his pleasuJ*e when' a leisure day 
came, to sally forth, gun in hand, and return after 
a fev^ hours' ramble, vidth some of the feathered 
tenants of the new Countiy fpr preservatioii. Many' 
beautiful specimens of his preparation are still 
found^ among eastern collections, and in the 
homes of his friends. Such was/^e hushand. 
The wife, though differing widely from this, was^ 
nbt less respected and beloved among those who 
knew her. Plain and exceedingly neat, in per- 
sonal Appearance, sofb and quiiet m speech, gentle 
and tender in her deportment^ kind and dignified 
in her treatment of strangers, and unaffectedly 
loYing in feer family, she was an object of just 
admiration and warm reg^d. Between these 
persons there still existed that lively affection 
which poets sing as belonging only to the fresh 
and glowing days of youm. Their intercourse 
was marked by |he tenderest consideration in 
each for the wishes of the other. Their lan- 
guage -had still \the waamth of youthful feeling, 
chastened by th^ ' purifying iiiffaences t)£ parental 
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loye, and the hig&er moral sense which well-spent 
years produce. The happy children of these pa- 
rents were two sons, well advanced toward man- 
haod«^--such sons as one might expect would grow 
ttp at a fireside adorned by so inany virtues. And 
beautiful it was to see this family gathered in their 
neat and simply home ;/ each a bond tb the other, 
and . all to him. . They werfe the model which 
many .of^ the young beginners in our village set 
before themselves for imitation. JHappy will they 
lie \^o shall ever i^ach its perfect semblance. 

When die i^pring came, the ^fath^r and sons 
began to bpen their farm about two mil^ below 
the village on the prairie. It was a beautiful spot. 
The plain around w^is diversified by* high swells 
which fell off into pleasant hollows, where the 
larg^, luscious strawberry, concealed by the rank 
grass,, clustered and ripened mi^ch later than on 
the adjacent elevaiions. Groves bordered the 
prairie at no great distance from the hous^ on the 
SQuth and west; and on the nwth west lay a bold 
eminence, on the summit of which stood the cabin 
of their nearest neighbor. In due time,' the little 
cottage in which they were to find their future 
home, war completed, and entered. ^ Trees were 
set about it, outbuildings constructed, and the fkrm 
bega^ to wear a cheerful and inviting aspect. The 
health of the mother, which had been: extremely 
delicate in the 6ast, improved v^ry much. The 
cares of her family were no longer burthensome. to 
her,, and every source of enjoyment seemeds open- 
ing befco-e her, as if youth were returning, instead 
of, passing away. And here, giving and receiving 
happiness, we leave them for the present/ 

Meantime many &rm8 began to be opened in 
the vicinity of our village^ , Riding over the prai<^ 
rie you. would see the heavy team of three and four 
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fokei of oxen traveling iilowlj over ti tract, 
dragging after them a plough, which if yo« have 
ne^er seen " bredkiftg\' done, is an entii^ dtranger 
td yoiT/ The forward end of the beam runs on two 
wheels, to the axle of wHclMhe teapa is made fest. 
One of the wheals, that on the right, is larger in 
diameter than the other by about tbree inches. 
This runs in the fturow; and 48 the mtehine 
advances, a belt of tturf, &om eighteen to twenty- 
seven inches broad, i^nd two or thnse deep, is cut off, 
and turned smoothly over into the space from whjch 
its ileighbor has just been ejected. When the turf is 
wen broken, these strips lie as smoothlv in their 
inverse, as natural positionB. The uniK>rmity of 
the snrfeoe *renders it unnecessary to hold the 
plough; BO that one man can perforin 'the labor 
alone. ^ If the track be fenced previously to break- 
ing, a very respectable crop of corn, called by thci 
Winers **sod com,'* may be raised on the broken 
turf, with no other preparation than this. It ia 
nsually planted at the time of ploughing, a few 
kernels being scattered- along the edge of each 
furrow, and left to spring up between the contig^ 
nous belts' of sod. I have often seen this *< sod 
com," t^us planted and never afterward aided by 
iMiltivatibn; attain a larger growth than the most 
cultivated l^lds of the east It is principally used 
aer fodder^ 

OTune IS the month generally preferred fer this 
process of breaking. The turf, &ice feirly turned^ 
the overlflild vegetation decays during the summer, 
tbe roots below *'die out ;" and by the n^xt spring 
a pair of hcnses will ea^ly turn a furrow four 
inches below the first. After this, nothing ckn 
exceed tjha ease with which the soil is cultivated. 
So mellow, soft, and free from obstructions is "it, 
that a child could alm<:ist work it. Breaking the 
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tur^ IS, tb the prairie agricalturist, what clearing 
the ground k to diose of wooded countries : the 
difference being that one man with a good team 
and plough will break three acres bf the former in 
ai day, *while the same iforce employed in the forest 
would scarcely prepare a like area for cultivation 
in a year. ; v 

^ The fertility ahd inet^austibleness ot the prairilei 
«oil are other sources of pleasant (foiigratulatiott 
to its cultirators./ Ft'om three to six and even 
i^ine feet of the richest black losun cover millions 
of acres. No "wonder that an English gentleman, 
<6n riding^ many days over such rich grounds, and 
fieeing ^em lie along ibe navigable streams for 
thousands of miles, exclaimed in astonishment, 
'* It is wondierfui that your farmers do iiot cul- 
tivate these rich lands!" One might easily have^ 
told him that we had not a suAfeient number grown 
yet ! There ire spots in the prairie country Which 
have heen planted with whe4t aiinually for two 
hundred years, by the early French odttlers; and 
^et no signs of exhiustioii are visible, ih^ growth 
IS apparently as tank, ind the maturity as vigorous, 
^ m the fitst year of its euhure. 

These slow-moving ifeams and the broWn sut*- 
face around therb are pleasant sights to diose who 
love to witness the gi-owth of a country. Then 
there are other features indicative of tte sdma 
ddng, whi^h one t^joices to look on. Houses 
gpriug Up in various parta^ of the ^rdrie, with 
fenced ^ids about them. The road on whieh 
last spring we could ride thre6 milett north frgrit 
bur village without seeing a dwelling or inf sign 
of eiiltivition, hhs now within that space two 
houses, One of which has a noble farm look. The 
<»ther is the residence of a worthless mechanic, 
irhose home might be a princely one, if he would 
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use his time and skill in that manner, instead of 
spending it in lawless carousals, and spreading 
ruin and degradation among the families of his 
neighbors. - ' " 

. Fence-making is an important item. in prairie 
agiiculture. "Where farms are m>ened at a con- 
siderable distance from timber, me expense and 
difficulty of procuring rails ard insurmountable ; 
there is no stone to supply their place; and the 
next expedient is to use the. turf This. is su^- 
ciendy firm, and Svhen properly *f laid udj" hot 
only serves admirably for purposes of utihty, but 
bfben lends, much beauty to the face of the land- 
scape. Hedges surmountine; these walls pf green 
have been tried, and I beueve sometimes with 
tolerable success. There is no doubt, if sufficient 
pains weie taken, they would succeed to perfec- 
tion, and nothing can be imagined more beautiful 
than a densely populated prairie, divided by such 
hedges* the broad rich harvest waving between, 
and the luxuriant orchards bending their laden 
boughs over them. I have seen some sections of 
these turf fences surmounted by a lofly border of 
the late yellow flower's, s<) that at a little distance 
the earthy elevation was perfectly concealed, and 
the field looked as if it were enclosed by a floral 
hedge six or eight feet in height. 

Another and a still more delightful task to the 
person of taste is setting out trees. Early in the ' 
spring you will see an occasional waggon, laden 
with the young members of the forest, going to . 
some cheerful-looking farm, or rolling mto the 
village with it§ choice cargo, for the publijC grounds. 
In iJhe season of which I am now writmg, the 
square of bur little town was surrounded, and many 
private grounds were similarly omam^ited vnth 
tjiem. 
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No etiterprisi^, public or private, produces more 
diaste and imselfiBh joy than this. Every body 
loves trees, and every one feels a thrill of grati-. 
tude toward the man whom they see planting one. 
A tree is litilike; any ^her ornament. Though set 
on private property, it i^ a public blessing. Jt is 
not like a piece of statuary or painting, accessible 
only^to the few. Its beauty may be seen, its 
glory appreciated by all. But not for this alone is 
it prized. \, Every leaf-laden bough that dances 
before a pnurie house, invites th^ merry songsters 
of the woodlands to conpie out and cheer its jn- 
mdtes. And the. rapid growth which the locust, 
cotton- wood, aspen, and Some other species have 
in the strong soil, leaves no excuse for living 
long in a treeless and birdless home. While the 
xnore beautiful, and stately specimens are coming 
forward, these will give the bobo'link, brown 
thrasher^' robin, whip-poor-will, &c., ample en- 
couragement to visit you. Th^y will not pome 
without them. "• 



CflftAPTER XXIII. 

As the spring advanced^ we forsook our little 
toy-shop, and, after boarding for a few weeks in 
the family of a very dear friend in town, I found 
myself once again domiciliated within the beloved 
walls of Prairie Lodge. The earth, I think, holds 
no spot, the memory pf which will ever be so dear 
to me as this. Even at this long distance of time 
and space, and with the wide chasm which succeed- 
ing events^ have opened between the then and the 
nowy I remember its every feature, its every charm, 
as if they had b^en seen and enjoyed yesterday. 
The little stream, and the willows which drooped 
T 
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ovef it ; the profhsion oif rosed, wticli drew, daily, 
exclamatioiis of delight from Mary ; the rich grass 
about the house, which she had do carefully 
hatched and defended against the encroachments 
of its wild neighbors ; the tall old oak before the 
door, and the vigorous growth of the shrubs arid 
vines which had been det ih the garden the pre- 
ceding spring, ahd which every evening found us 
admiring; the rich foliage ot the biarrens aixd 
groves around, and of the tract covered with the 
Bnrubby o*Jts where the solitary gravea were made, 
seem as fresh as if objects of the present hour. 
The latter spot more particularly won much of 
our thought and admiration during the summer. 
It lay in front of the room in which most of our 
time wad spent; and, in the warm afternoons, when 
the dim left the door dhady and cool, we neied to 
gathet* neaf it ot^ even upOh the sill, aiid sit and 
look it the bright leaves ^ancing in the Hght, aiid 
talk of subh repose as might be enjoyed beneath 
them, till it seemed as if to lie dowh there would 
be no terror. In June, when it was in the height 
of its beauty, the whole tract was thronged with 
locusts. Myriads of these' bu&y insects reveled in 
the rich foliage; all day the soft air resounded 
with their ceaseless hum, and we used to listen to 
it with a kind of chatmed feeling, and wonder 
pver the taystfety which unfolded itself in visible 
forms only at such long intervals. Toward fhe 
close of July their song and revel efaded. Their 
feasts had been principally confined to wild vege- 
tation ; the fields were" scarcely touched, and flie 
abundant harvest yielded a generous inward fot 
the labor which had beeti bestowed iipon it. Day- 
after day the creaking wain came slowly in froni 
the sunny fields, and its rich burthens were trans* 
ferred to the noble barn which the farmers had 
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reared and fbiished with their own hancU. The ' 
labor pf the season was severe both ^ in -doors and 
oat But Mary had passed through (tv^ such/ 
performing toils ii^nitely multipUed during some 
of them, by sickness in her own family or the 
neighborhood. Still I wondered each day, as she > 
moved abo\it to her appointed tasks, how so slight \ 
a form could endure so much. Yet she tarely I 
complaihed of fatigue or indbpositron. But x / 
looked with boding anticipations at her' small 
chest, and" thought of our mother who had died 
long, long years before, of the disease which thid 
figure too surely signaled: And yet we were 
happy ; no w6rd was ever spoken that defined 
these thoughts. Indeed they nad^uta dim ex- 
istence in my own mind. We laid plarm for finish- 
ing atid ornamenting fcer hotise ; we formed schemes 
fo^ rbvisitiftg the scenes pf 6arly childhood, dis- 
cus^d oystems of education for the promising boy 
in whom we all delighted so miich, atid, in every 
expi*eBsion and thought, looked forward to sharing 
a long life in the beautiful country we so loved, 
ancl to many years of ha|)pine8s and comparative 
ease for her in the home she had so hardly ean^ed. 
But afi the summer drew to a close, she began to 
droop, and a cough, so slight that we scarcely 
noticed its existence,, began tp hang^ about her. 
There was no pain, apparently no disease^ and yet 
the limbs, that had never before tired, npw renised, 
at timesi, to obey the enereetic mind ! "'What can 
be the matter ?" she wbuld say. V It must be in- 
dolence ! It must be'that the. event which 1 have 
so ardently desired, the arrivalof my friends', had 
wrought a desire for relaxation from the severe 
labors which I have never abated before, giftce we 
came to the new count^ry. 
We w^re accustomed to repel this hialf-playfid 
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self-accusation, aii4 it was often said that sbe 
needed repose j that she had exhausted her ener- 
gies by incessant labor, both of body and niind ; 
and that they would return firesh as ever after a 
period of rest.. In any other case we should. have 
known this wJas a glaring fallacy; but^Ai^^e wished 
it so, and therefore . believed it. But when the 
repose came, the i^esult we had hoped for did not 
follow. At times, it is true, there was a little recruit- 
ing, barely enough to balance our fears, with the 
hope it enkindled, but the gain would be all unac- 
countably lost in a few. days ; and then our ingenipty 
was vainly taxed for a reason, and for some other 
resource in which to trust anew. Thus it went on. 
The last of August brought an event which quite \ 
diverted our attention irom all previous objects — an 
event fraught with emotions at once the most joyful 
and solemn to m© — one which ever opened the 
deepest foxmtains of feeling, in the female he^rt; 
which added to my other sources of happiness .the 
charm of maternity. Absorbed as I was in this new 
rel;ation, as we all were in the little being, whoso 
charms and wants pjaimed our attention, we forgot, 
in a measure, the previous object of our solicitude. 
She seemed to be oetter too, and when we lefi her 
late in the autumn and returned to our little village 
home, we had the most ardent bopes of seeing her 
quite well before the winter set in. When the 
caln^ mild days of the Indian siunmer came, she 
rode down, and spent a, considerable part of a 
we^ vnth us. Our boy grew nobly ; and what with 
the delight this gave us, and the hopes which oc- 
casional periods of improvement in Mary kindled, 
the short winter wore nearly away without start- 
ling us ft*om our fancied security. But the time 
came when we could no longer delude ourselves ! 
I'he invalid herself was the first to show us how 
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mucli we bad been deceived, ^e were fwquent-* 
ly togetl|er, and one day toward the last of Feb- 
ruary, 'when we all w^re seated in her room, she 
took occasion to express her wishes in regard to 
the disposition of affairs when she should no longet 
be with us. She spoke as calmly as if preparme 
for a journey to some pleasant land from whicE 
she would soon come back rebtored and happy. 
We were plunged in the dee|pest grief- I can 
never forger the eflfect which this convei^ation had 
upon my feelings. It seemed the opening of a' 
dismal gulf before me, whose hungry depths were 
going to devour the form, the affection, and the 
noble mind I had been so long denied, and had 
but now just come to enjoy. 1 had nothing to an- 
swer, not even tears. To litter words of hope, 
with that wasted form b^ore me, and those dark 
eyes fixed upon niy fece, their deep, intense, un- 
earthly light piercing my very soul; was impossible. ' 
To unite with the Resignation she exj^ressed, equally 
80, and thus I was compelled to listen in ^dence 
to her feebly uttered words, every tone of which 
struck upon my heart Hke the voice of a burial 
knell] I have seen few bitterer days than that* It 
broke down the barrier of hop^B whuih I had almost 
unconsciously reared around us, and left nothine 
whereon to lean. . I felt then that tte reality could 
scarcely be more agonizing: than the certainty 
which placed it before me. 

My sister's disease thence onward took a more 
active and complicated form. But it wrote itself 
in strangely deceptive characters on her person; 
In her qayd of early girihoo4f she had possessed 
what a few persons call beauty. Her figure was 
always slight, and the bust too thin for |nere phy- 
sical beauty. But there was a grace in all her 
movements which few could see and not admire $ 
t2 
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W finely proportioned hes^ ^"^^^^ corered wi£h a 
. profusion of ^oaay cbesaHt liajr, whicb flowed half^ 
way to her &et* Her high, broad forehead sva^-^ 
mons^g a small lower face, indiciated the pres- 
ence of a mind of no common order* There waa 
Bomelhii^ quaint yet s.weet in tlie expressiion of 
Xhe mouth— HsoQ^ething which gave assmrance; of the 
predominance of earnest and gravo thoiigfat ; and. 
yet betrayed the presence of 9 humor which, upon 
sufficient prorecatioo, wo^hl break ibrth into h> 
resistible laughter; ^and a. merry laugh it was, 
ivhen it c ame 1 a laugh to whidb no one ^could 
Uiten without r^sponc^ng. But tha finest feature 
o( her &9Q was tbe eye. It was dark» darker than 
the hair; and though not^unconimoidy forge, waa 
at tiodes dilated a«id li^tidd iip with such an enr- 
pressioB that one woidd not hesitate^ to pronoonce 
It of extraordinary size; it \r^ a bright, clear eye^ 
that one ooiild look into, a^ into a shady spring 
and seem to see aft that lay beoeath the surface. 
In ray early aikniration I bad thought it ei(ceed- 
ingly beautiful, ^d my ripened aS^ction was 
scarcely likely to con^ct my judgment if it erred^ 
Beside^ it ha4 ga^bered ^ richer expnmaa firom 
all the stirring dujl^, ^easures, and trials of h«i: 
new Hie. It was now ^e eye of a mother, a wife, 
a higli-puri>osed» thoug^itfol \iroman. On her sick^ 
bed how changed were all these things^ tho thin, 
form was now so ^wasted, that we could bfar her 
in our arms from one ^ace ^f rest to anoth^ ; tlie 
&ce seemed more than eter disproportibned ta 
the heavy forehead— 4he cooiplexion was pure*, 
and the^ cheeks had eadb a color like the de^ 
blush of the roses she loved so welL But the eye. 
was most changed of all ; it waa dilated, apparently 
to twice its usual size, and was indescribablj 
bright and dear. 
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As the genial 4&y9 of 9pniig ^xew on, aBd tb« 
l)almy air floated in at the open doors an^ \^in- 
dows, we ysed to lift heir &'om the bed aa a mother 
would a pinine infant,, and lay her, half recumbent, 
in her puiQwed, chair, where she could look abro%d( 
upon me opening world. Oh, it; was bitter theoj 
to sit* helplessly down beside her ; when her large 
spiritnal eyes were wandering over the reviving 
plains and awakening oroves — -when every shrub- 
and tree that she had so loved and cbsrished 
around he^ boape, warputting on i$fi richest charms 
to fascinate and bind the heart; when the, bi^ds, 
whose joyous notes had cheered the solitary hours 
of 90 many similar seasons, were returning to theip 
olden haunts full of life and nmaio, a^id the vines and, 
roses that her own hand had trained were unfold- 
ing their young tendrila around her casement, and 
the brook which she had so gaily challenged me 
to arrest* under the dump of willows,, was coming 
down, with its freight of vec^al waters, babblincr 
and murmuring the same so9g, to which she had 
listened, through long years fall of vigor and hope ; 
and feel that she was passmg irresistibly away 
from all this ; that a hs^nd; was upon her which 
neither skill nov affection, could remove ; that by 
and by she would depart, no more seeing nor seen ; 
this was the agony which never finds utterance. 

To feel that m this spot, made beautiful by 
her imtiring industnr and little s^rts, she had spent 
so many years of loneliness and toil, pining for 
those far-off feWj for each of whpm her faithful 
heart so yearned j anxiou^ to perfect her home, 
that if they came tl^ey might be hidippy in it ; and 
that now, when this was nearly consujnpQiated, and 
the fond ones were all gathered at her side, she 
was going from among us, and we were impotent 
alike to save or detam her, was insupportable. 
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Yet tkas was my task on the anxious days that 
ushered in that memorahle summer. 

-The solitary resting-place of her friend lay di- 
rectly before th6 door, and though the graves were 
hidden in the rich foliage of the shrubbery around, 
the spot claimed many of her thoughts. They 
sometimes found faint utterance in words. 

" It is be&,utiful," she said one day, while look- 
ing out i^on it, " it is beautiful, that dancing foli- 
age ! How many days I have watched itsl>lended 
light and shadow from this door. But the feeling 
with whiph I have done so, has wondetfully 
changed Bince the grave was made. Before that, 
I used to wonder when the bushes would be 
jremoved, and delight to anticipate a luxuriant 
orchard growing up> there. I have had feir visions 
of trees^ laden with the red and golden stores of 
autumn, such as I used to love to wander among, 
away in the land of our nativity. ' I Was always a 
lover of autumn. When I lived in the great ' 
city our friends used to visit the' country in the 
spring and summer; th^y especi^y loved the 
joyful spring-time. But I chose nature's solemn 
autumnal days. I loved then to steal away to the 
silent wood, or ramble under the drooping boughs 
of the orchard trees. And here, I anticipated 
many sunny days in advanced life, wh^n I should 
find Jbat pleasure on thia spot." But when die 
grave was made, this feeling changed. I would 
not have seen a shrub removed, nor a tree felled, 
for the world. It is so quiet now, so iar removed 
from the stir atid toil of the farm, and the large, 
glossy leaves of those low oaks sire such fit drapery 
for one's final couch ! See, when a slight breeze 
rustles them, how the light and. shade mingle qu 
their polished surfaces. Those tall trees that stand 
beside the grave, and mark the spot in the wil- 
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derness of leayes bekm; most nev^r'be cut dowm 
They a^e dear to me, and will, 1 1ru9t, be so to 
ypu all by^and-by. Do ^ot. weep for me. It is 
true, I little thoii^lit to bave been laid beneatk 
them BO soon myself; but it is the tomb I have 
always vmhed I mi^ht r^st in. When I used to 
see ther de>d borne through <irowded streets, and 
deposited in populous cemeteries, I prayed^ for a 
grare in the deep wilderness, vrith the richfohage 
abovo^ and s<^emn silence around. I hare reached 
it sooner than I then wished-— my autumn hks conie 
be^oiPe my sun^mer has reaped its full dawn ; but 
what theu-l exce^,*^ she added with moistened 
eyes, the mother rising supmor to the submissive 
christian, "except fi>r my boy, who needs his 
mother's care the^e many years yet-— except for 
himi^.much as I love ypu all, I could go willingly to 
the greater peace -that lies> beyond. . But it pains 
yoUf and I will say no more. Lwk" she said, 
after, a paUse^ 'Vthere is a bird that has built her 
nest every spring, in the tall tree over the ^rave. 
I|; is a little pe^weet. They are not so fine singers 
as s<Hne qthers, but { have always loved them, 
l>ecause they belong to our earliest associatioi^. 
When I used to lead you to sdiool, up the bilk 
road by the FriQnd^' Meeting-house, those birds 
would greet up fromuhe fences and treed, every 
dewy morning; and I remember so well the 
delight you used to express, v«rhen I could succeed 
in makings you see that it was, ijudeed, no other 
tha^ a little brown bkd that had spoken the name 
of our elder sister so plainly, that th^ have ever 
since been associated, wkh my pleasantest xiemin* 
iscences of^ our childiiood. What a blessed priv- 
ilege to pass one's childish days in close commu- 
nion vidth nature.^ The heart is^o susceptible then 
to impressions of. beauty — so free from everything 
15^ . 



UVE IK PRAimiK.LllVt). 

wbidi afterwairds engroeses. aind locesBtesits B^iim*- 
bilities;! One gathers then many m gem to bear 
through < Hfe, man j a bright glance from the be- 
nignant £ace ^f nature, to beam on the^ storm j 
hmirs of after years. I would ne^ barter the 
reodUections of mj early childhood, for the tini- 
ted display of the cities of earth. I wonld nbt 

lose the delicious memories then gathered, of 
the deep wood, the running stream, the. mossy 
todk,the Talley, mountain si&, and yerdant plain, 
for all the w^th which art can boast. I value 
the exquisite productions of the seulpt<»r and 
painter, but I Teve the works of God. Oiie af- 
fords the higb^t pleasure to the mere human 
Acuities, bcU the other exalts our affections to the 

, angeHc ! - When I hear mothers, who have come 
from cities to this glorious country, regretting the 
change on account of then: children, I long to lead 
them forth, and slu^ir diem the magnifioence in 
which they may revel' here. Feeble minds ! that 
can compare the puny works of man to those of 
his Maker. I could better educate a child here, 
with the great T^ime of nature to expound to 
.him, than in the pent city, irith all its dusty libra- 
ries and elaborate preparations. I could draw his 
soul upward — ^I eould purify his asprations — I 
could instil the We c^ enjoying Und creating 
beauty-^I could teach him diose great truths 
which ought to be the, foundation of all edu^^tion, 
better here, alone with nature, with a few choice 

. books, and enough of society to qall out the natu- 
ral afiecticms, than the most leiimed professor 
could, ^ut in his cloister. , I count knowledge 
of things as they exisi; I count a high reve- 
rence for the ri^t-^ stroug reliance on ttath^ — 
just perceptions of^ dut^ — :a keen sense of the 
beautiful and.the harmompio, which Qod has ere- 



UFC IN rSAIftlE t4NO« 9^ 

atod around us, ^nd a profound ftdoraticn of Him, 
superior to the gross ideas, related in tlie lan- 
guages of nations long exitinct— to tli^ir corrupt 
mycology — their fee& at|:empta in science—- 
their sangumary wiacs. I would rather mj/son 
spent years, roannng among the sHblime solitudes 
of the mountains and plains, studying the secret 
labors of nature, md her grand and beautiful pro- 
ductions, liie i^ble bis o^y book, than the same 
length of time in becoming acquainted, with the 
Greek or Latin tongue. I wish his aiTectioQs 
drawn out thus, when I am gone* It will soothe 
the hardest pang of my early death, to know that 
he will love what I have loved and derived sucU 
faappmess from. But you say X must not talk. 
Indeed, I feel that P cannot; let me He down; 
the shadows of those tall trees are lengthening on 
the miniature forest below. If 1 could walk out 
with you an hour hence, we should look upon a 
sunset, gorgeous enough for the skies of Italy. 
But go y'OU alone, and when you see the golden, 
purple, and' crimson tints, changing and blending, 
lisiding and deepening, and feel that you can scarce 
restrain the emotions which the scene kindles in' 
your bosom, think how'<^en I have looked upon 
such, and wi^ed that you were here to enjoy it 
with me. Draw the curtain, and let me look otit 
upon the grass and my little elm. How gracefully 
it bends ! I once thought (o have seen it a majestic , 
tree ; but that will be for other eyes than mine^*' 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

SiTCH, and to heartwringing, were these last 
communions. I had never seenher so beautiful 
MB she wae m those days. Her<^mind, too, seemed 
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to act with more than its usual etrength of reason. 
It was throng^ with images of beauty which took 
the most appropriate and eloquent forms of ex- 
pt-ession. There was a kind of paiiiful pleasure in 
listening to these feebly enunciated thoughts and 
sentiments, which I could not deny myselL 

I remember one bright day, when she felt unu- 
sually well, she was sitting up id the bed support- 
ed by pillows, jand looking upon the growing 
world outside. She had just heard her little boy 
recite the Lord^s Prayer, and dkmissed him to 
play, when she turned suddenly to me, and said 
" To-day is the eighth aniriversary of my wed- 
ding." - ^ 

" Is it possible 1" I said, struck by the paini^ 
thought that it must be the last she would ever 
seiB ; but as we were accustomed to suppress our 
feelings in her presence, I remained silent. - 

*'* Yes, it is eight years to-day, and just about 
this hour, too," glancing at the clocks "since I 
stood by my husband's side with a heart OTerflow- 
ing with strength and hope. We were both 
young; I was but seventeen, and he .some four 
yeara older. We had health, energy, intelligence 
enough to enjoy tfie highest pleasures within our 
reach, and, above all, that^ affection for each other, 
vnthout which all these blessings would have been 
of little avail to secure happiness. Eight years ! I 
spoke of it this morning, but it was so painful to 
John to recall the pleasant recollections ci that 
day, that I forbore. I feel strong now, and you 
must let me talk. Do yoti know we have never 
been acquainted since we were little girls 1" 

I looked up in surprise. 

** I mean," she added, " that we have never enjoy- 
ed that full revelation of thought and feeling, which 
ftlone can constitute acquaintance between sist^rs^ 
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The^ has never been an opportunity for this till 
since yon came here^ and you have thus far l;>een 
too much engrossed with other affections to admit 
of it. Do ^ot think I speak) reproachfully ; I have 
(rejoiced in your happiness, bitt the young wife and 
mother could hardly find time and affection to bestow, 
in those deep, hesrt^searching communings, which 
should make «ach thoroughly known to the other. 
There have been long years of ev6nt, and ages of 
emotion in the life of each, since we lived togeth- 
er unengrossed by our love for others. Now you 
must listen; and let me tell you something, such as 
my weak memory and weaker powers will permit, 
of those many years of separation. 
. "You. remember the little home in the little 
village surrounded by mountains, where we first 
found ourselves: You remember one chilly, dark 
afternoon, when we returned from the staiall school- 
house in the woods, we were met at the gate by an 
older schoolmate, a relative of the family, who told 
us to come softly in, for our mother was.) dying! 
You remember the awe which these words in- 

rsd, and the solemnity with which we were led 
ugh the tearfiil crowd collected in the room, to 
her bedside ; and how we gazed with bursting 
hearts- into her dim eyes, to which the full day 
already seemed faint twilight ; how we took timidly 
hold of her hands, that were wandering in air to 
grasp the child^'en she could no longer see. You 
remember how next morning, when you asked to go 
in and see her, she lay upon a hard- board, straight 
and cold, and how we turned away firom the pale 
fiM^e and leaden eyes, and relusedv to believe that 
it was our dear mother ; how we stayed home from 
school,^ and wandered all that day about the silent 
house, scarcely speaking above a whisper^ "^and 
occasionally peeped feamilly into the dark rooir. ; 
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how the next da^, mourning garments came; and 
a coffin that struck ns with sudi dread we, could 
not b^ brought to look on it» till a grefit crowd of 
people gathered about, and our fidiier led us up» 
and asked us to look ohoe again at our mother, be- 
fbz« she was put in the cold eartii. I recollect 
you were not tall enough, and he raised you in his 
arms by my ade/and Titde Henry, still younger, 
looked down^om his uncle's arms and Ikped 
eoaxingly to her to get up and take off her cap* 
A few minutes after; the coffin was closed and 
borne awayl We followed it, and-^hen.it was 
covered in the gr9»re/ returned home, ^eiurcely 
knowin? what hjoid happened, bur haTing a dim 
impression that some great sbmrw had come upon 
us. 

"From that day we had no longer a home in 
common; when we met, itMrts as risitovs. Thk 
was a great affliction to me, for our con^oal com* 
panionship hadiipened in my oldet mind to warm 
attachment, smd I was giieved to be denied 4ts 
object. . You were mcH:e easify satisfied with little 
Henry's company; though I remenlber no one's 
arriirsd ev^ gave you so much pleasure em mine* 
All your most charming resoats were shown me, 
all the choice mementos that had, been laid care* 
fully away^ince my hist visit were brougto forth, 
and many little diings exchanged by way c^ 
remembrancers. -Tbose were deUghtfld visits ^lat 
I paid you at grandfather's. The dark ptne^cree 
that stood before the door us^d to play mu4c dmt 
held us spell-bound many an hour, while we sat 
beneath it. I remember at these times, and vrhen 
we lay in bed, v^hile the rain was pattering on the 
roof close to us, you always began tp tilk of ?* ma," 
and expected her return. You used to aik me if 
I thought she would come back in the cap and 
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iiighl>g<(ywti she iiad oti when she went away ; an^ 
where she would stand when we first saw her. At 
last these visits ceased.^^ We were wholly sepa- 
rated. You went many hundred milesirom us all, 
with strangers,' and the remaining^ four gathered 
once again under our ^.ther's roof. But no longer 
in the little village; we were*- now in a great city^ 
and I was old enough to begin to learn that life 
had more painful realities than had come to us, 
when we were together. Seven years ! what may 
not seven years^-from nine to sixteen, from seven 
to fburteen-^dp for dbildren such as we weret 
What did they, till we met ugain, bring us 1 what 
Borrow, keener than all that had gone before, in 
the loss of our last parent ! to you, what oppression 
and bondage among heartless strangers! Those 
were dark volume^ to be opened by gay-hearted 
girls, that we learned to read during those seven 
years : gloomy commentaries on the world in which 
we were left to make our way to happiness or ruin. 
Mine taught me to shrink continually from the 
world, to regard it as an enemy ever on the watch 
to destroy my peace, ever waiting with lies and 
deceit, to lead me a^ivay ftom my true path. The 
greatest blessing was, that I had a pretty clear 
perception of what this was. Many a poor girl 
who started under fairer auspices than myself, has 
ma^e a total wreck. Since I have cdme to years 
of maturity, I have learned that our mother was 
gifted with a. superior mind and great depth of 
purpose and feeling; and if We have struggled 
successftilly against tidea that have borne others to 
ruin, we owe praise and gratitude to Him who 
gave u# such a parent. But- I^ad some terrible 
mals in the great heartless city during those years ! 
I remember one fierce conflict of four days, that 
near destroying my reason. I have never 
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been able to look bai^L upon it without a sbodder. 
On the one band, misfortiuie and suffering among 
tbo^ wbo were dearer to me than my oym life ; 
on the otber, ceaseless labor by day and.nigbt for 
a pittance wbicb I tremble to tlunk is^ now lessened 
by nearly half to tbou^ands„of unfortunate females, 
similarly situated. How could I escape the temp- 
ters, who never tired in spreading tbeir diabolical 
nets for my weary feet 1 I will tell you the nature 
of this fierce, trial some other day, when I |im . 
stronger. Let me hasten cm now. JWb^^ ^ ^^^ 
little more than fifteen, I received an ofier of mar- 
riage from a young man who had shown himself 
an honest and firm friend from the first day of our 
acquaintance. He was several years my senior, 
the son of wealthy parents, and bore an unexcep- 
tionable character. Al| these things made him 
what the world calls a * very desirable match.' Our 
friends thought it almost heaven-senU Everybody 
was so pleased witb my fortune thioLt I too thought 
it must be good, and with much encouragement 
from others, and sanguine hop^ of the increased 
happiness I should be afcle to afford those. I loved, 
I finally entered into an engagement with him. 
But it did not require mucb refiection on my part, 
after this relation was established b^ween U9, to 
discover that the affection which should be the first 
and holiest 'motive to marriage, was wanting in 
me. All the other requi9ites of happiness — weal&, 
integrity, an agreeable person, and certainly as 
high an order of intelligence as most girls of fif- 
teen look for, were present. But I soon, saw that 
these would not do. Poor as I was, and welcome 
as would be the means of ease, and the opportu- 
nity of intellectual pursuits which I most craved, I 
could not perjure myself to obtain them. Better 
my two hands and a subsistence daily earned with 
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th6in^ I tHought, than weahh, aitii a spirit (^pressed 
with BO great falsehood ! So I told Mr. U. that I 
was convinced I should consult the happiness oi 
both, by hogging him' to release me from t^e en- 
gagement. After many conversations and nnich 
reasoning, which continually strengthened my pre- 
vious conviction'of the right, I prevailed, and turned 
firom the hieh anticipations c^ those few weeks again 
to mjr needle, f Bijt I must not linger over those 
days^ in less than.eighteen months I entered into 
the en^gement which was fulfilled eight years ago 
to-day. It will soon be severed now. This was 
one c^ the heart. There ym& no wealth, no posi- 
tion^ si^perior to my own, but only those personal 
qusedities which assured me that, without these, our 
Jiappiness would be enhanced by a union. I loved 
my husband, and that was a stronger motive tban 
all l^at had operated in the otber case combined. 
'^ During those eighteen months I had found an- 
other source of tranquillity, in higher and more 
clearly defined perceptions of religious duty than 
I had «ver before experienced. 1 had found that 
theire was positive and exalted happiness in ap- 
proaching my Maker as a tender faUier and fi-iend^ 
And thanks be to Him, veho deserves our most 
elevated affections, this never failed me in my 
hciVLTB of severest triial.. It was a safeguard and 
shield. Armed with thid nevdy av\rakened senti- 
ment, I felt secure and quiet amid all temptations. 
Most young persons think their enjoyment of Hfb 
will be diminii^ed by tin aBegiance to the laws of 
Christianity, but I think they are in error. Mine 
was infinitely increased! I wished every one te 
feel as I did. It was in. this state of mind, and 
just afiier I had formed the engagement Mrith my 
hu^and, that I met you after the lapse of those 
Hiven eventful years. Such a period, spent as that 
u2 ' 
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bad been by you, not only in a nat^nral but mcaral 
wilderness, away from society, away fronoi sdiools, 
away from everytbing but tbe tyranny of a selfiflb, 
imssionate woman, and that woman-r^ob most won- 
derful phenomenon !*-f-that woman an Athebt-*-a 
defier of her God — ^had wrought «itartHng cbangea^ 
in you. The timid, inquiring child from whom I 
had parted with such agonixkig tears, ^oerme ^* 
mo^t a woman in statmre, and with miune than a 
woman's boldness of thought and speech ;-^hey 
were an atheist's! Judge now— i^bnt no, you canr 
not ; you never can until you are similarly situa^ 
ted, di the anguish I experienced* on the nrst eve- 
ning of our rednion, when, as we all knelt down, 
my heart overfiowing^with a gratitude whidi God 
alone could measure fca: your restoration to us, you 
walked away to the door, saying you wanted no 
part in such delusive mummery ! I never tememr 
her to iiave felt a keener pang ; and when, after 
much persuasion, t induced you,^ through your a^ 
fection for me, to rejoin the circle and wait while 
thanks were offered and petitions put up fer your- 
4ielf, you turned impati^itly away and requested 
that you might be made the subject of no^more 
prayers until you saw t^e necessity of them. You 
remember, that our conversations ahnoist always 
took the form of controversies ; that I foimdyou 
conversant with the works of Paine^ Volney, Vol- 
taire, and nearly the whcde school of infidel wri- 
ters, niodem as well as isarly ; that every <ponsuit- 
eration which I proposed was instantly gainsayed 
by an appeal to them, or by some fearless sugges- 
tion of your own mind. You had not only made 
these men your standard, but even exceeded their 
impiety^ and by your impious reasoning, m&de up 
of the boldest conceptions and the most unshrink- 
ing conclusions, led yourself to renounce all bdieC 
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I, was ftt last c<!»iipelled to give up ift despcdir, trudt- 
ingto time atid jb^ttei; influences to Brftdicate these 
frightful errors. 

< "A few weeks parted us again. I have some- 
times, wh^a looking oyer our past lives, eompared 
ourselves to two h^mless^ rudderless ships, float- 
ing on die storm* wrought ocean .^ For a moment 
they approadi each other, and jse^m as if they 
would journey on together, \mt the iieit, they are 
parted and <hriven about on the waste for years ; 
perhaps never to meet again till they decay and 
sink into a common sepulchre. It has been almost 
BO with us. We parted ; you to seek the educa- 
tion and mental culture which should have been 
V the work of earlier years ; I to make such prepa- 
ration as I might, for the great event before me. 
The next spring 1 was marriedv^ You know my 
husband had meantime visited > this country, and 
returned a' few weeks previous to our ^nion, with 
sucb glowing descriptions of its beauty and advan- 
tages, that his father gathered the little means he 
had, and proposed that we should all start wfest 
togeth^ sd^r our marriage. We did so, and it 
will be eight years in a few weeks (I may live to 
see the day), since we b^tde adieu to-x>ur friends 
and commenced our joUmey. This state at that 
time was thought, among the stable population of 
our mo^mtain region^ to ber almtost beyond the 
knowledge of^civilized man. Our friends bade us 
farew^l as if we' were about to plunge into the 
deserts of the old world, instead <h the richest and 
most beautii&il region of the new. > 

v" I rejoiced in that journey. It was the season 
of life fi^lest c^ hope and trust, and all nature 
seemed like me, to be exulting in the future that 
was opeifiing before it. We journeyed several 
weeks through the blooming orchards and fields 
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of the culdvated country, and at last pluilged into 
the heavy forests of Ohio and Indiana. Here we 
sometimes slept in our waggon or on the ground, 
and took our meals in the woods. At last we 
emerged upon the gre^ prairie which ^Ltends from 
the Waba^, west and north, nearly three hundred 
miles. Here the magnificence oi the country to 
which we were bpund began, to appear. I re^ 
member, as we journeyed &.y after 4a^ across its- 
heaving, verdant bosom, that I seemed to b^ living 
in a new world. AH the noise^all the selfish ^ur- 
ry and turmoil in which niy past years had been 
spent, faded away. They seemed as remote as if 
tne barrier of eternity, had been placed between 
me and them. A neiy creation was around me. 
The great, silent plain, with its stiU streams, its 
tender verdure, its lovely flowers, its timid birds 
and quadrupeds, shrinking away from coir sight ; 
its soft winds, its majestic storms^^wacT a Subliia& 
spectacle ! Occasionally a herd of deer bounded 
across our path, or a solitisiry pair of grouse, startled 
from their parental cares, roj^ and cleft the air 
like the arrows of their old pursuers; but save 
these we were alone, in silence booken only by 
oui* own voices. I. thought how many ag^s that 
plain had been spread out beneath those soft skies 
and thfit gejoiaVsun; how its flowers had bloomed 
and fad^ its grasses grown and decayed; how 
storms had swept over all it^ wide e3q>anse, and 
the thunder echoed ft'om its bosom ; how the 
solemn winds of autumn had sighed over it, and 
the raging fires marched m unreai^ned fury from 
one border to the other ; how long all this power 
and magnificence had displayeditself unseen^f any 
eye,^ave His who made it 1 How long ^11 these 
mighty and beautiful, phenomena had followed 
each jotjier, and awoke no human emotion, appealed 
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to no enlighteHed ^oid. Nature disporting wi^ 
herself^ frolicking in merriment, fading in sadness 
or raging in anger; the sole witness of her own 
acts! ^ 

** Then as We crossed the narrow, dpep-worn 
trail of the dark people who had traversed it so 
long before us, I thought how niuch emotion had 
d>velt here ; how much love, hospitality, friend- 
ship, and fierce hatred had grown, matured, and 
been extinguished here. How many fearfhl war- 
shouts had resounded ; how many* death fires* had 
been kindled v^ the distant groves : how many 
wailings for the lost had mingled with the solemn 
windd. 

"In imaginatioti, I cotild still see files of dark 
warriors stealing silently along, unmindful of the 
flowers and the bright skies, the gay biirds and the 
happy creature^ who reveled in the i*ich world of 
vegetation around them; intent only upon the 
fierce butchety to which they were marching. 
And my blood used to chill under these feai^ul 
visions. But riy husband enjoyed them. He had 
more sympathy with the stern and implacable in 
the Indian "character than I, and he delighted to 
think of the free wftrriors toaming, Tearless <if their 
fbes, fearless of storm- or tempest, in sea^h of their 
enemies. Later years have quenched much of this 
feeling in him, but he BtiU loves those legends of 
the^ olden time. 

" As we advanced into the itiidst of this im- 
mense prairie, our horses were tortured by a large 
fly that gathered in great numbers upon them, 
and drove them almost to madness. At length 
we were obliged to stop during the day, and travel 
all night. The^e were houses at long intervals, 
Isitudted sometimes in the points of groves that 
projected into the plain, and sometimes several 
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miles from.tli^ woodland. Tlie^o, were umiJly 
our stopping^lac^es, where we xemained during tbe 
day and then traveled on. My heart ached for 
the men. They could sleep litde during the day, 
and two or three (there were five of them, you 
kn(»v) were obliged to be continually on foot at 
ni^t to guide Sie horses. Their fatigue was 
almost insupportable. My husband has fold me, 
that be was conscious of haying often walked 
several rods at a time when he was i^eep; that 
his eyes closed in spite of all lus efforts to keep 
awake, and at length a stumble or a word from 
some of the party wo^^d startle him, and he would 
find himselt walking along beside the team as 
usuial. They were ^thlul creatures, those horses. 
You have caused and enjoyed^ many^ a hearty 
laugh at their ex]pense ; but if they had borne you 
patiently ov)er nearly two thousand miles, of roads 
without bridges ; traveled night and day \|rith you» 
you ivould feel something of that sentiment whick 
has often restrained tae, when Tyler- s pcfCuHari- 
ties have set your powers of ridicule in operatioo. 
** 3ut we left the prairie at last; I was not sorry ; 
neither could I rejoice, except fbr those who suf- 
fered more than I. But the long journey, ih% 
excitement attendant upon the strange features of 
the country, and the brokei^ r^t, were too much 
for me. When we reached the crossings of the 
Mackinaw, about thirteen miles, from he^e, you 
know where it is, I was in a raging fever. We 
traveled on, however, £ot there was dien nq house 
where we could stop. Our people heard in some 
vmy that this * claim' wns for sale. They wished 
to buy a|i in^roved one-^-that is, one with a cabin 
in which we could live till a house^¥as built^ and 
with grain enough on the ground for the season's 
use. I have poiuted out to you the ^ery 8maU» 
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low cal»6 which we found here,. There were 
also several acres of grain growing. We aU 
liked the, situation, and so a bargain was soon 
made .wi^i the owner,, or the 'squa|ter.Vas he 
termed hiinself,^or his^ pls^e. But there wa^^ one 
circumstance which was yery^ aw;kward for, us. 
He cotifai not leave th^ larg^ calnn till autumn, 
and we were therefore obliged, all to live in that 
little pen until our people could build another. I 
scarcely know how things went on those few 
weeks. ^ I was sick and wretched in person ; but 
«t last the other cabin was finished, and we felt 
ourselves very eomfortabj^ in it. When the family 
of the ^ squatter* lefl; us, John and I moved into ' 
the old one, and lived there until the framed house ^ 
w^ built That was our first introduction to cabin 
life. The summer was considerably advanced 
when we arrived^ iand our people were soon . en- 
gaged in. the harvest. The gram was £(tacked in 
the cow-yard, for there were- then no bams or 
outbuildingB of ^y description. When the hsff* 
Test was over, they began their preparations for 
carrying on ferming more systematically the next 
year, y They made fences, ploughed and sowed> 
and built a small Ipg stable for their lu^^es. 

''I remember the whole land seesned tome a 
paradise that summer and autumn. The profii- 
iiion of late flowers and wild fruits, the abundance 
of game, the richness of vegetation, the mildness 
of the dimate, the sublime storms, and the soft 
musical winds, delighted me. Our men woi4ted 
much in the woods, and I used at i^oon^^o take a. 
small basket of dinner to them. The sound of 
their distant axes, and, as I drew neaxer, of their 
cheerful' voices, contrasted, deU^^tfiiHy w;ith the 
^Oence t>f the sleeping grove, 

'< We all had good healdi so far, and appetiteg 
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tl^t led to many jokes between ourselTes about 
famine, et cet. You hare now learned by experi- 
ence how this climate acts on tbd^ appetite, ^and 
you may judge of the amount of food whicb nine 

Sirsons, ip this stage of iicclimation, would cotisume. 
ut we bad plenty of grain sta^iked, and meats 
more delicious than the daintiest markets of the 
east afford, were abundant everywhere, so we only 
exulted in our fine heakb, and pursued oar labors 
joyfully. 

** The prairie below us where there are fiow so 
many pleasant farmB, was then unsettled. There 
was no house on the south between us and ^le 
Mackinaw, and at the crossings of idiat stream was 
the only ^mily whom I visited for the first two 
years. :^ You ask if those were not lonely years. 
I answer that there vrere many, many hours wh^i 
John and I talked of the friends we had lef)^ 
when the cheerful * social circles Where we bad 
sometimes met,, were ncmaed with moistened eyes, 
and yet there was no day of them all when we 
would have returned ana forsaken the land of 
our adoption. Much as we vnshed fi>r the society 
of oiir absetit friends, we could not have consented 
to exchange for it, the joys we had won in tbe new 
country. We loved everything in>he new land too 
much for that. But I was telling you that the 
prairie Was all unsettled when we came. I be- 
lieve it remained so two yeats. The autumn 
fires raged then much more nercely tban now that 
they are trodden or partially fed. You cannot 
estimate, from what you now see, the sublimity 
i^d fury of those early conflagrations. One after- 
noon late in October, the prairie below us took fire^ 
by accident, or was set on fire by some one on the 
other side. There was little wmd, and the flame 
came lazily over the grassy surface } it seemed as if a 
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Ve&tli yrodld esitingiii^ it It was a fine e^ctade, 
hQyrevoj^ to ub new^omero, and we watebed it occa^ 
siohally, almost wisMng that it might show a little 
oiore energy. No xme thought of danger. To- 
:ivaird sunaet the wind rose aligfatly and the fire iii*- 
^reaaed ; as diurk&esa came/ the breeze freshened 
tilX, it becamoL almost a tempest, and the plain 
around was a sea of roaring flames as fiu: as 
the eye could reacL It daunted us a little, but 
was t0!O subimie a qpectade to turn away from» 
till one of the.&mily etu^gested that it came with 
such fory the itocks might be in danger. The 
thought was instantly acted upon, and every me* 
eautioQ taken to secure them, but; vainly! The 
fire cams on with such irresistible energy, that, like 
tiie wind itself, it overleaped all barriers. In ~ 
less than an hour, our^ grain Was burned to ashes f 
The houses, foming utensils, et cet., were barely 
Aaved, and we were left in tins thinly inhabited re- 
gion with but a mouthftd of bread stuff i It was a 
severe blow tons with otn: small finances, and the 
difiiculty of procuring grain, independendy of that. 
'* But I enjoyed that fire. The finest spectacle 
was :iVhen the danger had passed. While the 
stacks were burning more slowly^ the flames swept 
furiously onward through those shrub oaks. That 
was a msgnificem; sight. They moulded quite^ to 
the tops dT the tallest trees, and went roaring and' 
cracking thlough the silent bairens with a noise 
that contrasted strangely with the usual stiUnesr 
of tlie hour. The bldcl^ess and desolation of the 
fi>Uowing morning, an4 the reflection tibat we hdd 
lost all our grain, were painful consequents t)f such 
an enteTtainqient. There was, however, no danger 
of real suffering. Tte greatest abuiidance of fine 
game abounded in our vicinity, and it could not be 
impofitsible, so we thought tod said, td find some-; 
16 X 
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thiBg whereof to make bread. Oar houses nuA 
oth^r property were spared, and we were thaiik- 

"By the next snmmer the mmataral appetite 
which had beset us all, disappeared, and the suc- 
ceeding stage of acclimation cai^e on. Part of our 
number were prostrated with bilious fever, which 
in almost every casp was followed by ague, atid 
the others were visited with that cutaneous disease 
which you know sometimes takes the place of 
prostrating fevers. It is the safer process, but 
scarcely the more Bgreea^le. Some of our people 
sufiered extremely with it. Their arms and hands 
were perfectly denuded of skin, and in such a 
State, mot, for two cm: three wedis, those who were 
not so afflicted had' to. feed them as if they wo:^ 
in&nts. My husband and I both underwent the 
severe ordeal oi a long fever, succeeded by arae, 
but we came through; appiarently with unimpaired 
constitutions. All recovered in time, and there 
has been little sickness among us since, except the 
poor invaH4 sister, who seems to have been Ixim 
to suffer. 

'* Still we have had many seasons o£ trial. Theie 
has been more or less sickness in the country 
every summer, and we cannot sit down in our own 
homes in peace when our neighbors are afflicted. I 
have sometimes rode one, two,^)r three miles every 
day, or every altematie day, to visk a sidt neighbor; 
and here our visits are not calb. We go to per- 
form the duties of nurse for a day or night, and 
having no servants at hdme, are obliged to rcitum 
as soon as possible, and, notwithstanding our 
weariness, proceed at once to the cares of the 
family. We had beside, as I have already in- 
formed you, many strangers in our homes, some 
of wh6m wer^ laag and dangerously ill while 



LITE in PSAimS LAKIK S49 

there ; and these drcmn^tances increased our bur- 
thens : nevertheless we Were happy. In the &11 
of the third year our^ Httle boy came to cheer us 
with his beautiful presence* Oh that was a happy 
day when I first heard myself spoken of as a 
mother, and happier still were those that followed, 
as our darling grew unde^ our care« He is a 
brown boy now, since he has gone abroad so 
mucb> but he was a beautifiil babe.* He had dark 
eyes and hair, and a clear skin, with che^ that 
deepened like th^ heart of the rose wbeneyer he 
slept. We moTed into this house the next spring. 
I bad a great deal of labor to perform, and the 
dear child used to sit and creep on the floor from 
morning till noon. Many a time, when I have 
been too much engaged to attend to him, my ear 
has been stmick by the cessation of his prattle, 
and I bave turned to find his ch^^ pillowed upon 
the mJied board, and his wearied faculties lost in 
profound sleep. I have. laid him on the bed, 8ome» 
times with smiles, sometimes with tears. I waa 
seldom lonely now, even when his ^her was 
away all the long days in the field or wood. He 
was a world to me. Our society increased, too, 
about the country. Many intelligent and exceUent 
ftmilies came into our neigbboxbood, aQd the little 
towns that had grown around us, improyed our 
social life very much. Still we were not so de- 
pendent on society as you plight suppbse. The 
charms of the country, which never tu-ed with us, 
llie delights^ of building a ne^w home and beautify- 
ing it ourselves^ of having everything: etow from 
nature, under oi^own liands, and the pleasure we 
began to anticipate in your arrival, were aipple 
sources of happiness. Every tree and shrub 
which we planted in our grOundi^ was a compan- 
ion, whose growth it was delightful to watch* 
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great valley. Strangers from the Btates, southi 
east, north, and west of us, spoke of the suffering 
and death they had left at home, and witnessed 
along the way ; and an uilusual solemnity rested 
over the whole country. The heavens seemed no 
longer propitious. The 6un poured down his 
Bcorchin? rays upon our great prairies; but no 
rain fell! Vegetation began to parch ; the heavy 
dews grew lighter and the heat more intense. My 
sister's sufferings were greatly enhanced by the hot 
and unrefredhed state of the atmosphere. She 
pin^ for showers, for the freshness, bea^t^ and 
odora which they used to awaken in the world 
around her. She grew weaker daily, and express- 
ed a dear conviction that she should not live to 
see the mo&th of August. At her request, a large 
Bible was procured for her son, and a letter which 
she had addi^sed to him while she was yet able 
to hold a pen, fastened among its leaves. There 
was something deeply touching in the Tiope which 
led. to this act. She trusted that this voice speak- 
ing' from a mother's grave, to a spn whom she had 
so dearly loved, might link his affections to her in 
after yesurs ; might be as a spokdn admonition to 
him when temptations crowded his future path. 
The beautiful Imes beginning with 

•* Remember, love, who gave thee this, 
^ When oih^ years shall come,** 

were inscribed by his father on a blank leaf. 

She loved the scriptures, and frequently asked 
to hear the sixteenth chapter of John read. Its 
exalted and earnest promise cheered and strength- 
ened her. The i^onth of July drew toward a close, 
and we could not but see that her days were num- 
bered. The^form that had once been so elastic, 
was wasted to a shadow; the limbs that had never, 
tired were^eble as an infant's ; -the wan face with 
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ks large, sunken eyes, and passionless exj^ession^ 
alt told tliata period would soon come to her suf- 
ferings and our fears. She was restless ;. she pined 
to be abroad, where she could see the face of na- 
ture and the familiar objects she had so cherished. 
Her husband >would bear her in his arms to the 
•hade of the old oak before the door, where she 
would sit while the soft air played over hei^ pale 
brow, ^md look upon her &vorite scrubs and flow- 
ers .wkh a kind of moumf^l affection. 8.8 if she 
would fain linger yet a little while among th^m. 
1* here was one young rose-tree which she had set 
with her own hands the year before in the comer 
of the yard. It was luxuriant and full of vigor; 
she begged it might bear her name and never be 
removed. **^ You cannot think,'' ^e said one day, 
''how much I have loved these flowers. When 
the beautifiit wild^ness \Kf about our home, they 
were like friends of the olden tiipe to us ; familisir 
voices from a &r land. Everything was new to 
us faer^. The trees were not such as we had play- 
ed beneath in childhood ; the flowers were stran- 
gers ; the very grasses seemed to belong to anothet 
elime. It ia true there were glory and beauty in 
them dl, but the heart cannot rejoice in what is 
altogedier strange. I have often thought if I were 
placed in a world where nothing but exquisite love- 
V Hness andibmis of beauty grew around me, I should 
•till crave some familiar object, however plain; 
something which I had knpwn in the old home; 
something which would be a visible Unk to the by- 
gone. These flowers were such ; many a long day^ 
when I have been all alone, I have stolen out* in 
some leisure moment, and stood by them and dream- 
ed pleasant dreams of the yean long gone. Here 
was the sc^me rose whidi I had thoudit tt such a 
privilege to pluck and ^arry to school or to meet- 



i^g. Jt bad the eome odor, the B^me elnetBnmg 
petals, the aame deep tint nestled in its dewy re- 
oesse8> and why should I not k>ye H! It was a 

fleasant remembrancer of the paat; the only one 
had in ill the. world of nature. -. I nursed them 
as children^ watched their .growth and exulted in 
their beauty, and the love <n them will go with me 
to my last resting-place. 

'< It is a strange thing/' she added afer a pause, 
** this imdying desire, of the beart for something 
which it has before knowni and loved. I have 
thought much of late^ whetlier it does not prefig- 
ure a reunion with the objects of. our earthly af* 
fections in the ^irit land ! Those whp hare loved 
strongly here -must be chained in theit whole na« 
ture, if they enjoy the happinesa which we picture, 
and yet find there none who have shared their 
human affection. I sometimes feel Convinced that 
we shall know and love each other there ; but 
then — if we found not all ! — if some whonl we 
have loved and pitied ; some for whc^n we have 
struggled and pt^yed^ for whom we could have 
laid down our lives, were not among the rejoicmg 
thrcmg ! Oh, it is a tmible thought ! it is die one 
which most pains me now, till I reflect that what- 
ever is, is best. It sometimes occurs to me that 
the beatification of the just mikde perfect will 4»>n- 
sist principally in arriving ^t such wisdi»n; midi an 
exaltati(m of mind over feeling, that we shall rec» 
ognize. all things in the eeonomy of the Divin» 
ruler to be right. If the mind be thus Novated 
over our present afieprions, we«hall fiael nt> pain 
in the absence of those whom we have loved en 
earth. But it is difficult to conceive such a stata 
whilQ we are here." 

Such were some of the conversa^pniE^ of these 
last days. They were uttered in so low a tone« 
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that the nistHog of the leaves or the chirping c^c 
bird would dtown their soutid. But we had 
liatened so long, with, all our senses sharpened; 
had hecome^so aecustomed to.^athefthe import <)f 
her speech, from the play of the wasted lipa» and 
the expresiaiou of her languid eyes, that i% was ho 
longer ^fficult to understand her perfec%. One 
day, when her husband was sitting alone' by her 
Aouidi, she asked him for die hy^m book. Her 
hands had iicarcely atreqigth to support it while 
she turned the leaves slowly, and, at lengthy open- 
tng- to that BubHme burial piece, commencing s 

*' Unveil thy bosom, faithftd tomb,** 

fihe haadiBid it back, with a request that it mi^ht 
be sung at her funmtd. *'It is an hnf^esetive 
poem,'' she added, ^'and expresses the hope^ in 
whidi I die. I play daily that they may become 
yours, and ihttt you may bring our boy up to 
^ratertain them.^ Her last hours yriih her son 
were very touching. She felt an anxiety which 
was intensely painful to us, to impr^to a roooUee- 
tioo of herself upon his young memory. Some- 
times she despaired, and her lamemadons were 
d|e only words of murmuring we ever heard. ** He 
will forget me," she would say. *J He is too 
young ! . Oh if I could h\it have lived long enough 
to be assured of a place in the afibctions of the 
vaan whom I have bofne. If I could feel that 
during his Uie, the recollection of his dying mother 
wouM be to him what mine has been to me, a safe- 
guard against temptation, a shield against the wi- 
holy allurements of a world in wfuch so much 
that is evil must be redsted ! But I fear he will 
lose it ! his mind is too elastic. Yet I must submit 
to it. I only Ask that you wUl all aid in the execu- 
tion of^ my wishes after I am gone. You will hav^ 
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many opportunities to speak of me, and recall iiis 
young faculties to the effort of remembering me, 
as I nave been for the last year. I would rather 
bis memory bore its impress from my well and 
hap^ days, but that is impossible." 

The last days of Jufy were now drawing on ; 
and though there was no change, other than Aat 
which had been manifest from day to day, £3r 
several weeks, stifl our belored invs^d issured us 
that she should not live to see August. . The thir- 
ds of July was Sunday, and a solemn day it was 
with us. The angel of death seemed visibly hover- 
ing over the silent house. Our babe,* usually a 
lively, happy little fellow, full of laugh and prattle, 
was somewhat imwell, so that even his pleJasant 
voice'was seldom heard in the silent rooms. The 
few words that we spoke were uttered in low 
tbnes; the table was laid very quietly, and its con- 
tent^ removed each time almost untouched. The 
day was excessively warm and dry. ** Oh !'* ex- 
claimed the' suffering invalid, /'i^all I never see 
another pleasant shower fall upon the fair earth 1 
shall I never again inhale the delicious odori of 
reviving grass, and flowers, and trees ; nor hear 
the happy song of 4>irds when the clouds are 
hding away in the distant sky 1 How much I 
long for all this once more. Take me out, John ; 
let me breathe once more beneath the open sky !" 
Towards night a slight deW began to gather upon 
her forehead. It chilled me, as if a mountain of 
ice had fallen beside me. tt was- a Bign which 1 
knew too surely foretold the folfilment of her pain* 
ful prophecy. I passed my hand sofUy over her 
brow. It was <iold and deathlike. ThenJ knew 
the dart had gone forth-^^he struggle had com- 
menced. Deatb was among us I ^e smiled faintlj 
B& I removed my hand, ' 
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" Is ii moist 1" sbe whispered. Tears wei« my 
only reply. '' Then I bave not much longer to 
suffer. Let them all. go to bed ; I shall etoe them 
to-morrow morning." I sat at ber side all night J 
As the dark hours flew by the death damp gathered 
in cold drops upon ber brow, her large lustrous 
eyes grew diin, and her breath came more hurriedly. 
She was restless. Many times durii^g the night I 
raised herefrom her recumbent position; but she 
soon returned to it, weary and exhausted. . Qh, 
that was such a vigfl as I hope never to keep 
ag^in ! When morning came she was aipparently 
the same. Breakfast was set, but it^ was a mere 
form. Our boy seemed more unwell, and claimed 
much of my attention ; still I scarcely left her 
couch. She spoke little. About nine o'clock she 
said to her husband, " Between eleven and twelve 
I shall cross Jordan."' It was even so. She was 
conscious when the last moment approached, and 
turning her dim eyes toward the clokik, vnth H 
faint smile, extended her hands to us. Her face 
suddenly blanched — ^her virhite lips parted an in- 
stant — and all was over ! Our long-dreaded trial 
bad come. The patient spirit, to whose wants we 
bad 'ministered so anxiously, had fled 1 

Fond and faithful sister! How often thy memory 
steals ouvtbese distant hours ! How ofl^n thy grie& 
and trials rise in painful array before me ! How 
jealously memory treasures every unkind word or 
look I gave thee ; and how ftdthfully doias she set 
them before me, now, when to recall them is im- 
possible, when the wound which they inflicted is 
no longer within ^my healing; when all the arts 
wkich the tenderest aflfection can suggest are im- 
potent to procure the forgiveness that could alone 
silence regret. Thy tomb is far away from me ! 
The silence and beauty thou bo much lovedst are 
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around thee! - The winds of jqpring bear the saftie 
delidous odors over thv couch that played around 
thee years ago ; ^ fehage is as bright as when it 
danced before lliy rejoicing eyes^^the stream winds 
as softly by, as whan thy light foo^t^s trod its 
Terdantbuik. - ' 

''There, through the long, longsumnier honrs, 
' The golden light doth lie ; 
Ihd thick y^un^ herbs, and gtoups of flowers. 
Stand in theiir beauty by. 

« The oriold ddth boild and tell 
His love tale close beside thy cell, 

The idle butterfly 
Doth rest him then), and there are heuod 
. The hoosewife bee and hamming-bird.*^ 

The JBolemn winds of autumn moan around theoi 
and bear Irpm thy overshadowing eandpy of boughs* 
rich offerings to thytoi^b! We buried thee with 
many and bitter tears : we trust in the faith which 
so exalted ^ee above thy trials, to meet thee, 
where tears are all wiped away, inhere there shall 
be no more sorrow, neither any sin, nor any pain. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

Mt isister's death was a severe ^liHiction to me. 
Sfuch as we had been separated by the evoits of 
our early years, our hearts had grown together by 
the strongest bonds of sisterly Idve. We had 
looked forward to an unbroken union, in the beau- 
tiful country whiter she had led us, and now I was 
there, &t ^e was gone forever. MucU and bit* 
terly did I grieve over the dreadful void lefl in our 
circle by her death. But our little boy's heahli 
so<m claimed attention. He did not recover, as I 
bad trusted he would, and virhen the first few dayiE^ 
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were {yest^ he seemed eo.' mu^h indiqxMed, thst a 
physician was sunhzioned, and all our energies 
directed to his restoration, I Was too igiM)raait of 
children to appreciate his true cbnditixm, and the 
How which had jui^ fallen, instead of preparing 
me for a heavier one, seemed rather to be a secU'* 
rity agaipst further affliction. While^ &ere£bre^ I 
hoVered around the si<^ couch of our babe, sor^ 
rowing over his sufferuiga, whiqh my ignorance 
did not permit me to appreciate, and anxious be? 
yond the power c^ language^ to see him joyous 
and happy again, and hear his musical voice, 
bi^eakinff^ upon lixy silent hours of grief, I never 
dreamed that it would not be so. True, I saw 
him ¥ra8|» day by day; I- saw the fidr &ce grow 
thin, the vigorous limbs feeble and tiny, the bridit 
red 1ms pd^ a|id distorted vn£ti sufficing. His 
large black eye, in which Idve, delight, and wonder 
were used to reign aherpately, now wore only the 
aoTTowing look which tdls of pain ; and his &xr brow 
wa0 contracted to a sHght &owfr, as if he would 
fain resist .the infliction. Yet notwithstanding aB 
this, I never dreamed that be could die. It wtti 
stranjBfe, il; now seems incredible to my own mind, 
lookmg. back^upon t^at s^yv^ period, that I could 
have been so blind to a language which afterwards 
seemed to have^ inscribed itseBT, ^in letters of fire, 
upon iny heart. 'Yet so it waa ; and many a young 
mother^ who has entered upon her 1h% office,, as I 
did, witib no acquaintance vidth in&it lifis, either 
practical or theoredcal, .will bear witness, t^^ 
even a mother's instincts are all too feeble, to be 
trusted vpithont knowledge. Our boy never grQW 
better; he sunk from' the time of my sister's death, 
and spite of all that skill and tsndiemess couM do^ 
just two weeks f^om the day on which her life 
eloted, hej^idded his, and we were whoOy bereft 
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£TeBto the diky of lus death, I did not anticipate 
the erent* It is^ true, I had fears, anxieties, sym- 
pathy which only a mother x»n.feel> but preemi- 
nent o^er all these, there was a Aope, so disguised 
by its yery strengUi, that I did not recognize its 
true character. When, therefore, the kind doc- 
tor, who had stolen an hour from his arduous 
dudes, to spend it with us, said -to one of those 
present, that " the little sufferer would ^soon be 
released," his words seemed to dry the very i^rings 
of life within me. I had no word to say, no tear 
to ^ed, but I gazed upon the little panting form, 
and glassy eye, with every faculty susp^ded by 
that dreadful sentence. In half an hoip:, I was 
a childless mother! Such alone can judge n^ 
feelings ! 

My p^vious affliction was utterly forgotten, 
Who shaH ever tell the bitter, the agonizing 
pangs, that rend the, very bonds <^ life, when a 
mot^cHT stands by the cold cli^ of her onJy child ! 
What thronging recoUecdons come of happy hours, 
and shouts of joyous laughter, and peals of merry 
music, which earth will never again afford h^ 
ear; and then^ oh agony beyond cen^anson, of 
p^n which she has "not alleviated, or perhaps 
has ciused, of grief which she has not soothed, of 
sadness which ^e has not cheered, of words spo- 
ken in impadence, when they should have been 
uttered in love, of little pleasures denied, when 
they should have been granted, of mortal agony 
which she could net share, and Death descending 
in grim tyranny upon the litde sufferer, who is 
all unconscious of his approach. God grant I may 
never see another such a night, as that^whicji 
closed the life to which my own was so closely 
linked ! There he lay, in Ins little crib, where I 
had so often frolidced with him, the lips now all 
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cold and leaden, whicli, in h\B laat agony, bad 
called imploringly on me, by the dearest name to 
wbicb tbe b^art <of woman erer responds; tbe 
eyes, wbicb bad so often looked into mine, over- 
flowing ^itb merriment, witb silent wonder, or 
appeaUng tears, closed forever. Wbat could I 
do ] How impotent^ is every fo^rm of expression, 
wbicb ffrief can take, to jrelieve the beart oppijes- 
sed with sucb ^ burtben. 

Again tbe spot wbere we bad stood; so few brief 
days before was visited. Tbe little coffin. wbicb 
seemed to carry my very beart into the eartbvidth 
it, was lowered close beside my sister's grave; 
but tbe latter bad not now power to call fortb a 
single tear. We turned away. Tbe deserted 
bouse stood before us : its d9ora were closed, its 
windows -all silent, its neglected vines xslimbing in 
untrained profusion over tbe silent walls. At any 
otber time it would bave unsealed all tbe fountains 
of emotion viritbin me; now I scarcely recognized 
it as an object connected v^tb my feelings. ^Tbe 
deepest cbord o£ my beart was vibratbig t6 >tbe 
last flerce blow, and no Hgbter toucb could waken 
its otber strings. 

But tbe bome wbence our darling was forever 
gone I Ob wbo sbali describe its desolation ! wbo 
sball ever tell wbat a motber ieels wben. sbe re- 
turns tober silent bouse from tbe new-made grave 
of ber only cbildl How tbe practised ear will 
listen for tbe accustomed greeting; bow tbe eye 
will wander to tbe door for tbe merry fifcce tbat 
was wont to come) peeping in; and tben what 
agony^ when some favorite toy is turned from the 
place where it was hidden^ by those little hands 
wbicb you never more may clasp, which will never 
again wander in playful affection over your face 
and neck ! Tbe little garments wbicb you bave 
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hot hmd the heart to put Away from your s%ht^ 
hang about your rbom. as t£ey did in happier daycu 
Hare is one perhaps in which tbe^ little departed 
breaithed away hia life, and there another i^i^hose 
bright cokirs^itncL tasteftil fashion carry yohr aching 
heart back te the di^s when all was blithesome 
piOBiiM9 alid intense happiness. I shalLneyer for* 
get the pang that wrung my bosom when one 
morning, two or three weeks after we were alone, 
I ftond a toy of pine wood indentecl all o^er with 
^le print of small teeth. The la^ hand that had 
toudied it was my babe'a, its fiiroiliar fi>nn and 
bruised surfhce brought the hi^y litde owner so 
strongly before me, that I seemed to live the texri* 
Ue parting over agaan*^ 



CHAPTER XXVIL 
Ths dose of this summer found our hotte a 
melancholy one. Days of agony, and nights of 
deliciouf visiona that made the morning sorrowfiilt 
W(H:e slowly away. Abroad, the gloom still deep- 
ened. The sickness which had -begun early to 
prevail in yariotis parts of the country, increased 
m strength and malignancy. The longer^ the 
drought held, die more fatal grew its ravages aind 
the more eheeriess the aspect of the wh(^ land 
Vegetation was parchecb to ashes. The dews no 
longer fell; the thirsty eardi gaped under the 
merciless siin, and th^ trodden roads were piled 
with dust, so that every breath of wind whichswept 
acro^ them and every vehicle that passed along 
raised a blinding cloud. The skies seemed to 
have shut their chambers of mercy and to have no 
relenting toward die blighted earth. For long, long^ 
weeks, the heavens were watched for a cloud or 



UPE IN ^PftAl&rB LAND* 25T 

some sign of mere j, but ia vain. A hard Qietallic 
glare pervaded the whole arch, an impassable bar- 
rier to the blessings we so much craved* Mean- 
time pain, disease, atid death were stalking abroad, 
The: pestilence claimed its victims in almost every 
house. In some ih.& whole family was prostrated, 
and the sufierers were dependent on Che kindness 
of their distant neighbors to minbter to their wants. 
The fevers took meir most malignant and fatal 
character in the ** bottom lands." These, as thq 
name indicates, are the lowlands bordering the 
fltreams. On som^ of the, larger 'water-couise^ 
they are very eitienaiye, and on all they have a 
character which strongly distinguishes them from 
the p^sdries and barrens above., They are gener- 
ally wooded. On most of thbse bordering the 
large rivers, the growth is extremely dense smd 
heavy^ Gigantiq trees shoot im on the rich earth, 
made by the spring floods of every sea£^on> an4 
weave their heavy branches above into a dense 
canopy which the sun can scarcely penetrate. On 
tkp black spil below, which is often ten, twelve, or 
fifteen feet in depth, and of the finest loam, vegeta«- 
tion riots in unbounded energy. Immense quai^ti- 
ties ore produced, the decay of which, with the heavy 
foliage of the trees, generates vast volumes of mias- 
mata. The high bluS then which border these 
teeming lands, together ^th the dense wood that 
covers them, prevent the circulation pf the purer 
air from the uplands^ and leave all the causes of 
disease to take their most concentrated forms 
among the unfortunate settlers. Most of the ftmi- 
lies living on these tracts were French and Ger- 
man settlers. The former are the ren^nants of the 
old trading companies, the latte;? more recent emi- 
grants. There are few Americans among , them. 
;PhJey live for the most part in cabins 0/ the poor- 
17 ¥2 
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est deacription, and tbeir general habits are little 
conducive to liealtb. Here therefo^re, at this fated 
\ period, the pestilence fotind its readiest and most 
Vnumerous victims. My husband soT&eitimes rode 
through these regions, and frequently found houses 
in which every member of the ^unily was sick; 
so that it WSU3 a blessing for a stranger to call and 
hand them ^ * cup of water. • In these districts in- 
dividuals y^ere found lying irt all stages of disease. 
Some had never been seen by a physician ; some 
were- pronounced to have the yellow fever, and the 
few that recovered wore -a ghastly daUow hue that 
was frightful to behold, as they crept about their 
death-stricken homes. One could ride miJes 
through these dark woods, the steady sun when it 
poured through the leaves heating the still air al- 
most to suffocation, and pass on his route many 
cabins apparently deserted ^ but on entering he 
found two or three, or perhaps a ^eater number 
of persons lyitig in the same dark room, tossing 
and raging in the various stages of consuming fever. 
It was frightful tahear of, and still more so to wit- 
ness their condition. 

But suffering and mortality tv^re not confined to 
these gloomy districts. They spread throughout 
the entire country. Our little village was one of 
the last spots visited, but it paid its tribute in the 
loss of one of its most accomplished and excellent 
women, and the severe illness of many other citi- 
zens. On the eighteenth of September, the day of 
the great 6clipse, two infants, twin daughters of 
our village teacher, were buried. -I remember 
well the gloom of that afternoon. It wite easy to 
conceive how in periods of affliction and calamity 
the benighted nations that had lived here before us 
should construe such an impressive phenomenon 
into an expression of atiger by the Great Spirit. 
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The prolonged and unnatural darkness,- and the 
"alarm which prevails eiinoBg the lower animals fol- 
lowing the impression already produced upon the 
mind, might well be considered as evidences of 
displeasure in the Power that rules the elements. 
We trusted that some change would be wrought 
in the atmosphere by this great event, that would 
break the dreadful monotony of drought. There 
were but three or four wells /in the village that 
afforded any water, and the earth seemed actually 
consuming under the fiery orb; iioW. for a brief 
space hidden from our weary eyes. ,Not a drop of 
rain had fallen for near seven weeks, and for a 
previous period of nearly twice that length the few 
showers that had descended Mvei^ barely sufficient 
to saturate the dust. - But our hopes were vain ; 
die shad6w passed from the sun, and he rode out 
glaring and bright as ever in the relentless heavens. 
Gloom and. despair brooded over everything, v Na- 
ture seemed about to light her own frmeral pile. 
People walked slowly about with countenances 
darkened by their own griefs, or saddened with 
sympathy for their neighbors. One met with no- 
thing cheerful anywhere. I had on my pstjrt no 
wish to have it otherwise. ^ The. wide-spread sad- 
ness harmonized well with my feelings. The loss 
of my boy, and this loneliness, heightened by the 
previous death of my sister, made me shrink from 
everything like joyouiness in the natural or hunmn 
^world. If my jnind were won from its burthen 
for a moment by books or conversation, it bowed 
the next, more painfriUy and inescapably, than ')>e- 
fore. I could not get my own conseiit to resign 
those whom all my griefe could never recall ; and 
thus my days wore away under the ceaseless 
gna wings of the bitterest and keenest emotions. 
The unaffectedly good pastor of-the church which 
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n^e attended, handed me from tmie to time many 
books; die perusal of wbicb he thbught would tend, 
to soothe feelings so deeply wodnded ; biit while 
I appreciated his kindness, and ei^oyed a few 
hours of comparative tranquillity over the pages of 
his choice, sdll I'feund nodiing of the peace and 
resignation which I had oll;en seen others manifest, 
under similar afflictions. One afternoon ivhen I 
had exhausted the solace of tears over recollections 
of my lost babe, the sublime consolations with 
which the Psalmist hushed his grie& under a like 
affliction, occurred to my mind with unusual feirce : 
** I shall go to him, but he shall not rel^im to me.'" 
The recollection of these words drew me to a more 
diligent and frequent reading of the scr^tures, a 
new set of faculties was called into jaction, and the 
cloud began to p^ss away. From that time there 
was a new element mingled with . |ny. grief-^one 
which robbed it of its fiercest power, softened its 
sterner lineainents, lighted its daiicest depths. I 
no longer brooded in despairing silence over my 
sorrows. I felt that th^^ were infinite love and 
infinite pity in the divine Mind, and there was a 
solace wnich words can never d^cribe in uttering 
them befi>re Him. But the comfort which I found 
we^ no miraculous shining fortfi of anything exter- 
nal to myself; it wa^ no everflowing fountain 
which poured itself out,' independent of my own 
state of mind; such as many seem to have Kmnd, 
but simply a more exalted acdon of some powers 
which I had always possessed, and a partial sub- 
duing of others. The, newly, acquired supremacy 
of diose which directed my thoughts heavenward, 
which made the departed, objects c^ benignant 
hope instead of black despkir, could be overthrown. 
I fountl no power superior to my own mind, pull- 
ing down the one and setting up the other— -it de- 
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pended on myself. I found no perpetual source 
of joy flowing contiinuaUy aroiind me, but only one 
to which I Could resort when I governed my feel- 
ings carefully, and soueht it earnestly.- But this - 
was all that I' desired, u was all that I could be- 
lieve true — it was sufficient i 

"The pure and oxquisit^ beautiful sermons of 
our pastor, to which I had before listened with an 
intell<sctual pleasure merely, had nbw a higher im- 
port, a loftier .mission to nay nrund. The sublime 
truths i^ere interesting cm other accounts than the 
chasteftiess and simplicity of the language in which 
lliey were presented. In truth I believed 1 had 
attained wlmt I had always heard talked of ^ a 
great mystery, an incomprehensible blessing, viz., 
a religious state of nnnd. A blessing it certainly 
was to me. Its benignant aspect shone far over 
the ^iture. It gave m& strength and hopefulness, 
and while it^ lightened the present burthen^ was 
itself a prepat^ation for aucii as the future might 
bring. ... 

Thus with heaviest affliodons on dief one hand, 
and cheering hopes cm th^ other, closed €he second 
year of Life in Uie Prairie Land. 



PART IL 



CHAPTER I. 



Pbaibie Land is tenanted by numennis i^oiedefl 
of natiye birds and animak. Among die fimner 
I have already mentioned the quail, tfae'gronaey 
turkey, bozzaid, and many others. Among the 
latter are many whose habits and characters con- 
tribote not a little to the interest which the country 
possesses for the lovers of humor or adventure. 
One of these is a little ground inhabitant of the 
prairies^ bearing the uneuphonic cogncHnen of 
'' Gopher/' and a passionate devotee of subter- 
ranean' architecture. He is a small personage, 
not much exceeding in size the large Wharf rat ; 
wears a very, compact coat of dark satiny fur, un- 
equaled for fineness and beauty; a long tail, a 
sharp nose, and a pouch, or sack, outside each 
cheek, <^ning close to the comers of his mouth, 
in which he transports the refuse 'of his labours. 
He must have the most implicit fioth in the strei^th 
of his genius; for he never suspends the cultiva- 
tion of it for a day. If he is ejected froip premises 
which he has iipproved, he never mourns his loss, 
nor institutes legal proceedings to recover damages, 
but, with unabated energy, seeks another site and 
commences anew. He is both sagacious andjsus- 
picious ; and, in all his^ plans, manifests plainly a 
desire not to be unceremoniously intruded on. 
Thus, when he finds an eligible site, he proceeds, 
like all settlers in new countries, to break ground; 
but, having gone under the turf^ be forthwith lays 
himself out to ehide pursuit. Down he goes, 
crooking and bending his path, now straight, now 



I4FB IN PBAIRIE LAND; 

obliquely, for five or six feet. It 19 not known 
that, at tbe end of this labyri|ith, he applies his 
thumb to. the extremity of his nasal organ, and 
looks contemptuously back ; but k is presumable 
that Jbe enjoys something of the feeling which 
leads^ to this gesture in biped builders ; i^r he im- 
mediately turns toward the surface in aiiother 
dii^eedon, and often extends his researches a fourth 
or a half mile within a few feet of it. At points, 
not miany rods distant from each other, he enterges 
with his sacks filled with earth, empties their con- 
tents, and goes back to reload ; but, from^acb of 
these points^ he makes a winding departure as at 
firs^t. Thus the little brown hulocks which he 
throws up, are only indications of his vicii^ity, but 
afford little clue to his immediate whereabouts. 
ThesiB deposits are bften found in great numbers 
together, forming a little village, in^ the subterra- 
nean streets of which it is not (Ufficult to imagine 
many pleasant incidents, when toil is relaxed, and 
the social feelings come into play. 

I remember one .of these little . towns, which 
nmst havoL contained near three l^undred . little 
dark mounts op the space oi an. acre. They 
looked very social suid pleasant, and were, caleu" 
lated, . withal, to excite one's humor, when, on 
inquiring of a boy, in the midst of t^em, for the 

town of , well known to eastern capitalists, 

he answered, with a grin, " Why, this kt^r is. it, 
don't you see the stcSees ?" Besides die Gopher 
settlement, there were two houses in sight, one 
about a mile, the other hialf that distance from us, 
in opposite directions. 

Xbe fox inhabits the prairie coundy, and is very 
much such a fox there as elsewhere, levying. con- 
tributions on domestic poultry-yards, when it is 
expedient, and, in default of these, making the 
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most unscrupulous sallies ogaiust [ibe^ grou^e^ 
i|uaDs, and odier,feathere4 neighbors of hifi. He 
burrows in tiie copses which skirt the plains, in 
the bhi0s that border streams, and on the sides- of 
the most elerated swells in 4ajrge prairie^. Himt- 
ing him is a import much relishe«l in the winter 
season. 

The fn*iirie dog formerly dwelt here, but he has 
redfed with the Jbdian, and is now scaively found 
east of the Mississippi. He was a gentle, grega- 
rious, social tenant of tins beauli^l wilderness, 
and seems, by some strange adhesion to the 
natives, to have fled with them, while many other 
animals remained. r . 



CHAPTER H. 

Thsrb are two species of native wolf found oH 
the prairies. One is the small red wolf, a com- 
paratively harmless animial, rarely attacking ~any- 
thing about the farm but sheep or small pigs. But 
he is a noisy neighbor in the night. Congregated 
in large trodps, they trot off from one point to any 
other they desire to reach, and' nev^-, fi>r a single 
moment on the way, suspend the growling, bariL- 
ing, yel|Mn^ and whining, in which they utter 
themselves in different moods. I remember when 
I had lain on a sick bed for several days, without 
aleep, to have fallen into a doze about midnight, 
and been awakened by a band of these marauders 
passing under my window.. There must have 
Deen a larse number of them, for the noise was 
almost deansning while they passed the house. A 
party of maniacs, qf all ages and sexes, roamii^ 
the country,, could scarcely have produced a 
greater variety and confiisiion of noises. It was 
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■an evil sound to steal upon one's skunBers, anciv 
to idy disturbediuindr boded no good. Th^ next 
day we were mforttied that their wanderings bad 
tenninated in a sbeep-fold, about a inile beyond 
us. The ^ugbter was conaplete, not one of the 
terr^ed innocents having escaped. Thii, howerer, 
wa» an uncoinmcm occurrence. PuFing a resi- 
dence of four years I never heard of a siimlar otie. 

The large grey wolif is much more fei'ocious; 
when pressed by hunger, he not unfirequently 
attacks men. Many eaaes are related of travelers 
who have arrived . pale and breathless at soi^e 
cabin on the hordes of a large prairie, their livee 
having been saved only by the sp^ed <£ tlheir 
horses. The ravenm^, femished wolf has hung 
upon their heels for miles and, at Jast been foiled 
only to return with deeper rage and desperation 
to the^soHtftfy plain ! Woe, then, to the unarmed 
traveler who next crosses his path ! He sees his 
death warrant iiythe glarmg eye and geumt, foam- 
ing mouth. 

In the early period of white settlements, the 
traveler WSQ sometimes, iltartled by c<»ning upon 
the bleadied bones and knotted, scalp of some 
ttnfortukiate, who had perished^ thus terribly. BCit 
these are now tales or the past. The supremacy 
of toan is less disputed by these prowling maraud- 
ers, as \^& dwellmgs multiply, and his means of 
invading their territory grow more formidjetble. 
Occasionally, however, when hung^ Issues them 
despenCte, they compel the unarmed traveler to 
fitake his life upon die speed -of his horse, or^ in 
4e&ultof this, Upon the best defence he can make. 
I was informed by a gentleman, that he was at- 
tacked do late as the summer of 1839, by a gang 
of these hungry fellows, in the midst of a prairie 
twenty-two miles in extent. One of bis horses was 
Z 
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sick, and T0r}r much emaciated, and be watf with* 
out arms of any kind except a large- club, iVbich 
bad been accidentally left in his waggon. He 
ctoifeaBed tbat wben be saw the hungry troop 
• making toward liim, and looked upon his feeble 
horse, and around on the empty waggon, be ^t 
that diere were many coiidittons more ^mable . 
than bis. On they came, and for want of better 
tactics, directed aU their forces ag^nst him.' He 
was a large and very powerful man, and having 
previously made "Such, preparations as the circum- 
stances permitted, be gave bis startled horses tbe 
rein, ana seizing the club, addressed himself solely 
to defending the waggon. He dealt bis blows with 
so much vigor aqd irapidity, that what with the pro- 
gress ihade by the team, and the bruised hea48 
and feet tk&y bore down from eWb assault^ they 
at length gave over, and parted company witb 
him; but not without many looks and" growls^ 
which seemed to threaten dire vengeance^ should 
they ever meet bim in a more helpless state. 

A most melancholy opeurrenc!^ took place not 
faf from us in the winter c^ ^38 — 9, to which these 
lawless animals contributed ; though bow &r could 
never be correctly ascertained. A poor fellow, 
laboring under temporary derangement, left bis 
dwelling early one cold evening when the snow 
was two or three inches in depth, and sdll ftdling 
fast; and although the most diligent search. was 
made for several days, no knowledge of him was 
obtained till the following spring, when on*plougb- 
ing a neighboring com-fiela, bis bones were found 
scattered over it, peeled; of most of their flesh, and 
exhibiting thrilling^ proof that after death, if not 
before, his limbs bad been torn by these merciless 
animals. 
In tb& early years of the settlement such painful 
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events not unfrequendy j^tartled the inmates of the 
rude cabins which boi^ered the prairies. There 
were few other ferocious ammals^ to disturb the 
quiet of the settlers; Occasionally a catamounfcH: 
panther was found in the dark, wooded bottoms ; 
but the treeless pkons were never visited by them« . 
There the wolf seems to have been undisputed 
monarch; and, like the hyena of the deseit, when 
Hvia:ig:^prey was not at hand, he rifled the tomb of 
its sacred tiiist^ - ' • , 

An incident of this kind, connected with the first 
settlement on one of the most ^beautiful prairies in 
the state, had a thrilling interest as it was commu- 
nicated to me. 

The great road from th^ northenii to the southern 
extremities of the state passes^^ for ther-most part, 
ovet Isffge prairies. These are sometimes divided 
by groves two oT: three miles in ^xtent, sometimes 
by open, sparsely timbered tracts, called banens, 
and sometimefr by a mere -thread of timber, tower- 
ing above the swelling plain, showing a dark green 
line at the distance of miles, the first glinipse.of 
which often elicits a cheerful ** land ho'* from trav- 
elers who are unaccustomed to these long vovages 
by terra jirma. This road, intersects at Peoria 
the Illinois river, with which it runs nearly parallel 
for sixty; or- seventy miles, at a distai^ce varying, 
from, four to eight, ten, and. fifteen miles from the 
Stream.^ The wood which crowns the bluffs of the 
stream stretches back at frequent intervals in lonr 
lines^ and fi:^ges the plains over which ^the roa^ 
passes. These groves are generally very beautiful. 
They are usually ideen <4t the high swells of the 
"prairies, their outlines cleariy defined on the hori- 
zon, -long before you read) them. Their edges 
are bordered with the plum, hazel, and other fruit- 
bearing trees, and shrubs, which are freqtiented by 
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Inrdtt faaxes, sqniiTds, et cet The iinimc,~]ile» 
•nd fireflhness of dieflewoo^&iids,. together with 
thm otilky to the hnsbandmaii, led the early set- 
tlen to mdmct ^lem as die sites of their new homes* 
There-the cabin -wa&^aid up under the spreading 
hou^is of the outennost trees ; and thra« the hardy 
froDtiezBDian placed his £unily, remote &om every 
art^ial means of comfort, ''alone with nature/' 
rich, beantifuly majesti<^ natare in the sil^it prajHe 
land. . ' 



CHAPTER m. 

It was at one of these spote that the incident 
vpfemd to took place. On the noithem side of a 
pnarie, eijghteen mi^ in extent, two groves ap- 
proach widnn a diort distance of each oth^ from 
dM east and west. They He on a 1<^ swell of 
land and are visible many ipiles away. The- plain 
between ihese dark green promontories is. smooth 
as the unruffled sea, and you fiEmcy as you look upon 
its quiet outline, while the tree-tops toss, and swell 
against the clear blue sky, that the amallest object 
wo^ be discernible. Presently a short dark line 
rises against the light, and as the coach tcHls over 
swell iSber swell, and brings you nearer the object, 
it grows distinct, permanent, and Ix^d, and fiistens 
itself with a strange pertii^city on the eye and 
mind. It concentrates youi' wandering thoughts, 
-and you wonder what could have led to the con- 
struction of such an olgect on that spoL No dwel- 
ling or other tenement is visible, and the green 
vrall of the western grove rises apparently a fiill 
mile from it. There it stands widi^ut proportion 
or symmetry, its harsh aiigles unrelieved by a single 
idirub, its silent walls brown with die storms of 
' years. It is a tomb ! Farther back m the. grQve, 
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i^nds a house near which its raleot teaant lived 
and died. . . ^ ; ^ < - 

Lon^ befi^re these lands were vacated by the 
Indians, a settler came hither from the eastward^ 
with his family. He if^as roving, trough these 
beautiful gardens in search of a sppt whereon tq 
miike his home. One morning his white-topped 
ws^gon entered the southern border oi this Jbarge 
prairie, and, all day, was seen by the wondering 
Indians at the grove, to ride and fall, slowly among 
the green swells, cdming nearer and nearer, till at 
Highball it halted on the line where this solitary 
tomb now stands. Here the travelers encamped, 
and one who \^ visited the spot, will not wonder 
that when the patriarch had seen the next sun rise 
^n the scene before him, he declared their jour- 
neyings ended ! A site was selected in the grove 
for their -cabin, the logs were, felled, and laid tip 
by the father and his sons, and a frontier home 
•oon sent its smoke curling through the overhcpg- 
ing boughs, Th^iir only neighbors were the ram* 
hhxkg Indians' who, in their excursions from the 
nor& and south, always halted at this grove. 
They had no domestic animals save the faithful 
cattle that had drawn theni and a dog^ 

For many months after tiie cabm was biiilt they 
depended on wild game and fruits for subsistence. 
The riQe of the mth^r . brought down abundant 
supplies of deer and grouse, a^nd the smaller mem- v 
benj (^ the family could trap the quail, gather ber- | 
ries and piup^s, and beat the hazel and nut trees. 

Th^ wife and mother wrought pieaiently for ' 
those she loved. Her busy hands kept a w6ll or- 
dered home during the day, and at night, they plied 
the, needle to the wardrobe of her little househc^d 
band. It wcks already soaf^ty, and materials to re-^ 
.place the worn-out garments: were far away, and 
z2 
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would cost what she had not to give. When one 
was worn beyond the resuscitating powers of her 
needle, its plaoe was supplied as well as might be, 
hj the skins which they had taken from their game. 
Sunrise and eyening twilight fomid the father at 
his labors. He had no harvest that year, but if he 
would reap the next, much preparation must be 
made before the winter came. First, the turf was 
broken where he proposed to plant his com, ^ils 
we^ next made smd laid around it, some oi the 
native hay was gatheri&d'and piled up ^t the comer 
6f his cabin, and a little garden fenced and 
ploughed. When all these things were done, 
there yet reniained the journey to the nearest set- 
tlement for winter goods and grains, and for the cow, 
which could not longer b0 dispensed with. When 
all was ready, the father and his eldest son started 
in i;he emigrant waggon, and were absent many 
days, during each of which the mother and her 
little children — ^protected, if danger came, only by 
the dog — ^looked anxiously out upon the gr6at 
prairie, now embrowned by the frosts of autumn, 
and wondered when they would return. There 
were few travelers then in those uninhabited 
plains. Day after day passed, and no sign of life 
' wais visible on the plain, save the deer bounding 
among its crisp herbage, or the famished wol? 
rushing madly against the winds which bore^thle 
scent of prey. Thd intense 'sunshine whidi flooded 
this swaying sea, was now softened by the hazy 
atmosphere peculiar to ^ose plains in the autumn 
months^ the flowers were all dead^ the trees dis- 
robed, and a vrild, vast desolation, which pene- 
trated the soul of the lone woman, seemed hover- 
ing oveV the face of her new home. 

On the fifth day, a party of Sauk warriors', plumed 
and painted, entered her dwelling. Her beait 
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heat quick, and her eye glanced wildly toward, her 
little ones, as their swaraiy ^gures darkened the 
door; hut b moment restored her self-possession. 
She knew they were not enemies, wad felt secure 
in her very helplessness. They had not lived nuich 
amon^ the whites, and it requires some teaching 
to induce the sarage to fall lonia helpless nerson^ 
who is not hisibe. With the few wot^ and sighs 
which she had acquired, she entered into conver-' 
sation with them, atid leaxned that they were on 
their way to give hattle to the Kaskaskias and 
Peorias. Here was a new cause of solicitude ;^ 
her hushand's road lay through • the hattle-ground, 
and who could teU- what savages, seeking hlood, 
might Mo 1 or what would be his fate, should he 
fall between the hostile parties ! Offering theiQ 
such hospitality as <her poor home affor^d, and 
praying thfit it might purchase^he safety of the ab- 
sent, she signified her hopes and fears, and watched 
their retreating footsteps with a boding heart. 

.All day she oent her eyes to scan the plain, but 
nothing met her search save the forms of the 
retreating warriors, which grew dimmer with disr 
tance and tjie fading li^ht, till at length they were 
wholly lost. With .acmng head and anxious heait 
she put her little ones to bed; and when they 
slept, she rose and looked anxiously out upon th^ 
ni^t. Blac^ broken clouds were driving across 
the heavens at a fearful rate, and the v^nd rush^ 
through the naked trees, and howled around her 
chimney, like isome evil spirit demanding sacrifice. 

I'he only window of her cabin looks over the 
plain ; and ' there she stands gazing as if the day* 
tight rested on it, and she hoped each mo^ient to 
ilee the long wished-'for object heave in sight. 
Presently a strange li^^ht gleams on the blackened 
sky! What should it be J not lightning, for it 
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ro0e instead of falling, and bimg kmger on the 
Bight than the electric flash. But it is gone !«— now 
again it comes, stronger, and looks as if the bright, 
]|erj sun had lost his place, and without any pre- 
cursor-were rushing up the southern sky. Again 
it almost disappears ; but the &mt tinge is soon 
increased, and a broad glare bursts up which over- 
whelms that Widowed heart. The d^eadfUl truth 
pierces her very heart, and makes her whole frame 
tremble. The prairie is on fire l- Oh God ! what 
a conriction ! She remetnbers now that they have 
talked of prairie fires, and promised themselves 
mu^ch pleasure in beheading them. But she never 
dreamed of the red demon as an enemy, and ene 
to be encountered in this dreadful solitude. 

Her heart sinks within her. There are no means 
to avert or escape it. The only living things about 
her are the children and the ^th£l dog. The 
former are deeping quietly, and the latter sits at 
her feet gazing m her face with a mute sympathy 
that brings tesra to her eyes. She does not need 
to look for the light now, for it has sained so that 
she cannot escape its glare. The wmd is bearing 
the fire almost with its own speed across the im- 
mense savannah. She cannot palcidate the dis- 
tance at which she first saw it, bu^ if it were at the 
extreme southern border, it mu^, with such a 
^nd, reach her in a few hours, nay, even less ! 

But what to do, where to go! She rushes \o 
the door. Merciful Heaven ! It is all one sea fii 
dry combustibles around her. Q-rass, dry grass 
everywhere ! ,8he can find no refuge.^ The very 
tree-tops, if she could gainr l^em, with those she 
is bound to save or perish with^ would afford 
her no protection from such a sea g£ flame as is 
^roaring yonder J ,The vrind increases, the elements 
seem to grow madder as the flame approaches, and 
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i^gravalj p >lto fvttjl WiA every blast, it towera 
and cuiis, and tfaen^ as if enrag^ at its own im- > 
potence^ sinks anncan^it mxlknly, to gather str^gtli 
tot' a £resb efforti 

There is a large creek about four miles away, 
and xxi liiis the lone wotnan hangs her last faint 
hope. The wind will not befriend her, and she 
can only hope that the waters^ may an^st the 
flame. Hapless woman i she litl^ knew the 
strength of' the^ devastating d^moti that was let^ 
loose Uiat night! A slenaer threiul of water to 
aepaiiatie her ^irom sfich a surging sea of fl^me ! 
But if it did not protect h«r ! What th^ !^ If the 
kust extremity camel what should i^he dot She 
could h»ve but few mbmeints to deliberate, after 
the dreadfhl £oe cixiBsed this line. Be^wildered^ 
ahnost stupefied, by the terrow of her condition^ 
die had not waked her children; She had con^^ 
templated their, dreadful fate alone, almost in 
silence, and widi little action, after she opened 
the door "imd was overpowered by the conviction^ 
that to leave the house was even more certain 
death than to remain^ ' 

. Now, wh^ the time grew. short, and the hot 
breath of her relentles(^ foe rushed fiercely around 
her, she addressed herself rapidly to the care of 
her little ones^ she woke them with much diffi* 
culty, and with inuch more brought t^iem to compre-* 
bend the danger that awaited them. Onelively boy 
enjoyed the spectacle, and clapped his hands, and 
almost maddened his mother, hj rushing out to 
get a iaiper view of' the "wonderftil scene. But 
where was the dog % the noble dog who was her 
only: intelligent fiiend in this fear^l time *? Her 
quick mind had counted on bis' protection, in case , 
•he should escape and were shelterless^ But 
irkeire was he 1 She hepped to the doorj thd 
18 
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ligbt l¥a8 now strong and revealed diBtinctly ever j 
object. He v\ras nowhere to be seen ! Sbe made 
the wood ring vnth hk ii^ne, and presently a lov?^ 
supplicating batk^was borne to her eaxB on the 
hot wind. ' ' 

The fire had crossed the creek, and was tearing 
its way, like an infuriated demon, np the ^Ipin* 
A fewlninutes must decide her fate— she fell on 
her knees, ^nd commended herself and her help> 
less babes to the mercy of her God ;• and then 
rose^ cahn and collected for the event.' She had 
not, hitherto, contemplated the wonder^ scene 
apart from the dangers^with which it was frai^sht; 
but now, for the fii^ time, she was struck with its 
grandeur and sublimity. It-was an unbrdceii line 
of flame, vnde as the eye could reach, mounting, 
roaring, crackling, and sending up columns of blade 
smoke which, 9B^ they rose, became rarer, and, 
rising still higher, were reilluminated so as. to ap-* 
pear anodier devouring demon sweeping the 
heavens. Mercy and hope deemed alike cut .off 
by its angry glare. The fi6Iy wall shut out the 
world behind, except occasionally, when a blast 
clefl: it, it opened upon a black chasm that looked 
hke the funeral vault of nature. 

Scarcely had she taken this brief survey, and 
noted the nearer approach of the flame, when the 
dog came bounding to her side, and, vnth the 
most earnest petitions, «ouglit her attention with- 
out the dopl*. She followed him a few steps, 
scarcely thinking what she did, bi^t, finding nothing, 
and peeing him niatking rapidly for sofrie distaint 
point, she turned back, closed the door, |md sat 
down befoi^ the wii^dow to Ivatch the progress of 
the fire. In a?i instant he v^as there> pawing, 
whining, howling, and, by every means in his 
power, soliciting her attentioa^u Before she could 
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open the door to admit him he bounded throngh 
the^ window. . 

" Merciful God ! what have you done ! we shall 
all be consumed— 7^^^^^ ^ ^o hope now ! ' * He stood 
at her feet; the strong intelligence of his face fas* 
einated her. eye in spite of the danger. What 
could he mean] In an instant the sagacity o£\ 
his instinct fished upon her. To tbe ploughed i 
field ! Yes, there was hope, and there alone. \ 
She seized the two younger, children in one arm, . 
and 'almost liftiog the other by her hand^she fled 
along the trodden path, the delighted dog going 
b^ore, and mamfesting his joy by eyery sign in 
his p4> wer. They gain the fence— ?the fire is at their 
heels, it almost Misters their unprotected fapes! 
One or two morelei^, and the herbless ground is 
gained. The firoihas notihing now to feed on, and 
almost faint with the sudden and certain safety, the 
exhausted mother drops on the ground among het 
helpless infants. 

" Merciful Savior, what an escape !" In a few 
zninutes the flames are besieiging the house, the logs 
covered vdth dry bark are bat a morsel in their 
fierce jaws, the hav-stack takes fire, tod communi- 
clttes to tiie rest of the cabin, and while the great 
volume of the fire sweeps among the trees and over 
the plain, it les^yes the heavier materiats to be con* 
snmed more slowly. Long did the light of the^ 
burning hojoie, therefore, blight the eye of. the lone 
woman jafl:er lite " prairie foe" had done its worst* 
ground her and gone, bearing ruin and devastation 
to the northern plains .and groves* Worn out by 
the terrors of the night, she sank into the sem- 
blance, of sleep, on the naked earth, among her 
babes, witb her faitbfiil protector crouched at her 
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CHAPTER IV. 



^HE woke in the taommg to tlie diottd reiikf' 
which had been brieflj fatgomtea^ hut which nt>w 
broke with stmiiiiiig force upon h^ senses. Her 
childrevi were chiSed aiid hun^. The spoc 
where late their pleasant heai^thnde shone ^as a 
heap of mQialdering bratids and blackened a^iigs^ 
with which the morning wtndft wei^ toying^^ in 
merry pastiine. There was neither food nor skei*^ 
ter! and >^n she rose to her feet and locked 
ont upon the plain,H^ strange appearance staitled 
her. It seemed inote boundless than ever, and the 
blackness of desolation brooded over evely loot 
of It, It was clean shorn of every blade rf vegeta- 
tion, and appeared, wiiiiin the last few hours, ta 
hare been mighted with a curs^ from which the 
smiles of heaven could scarcely redeem it. 

With faltering steps the unhappy woman galh« 
ered hei: little ones, and prepared to leave their 
cheerless bed. But whither should tney gol there 
was no home within many milcis. Beside her own 
little roof she had not i^efn another since tiiey left 
the last setdement. To seek shelter or bread, 
therefore, from others was impossibie. Her only 
Resource was te search the wiisted w^ood and 
plain 'fol- roots or nuts, or whatever might be Idb 
to support life, tiH her htesband's return. The fire 
of her cabin would warm the shivering babes for 
one or two days at least, and if help came not 
then, she must trust herself to the mercies of a 
]Oumey over the bleak desert. ^ 

Binding her steps, therefore, co\v9rds the smoul* 
dering ruins, she sooithed and warmed h^ children, 
and set out with the generous dog to search the ^ 
grove for food. It was a desperate pilgrimage : 



LIFE IN PRAIBIE LAI^I). 6T7 

inost of the nuts and fruits in the vicmity of the 
house, had ^ been gathered and deposited in the 
loft for winter use ; and of those that were left 
upon the ground, fevy^ had escaped the consuming 
flames of the previous night. Occasionally she 
fojind one sheltered by a decayed log or a neayy 
clump of grass, which the fire m its baste had not 
istopped to devour. But they were rare» and she 
had three -mouths to feed beside her own! A 
scaiity meal was, however, obtained, and she re- 
turned to" die fire. The warmth relieved their 
'euiferiji^ more eftectually than the coarse morsel 
they had eaten. . The little ones wondered v^here 
.the house was, but rejoiced in the great pile of 
burning logs, and after a little time, thie mother 
Kad the happiness of seeing them forget their hun- 
ger in sonae merry games. 

Long and intens^y this 1day did her eyes dwell 
on the wide^ black plain ! She had no need to 
look so earnestly, for the most careless glance would 
have revealed the white cover of the waggon if it 
had been moving over the dark surface. Noon 
{>a8Bed, and brought no signal of mercy. She 
^ould see the brown deer leaping timidly over the 
scorched waste, and -the grouse wneeling his sfaort| 
Bwift flight from place to place ; but this was- alL 
Another night oi dreadful solitude ! exposed to 
cold and hunger, and to the starved wolf ! shelter- 
less, weaponless^the dog their only defence. 

During the day she had found a few of the 
groun4*nutfr, which grow quite abundantly in the 
edge of the groove ; with these she fed her little 
ones ; and parting with nearly all her clothing, 
yvrapped them in the scant covering; and witti 
pleasant words, while her Ijeart was burstings 
^ooth0d th^m to sleep, and laid them on the charred 
turf to the vmdward of the smoking pile, while, 
Aa 
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with ber noble dog, sbe sat down, to wa,tch tbeir 
slumbers. At intervals, for several Hours, tbe 
winds bore to ber .acbing ears tbe sbort, queru- 
lous barking of tbe small prairie wolf, and once or 
twice her very blood curdled when the sbrffl, dis- 
mal bowl, by vvhich the large, grey wolf summons 
his neighbors for an attack, resounded over the 
bleak waste ! The night was utterly black. Be- 
yond the little circle, faintly lighted by the wasting 
embers, nothing could be discerned.. Her eye§ 
would not warn her of an enemy within three 
yards ; and as ofi:^n as she peered into the dark- 
ness at every new sound, the faithful doff would 
nestle to her side and lick her hand; and lum his 
intelligent eye& toward hers with an expression of 
sympathy and confidenqe that cheered her solitary 
vigil more than she could telL 

The cold winds howled around her thinly clad 
frame and chilled it to tiie core* The noises one 
by one died away, and, spite of the horrors of her 
condition, a drowsiness stole over her which she 
could scarcely resist Her eyelids drooped, and 
her shivering body swayed slightly to and fro, 
when the smouldering ends of the logs tumbled 
into a new positipn, and sent upward a volume of 
shining, crackling sparks, which roused her sinking 
lenergies and braced her for another hour's watch- 
ing. At last the darkness became prbfoundly 
silent ! Save the steady pressure of the vnnd, hot 
a sound was heard. The nocturnal wanderers 
seemed to have withdrawn to their haunts, and left 
nature to the undisputed reiffn of night. Chilled, 
and faint with fatigue ana fasting, the lonely, 
watcher could no longer preserve her wakefulness ; 
she curled her shivermg form close to the sleeping . 
babes, and left the vigil to the faithful dog. 

It was stupor rather than sleep thi^ locked her 
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fi^ulties tiU the cry fqr food recalled itnem. Tbe 
fire wd8 dumnishing ; the sun was up, but he 
looked coldly through a mcuss of leaden Vapor that 
was crowding up the south-eastern sky. The 
whole heav^M were curtained with, the still, sul-^ 
len miuss \^ich threatened eveiy moment to de- 
scend in rain. A few hours before, she had thought 
her condition could sei^cely be aggravated. But 
the inlpending storm was little less to be dreaded, 
in their feeble state, than the terrible foe which 
had exposed them to it. Her limbs were stiff and 
foil of pain ; her brain reei^d, and her sight became 
dim, iis she rose to her feet and prepared to search 
the grove once naore for spmeti^g to sustain Ufo 
in lier hungry children. 

Her own desire for food was gone ; she would 
have locidied the most tempting viands. But when 
die little ones Hung upon her garments and b^ged 
foir bread, she summoned her iakxtiiig limbs Xa one 
more efibrt; and, taking a direction Which had n^ 
l>een tried before, she found, after a long and pain^ 
fnl ftearch, a fow stalks pf the ground-nut, which . 
lier feeble hands, with difficulty, removed from thehr 
firm hold upon the, soil. The roots of these afforded 
aixuKTsel wberewi^ ta still the cries that pierced her 
heart. And wh^i there was no forther hope, and / 
her limbs tottered beneath her, and strange rack- ' 
ing pains wrung her worn body, she hastened back 
to the spot which stiU seemed home, thougli nought 
of home was there, and folt, if her hour were come, 
it were better to lie dowii and perish ^bythos^ 
consecrated ashes, than in ihe cheerless wood. A 
diizzline rain was filing when she reache<i the 
spot, and threatened to increase. It woidd be im- 
possible to preserve the firelonjg; but pushing the 
brands together, she gathered her trembling little 
ones ^boiit her kaees, and, between her periods of 
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•gonj, Mttglit ta inipfess' their >niem6ries wiih tkA 
terrible erents that had befallen them. She eft* 
deavored to make the eldest boy comprehend thai 
he might be. the only narrator whom his- father 
wo^ld find, shoold he ever return ; and left maay 
tender me8Ba]B;es for him and for her fitat^bonu 
With pallid, tearfiil €^e he promide4 to ^o as she 
desired; but urged her to tell him where dbe 
^/fould be wh^i his &ther c^me, «id whether h& 
little brothers ¥r6re going with her, to leave him 
aU alone. 

The ratn^ increased, and their v drenched giu> 
ments gave the chilling blast redoubled power.. 
TlkB embers hissed imd blackened^ and soon re^ 
fused to warm the shaking group. Like the puBga 
id death srew the mother's agos^y !'-— as certain and 
relentlesa ! And there, beside t£e reeking ruins of 
her- home, the black earth beneath, and the pitilesB 
Btxmn above, there alone, hmr only attendants die 
heh)le8S children and the dog, who ^at at herhead^ 
and seemed ahm^ td weep over her writhmg 
fi>rm« the hapless woman gave^biith to a little be^*^ 
in^ whoae eyes never ^ened to ^e descdation of 
its naial hour ! 

Long 4id the mother £e unconscious alike of 
the terror-stridccn criea of the chiildren, and the- 
moaning caresses of her dumb friend. The day^ 
was hx advanced when her eyes ctp^wed on th^ 
dreadfiil scene^ The cold rain was^pou^ing stead- 
ily down, and twilight seemed to ho? £unt eyes to 
be creeping over the earth; A pleasant aotmd was 
nn^ng in her ears, but it was either U' dream, m 
its import had fieidecl from her mind before it was 
fully grasped. She made an effort to rise, but f^^ 
senseless. Once again, her eyes opened, and this 
time it was no illusion. The eldest of her little 
watches was shouting in hqr ear, "Mother,. I see 
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fiuhe^^ waggon;" tod tibez^'-iiideed U was^eloed 
at bogcid l^efore W tmti^ained eje had disecrvered 
k.' All day it bad beim l^Uineaarofis tbe hUA 
prairie ! Th« rain bad sbfteiiea the txaf^ aad tbe 
wbe^lfl ««ok witbQOt <n]Uii»g it; ao tba$ i^ laat 
&w i^i3ah9 ymd h$en inoonc^vabfy tediaua. Tbe 
mocumiog gai^b of tb^ plain bad ptruek tbe beairtB 
q£ botbfaSler .and son with indescribable t€kro€. 
The former wduld bate left bia slow. team and 
flown across it, but bis bob badebarge of tbe^iow^ 
•and tbia was Jbnj^^issibku More alarmed and eic- 
ei^ be adTaiiC£^d» be Waa stiU obliged to restrain 
}m intense feeUngsi, and accommodate bis progress 
.to tbe alow mo^on of tbe tired cattle. Ni^t drew 
cm before tbe desolaticai of bis borne was revealed 
to bim. Wb^i witbin about a mile be ^bouid bave 
diaeoyeired tbe bouae^ but aU was a leVel^ wast^! 
Unable: longer to endute tbe torture^ be spmng 
forward, leairing tbe animals to follow as.tbey cboee. 
He flew, be abouted, and tbe dog bounded to meet 
tbe wol^known Toioe. Wben^ tbe boy saw tbe 
•waggon, ibe &th&c bad just lefl; it, so tbat even as 
be sq>eated' tbe jayBil tidii]^» tbe stricjcen man 
ttood over tbemi,. balf^iqpifled by the efibzt to 
comprdiend tba ^iiatune and eoUeiy; of b» ealami- 

^ties- • ' .'\,-- . \' " ' -^ -l 

A groi^ of perishing children, an in&nt corpse, 
a dying wife 1 and alh all gone» wbenswith to 
minister even .the decent ceremoones oi such a 
period. Ob, how bitterly bis heart cursed tbe day 
when be trusted iba treacherous beauty tbat in- 
vited him th6l!e« He raised the dying woman in 
his arms ; the seal Was on hex: glazing eye, and the 
faint fluttering at her wrist foretold tbe last and 
•worst th^ could, befall him! Slowly, wend by 
word, she told her agonizmg tale« He threw hk 
cg^arments over her, and wiped the rain-drops firom 
aa2 
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ber &ce, and drew ber Co bis beart. But tbe cold 
dew returned, and told tbat «torm or sbelter would 
be soon the same to berl He prayed ber for- 
givenessy and iiTitb wild^ incoberent words, acci^sed 
bimself of ber cruel murder. - Sbe vi^icated bim 
from tbese accusations with aU ber little strength, 
and with many messs^ees for ber absent son, and 
many prayers forber dear ebildi^en andlbeir father^ 
she resigned ber breath, just as tbe last light was 
fading frotti the western sky, - 

Sbe had begged that her tomb might be made 
oil the 'site of the burned cabin. And there, when 
be bad watched two days and nights by her un- 
sheltered corpse,' and hewn a rough coffin to 
receive her and her untimely babe, she wad de- 
posited. Tbe grave was a rude boHow, scooped^ 
with sticks aiid the hands of the widowed husband 
and bis sons. TheLpreparations were completed 
and the dead lowered on tbe afternoon of the 
second day. At midnight a tro<op of famished 
wolves attacked the holy spot, and but fi>r the rifle 
of tbe husband, would have torn its sacred con- 
tents from their rude repose. The next day he 
felled the nearest trees, and laid them in the rorm 
of a vault on the spot. An^l this it is which greets 
.the traveler's eye so many miles away on the 
untenanted prakie I - "^ 

The grove has since retired and left the toml| 
alone ! a bold and solitary mark on the high bne of 
the horizon. The plain below is still unchanged. 
It is the same rich, green expanse m summery the 
same bleak, bowling wiuste m winter. It is now 
skirted with fcums under the edge of tbe wood- 
lands. . 

One cabin has sprung up in its midst, on the 
bank of the'fetream. But it is forsaken and . dilap- 
idated, Its^ door is gone, and the rQugh planka 
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which made the floor have been used as fuel, by 
eihigrauts who hare encamped near it. Its small 
cellar yawns dismally in the face of the curious 
traveler who looks within. 



CHAPTER V. 

Such were some of the incidents of early life on 
the frontiers of prairie land! Yet liie hcffdy set- 
tlers came and dotted the little grbyes with their 
cabins and inclosures ; their domestic animals in-^ 
creased raph^ly on these rich pastures; and in a 
few years n'om the ^ime the fhrst dwelling was built 
on tlie border of a^ptairie, coneiderable herds^ of 
cattle and lairge droves of horses might be seen 
frolicking and feeding on it. The early settlors 
were particularly fond of the latter animal. Living 
bfr they did/ in ^e vicinity of abundant and deH^ 
cious game, they cared comparatively liple for the 
flesh of domestic animals: They used the- ox less' 
for draught too, than the agriculturist of the east* 
tern States do. The turf of dieir fields <mce broken, 
they have little further use for them. Their motion 
is too slow to suit the quick and changing desires of 
the frontiersman. His work must be done quickly, 
and at brief periods. He is not the steady, pa- 
tient laborer of twelve or fifl;een hours. If his 
seed is to be put in the earth, he plants a few 
acres, then mounts his fleetest horse, and rides to 
the neighboring town to address his fellow citizens 
in behdf <^ his own or his friend's claim to some 
politicar ofiice ; or he takes his rifle and pursues 
the deer, or hunts the grouse or quail. 

Thus swift horses are the most valuable stock of 
these people. Beatity, however^is rarely combined 
with fleetnessy and ^e best are generally siiort? 



lived, Hatai is attributed to tjbe ewAy pm<od "at 
which they are trained ta-aarvioe, to the random, 
uscertaiB character of their lahoM* aad perhaps 
not less than either, to the exposures they endure 
for want of shelter and proper care. 

For a western setUer w^ Hve many years on 
his Iferm, without ever having a bam, or other out- 
building of any kind) except a ' very small com 
mb, am- solnetixnes a stable, the dimensions of 
which correspond better to those of a poultry 
houae, than anything else. If bams are built, they 
come along after many years, under the head of 
admissible luxuries. The threshing is done in 
the open air upon j» piece of ground made hard 
i>y repeated ti^ading, in the vicinity where the 
grain la usUaUy stacked. Th# horses and horned 
oattle run out all winter ; atid from the lit^ care 
that is taken of th^n, look miserably, long bdbre 
the spring herbage comes to their r^e£ The 
ooata of the latter* particularly, aland up like the 
'hairs of the caterpillar, and shako it) the wind, 
making their pjoor owners look as.if suffeting under 
fever fmid ague. 



The country bordeiring on Rock Biver, in 
nearly its whole length, is one of the most beauti^ 
ful that can be ima|[ined. The stream iuelf is a 
cleM* and generally rapid current, ruhning over 
ledges of lime rode or beds of fine gravel and 
sand. Its banks are beautifully divemfied with 
grove and lawn, ' whidi sometimes form natural 
parks of many miles in extent. The trees of 
these lands are principally the white, black, and 
red oak, iiit0rq>ersed with the ekn, hickofy, and 
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iMttenpt im i^ntali ntimbcrB, TlMre U rarely any 
undergrowlfaf oiiless it be of wilid flowers^ or froit- 
bearing diraba fiend Tines. Tlie blmckbeiry is very 
abtfiidan|.in aome, and in oUiers the mandrake iff 
found in great profusion. The grass is ofsparser 
growth aaoDBg the trees than on the prairies, and 
tS» cieaAtUr^ spread, beneadi the li^tly woven 
bosigli8,Kis a ohamung speetade to the eye, «nd 
still more tempcnig to feet J&atloTe to stray, amid 
beeutifol solitude* When I visited thia region, it 
wa^ the. heyday a£ nature. , Midsummer among 
these cool copses, green lawns, and swift streams^ 
is a joyOuB eeacon, aftd if to ^eder one adds a 
small cabin filled with the- pleasantest friends, 
books und pictures^ and announded with a few 
families of the dioicest society, it will not be dif« 
fieiik to niiderstand why I often wish that the 
eastern potentate conld haeve made hia ten di^f 
experiment witiiouet his augnst retinae in the little 
town of C-; — ♦ But no paradise is ever entered 
widko^it Bome prerious struggles which serve to 
beigbten its enjoyments^ Pemaps they coidd not 
be complete without these preparaioty contraats; 
Theologians so affirm^ and the^asaertion is not desti* 
tute of a strong resembknce to truth, in my own ex*- 
penence on thk occasion. Certain it is, that if the 
strength of the one is ptoportiooed to the mtensity 
of the other, I had a just claim to all die deligtits 

which suxvoUnded me at C > , To reach them» 

I had endmred a solkary ride of three long sommer 
days, (think of that, ifor a lady with a tongue !) over 
seorcfaing plams on whidi not a drop of rain h^d 
fidlen for joany weeks. The feet of fenr bones 
and 1^ wheels of a heavy^ coach conseqtuendy kept 
a dense cloud of dust afloat, which, akhongh it 
maj have seemed to the lookers-on very majestic, 
marching oi^er ^ prairie^ to lend a sort of halo to 
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our progress^ by no means contributed to the coin« 
fi^rt either of the outward or inward pOTSon. 

Our dining place on the first day was at the 
principal, hotel in the flourishing town of North- 
ampton. It (the town I mean, and the hotel may 
as well be included, for it is the only building in 
it) is nestled pleasantly among sdme hazels and 
scrub oaks, on. a. little elevation, which you jm>- 
proach by « ivinding road from below. The 
face. of the hill is quite bold ad you como up 
from the south ; and on its brow are perched the 
remains, of a windmill, which soirie apeculating 
settler, not having the fear of Don Quixote befi>re 
his eyes, had erected there, in the hope, which ap- 
pears to have been vain, <tf reulizing filthy lucre or 
corn meal from its labors. You ascend the hill, 
and, al the same instant, are quite aatonifihed to 
find yoorsfilf before. the piazza of a house, i^^ich 
a tall sign*post points out as the '^ Korthampton 
Hotel.'! , ^ - 

, If siffn-boards were, like title-pages, any indica- 
tion of the fare to which thefy direct, the table of 
this hbuse would afford you fewer delicacies than 
most of its guests find upon it The artist seems 
to have been been a severe lover of the usefiil, 
and to have told his story in the plainest of all 
possible black letters, upon the oirtiest of all 
white NSur&ees. I did not notice whether any of 
the characters ^were inverted, or had turned their 
backs upon their. neighb(»'s, a thing notxmcommbn 
in that country of large freedom; but I think I ton 
safe in saying, that the title-page of this house was 
not an illtuninated one. The same cannot be said 
of the room to which the guests are ushered. 
There is nothing very striking in its furniture, 
fimsh, or proportions, on first entering;^ but its 
'beauties grow upon the eyq ; and you experience 



LIFE IN PEAI&IE hAVm &87 

dome astonishment, on looking ^bout, to find. your- 
self in a sort of stereotyped picture gallery. I 
scarcely know to what school these efforts belong. 
That they are original lioes not-admitof question, 
but^ whether the artist excelled in coloring or com?- 
position, whether his pictures are allegorical, his- 
torical, or merely representatives of nature in her 
oinithological, zoologicsd, and floral creations, I 
must leave to virtuosi to determine. It was a 
ptobiejn with me^ afteV £ had spent a considerable 
part of two hours in examimng them, and it^stiU 
remains so. They are executed in red, green,, 
and blue, on a. plaster sur^sice, and consist of a 
great variety o€ vines, curiously interwoven and 
knotted, on which are perched as vapous a collec- 
tion of birds. I judge i>f the variety of the former 
&pm the different colors of the leaves only, i6r 
none of them seemed to be in flower. Some 
gloried in green stalks and blue leaves, while 
others donned the extraordinary altogether, an4 
sported leaves ''donie'ki'' Spanish brown, from 
stems *\ done in " blue ; others combined ail these 
colors, and, twined and grouped as they were, 
presented a lively, az^d pleasing effect. 'There was 
but one point in the room where the satist con- 
descended to enlighten his admirers ; this was on 
the lower fece of the stairway.- Two heavy cir* 
eular lines, the outer red, the inner bhie, inclosed 
"^a large sanguinary figtire, which more resembled 
■the peeve's'- hearts, without the appendages, as 
they are exposed in market, than. anything else in 
nature. with which I am acquainted. On its upper 
surface were perched a pair of bii'ds, apparently 
yoking eagles, in hot combat, for their ferocious 
talons were lacerating the heart, and their beaks 
interlocked, with such amazing fierceness, that if 
die hold of one had yielded, his antagonist must 



SM UFS Ilf ntAOOB jAA^n>i 

havB been jxrecipitated, in tenriUe diaotder, to the, 
ground. Eight letters were delineated between 
Sie concentric lin^; they were at equal ^i^tancea 
from e^h other, and a full period of n^ost tivid 
green Buceeeded each. These letters were an 
immense puzzle. I read ihein from 'all points ; 
from above, from below, from the eides, from the 
points forty-five degrees from the horizontal and 
vertical fines ; butt all to no puqpoae* I was about 
abandoning the eriterpiise in despair, and had 
taken my pencil to copy the curiosity, for the 
benefit of ^aamed societies, both native and foreign, 
when I found that the letters L. O. V. E*p written 
oa a atraight line, spelled a word with which I ^ 
waSxtolerably femiliar ; and, a key once obtained, 
I was not long m unlocking the ring which con- 
tained the- mystery' It was a beanttful ioltition, 
mad the performance of it raised no tricing degree 
of complacency in my own miuU, as well a.s les^ 
pect in that <)(~the host for nly sagacity. He con- 
sidered the Love Ring one of the best jokes. that 
could be enjoyed at the expense of his guests, and 
laughed as beart^y at each explanatioB of the 
mystical letters as if they were perfectly new and 
contained the essence of idl wit. 

, I could start no reasonable supposition, explan- 
atory- of this artistical phenomenon, except that 
some impoverished Titian had wandered thith<9r« 
and being unable to defray in money the- expeQ^e 
of a sc^oum« had at the instance of th^ thrifly land- 
lord turned his genius to account upon the walls. 
of the reception room. 

The hostess meanwhile plied her vocation in tha 
neatest of all kitchens, directly back of ^is room. 
Three or four sturdy children shared the apatt- 
ment with her, and from time to time engaged in 
the diacussibn of varipus questions of authority a^d 
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domestiiB polity, on which they app^red to have 
adopted Qpposite opinions. The warmth of their 
arguments occasionally brought the maternal palm 
somewhat smartly over the meatus auditorium, and 
led the pazties to abandon their respective points; 
but always with a look iVhich said pMnly, '< Sea 
if I don't give it you next time." 

(^poaite the hotel stood— «nd I presume still 
stands— the skeleton of a large house which had 
been erected some two years before, and had pro-^ 
grossed in a most singular manner to a state of 
partial completion. It was partly jt>ofed, partly 
mclosed at the sides, partly plastered; some a£ 
the floor was laid, one chimney almost finished, 
some of the windows were in; tbe cellar was 
partly excavated, one or two do<»s were swinging 
on their hinges; a picket fence extended two* 
thirds the lepgth of the yard, and the climax was 
cnrowned by a gate that stood agape about midway 
between the extremities. The enterprising owner 
had abandoned it at this stage of its erection, and 
offered it for sale iis "a. large house in the beauti* 
fill and flourishing town of Northampton." I trust, 
for the credit of £e place, it has found a purchaser. 



CHAPTER VL 
Ws left our artistical landlord, and liie next 
8t<^ping-place was twenty-two miles away. There 
the night was to be spent, in case any amical^e 
arrangement to that efiect could be made with the 
muskitos who had previous possession. The land- 
lady too, as I had learned, was rather testy, and 
on my arrival, I found it even so. She had come 
originally "fi-om New York ; but twenty-five years 
of frontier life had sharpened many points of a 
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cHarieu^r originally salimit, and the absolute do- 
minion vibicli she held over the comfort of those 
who sought her roof, the only one for twenty-seyen 
miles of road, had made her capricious and impe- 
rious in the extreme. Nothing, she asseverated, 
could give her greater pleasure than to entertain a 
lady or gentleman; and vdio should know such 
better than she, who had come from, the city of 
^ew York!^ Having learned therefore the cue, 
it was not difficult to stimulate the good woniian's 
love of pleaidng, so as to secure her most courteous 
hospitahty. Her own room tvas tendered me, with 
a flowing bowl of water and an ample Irown 
towel, for making a toilet, after the dusty ride. . 
Just as this was con^pleted, we were all summoned 
to the tea table, which was laid with a snowy cloth, 
under an open shed attached to the rear of the 
house, and looking ^directly into^the grove, v 

The sun was just setting, and the long shadows 
falling aslant the grass would have made a delight- 
fid accompaniment to our delicious supper, had 
not certain admonitory twinges about one's feet 
and ankles put sentiment to flight, and given warn- 
ing of more serious troubles yet to com^. 

It was very warm ; and how we were to exist 
during the night with the sleepitig rooms closed so 
as to. exclude these marauders, was a problem 
which I could solve oh no other supposition than 
that muskito-bars surrounded our b^ds. To as- 
certain whether this item should enter into the 
anticipations of the evening, I put the proposidon 
to our hostess in a general and abstract form, that 
where these insects were so numerous, it was a 
great luxury to sleep under the bars and listen to 
their wailings, vdiile you were perfectly secure 
from attach. She assented heartily, and added 
that she wished all her beds were thus provided ; 
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but that, J&om one cause and another, she had der 
layed fiirmshing any but h6r own ! ' This ^onounce- 
ment efi^ctually quieted all m^ hopes of xest for 
that nighL ' 

" How long have you lived here, madam r' I 
ventured to ask. 

" Twenty-one years." 

"And how long have you kept a public-house 1" 

" Ever since we came." ^ 

" And the muskitos have divided the spoils with 
you all that time 1'* 

*^Yes." 

" How far is it to the nearest town Y* 

*• Eight miles." 

** How often do you go there 1" 

" Once or twice a week." 

** How much does the muskito-bar cost a yard ?" 

" Two bits and a pic, or thre^ bits." ' 

I matde no comment at the close. of this conver- 
sation, and may add here, that at every step i felt 
as if I were walking over a mine that might spring 
at the n^xt, and add a discordant bass to the mus- 
kito tenor diat by this time had gathered its full 
strength for the night. The good woman, how- 
ever, in respect, as Captain Dalgetty would say, 
I had resided in her favorite city and should prob- 
ably return to it j and lit respect, moreover, of the 
assurance of the driver, given aside, that I was "a 
rig^ smart lady," for my husband had gon^ a very 
long journey to tihe west (though how this fact 
demonstrated his i&iendly assertion I could never 
clearly perceive), bore the questioning with the 
most obtuse good i»ature. . I almost wished, when 
I saw how pleasantly she took it, and felt my face; 
neck, hands, and feet swelling and burning under 
the stings of th^ rapacious legions, that i^e had 
warmed a Ctde. She remained cool, however, and 
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offer^ me the choice of two ^roomB; one on tihe 
upper floor, under the western" slope of the roo( 
which had been cloded all day, and consequently 
afforded about as rational a prospect of repose on 
a July night as the- engine-room of a steamboat 
It contained three beds and not orer a million of 
muskitos. Each of the former she pledged her^ 
self to- have occupied by the females of the house, 
who would, she reasoned, share die depletion to 
which otherwise I alcme should be doomed* The 
apartment beneath this contained one bed, a post- 
office, and, as nearly as I could guess after escaping 
from it, something more than ten times the number 
of muskitos that ha4 tendered their serric^s in 
the one above. The bed was curtuned with thick 
chintiE, from which she argued the niuskitoB co^d 
be expelled by the smoke of a few chip* laid 
upon a shovel of coals, after which, nothing could 
be more easy than to ftusten the curtaimi w& pins, 
and so enjoy uninterrupted repose. 

The" circumstance on which she most congnet- 
ulated me in tliis case was, diat I could make the 
little apartment widiin so tight that the muskitos aod 
even the air would be effectually excluded. The 
good lady, therefore, stoodquite adbiast, when at the 
close of her harangue I asked, witk a kind of des- 
perate resignation, to be Ughted to the upper room I 

Here I did service, turning, smiting, and groan- 
ing, until a rap at the door, just as the dodc strudk 
one, announced that some fellow-suffers: had 
grown desperate, and abandoned the attes^t to 
sleep. 

** Is the lady hyur,'* cried the voice at die door, 
in a tone by no means indicative of the tranquiUitj 
essential to rest on a summer night, ** vrbo is going 
north in the stage V* 

"Yes." 
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" Well, it will be ready in fifteen minuter." ' 
" But you were not to start till daylight." 
" '1 1 shouldn't, but I reckon we may as well be 
going; as to Bta^ here and be bled to- death by 
these — • muskitos," 

It would be superfluous to add that the closing 
substsndTe was preceded by one of the strongest 
compound adjectives which the language affords. 
J[n fifteen minutes, therefore, we were on our way 
fiom the residence of the New York landlady/ 
I had almost forgotten to add diat she had a hus- 
band— *an intelligent, but very quiet, good-natured 
xtian, whom one would almost expect to find set 
down among the fixtures, if th^ premises were 
offered for side. He had evidently preserved his 
thrift and industry, notyirithstanding his early res- 
idence in the country^ for his fields were well 
fenced, his crops luxuriant, and a fine growing 
orchard lay in m>nt of the house. 

At eight o'clock we arrived at the beautiful little 
Tillage of Princeton* Here we breakfasted, at the 
first really filthy house I had seen on the route, 
and tins waa unequivocally so. There wa$ no 
disguising the table*cloths, the soiled dishes, the 
buried floor, or the untouchable towel ! that was 
banded me to make my morning ablutiomi. The 
court was in session here ; and among those sum- 
moned to the breakfast-table, I recognized several 
legal gentlemen fix>m different parts of the state. 
Some of these had marty inquiries to make in 
reference to the Oregon expedition ; the answers 
to which made me known as connected with one 
of those who had accompanied it. 

I afterwards experienced the. benefit of this in- 
direct introduction to the company, in the loquacity 
of the new driver, whose first greeting after we 
left the town was delivered firom a face inverted 
bb2 



294 LIFE IN F^AIRIB LAND. 

beneatti the right-hand comer of the coach roof, 
"I reckon now you'd be right glad to see youi 
gentleman this morning." 

As I was looking out in an opposite direction 
at the time, the familiarity of the address startled 
me rather suddenly from my contemplations; a 
fact which led him to " allow that it would not do 
for me to go Mich a journey, if I was as easy scar'd 
a^ that." On my assuring him that I was only a 
little siirprised, and could ilot conceive how a lady 
should be alarmed while she enjoyed bis protec- 
tion; he said he ** expected I was about right," 
and expressed a warm desire to see tite man or 
men who would offer any harm to a passenger of 
his, more especially if that passenger were a lady. 
As no one appeared to brave this defiance, he 
resumed his upright position, aild in a moment 
more the horses dashea off at full speed d.own the 
long "bluff" which borders the valley of the Bureau 
Creek. Occasionally in our rapid progress, I 
caught a glimpse of the precipice, on the brow of 
which the road winds; but on we went, sometimes 
hanging over it, at others, bounding against the 
bank on the opposite side. When we gained the 
level ground, the inverted fece again ^appeared 
beneath the roof. 

" I expect you're frpm the east V* 

"Possibly." 

'* I allowed you was, 'cause no western woman 
would ever a rode down that bluff at that rate 
without screamin like thunder. I druv ten yean 
in Kentucky, and four here, and I never carried a 
western woman that didn't holler like a painter 
every time I jolted her a little, or put the horses 
up faster than a trot." 

" Then you prefer, I suppose, to have feastem 
ladies ride vrith you 1" 
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" Yea, tiiat'd jiwt wbtit I do : if there's aagrthing 
QB airtk I hat^, it's hearin a Woman scream." 
Haying^xpressed his choice in these gentle terms, 
be returned to the perpendicular and dtbve on. 

We soon mounted the opposite \An% emerged 
i^rom ibe beautiful grove which crowns it, and 
entered on the prairie, over which the remaining 
sixteen miles of this stage lay. It is a high swell- 
ing plain, toge tracts of which were covered with 
the rosin yreed, then in ftdl flower ; this plant is 
well known to the^ inhQ,bitants of the prairies^ as 
affording a very pure white gum of a delicate 
flavor when chewed. Its leaves are very long, and 
about the width of ti hand ; they are cut in narrow 
scallops from the edge almost 4;o the centre. They 
dli spring from the root jUst where it rises above 
the turf, and the stalk shoots out from their centre 
to the height of four or six feet, and then it unfolds 
^m one to three flowers of a bright yellow hue, 
very similar ^in form . to the common elecampane 
of the eastern states. This plant used to be^ th^ 
Indians' compass and, dial. It was now just begin- 
ning to d^osit its gum in litl^le, pure, transparent 
globules on the stalls, and my friend on the box 
proposed to halt a few moments, and give me an 
opportunity to test its excellence. Deferring my 
desire, however,, to accept his proffered indulgence 
to the requisidons of the government, whose agent 
he was, I prevailed on him to proceed, expressing 
at the same time an intention to make the experi- 
ment at a more fitting time. 



CHAPTER VIL 
One hour more brought us to the point of wood- 
land Ttrhere stood the next <* stage-house." It had 
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consisted originally of one small cabiii of longli 
logs^ which in due tiiiie increased to two. They 
stood in friendly contiguity, and were united by 
their roofs. In the shady passage between, at the 
time of our arrival, the hostess was seated, with 
an apron full of green peas, which she was ejectiDg 
from their lawful prepiises, with one of the most 
forbidding scowls I ever beheld on the face ^f 
woman. What could have happened 1 I was very 
thirsty, but who could ask evep a cup^ of water 
ftom. the owner of such a face ? She kept her eyes 
studiously fixed upon her task, apparently deter- 
mined to afibrd me no opportunity to express my 
wants, or exchange a word dT conversation with 
her«. I was quite chilled,^ and began to feel ex- 
ceedingly uncomfortable at the prospect of the 
half-hour's stay which I had b^en mformed would 
be made here. I revolved in my mind every pos- 
sible form^f address which could act as an emol- 
lient to her excited feelings, and at last -ivas about 
to make a desperate onset, with my humble peti- 
tion, wben a couple of. children came rushing 
around the pomer of" the lower cabin, friH of fflee 
and merriment. 1 knew not if she v^^ere t£eir 
mother, but her face made them, shrink back 
and hold their breath. It vfas evident they had 
some experience, and that, whatever the cause of 
the phenomenon before us, the person who ]»«•* 
sented it vras not to be tampered with. I spoke 
sofUy ti> the elder of the two, a little girl of five 
years, and asked her to get me a bowl of water. 
She was gone a moment and crept back, whisper- 
ing, " There ain't no wpter in the pail, but I've got 
the dipper, and I'll show you where the spring is." 
I followed her down ia path that led to the foot of 
a little eminence on which the house stood, and 
having slaked jaaj thirati and gathered both curi« 
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otitj and couragfe during my absence, I determined 
to nmke an assault on the .icy fbrtificatkms of the 
pea-sheller. ^The whole affaicbeg^n to wear rather 
a ludicrous aspect aftet my doubts about the drink 
were renioyed, and now, when I had no favor to 
solicit, I perceived that the eountenauce, instead 
of being that of a dangerous woman, was expres- 
sive only of Tulgar and animal rage, which propri- 
ety'had hot taught her to suppress in the. presence 
of straneers. 

** Madam," said I, '' are you the landlady of this 
House V* 

"Yes, lam." 

'* Your situation here between two large unset- 
tled prairies enables you to make a great many 
people comfortable V 

** Yes, but I don't allow it's my business to look 
after other folks' comfort, when they don't care 
anything about mine/' 

** That depends upon circumstances," I replied* 
** If you keep a public-house^ you make it your 
business to attend to the comfort of pec^l^ who 
visit it, and all well-bre,d persons will certainly 
return your kindness, by consulting yours as far 
as possible." 

" Well, I don't want to keep tavern. Folks will 
stop here to suit themselves, I don't want 'em." 

'' But, my dear madam, ypu live in sucb a place 
that people must stop with you, or si^er afl the 
inconveniences of traveling through an uninhabited 
country. On*e of the greatest comforts known among 
civilized people is that of finding a pleasant substi- 
tute for your own home, when abroad. You have 
traveled enough, surely, to estimette this your- 
selfr' 

"No! I never traveled only when we come 
liyur, and then we camped and slop' in our wag^ 
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e^ons. If other fblks 'ud stay at bdrae, as I do, 
Uiere wouldn't be no need of having evetyv otter 
house a tkvem !" This . was bordering on. the 
personal 

" But, iny dear madam, people cannot always 
stay at.bome. Suppose now, ybur husband were 
to leave you for a few days on business,^and to bd 
taken sick during his absence, and send for you ; 
you would wish to go to hini. But you could not 
encamp on the way, if you were alone, and then 
you would want to see kind feces where you 
stopped/* " ' - 

"I allow that's a different case," said she, eyeing 
me sharply; " Is your husband sick!*' 

" My husband is a very long way firom hpine," I 
replied. 

" Well, that's another thing. If I could know 
when folks stopt kyur, that they was obleeged to 
go about the country on any such account, I 
wouldn't hate to wait on 'em so ; — but I reckon 
there's very few that don't ffo to speculate or see 
the country, as if there wasn't any about their own 
homes, or 'cause they're tod lazy to do anything 
else but ride about/' 

Just at this moment the horn sounded, and I 
was obliged to bM the inhospitable woman a hasty 
good morning. She had risen from the task I 
round her engaged on, and was standing, pail in 
hand, ready for the spring. 

" Good morning," said she, " when you come 
back. this way, may be I'll be looking better than 
I am to-day. I had four geutlemen here last 
night, and it rained on their beds ; tbey found feult 
with me, and I told 'em they might gd farther and 
do better if they could. I didn't want 'em hyur, 
I^had a right smart blow up with one of 'em. He 
tpld me we ought to be ashamed to Uve, here five 
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years, vntkt a xpof leaking, andS[ told bim we'd 
liye here ten years longer without mending it, if we 
chose, and he might go somewhere else for a dry 
bed if he wanted one; for he shouldn't have one 
here again ! But I see John's teani is at the 
fence. Good morning, ma'am. I hope you'll 
find your husband well." With these words she 
suffered me to depart, and went her own way. 

About four miles. on, we were stopped by a man 
emerging from a pleasant-looking cabin to deliver 
some message to the driver, who, I had forgotten 
to say, was a tall, sardonic-looking, half or quarter 
Indian, as silent as the other had been communicative. 
The man who hailed him; sglnounced that the day 
was very warm ; he. nodded assent : that his horses 
sweated ; another nod : that his wife was sick ; he 
nodded again : that she had been sick several days '^ 
another nod : and didn't get any better ; still an- 
other nod : and that he wanted to send for some 
lemons. This time the assent was accompanied by 
an abrupt offer to get them. ^ I reckon you may 
get three," s^d the prudent husband, depositing a 

shilling in his palm. " Tell to send me good 

ones." A!nother nod, ai|d we drove off, leaving 
the farmer gazing after us with his hand over his 
eyes, his teeth entirely exposed, yet still wearing 
an expression of profound admiration at the man- ^ 
ner in which his silent friend executed a right an- 
gle at the comer of his garden. 

It was twenty miles from this house to the near- 
est settlement, where medical advice or necessaries 
in sickness could be procured; and several miles 
to the nearest house where common aid, in case 
of accident or death, could be expected. This 
good man, however, seemed as nonchalant while 
sending for. his three lemons, as if he had but to 
^patch a boy across the .street I So much indif- 
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ference do people aequire by living in the ynilier- 
ness. He had come &om the eaat about ^ht 
ye^ir» before. 



CHAPTER Viri. 

At ibur o'clock we reached the southern bank 
of Rock River, at a. place caHed, indisorimin«telyy 
Dixon's Ferry, Dixon, and DixphviUe. By the 
first of these names it has been known many years^ 
as corresponding on Rock River* to Fort Clark* 
now Peoria, on the Illinois. There is much naitiiral 
beauty about the upp^ part of the tdwn. The 
bank of the riyer is broken, and ft bold bluff of 
lime-rock rises abruptly to a considerable height 
above the lowet level, the summit of which is 
wooded with open, beautiful barrens. The treses 
hang on the brow of the ledge, and wave their anns 
pleasantly to those below. A Szsb spring issues 
nrom the foot of the rock, but I did not visit it. 
Opposite this pcntion of the town is a beautiful 
plot of table-land, smooth as a summer lake, which 
Its owner had converted into eastern capital and 
western promises, by consenting to divide it into 
town lots. He had paid liberidlv^ an engraved 
map, on which the streets were adorned with 
trees, and the public grounds with churdies and 
other lof)y edifices. N^itlier the trees nor churchy* 
howeyet, seemed t6 have any very feir prospect 
of becoming distiuguished elsewhere. 

The old part of DixonviUe^ that around the feny, 
is built upon a bed of cream-colored sand, abound^ 
ing in fleas. The banks of the river are dotted 
with little copses and slightly broken. The north- 
em one rises into a high bluff, which, just below 
the ferry, ax>wd8 up to the water's edge, and 
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bears upon, its ^e an occasional tree or shrub. 
On the southern side, th^ bluff benda away from 
the termination of the ledge, and sweeping mland, 
leaves a low track, the r«ar of which is broken by 
bushy gullies that come down from the height 
above, and terminate in the sand-bed bef(»« spo- 
ken of. • 

I was set down, here, at ^anoth^r v^ry filthy 
house. But that which so disgusted me on first 
entering, I soon found to be one of the least- ob- 
jectionable features of the establishment. The 
landlord was one of that class of people in whom 
all mUiional and other distinctions ai'o lost in the 
ineffaceable brand of villany that is stamped upon 
them. One would nev^ pause to inquire whether 
he were American, Englidi, Irish, or Dutch. 
You felt conscious of the presence of a villain ; olie 
of those universal prowlers, whoiBe business it is to 
prey upon society, and who, when it will be most 
advantageous, prosecute their schemes albne, and 
when otherwise, surround themselves with a gang 
of ruffians, whose less dis^ised vices form a bar- 
rier between their leader and public indignation. 
He had a calm, imperturbable race, which, when- 
ever he saw that nis designs wcJre detected, as- 
sumed an expression of the most profound meek- 
ness and resignation, as if its owner Would say,. I 
know your thoughts wrong me, but what thent I 
can bear even that I 

I asked to be shown at once to a private room, 
and furnished with water and other things neces- 
sary to comfort, after a very warm and dusty ride. 
He escorted me to one adjoining the parlor. *'But 
sir," said I, observing boots, hats, et cet., standing 
about, " this appears to be a gentleman's room." 

"Yes, it is occupied by a gentleman, but he's 
out, and won't be here till night." 
Gc 
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"Hiive you* no room unoccupied 1" t inquired. 
'* Beside, tnere is no lock on the door 1" 

VYou need not fear interruption," he replied ; 
" I would give you the parlor, but we shall want 
to pass through there, and you can spend an hour 
latere without any fear of being disturbed.'' 

"Very well, sir. Be so good as to send me the 
water and towels immediately." 

They were brought at the expiration of ten 
minutes, by a gross creature, who united the 
characters of mistress, housekeep^*, and servant, 
to the miscreant ktndlcnrd. Her whole person and 
zhanner were of the most disgusting description. 
She deposited her burthen, and then placing a 
hand on each side of her ung^nly person, posted 
herself against the door, and commenced taking a 
deliberate survey of myself And my proceedings. 
I waited a moment, and finding that she intended 
to remain as long as her convenience or pleasure 
would permit, inquired if it formed any pact of 
her orders to remain 1 " No ; but didn't I want 
some help |" 

" Not at all ; the most effectual way of serving 
me will be to remove yourself as quickly ad pos- 
sible from my sights" , 
. She disappeared, and I barricaded the . door 
with trunks, chairs, and whatever else 'I could 
place against it. I had scarcely cojnpleted the 
task, when some person came rapidly up-stairs 
and through the hall, and seized the handle of the 
door with a violent push. 

"Open this door," exclaimed a harsh voice, rc- 
companying the words with another push, that 
made the fortifications tremble. I now added my 
own strength to the other securities, and informed 
the person that a lady and stranger was occupying 
the room for a very short period only, and that she 
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presumed he wbuld, a3 a gentleman, only require 
to be informed of this to be induced to leave her 
in peaceable pcMsession; or, if anything were 
wrong, to seek the landlord, who had placed her 
there* To this he replied, that any person who 
was in his room must leave it in a shorter space of 
time than it would be proper to describe; and 
that he Wjpuld see the landlord where it, was supr 
posed to be much hotter than it was there, before 
he would go after him on any such^ business. I 
now saw that I had done him great wrong, in sup- 
posing him accessible to any arguments that would 
touch a man or a gentlemim, and, therefore^ 
changed my ground. 

" Sir," said I, " I shall not leave this-roopa until 
I am ready, which will be a much longer time 
than you name. If you retire, and permit me, 
unmolested, to accomplish what I came here for, 
your room shall be vacated in fifteen minutes. If 
you remain there, I remain here ; and I have, be- 
side my personal strength, the aid of two very 
heavy trunks, and a rifle, placed against the door 
at about the height of a ^man's head. If you are 
not already acquainted with its content^, there is 
BYexj chance that you will become so, if you open 
this door by violence." Muttering some terrific 
curses, he retreated down the stairs, and I pror 
ceeded to make my toilet, in a trepidation which 
shameftdly belied my «tout words. It was com- 
pleted in a very short time, but even beftiire it was 
done the door was again rudely assailed, and the 
inquiry made whether I ** was not yet ready." I 
replied, that I should leave the room the first 
moment after I was ready, and that these visits, 
so far from facilitating my preparations, interrupted 
them entirely. Again d^e steps retreated, and, in 
a few moments, I removed the trunks and rifle. 
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and walked into the parlor. At the same moment 
the wretch came up-stairs, and ent^red^his room. 
He was a well-dressed, gentlemanly-looking per- 
son, and, strange to say, wore a wide crape band 
on his hat ! He peered sharply into the p£u:lor as 
he passed, remained in his I'ooixi about the fenrth 
of a minute without closing the door, and then 
disappeared doWn die stairs, and lounged away the 
evening about th€i bar-room and door of the house. 
• Everything I now saw convinced me that I waa 
in a deii of ^e foulest iniquity ; but imagination, 
stimulated as it was by fear, did not conceive tke 
half of what I afterward learnt to be true of the 
vile people who consorted therd; This place is 
the V icksbure of Illinois, and the enterprising 
proprietors of the mail line had chosen the hea£ 
quarters of the gamblers, counterfeiters^ horse 
thieves, et cet., as the most fitting place of enter- 
tainment for their passengers. I afterward learned 
that there vns an excellent house kept in the upper 
part of the town, remote from the pestiferous at^ 
mosphere of these wretches, but, being a stranger, 
I had no opportunity of profiting by it. The 
people who live here sre persons whose daily 
businesfi^ is the stealing of horses, the manufacture 
of counterfeit money, et cet; tod sitch' Was their 
strength at the period spoken of, that although the 
better populatioit of the place, of which I was in- 
armed there was a highly respectable body» held 
them in the abhorrence which their acts merked, 
they could make no demonstration against them 
without endangering their own and die lives of 
their families. Sometimes, exasperated beyond aU 
forbearance by their enormities, the citizens were 
driven to some feeble measure of self-defence; 
and, at this time, there was a set of counterfeiter's 
tools under execudon. But these movements 
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gisnerally ended in some tacit compromise, by 
which the villains were left to pursue tneir iniquity 
as before* 



CHAPTER IX. 

One instance of the recklessness in crime, ex- 
hibited by tiie wretches referred to in the last 
chapter, was related to me. A settler, who had 
opened a prairie farm some miles below the town, 
became the owner of a vety beautiful pair of 
horses. One morning they were, both missing. 
He at once started in pursuit, went directly up to 
the town, and, a few miles on his way, discovered 
o^e c^ them lying dead by the road -side. It ap^ 
peared that, for some reason, the robbers wanted 
but one, and, as the other followed his companion, 
they had shot lum down to relieve themselves of 
his presence.r These, and many more incidents, 
evincing the most shockinjg depravity, were related 
to me mer I^had escaped. 

- But meantime * my desire to reach the resi- 
dence of my friends that night, increased every 
moment I therefore sent lor the laildlord, and 

inquired the distance to C . By the way I 

should obseiVe that he added to the various call- 
ings already specified, some pretensions to the 
practice of medicine, and thi^t I had accidentally 
beard him enpeak to one of his comrades in the 
passage, of having but recently returned from a 
visit to one of his patients, about four miles above 
the place for which I inquired. The name, how- 
ever, when I mentioned it, seemed entirely new to 
him. He mused a moment, and said that really 
he could not tell* It might be between twenty 
and thirty miles down the river. There had been 
20 c c 2 
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a litde place settled down there somewhere, about 
a year before, perhaps he could find some gentle- 
man about the house whp could inform 'me. . 

« Let the distance be what it may,'' I said, *' 1 
wish to go there to-night." 

" To-night ! that is impossible. We could not 
send you there to-night on any terms. In the 
morning I ipay find it possible to takp you, or pro- 
cure an oj^ortunity for you to go with some per- 
son that is traveling that way." 

"As you are ignorant of the distance," I said, 
" you cannot name your charge undl you ascer- 
tain it." 

" No, though I think tt would be reasonable to 
say five dollars." 

I had paid but six dollars for the previous one 
hundred miles. '^Do you know, the distance to 

,** naming the place whjch he had visited that ^ 

day. 

** Not exactly, but I think it is about — " 

" You mean to say that you have never meas- 
ured it vdth t^e chain, but having been there to- 
day, you could doubtless form a tolerably correct 
estimate." 

He said that he had spoken of visiting a patient 
somewhere in the neighborhood of that place, it 
might be within half a dozen niilea or so. I replied 
that ** it was useless to attempt deception m so 
small and obvious a matter ; that I woidd willingly 
pay an exorbitant charge to get firom his house 
that moment; but as it was impossible, I should 
make up my mind to endure a night- in it. Let 
me hear from you," I said, " at the earliest hour 
in the morning, in reference to my departure;, 
and now, if you will oblige me by showing me the 
room I am to occupy to-night, I shall require 
nothing more." 
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"You are to sleep here,'f he replied, 9 there ia 
no other room unoccupied." 

" But this door has no lock, and if I am to jud^e 
of my security, from that which you promised m 
the first instance, I shall sit up ^1 night/' 

Oh, there would not be the l^ast necessity fpr 
toythin^ of the kind* This was the parlor — it waa 
never entered but by transient guest^ and if any 
came, they could be shown to another room. Ho 
^6gg*3<l ^ would fe^l perfectly assured, and apolo- 

rzed. in the humblest manner for the interruptipil 
had experienced in the other room.' The gentle- 
man Who occupied it had not seen him, and he did 
not know who might be in it or what they were 
doing. • He legretted, et cet. 

To this I replied, I should place no reliance on 
his promise, having found it worthy of none, but 
take good care to secure myself, and thus we 
parted. 

It should be remarked here as evidence of a 
degree of civilized feeling among these ruffians, 
thsit they felt themselves wholly unworthy the 
presence of a virtuous woman, tmd never expected 
one to appear at table with them. It was not the 
custom of the house, so jthe female before referred 
to informed me, for ladies to appear at the first 
table. 

" And pray where do ladties take their meals," I 
inquired, " when they are so unf(»tunate as to be 
obliged to eat here 1*' 

"If they are in a hurry to go, We tote it up hyur 
to 'em ; if they ain't, they wait and go to the sec- 
ond table !" 

" And who sits at the second table f' 

" Mr. , the landlord, and I, and the drivers 

and so on." 

A delightful circle, truly ! ,1 made no attempt 
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to get a meal that day, thougli I bad eaten naitbing 
since early breakfast at P. "^ 

Making, tbe best security I couH^ly placing 
the bedstiead against tbe door, I prepared to retire. 

The room was excessively warm, and bad a 
stench which rendered it intolerable, except the 
window were thrown wide opeiL The bed itself 
would have been pronounced foiled by a jury of 
Irish landladies ; 1 resolved, however, to in^e tbe 
best of the necessity which held me there, sxkd 
addressed myself to rest with an earnestness which 
was well rewarded by seven hours of uninterrupted 
oblivion. 



CHAPTER X. 

In the morning I learned that the good spirits 
bad sent to my relief an excellent old NeW Eng- 
land fanner, who resided some nules below the 
place td which 1 was bound. He was in a tidy 
farm waggon, carpeted with aii abunddnce of new 
mown hay, drawn by a pair of fleet horses ; and 
more than all, he was an intelligent, honest, high- 
minded man, and a pleasant companion on the 
ride, which proved to be but twelve miles. 

Before I saw him, however, the landlord in- 
formed me thit he had made the necessary ar- 
rangements, and paid the charge, one dollar and 
fifty cents. He remarked tbat it was reasonable, 
though more than he should have charged for that 
distance, if he had been going alone, and directly 
past the place. I paid it, j;ogether with his own 
bill, which was about the same as one pays at the 
Astor House for the same length of time, and told 
him that I never paid money more freely for any 
purpose than for leaving his house; that I pre- 
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iutned, in fixing his firot charge he had a just ap- 
preoiatioii of 'my condition, and of the ransom 
which any person would^ pay to be released from 
it ; and that, considering the relief whidi I should 
purchase hy it, it was a very moderate sum. 

Some remarks from my companion, on the way 
down, led me to inquire what he had received for 
my fare^and on his mentioning half the sum which 
I paid, I remarked that the fellow succeeded in 
robbing me of seventy-five cents at last I 

" Only that !" said he, " you may consider yourself 
yery fortunate; that is a small siam for him to let 
any stranger . escape for;" he added, by way of 
vindip£[ting himseU, that if he. had known it was 
a stranger whom be was to convey, he should have 
refused any conipensation, but that the iniscreant 
represented me as a won^an belonging to Ae 
house, whose fare he was to pay, and, continued 
the indignant old gentleman, '^1 considered any 
price too low to ^duce me to take, one of the gang 
;into my waggon, but it is not safe to come to any 
' open quarrel with them, so I told them I would 
take you for seventy-five cents !" > 

I hope the beautiful country has been purged 
of such a population befcnre this; It was appre- 
hended that the town would at «ome time be 
made the theatre of such a scene as was enacted 
at yicksburg. I rejoiced heartily to escape from 
it, and- still more to reach the hospitable and 
pleasant abode of my friend Mrs. P — ir-.^ We ar- 
rived, oppc^site the town, or rather ihe town site, a 
little after noon. The' southern bant of the river 
is low wad covered with very tall grass; but it 
rises gradually as it reirid^B, and finally swells into 
a high, rolling prairie, which divides Rock River 
from Winnebago Swamp. The northern bank, on 
which the town is Iwd out, rises bclldly up from 
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the water'4 edge to the height of seyenty feet,' and is 
crowned with a few scattered trees. Two cabins 
on contiguous lots, fronting the riyer, and an unfin- 
ished frame'd house, which wiU, when the street is 
built, be severa] doors abbve them, were all the 
evidences of town -life which ' I beheld when we 
stopped and hsdlooed for some one to row across , 
the little canoe which lay moored under the oppo- 
site bank, for myself and baggagsd. ^ ^ > 



Ik -due time the paasage was effected ; and* after 
a scramble up the steep t«ink, I feund my iHends in 
one of the idforesaid cabins, and a snug^ cheerful^ 
social little home it was, as any^ the country af> 
forded.. 

Here, also, were two otherladies visiting-— one a 
magnificent woman, whose beauty had won her the 
title of Queen of the West ; the other, her younger 
sister, a shrinking girl, just entering upon jvoman- 
hood, vnth rare beauty of person and extraordinary 
delicacy of character. Here we Were all good-na- 
tured, sdl friends, and all sufficiently accustomed to 
the unaccomodating necessities of western life, to 
inake their exactions occasions of merriment, in^ 
stead of chagrin, or ill-humor. A beautiftif coun- 
try was about us, we had horses tq ride, a carriage 
at our seirvice, a boat on the river, a swing between 
two tall trees On the bank, books, pictures, &c., 
in the house, and the most ample freedom to say 
what we would, range where we would, and draw 
amusement, pleasure, or instruction from any of 
these sources. 

Our famiharity with these same necessities vras 
OP triflbig advantage. When three guests were to 
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he entertsdiiecL in a little cabin having but one 
room, which answered the purposes of parlor, , 
dining and sleeping room^ and the smallest of all 
practicable kitchens, it will not be difficult for 
nice imaginations to conceive that there might 
arise certain points on which a strict adhei*ence 
to etiquet by all parties might have kept us in 
stcttu quo up to this period. For instance, if we 
.could not have yielded in some cases, where guests 
in a larger mansion wotdd think it impossible, we 
should never have gone to bed, or, once* in bed, 
we should, by the same rigid construction of the . 
rules, have remained there to the present day. 
There were five of us to sleep, three lady guests, 
oiir hostess, alid her husband. There w:ere two 
beds, and a most luxurious sofa. The debate on 
the first night was, 'who should take the sofa. It 
was cool, capacious, elastic, in all respects but 
one the most desirable berth of the three. But 
this one, alas ! It was &tal to sdl visions of dream- 
less sleep, on the cool hair-cloth. It was no con- 
stituent part of the sofa, nor of the pillows, nor of 
the linen. It did not enter into the composition or 
eonitftruetion of anything in ^its vicinity. It waiT 
not, strictly speaking, a physical difficult; neither 
was it, whether we consider its own nature, or the 
results of its operation on ourselves, in any sense 
a moral one. One might, at first, have pro- 
nounced it atmosphericsd; but this opinion ned, 
as did the patience of ^e sofa sleeper, before ihet 
tests to which he was doomed, it commenced 
with a sharp singing tone, which, continuing with- 
out the least inflection or variation, except that 
caused by the neifmess or dist^lnce of the perform- 
er, grew, in a short time; decidedly monotonous. 
Thus it would have lulled one to sleep in the 
piaasanttfst manner, had it Tiot, just as you were 
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patience, swingmg a large iron kettle filled witli 
smoking chips* This process is more briefly de- 
signated by Its technical name of " smudging** It 
was performed on the present occasion with great 
vigor, and interlarded with frequent apostrophes 
to those whom it was intended to put to rout, 
and. some passages of soliloquy that were very 
moving. 

"Oh you brown stinging imps, 1*11 give you 
enough this time to lay you up a day or two, I 
promise you. I'm not playing wiUi you now, you'll 
find, before this smu<ige is over-^^( Another fikibus 
swing and a smothered cough). Yes, these women 
would sleep if the smoke wa^ so thick you could 
cut it; if I could sleep as they do, the muskitos 
might have carried me off into some tree-top and 
left me there— (A blow with the palm]r. Ybu scoun- 
drel, come here when' my head is right over the 
kettle, will, you ]•*— I'll teach you to make game of 
me. By Jupiter, I'll smoke you till to-morrow 
night at this time, iT that's what you want-^(An- 
6ther sjvnng). Ladies, I don't -thmk you'll sleep 
much longer, if you do, you've got better bellows 
ihan I have— -(Another turn cflr two, swinging the 
kettle vehemently). There, you blood-thirsty ras- 
cals, how are you now, eh ! all still 1 You won't 
sing any more td-night, I'll warrant you. Now 
I'll see if I can't sleep a little.". So saying, he re- 
sumed his couch, apparently with every expecta- 
tion of undisturbed repose for the remainaer of 
the night I was just losing the recollection of this 
amusing scene, when a violent blow with the flat 
hand again aroused me. " Here again« are you t 
Mars 1 what a set of vampires ! If that smudge 
has not laid you up, there's no way to do it," By 
this time the smoke was very much diluted with 
ib& air circulating through the Gfen do<»v and 
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windows ) the inooB had burst through th6 clouds and 
lighted the whole scene within and without. There 
WQs a pause for a few moments, as if despair were 
gathenng resolution,. and then the suffering victim, 
enveloped in a sheet, rose and walked out of the 
door, muttering that he woUld try it at the water- 
si<)e. He crossed the lawn, descended the bank 
of the riyer, and was absent soipe ten minutes, 
whbn he' appeared again, having apparently made 
a fruitless search for a place of rest. His next 
resort was the unfinished house, but there it was 
no better ; and again the sheeted form appeared 
like an uneasy spirit walking up and down. 

The whole a^dr now grew so irresistibly ludi- 
crous that it seemed sheer robbery to enjoy it long- 
er alone. I awoke my companions therefore, and 
while I was endeavoring to convey some £iint con- 
xseption of the scene, lo, the ghostly demonstration 
strode again before our eyes. It was greeted with 
a simultaneous peal o£ laughter, but it passed on, 
and though our frequent bursts of merriment might 
have provoked the return of a less irascible spirit, 
it came not back. We were pot a little astoniished 
m the morning to see him appear looking refreshed 
and good-humored as any otus. Nor were we less 
amused when a day or two after we learned what 
resource he had-finally availed himself of. Between 
the cabins stood a small sleigh with a box so high 
that it would have served for a prison van without 
a top. ;Intir>' this, the ^ersecut^d man had climbed, 
and spreading his sheet over the top, sat bolt up- 
right in oine comer, bade defiance to the muski- 
tos, and enjoyed for the remainder of the night, 
as he asserted, the most luxurious repose. 

'Such scenes might l^ave lost the power tb amuse, 
but our "queen" was called away a few days 
after, and the sofa was at onte vacated. Yet man j 
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a hoBitj langli afterward rang through the pleair 
ant cabin^ the memory of those nights. In sober 
truth these insects are a sad drawback to the en- 
joyment of the fine summer evenings which form 
one of the most delightfiU features of this region. 
The hours of sleep can be secured against them 
by the use of the bar before referred to ; ^ut they 
are a very serious interruption to the dehghts of 
the cool refreshing evenings which follow the sun- 
ny days of that open country.. 

It may not be amiss to remark here t]iiat the 
climate of the western states differs materially 
from that of the eastern in the coolness, of the at- 
mosphere after sunset. The solar rays acting all 
day on these large tracts of level moist ground 
draw into the upper regions of the air immense 
yoltunes oi vapor which, after th& former are with- 
drawn, condense and descend in a miniature shower. 
The dews are copsequentlY very heavy, and the 
nights so cool that nothing like the oppresuve heat 
of a July or August night in the Atlantic states is 
ever known. 



CHAPTER XI. 

But let us look at the picture of this little town, 
or rather of the spot selected for it ; for no town 
IS yet there. " We stand bepeath a large tree, just 
in the rear of our cabin. This spot commands a 
pretty complete view of the " section" on which 
the enterpnsin^ proprietors confidently hope to 
see a goodly citv rise. Below us, half or three 
quarters of a mile, the river bends northwardly, 
and just at the angle a considerable stream pours 
into it, which bears the name of Elkhom. Its 
mouth is low and fringed with tall grass and bush- 
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68> and a few txeefi, wbich cut off the prospect in 
that; direction. At a point a short distance from 
the mouth of this creek, rises a natural terrace of 
some twenty feet, which sweeps in a crescent form 
almost to bur feet. The top of this tei^race is 
crowned witli wood, whil^ the semicircular am- 
phitheatre inclosed hy it, is without a tree or 
dirub, and looks a fit arena for the proud savage, 
who but recently trod it. Its base rests upon the 
river^ along^ the bank of which many dead are bu- 
ried, their heads toward the water. Occasionally, 
as the earth crumbles away, the skulls roll out and 
tmdble down^ till they rest in a hollow or among 
the roots of bushes and trees which fringe the 
Water. There ii no under-growth in the wood 
which borders this amphitheatre, and the grass k 
shorter than that which grows on the prairies; so 
that as yoU'lodk across the; surface, the tall straight 
trees seem to be set upon a smooth velvety turf, 
dean as a &dry temple. We are on the terrace 
at the upper termination, where it approaches the 
river amr its graceful bend to embrace the Kttle 
plain below. Above us the trees are more scat- 
tered, and can scarcely be called anything but strag^ 
glers, except at one spot in the open plain, two 
hundred yards perhaps fix»m the river, where they 
assemble in an oblong hollow form, completely 
interweaving their arms over a lovdy little bower. 
Directly in front of us tibere is a winding opening 
to the prairie beyond. Along this is now a pretty 
well wrought road. On the right is the common 
field or garden, in which all the settlers have their 
crops for this year. On the lefl deep in the grove 
ia the residence of the worthy doctor; It has grown, 
by the addition of sundry wings and arms, ^x>m 
a simple cabin to quite a con^licated cottage. 
The view across the river w open : the prairie 
dd2 
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sWeBa.from the water's edge away for miles, nsingi 
gradually, and at last bears one solitanr tree just 
on the line of yision. The stream itself is a cletir; 
r^pid^surrent running ofVer a ropky beS. It abounds ; 
in the finest fish, ^eat numbers of which are easily 
taken by the spear after night^. The. torch* 
lights glancing about. 6n the ii^ater make a pleasant 
feature in a night view from the high banks which 
overhang it. So much for the town site.; now for 
the tovm and its inhabitants. It. has been already 
stated 4hat we have a ne^t door. It is a cabin,: 
and belongs to the original owner of th^ lands we 
have just described. When they were selected 
for a town site, he saw no good reason lyhy he 
i^ould not become a citizen, and so remained. 
He is a native, and the bnly one which the place 
can boast. But more than this, he is an extraor-. 
dinary specimen even of his extraordinary genus.. 
He is some forty-five years of age, was bom and 
has always lived in the w^st ; he possesses a mind^ 
of uncommon natural powers, which has been 
strengthened by his mode of life, and adds to this, 
a great fuind of reading. His ability, to converse 
on books and other topics common in. cultivated 
society, combined with that i^ecies • of rudeness 
which a life so totally destitute of artificialities 
creates iu the moG(t elegant minds, makes him ap- 
pear eccentric : but he is got really fto. Place 
him, even at this age, in a city where he would 
be out off from the free, wild influences of natura 
and subjected to the restraint of xsustoms which 
men have agreed to pronounce elegant, and though 
h^ might nevet lose altogether the free bearii^ of 
a man who' has communed much with nature and 
ioved her, he would assume the conventional tastes 
of those lyith whom he mingled, ajad his eccentricity 
would wholly disappear. 
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His conyexaational powers are often displayed 
in remarks that would be brilliatt in any circle^ 
and he possesses a vast ftuid of knowledge, drawn 
from his fervent love and d'eep study of nature, 
which might well be the pride of more pretending 
minds than his. He is now a gentleman of leisure; 
the advantageous sale of his property enables him 
to spend his time as his tastes or pleasures lead 
him. He sometimes, visits us, discusses poetry, 
science, and polite literature in general. Cme day 
he pronounced, in a very brief sentence, the most' 
comprehensive and truthful criticism upon his' 
three favorites, Shakspeare, Byron, and Burns, 1 
overheard. 

It is painful to add, in qualification of. so inuch 
that is admirable, that he has the vice which 
nobler minds have not escaped, that of intemper- 
ance. . Though not an habitual drinker, he some- 
times drains the cup too deeply, and then adieu to 
philosophy^ poetry, and reason ; he is one of the 
veriest infants of all th& stricken family of the 
demon. His home is shared by a ynfe and one 
child, a boy of some four years. 

In the unfinished house above, we shall find 
nothing but carpenters' benches, bits of boards, 
barrels of lime, &c., and as these three embrace 
the whole of the upper pait of the town, we will 
step down the terrace and see what the amphitheatre 
contains. ^ Here we find two tenements, one nearly 
in the centre, the other below. The latter is rather 
a queer affair, even for a new country, and would 
be pronounced decidedly so, where necessity was 
not the supreme law in architecture 'as well as 
other/thipgs. Its body, if it may be said to have 
one, is built of slabs in an upright position, and is 
roofed with the same material. It forms quite a 
spacious inclosure, the interior of which is par- 



dSO LIFB nr FEAIEIB ZJUID. 

tidooed vnA quilts and blankets into sereral rooras,^ 
eacli of which is thickly peopled. In this fold 
there are three or four famflies of " Buckeyes/* 
who, of themselres, would make a respectable 
ool6ny. They came hHher from Ohio, early in 
the season, and are Itving in this (dab house till 
they complete better dwellings. Their journey 
was performed m a boat built and owned by them- 
sehres, and propeDed by horses. It is now lying* 
just opposite the house, half out of water, its prow 
dirown up like the head of a dying alfigator. It 
is constructed very much as pur canal Ix^ts are, 
but seems a trifle higher. - The fumlies all bear 
one name, and are father and sons-in-law, or 
lnx>therB and sons, I never clearly comprehended 
which. 

When they concluded to lesre the Buckeye 
state, they consulted together on the subject, and 
determined, in view of their large numbers, that 
it would be more economical, as well as more in- 
dependent, to perform the journey in some con- 
veyance of their own. Land carriage was out of 
the question, a flat boat would only float them to 
the moiith of the Ohio, a keel, boat would be too 
laborious, and their last resource was to construct 
one which their horses could propel. This was 
accordingly done. The families and goods were 
shipped, and the strange craft launched upoli " La 
belle Riviere." For many days she floated down 
its majestic waters, her silent way crossed occa- 
sionally by the resounding march of the high- 
pressure steamboats that crowd them. At night 
the prow was turned shoreward, and the little 
boat moored under some friendly tree, where a 
fire was kindled and supper served. The smaller 
members of the flock, who had been confined all 
day, could now range the wood, and make ample 
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separation to tbeir ill-tiiaed muscles and hings^ 
By ^early daylight tbe refreshed animals^ were 
again put upon duty, and while the eool d«ws yet 
lay upon tibe silent Talley^ tijey moved onward. 

I can imagine few things > more delightful than 
ihis" primitive, tmttammeled progress over these 
majestic waters. When pleasure qr convenience 
led them, they could go on shore' ; ' they could 
▼isit spots never *befoi^ trodden^ by the white man; 
and sleep in tbe midst of silence- never broken by 
sound of civifized Jife, save the snorting of the 
fiery steed that ploughs die water a Imef jnotnent 
and is gone. Vast,, unbroken, majestic naturd" lay 
OR either hand of them for many days. At last 
^bey readied the i?aouth of Rock River, and turned 
their little ark into its dear, bright waters. They 
landed at C-^ — ; Hved in ^eir boat till the slab 
house was built ; lind, in this improved condition, 
were wai|;ing the stiU farther advancement of 
separate firesides within more substantia} walls. 
Everything about this rude home worb an appear- 
ance of cleanliness and comfort that made even its 
pjainness^ inviting. The paths were kept clean; 
the bits of board befoi^e the door were well swept, 
the children looked tidy,, and the old grandmoiher, 
of whose fat, 'happy face, and clean-starched cap, 
I have yet a faint vision, seemed the belle ideal 
of a bold-hearted, strong-handed western, woman, 
sinking into the weH-«amed repose of ripened 
years. ^ 



.CHAPTER Xn. 

In tne hoilse al>ove this we shall find a specimen 

of a very different class of people, viz., a Massa- 

ohusetts sea captain. There he: stands ; a man of 

9^ yeara; a httle above thd middle height, with 

21 
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afileader per$bn, and a slight stoop wliioli takes 
s^netiiing &OTtk his stature. His bldck hair just 
frosted, aiid his sm^ill, keen, black eye danemg and 
twinkling beneath th^ daik broW^ like ihe heat 
lightning of a cloudy July night. His dresd is 
Very neat, his motions quidc^ and bis searching 
face .always clad- in stdiles* He speaks much to 
|he point, , 'iyhen he <^ops^S| withoi:^^ wtoder- 
ing or sl^erfiueus Wor4 ; and When he does n<A 
^hoose, will baffle a whole coi^s of lawyers^ His 
smile is a genuine babbling-up of sunlight, which 
bursts and is gone, to be replaced by another as 
fleeting* He is a great Jover of sunshine, and 
enjoys in a high degree the ability to produce it 
for himself. The 0ady parr of his life was spent 
on the sea, but circ'uilisttaioes led him a few jreara 
since to unite with a colokiy and emigifate wiw his 
large fkmily to the West. His- gonitis ^eems nerer 
jto have fully Expanded itself until it reached -the 
praines* Not even the hiin^ elenient he so much 
loved brought out all his reSourcelEi so entirdy. 
There, whUe sailing fhim port to ^ort^ hifir mind 
was coinparatiTely unemployed. A severe storm 
might occasionally call upon his strength, or maka 
it necessary for him to assUte his pAssengeis that 
the weather was delightful, and th<3 otean never 
in a. finer state"; but there was little room for the 
play of those f«u;ulties which fin^ a rich and end^ 
less field for /^peculation and thrift on the" teeming 
prairies. Here he could calculate the amount (n 
income which every foot, of land would yield ; he 
could select town sites, l§iy out the lots and sell 
them too, while he wa&Tiding along on his ordinary 
business ; v he could construct imaginary bridges 
where sloughs Were any detriment tb a fine "lo* 
cation^" and make the most envious neighlnyr cou^ 
fbss that it was better than if the tend were, all 
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sin6olli. If hid bors^ was &8tened in QDe of these 

Slaeesi atnl the eoun^enances of his companions 
arkoned, his adDoiratimi of eyery thing about him 
rose to the highest pitch, and he appealed ta tbem 
with a smiling earnestnesB which could not be 
irebistedi to say i£ it wete n€>t the finest country 
dyer beheld by maAl ' ]&yen while he was strug- 
gling thr<^ugh the quagmii^i burthened with some 
•iMlpless member of his iamilyi^ he would asseverate 
in die most cheerfUl tones, and with a smile which 
BOthin^ could repress, that the country was incoifr- 
parajUei that the very sloughs themselves, with 
tiheir deep beds of black soil and water pools, were 
ene of its best, features ; that nothing would be 
' eabier than to construct bridges ** at^wc^" them, 
when they would be a delight instead of the trifling 
mconvenience which some might think. they now 
were,'" . . . ^ • ^ ^ - ^' v 

He had akead^ c^ed in building up oniQ of the 
pleasflUitest little town^ in ihfi central part of the 
state, had erectsed a good house for himself, occu« 
pied it aboiit three years, and then, yielding to his 
love of hesh enteq>rise^ joined this cojtotiy, sold his 
home,^nd c<mie into thasnt^wer region to begin 
again* He has selected a. beautiful farm skirting 
the river ac^acent to the town, on i^hich he is 
about buildipg^ but his mind is now all'' absorbed 
i^h schemes for miJcing the town grow into a 
large: village. Of the success' of these he enter- 
tains no doubt. 

The only other c^rocter in this embryo city, is 
our host He is a son of New England^ and bas 
«peUt ft considerable fortune, which yraa left him 
in eurly life, for the pleswure of beginning anew On 
his' own strengdi. He wandered^ through the 
western states a few y^trs ago, when many places 
duU Kra now blooming with cultivation were waste 
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and soHtary ; he built a douMe ^alnn iii the edge 
of a large grove soutfi of the Illinois river, w- 
nished it with; a fine iibrary, and other cherished 
household gods, atid returned one morning in Jan- 
uary firom a ball, to find it burned to the ground* 
with everything it contained. He subsequently- 
opened several^ farms,' and after mknj years of' 
bacbeloring in the new country, became possessed 
.with the idea that the presence- of the absent one 
was indispensable to his happiness. rActing on 
this conviction, he Jeft the prairies after the autumn 
frosts had fallen, and returned with the flowers the 
next spring, bringing a fair girl who had^coisented 
to leave the O-ranite State alid share his prairte 
home. This is our accQiiiplished Mid lady-ltke 
hostess, a highly educated, intelHg^Qt, affectionate, 
aiid truthful woman ; one who would have adt>med 
the most polished circles. She is now the mistress 
of this little rude cabin, but her culture and worth, 
so far frdm being thrown away in this inelegant 
home, ^make her shine the j^righter ; as genuine 
diamonds do in plain "setting. She is a fair-l^airec^ 
blue-eyed blpnde, gfacefiil jn every. movement, and 
only prevented by the extreme slendemess sOt 
universally ciiurted among American females,' froin 
possessing an exquisitely symmetridal figure, ^ 



CHAPTER Xm. 

Such lis the plac^, aiid such are the people, 
among whom many pleasant days were spent. Our 
everyday pursuits and amusements were varied oc- 
casionally by a ride to the store and post-office, about 
five miles up the river. There ^re some charm- 
ing views on this rodd; the river at some points 
lay spread ou1^ before us in full widlh, dotted with 
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k», emerald * islands, and ndtclied with the rich 
•waodtops that bordered it, and at others it retreated 
from the view so .as to le^Te only a liquid thread 
here- and there visible amid the wasving greeii 
which embedded it. . «' 

In one of these rides we were overtaken by a 
shower. . It came with a violent wind, and conser 
quendy fell at an.an^e of abont sixty degrees, so" 
liiat lif we had turned oui^ /^g and stood still, it 
V^ould have 4>rotected us pJBifectly. But in the 
plenitude of c^ui- wisdom, we decided to seek refuge 
JB' a house About three quarters of a mile distant; 
in the precis^ direction of the storm. We there- 
fore £iced the wind:, and rain, urged our hoble old 
Bucej^halus to his .utmost speed, and after a most 
ludicrous flight of some minutes, bounding and 
^ringing oveirthe knbtted turf, arrived, drenched 
«nd starchleas, at'the door, just as the rain ceased. 

One of oi^r fevorite outniopr amusements wbm 
riding on horseback ; ' another, sailing in our pleas- 
ure-boat; >^nother, swinging on the bank of the 
riter in fr6nt of the new house ; anoth^, gathering 
mandrakes in the grove^ Within, we .had Shkk- 
9t>eare,^yn>n, Bums, Bryant, and others, in the 
poetical lioA] some variety of scientific,, philo- 
sophical, and sentimental reading; Hogartn apd 
Dickens* in the witty, and som^ fine copies of Ital- 
ian and Swiss scenery, by way of preserving our 
love'', of the picturesque and rugged in nature. 
With ail thc»e resources, , and a country more 
charming. than language can describe, it would 
have been unpardonable not to be happy. We 
wer^ not so guilty. 

-One of our aquatic excursions was undertaken 

for the purpose of -spending an afternoon with Mrs. 

G., a widow lady, who with her six sons and only 

daughter resided about two miles up the river, oii 

Ee 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



The country north of tliis section of tbe iriyer k 
one of the most beautiful that can be imaginecU 
Itft high rolling prairies .are, dotted with groves 
through which clear rapid streams windi and bab- 
ble, like those, 6f the eastern states, It was at this 
period principally held by the first settlers^ A 
few latp emigrants firpin the Atlantic side were 
creeping in, however, and' making claims, as they 
are galled, on some choice spots ; but the '''Suck- 
ers^' still held Ae dominion. • 
"^ This process, of making claims is a somewhat 
curious matter, and not unfrequently leads to se- 
rious disturbsmce among^ the settlers. It is gov- 
erned by difierent laws in vario^, neighborhoods. 
Iii some it merely consists^ in e^reetpig a housQ or 
something like it, in which the claimant or his 
agent shall reside for a certain , length of time.; in 
o&iers he is, in addition to this, required to break 
and plant a piec^ of ground, and in still otha:^, 
the latter is alone sufficient. So thiat you may 
sometimes ride through a piece of com, growing 
on the open prairie with no house or other sign qf 
cultivatiop or ownership in sight. These claims^ 
if made according to the governing customs, are 
generally as much^ respected when the land is 
throwQ into market as a deed conveying the feo 
pimple. ' But if the law of th^ neighborhood has 
been evaded in part, or if there be rival claimants, 
each of whom have set their marks upon a .single 
tract, it leads to serious and bfben fatal strifes:! The 
emigrant, however, iias in all these the advantage 
over the first settlers. For as the nu^ibers of the 
former increase, the latter, retjres before theni as 
the Indian has retired before him. He forms the 
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«#cond wave that pours itselfjbito the bosom of 
this wilderness. When the Yankee homes thicken, 
about him, and farms are opened within two, thi'ee, t 
and four miles, he begins to feel straightened, op- 
pressed ; he wants more room, ajid resolves to sell 
to ' the first Yankee that offers to buy. He does not , 
wait long; and a bargain being concluded, he stows 
•his plunder underneath the cover of the large wag- 
gon, harnesses his £>ur horses before it, hangs his 
** bucket^'beneath and kis ** feed-box" bel^nd, starts 
his two cows on iiradvanc^, set^ his eldest boy on 
the right-hand wheel horse, with a single rein in 
his himd, and commences his jotimey westward, 
shaking the dust of the Yankee settlements fi:om 
his feet. He has often ^o place in view, but jour- 
neys .on, aliyays toward, the setting sun, v for he 
knnws that freedom, such as he seeks ha&'retreated 
thither.. He travels on, day after day, and growB 
more complacent as he gets further off. Some- 
times, they sleep iit the cabins by the way side, 
and at others in the. waggon and again on the 
piroimd. The females always do, their own cook- 
ing either by the camp ^re, or on the hearths wher^ 
they stop. They never , complain, if the jour- 
ney continues for Weeks, but reMeve its tedium 
by walking, driving the cows, &c. I have met 
many hundreds of these moving caravans, and 
scarcely ever saw an unhappy or anxious face 
among them. They love the large liberty lof the 
wide prairiOf tjbey love its sunHght, its waving 
grass, its flowers, its. lone trees, its groves, its silent 
Btreanu. , They love the anticipation of making a 
new home on the brow o£ the remote wilderness, 
and living there, with half the careless ease of the 
Indian and more than his happiness. Their minds 
exult in the boldness and :&eedom of those enter- 
fnaes which demand little practical detail. The 

EE 2 
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4aM9«n wluch hung over their early yeomi hm^e 
ei|ki¥ated in them a certain boldneaa and loVe ci 
adventure which find no proper field but on the 
wik} fnHitier. The liohne^a of tibe soil Jiaa pb?i- 
ated the necessity of seTere labor, and they hav^ 
consequently ^own up with habits of indolence 
and a^want of practiced talejit, found in no other 
free states of the Union. -AdvancemeBt in the 
usefiil or ornamental arte b « thing almost unknown 
among them. The son is content to spend his 
days in the rude and con^brtless ealun^wat shel*- 
Cered his sire ; he rides iu the same heayy, uncouth 
Tehiele ; he noTer bestows any increased care upon 
his craps f even though his east^n laeighbor on 
the next fann doubles his hioyest by it. 

His aspirationaure equally statdonaiy in the^^more 
important particular of ^iicating ms children. 
He ''r^^^ons" they should kiiow how to wiite 
' their names, and ** sJlows it*s a right" nmart thing 
to be able to read wh^ you want to." He 
'* expects ** liis^ sons may make stump speeches if 
they live r hut he dbn*t ** calculate imt boc&s and 
the sciences will do as much for a man in these 
mutters aia a handy ^s^ o^ the rifle, and a free 
range of the praines.^' As §ot teaching, << t^it^ 
one thing he dlows the Yankees are just fit for ;** 
he does not hesitate to confess, that they are a 
"power smarter" at that than ihe western boys. 
But they can't hold a ride nor ride at wolf hunt 
with 'em^ and he redcons, afi;^ aU, Uiese are the 
great tests of merit. 

With all these pdculiaritieB, and this ignorance 
of what is esteemed essential in cailtivqftediBociety, 
these pecmle have strong int^ects7 lK>ld and 
vigorous ideas, and possess a vast fund of know*- 
ledge, drawn from sources with which a more arti* 
ficifid society is too little acquainted. They hav^ 
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SB order of ele€[iienee pecuMio* to liieinsolves, 
rough, bold, aiid sti^g, and glowiag witH illug^ 
tradoBB dra\f^ iatOm Bature as they know her, and 
from other sdureeBf^miliar to Aeir minds; I have 
often • listened to them with delight, as well a9 
amusen^ent. They ure not so witty ^s they ^tre 
accredited to be ; but their thoughts and figures^ 
so different &om those we are accustomed toh^ar, 
take us by surpiis^, and ^rodu^ an emotion of 
contrast so strong as to excite irresistible laughter* 
Their illustrations are not drawn from the lore 
of Greece and Rome, but from the infinitely truer 
teacUajgB of nature, amid which they fire. If they 
have not the. artiiidal elegance which the mighty 
minds and associated events of centuries have 
given to the ^mer, they have a higher intriiisie 
value, and tell more eifectuaUy on their assem- 
blages than wQuld all the mythology of heathen* 
dom. 



CHAPTER XV. 

Nj r Thb hospitality of the people of the west is e^* l 
hausdess. Such as their homes are,, the stran^r 
is ever welcome to then^, and- to what they con- 
tain.^ The single room k as freely shared as if it 
were twenty, instead of one. .The abundant t^Ue 
is nevOT too small for Itll that are within hearing 
vrhen it is laid. You may feel embarrassed at the 
narrow physical ^limits within which all cdiis is 
confined* but your feelings are never perceived or 
^appreciated by^ your enteitaineri). You rise in the 
morning and are conducted to the well or spring; 
(»: a bench bemde the door, to p^orm your.ab* 
lutions (necessarily scanty under suclr cireuio^ 
stances) ; your host, meanwhile, descanting on some 
** boar " or " wolf hunt," on the ^proaching or past 
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harvest; on the la«t or the conuug eleGtion, o^ 
the merits of ^ horse, or the '* chuacQ of mast '* 
for fatteniQg pork, the sickness of the last season, 
the necessity ^ burning jthe prairies «to prevent 
it, 4tc; 

< Within, the gopd wife has meantime commenced 
her preparations for your meriting. meaL The 
first step in this, as in all other meals, is to place 
her large, two gallon cofifee-kettle at the fire. Nei^t 
Relays the covers of two sma)l iron oyens upon 
the blazing logs, removes some coals to the hearth 
with her largp wooden shovel, and iittrodueing its 
blazing edge to^he ashes in. the comer, ascends 
the la&er with a tin or earthen vessel. Presently 
she reappears with meal for her dodger. This is 
made by wetting the meal witlucold water, and 
mixing it with a little salt to the; consistency of a 
thick batter. It is then taken in the hand and de- 
posited in three or more .oblong Cakes in the angle 
of the skOlet; the cover is put over, a few coals 
thrown upon it, and ^o much of breakfast is in 
progress. If you are a southern or eastern guest, 
or particularly respected for any cause, the next 
step is to make a mixture c^ wheateh flour, cold 
water, lard, and salt, and cut it into. small cakes, 
which are deposited in the other skillet. Then come 
the meats, which, with the com dodger and coffee, 
are the essentials of all n^eal& among these people. 
Morning, noon, and night sees from one to tlnree 
varieties of this article on eyery well^spread table. 
All this time the cc^ee is maintained in the most 
vigorous ebullition. The table i§ Ic^d at intervals, 
the dodgers an^ ^ hot cakes" watched, and when 
all is done, the coffee is drawn back and settled 
with an egg ; the ashes are turned from the covers ; 
the-cakes taken up on plates ; the meats dished ; 
the: hearth brushed; and some few little matters 
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of taste about die room regulated ; and then you 
are invited to the tdble. The coflfee, it must be 
confessed, is execrable, and can only be disposed 
of by the aid of. the richf cream, which is not often 
spared. The hot cakes, as might Ibe expected, are 
solid and of a deep leaden hue ; the dodger is in- 
corilparable; the quails delicious; the grouse or 
deer equally so ; but the bacon insufferable. This 
is pretty nearly youi* bill of fare for iHe^day. You 
have fruits or sweetmeats and pudding added at 
dinner ; and fresh baked cake at tea. But at each 
meal you haye aH the meats of the first, with one 
variety, replaced sometimes by the domestic fowl, 
and'sometmies by fresh baked pork. . All the food 
of each meal is cooked at the timejt is to be eat* 
en ; and the first step of this long process- is to 
. place the •* coffee-kettle" where it shall come to 
thfi boiling point as speedily as possible. Th^ 
western people have an unconquerable aversion 
to food that is not served hot and fresh from the 
cooking vesseL They would lode with contempt 
upon &e mdst sumptuous^ hospitality of eastern 
tables, 'if one of the staple dishes had been cooked 
on' the previous dky. No biread is ever found in 
their houses ; they make a large loaf in their iron 
ovens which is-^fermented; by what they call salt' 
rising ; btit it must be efiten Warm, and is' then 
only tolerable to an eastern palate. 

As might be expected from this excessive Use 
of coffee in its worst form, from the great amount 
6f animal food, and some other causes belonging 
to the climate \Krhich these* greatly aggravate, they, 
for the most part, wear complexions of a feint yel- 
lowish brown. Their skiu has little appearan6e„ 
of life, and looks more like a soiled lemon-colored' 
glove than the membnme of mingled red and white 
which of right belongs to them. 
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CHAPTER lyi. 

Thb morab of these people p^ta^e stronglj of 
the characteriBtics akeady named* They ste too 
magnanimous to be c^en ipean, too free from ani- 
rice to be often dishonest. JL little fraud or shrewd 
trick played upon a Yankee they ccHisider a <tom- 
mendable eyideiice of superior aagacity ; a thing 

^ to be exulted in rather than repented of. ' Their 
passion in trade is for the neveir-su£[iciently-to-bB- 
prized horse^ and a consid^able part of their petty 

-utigatidn grows lDUt of tids class c^ transaetitnis. 
Indolence is one of their worst rices ; ^r it leads 
to many othen^ This, however, I am bound to 
say, b confined to the male sex.' The females can- 
not be indigent if they woujd, and this &r a num- 
ber of reasons;' one ^of which is^ ^lat the females 
(^ alt newly settled countries have m^y kinds of 
labor to perform of which they are reUeyed m older 
regioDft by the greater perfection of machinery 
as^ architecture, and the presence of a larger pro- 
portion -of their own sex. . Another 4s, di^t the 
western couQtry ,is .risited by great numbers of 
single nien \ strangers, who are dependent for all 
the domestic offices on the women of the region 
or neighborhood^ in which they stop^^ This has 
been a very important' item in the laoors of these 
females for the last /fifteen years. £fut the male 
populatipn < may be |>ronounced unequivocally in* 
doient. jOn a bright day they moum-their hiHses 
and throng the Htde towns in thp ricinity of their 

^ homes, drmkihg and trying horses till late in Uie 
evening* It is not extraordinary to see two or 
more of thW oome to blows before these festival 
day^ end. ^ 

^ They are prompt to redt^as an injury by legal 



pfodets fididn tlie law liffOTds it; when not, by 
personal strength* It is, however^ duetto them to 
sayi thi^ they are equally proinpt to make repa^ 
ration when it is d^acrdea m en honerahle man^ 
ner. They have little love or charijty ibr the 
yices'that Staiil artificiteJ society! I>uelliiig is 
rarely defended, licentiousness is Uttle known^ and 
theft is Sc^upcely conceived of among them. 

Bespeot iouc the Sabbath and ibrrehgious obser- 
vances generally, is not very ividely spread. Few 
tshurchea are sustained, and but little expenditure 
incurred fpr the support^of religious institntiops^ 
The prevaiUng fe^ths or forms of worship are die 
Methodist and Campbellite. There are others of 
i^urse^ but these are by far the most numerou^k 
Without attetnpting any invidious distinction be^ 
tweeu these belieis, it will oettaihly be adhering 
to truth to say that the latter are generally the 
more intelligent people, the fornter the mo^e hcm- 
est. The pulpit oratory of both is quite peculiar. 
I heiucd many of iJieir "Circuit riders,** Mid set^ 
eral of the settled clergy of the Methodist' church, 
and am bound to say* that before I had this expe* 
zience I should have considered any true descnp- 
tion ironrcal'or libelous. Among them all there 
wer^ but one or two that deserve to }ie designated 
by any othet name than that of the most arrai^ 
ranters. Their i^fforts bore no comparison .with 
those of the stump <M:Btors lind disputants ordeba- 
ting dubs, lyceums, ^., which you may hear 
^Very week in the sknall towns settled by western 
people. Xike most empty Speakers, diese preach- 
ers have an abundance of furious action, a bellow- 
ing utterance, and a lone which renders it extremely 
difficult for the possessor of a cultivated ear to 
preserve both gravity and patience, through one of 
their intermmable haranguea. ^ 
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The primitive style of their itieedngs, pjidr the 
motley and heterogeneous apjpearance of the peo- 
ple who assemble, makes thefii one of the most 
striking novelties to the curious observer of West- 
ern li^ and manners. 

The Circuit rider embraces in his field of labors 
from thirty to one hundred miles of^countrp His 
meetings are called in school-houses and churches, 
when held in tovnis or thicMy populated neigh- 
borhoods, and in the cai)ins of the settlers in 
more primitive regions. His audience are seated 
on boards, the ends of whicb y'est upon chairs, ot, 
where these ^ure not to be had, on blocks of wood 
of convenient height. One chair is always reserv- 
ed for the speaker, in which h©^ sits until the con- 
gregation, is assembled. - He then rises, takes his 
position behind it, drops his flag handkerchief upon 
Its back, and reada a hylnn, repeating each couplet, 
the better to aid the memory of the singers; most of 
vtrhom^are without books. Thus commence the ex- 
ercises ofthe occasion. The sitiging is followed by 
a long incongruous prayer. After this^ tbe text is 
announced, and the sermonizer launches at once, 
without preface; into the utterance of some of the 
many things which he intends to communicate. 

I remember becoming wearied vrith> one of 
these harangues, which was more vapid than usual, 
and finding' great relief in a study of the motley 
, group ^around me. There were mothers present, 
with infents of all agea, from four weeks upwards. 
One of these, about four months old, was curiously 
clad. It wore a dress- of coarse barowii' English 
merino, sleeves short, and rufSed at the elbow, 
with plain fobting about a nail in width. I infer- 
red that it had been originally white, not from any 
evidences then visible, but from 'the -fact that 1 
never saw it colored in the shops. On the head of 
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this child was a calico cap of the coarsest texture 
and oolors, trimmed ptt5fti6ely with an orange and 
green ribbon of some antiquity. My next neigh- 
bor on the other band, W^s dividing her attention 
between the &armbnt and an infant of some six 
weeks, dressed so git>tesquely as to be irresistible. 
A light cloak of" -blue cotton material partially 
covered a dress of green and black calico of the 
largest stamp ; the head was covered with a cap 
of the finest cambric linen, exquisitely wrought, 
and trimmed with a fkded black lutestimg ribbon, 
about two inches and a half in width. The mother 
wore one of the ancient scoop bonnets, natural 
hose, a calico dress, and a cape of different color 
and figure. Directly in front, sat a young lady, 
die belle of the settlement, and withal not a little 
of a coquet,' as I afferwArds learned. She was 
eladrin a dress which had once be<en printed, but 
yielding to the pressing solicitations of the rubbing- 
boai'd, had parted with its colors, and was now 
passing for white. Each of its large threads was 
distinctly visible. Her .neck was dressed in a 
very c^qu^ttish style, with a bright red^ bandanna 
handkerchief drawn tight over the shoulders, 
and fastened with a pin, and a long pink ribbon, 
which flowed nearly toiler cowhide boots. Hef 
hands were naked and empty ; a te^^y calico apron 
being made, to do dutyiii place of a pocket-hand- 
kerchief. Her head was covered with the soiled 
remnant of an andient gnpen calash, the bridle oF 
which enabled her to piay off many effective' 
glances upon the stricken ^ feller s^'^ in her yioinity. 
Such ludicrous varieties of dress were inexhausti- 
ble, i^nd afforded a rich field of observation while 
the orator was floimdering through his subject r 
which on this occasion was an argument on the 
immortalfty of the soul. He had not approached 
22 F r 
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this abstruse questioa witlioutfe^ngitftifliboitaiic^ 
and making ^e preparatipn* 1£» ttind bad eri^ 
dendy been refreshed by tbe recebt pemiNd of 
some elementary treatise on tW fiance ei astron^ 
onxyy which baa been supposed by «tiier gfeat • 
minds to aficnrd sdmeie¥idenee on tfaw and kindred 
<|iiestion8L\ How this-evideaioe t«as bevne did not 
very plainly apprar liroBitfaw^iieoiirBe'; tbepm-^ 
ci^al use «iade of his knowledge bedng to proponnd 
to his audience the questions found at t£f bottom 
of the page; and t^er a due pause,' to answer 
them himsdf. Half an hour's exercisvi^f 13ns kmd, 
abounding in the grossest imd most ridiculous 
blunders^ eonYiiieed the^^g^ii^ asseniblage that 
Brother j^ — wias not cndy " a pewei&l smart 
man, but one of mig^bty lamin.'* 

It was siafe then to retutn to ttte original questk)^ 
whkh every one had fbrgotteiv Wt which, at 4h& 
end of the lesson, beseemed fortunately to i^mem- 
ber. After some well-rounded sentences in hi» 
loudest key to prerpare their minds for the tretnen-^ 
dous question, he said, drawing himself up with a 
dignity and cc»nplaceney which no words can coa^ 
vey, " Now, my friends— What is the Soul V* 

A most impressive pause followed this Interest- 
ing interrogat(n:y. Every itoind, saVe these of the 
dashing coquet and her rival admirefiB, was bent 
on it ; the house was awfrilly silent for the mbtnent ; 
but the imswer enunciated m a measured tone^ and 
manner, ^ My brethren, soul and body is ettoneinfous 
terms," carried my gravity by storm and let down 
the rapt audience with such a sudden substitution 
of plain feet for sublime inquiry, that ihere was an 
instantaneous shuffling of feet, driavring up dfbent 
forms, and eiu^hanging of smiles, which said, •* That 
is It, but we ccHild not have said it so well/' 

WTien riiis sermon was over, an elderly sister. 



^nrha had explted at erery sentenoe, asked .my^ 
(^inioii of iL To the xeply that I thought Mr. 
A - ' ■ pofleessed a fine voice, she rejoined—" Ah 1 
he'd a powerful smart ioan. We thought Brother 
■ ' ■ ' " " naming his predecessor, " vrss ai^ go6d as 
apybody could be, hut Brother A — • — i/s^.a heap 
idiead a£ him. Where on airth he .erer gets lamin 
to answer the questions he's always askm, I can't 
see ^ I reckon he must read a power of books." ^ 
But notwithstanding the ignorance of these men 
and}!^ c^n lu£crous character of their discourses, 
their presenpe and- services are of great value to 
the communities among whom they minister. That 
mo9t of them axe honest men, there i» no ,doubt. 
The arduous and slavkh character of their duties, 
compared with l^ exceeding small salaiies which 
they receive, are testimonies in~ £Avor of their in-^ 
tegrity, Techno Cxindid ttnnd can reject. Nor can 
the vahie of their mimstration, indifierent as it is, 
W doubted. Among the people whom they teach, 
religjton is a simpler and more gennipe emotion 
than in other states of society^ where its rites and 
appliances constitute s0 much that is the subject 
of thought, envy, prejudice, and opposition, lliey 
have litde of the\vamty that poisons more refined 
ehrieitiamjiy. The stirring housewife sets her little 
cabun in carder £:>r the meeting, and her neighbors 
prepare to (Some in vnth fiu purei' and more in- 
tenaa religious Amotions, Chan the plumed and 
jeweled dame arriBiys herself to yisit the l»p)endi$ 
edifice thronged with ' the votaries of fisu^ito and 
wealth. There is a sublimity and beauty in the 
stern simplicity of these gatherings — the rough 
eabin but one small remove from thJe handiwork 
of iiature, whose broad and silent kingdom is 
spread ' around — ^ the ^honest sympalhetio faces 
and. hatd hands that clasp, each other with nc^ 
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feigned warmth, that comineiid their bond of 
union .more strongly than, ma^ificeut piles, and 
j^ealing bells, and sounding organs. Theirs is the 
simplest action of the reUgibus facidties. The 
solemn story of the Cross and the teachings of 
Hiiti who aufiered on it, bring thein together to 
worship, adore, and love* Him. The m:otives to a 
fiilse profession of religion are also fewer here' 
than in a more complicated state of Society. The 
vices of this condition are not such as would be eith- 
er concealed or aided by &e cloak of hypocrisy.* 
They become professedly religious because they 
arej or at least think themselves, actually so ; not' 
because it will enable them to cheats ip trade withv, 
greater impunity, or rob their neighbors' widows^ 
and orphans^ on die streneth of lon^ prayers and 
a stereotype solemnity- of faces. Religion is re- 
garded by them as, a source of happiness m^ely, 
not of gain dr^standing, or as a hcense for fraud. 

However simple and .imperfect, tdien, the 
ministration of their wandering clergy, it must 
command the respect and complacent regard of 
every honest and reflecting mind. - Its fruits are 
the budding and. blossoming x)£ Faith, Hope, and 
■ Love in 3ic) wildemera.^ Religious mstitutions 
and observances have greater^beauty and force 
here, where man is restrained by few motives ex- 
terpal to himself than where ne mk under the 
numerous obligaticMis and /restraints of a more 
artificial conditiop. These bold, daring people 
are brotight into the church £rom a freedom and 
rei^onsibility to themselves alone, scardely more 
circumscrib^ than those enjoyed by the Bavage ; 
and the strength and harmojpy of the christian code 
are beautiiully demonstrated by the submissicm of 
such . cha]:ajcter to their guidances. There is be- 
sides a fitnesa in the relative condition of the min- 
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ister and his people which renders hun in every 
^ respect a^ object of their highest regard, and set 
cujes to his teachings the most unbounded rever- 
ence. His ignorance is never discovered by them. 
His blunders, when he ventures beyond his usual 
aim to: exhort' or Renounce,- instead of exciting in- 
dignation, disgust, or mirth, only stamp him as a 
man of wonderful learning. There is no discrep« 
ancy between their expectations and his abilities ; 
and his position, thereK>re, becomes iidiculpus only 
to better cultivated minds. These he^does n<H pro^ 
fess to instruct. He is not sent for their benefit; if 
they participate in what he has to dispense it is 
iheiv own choice; and the liberality with which 
he , offers it should certainly secure him against 
ridici:de. As the Yankees increase in the settle-: 
ment where he officiates, he willingly, retires and 
leaves them a minister of dieir own choosing. It 
must not be understood that the description I have 
given has no exceptions. There ace' men officia- 
ting as servants of Christ in :these wild regions yfho 
posisess an eloquence jind strength that woUld ren- 
der them eminent anywhere; men whose oratory 
is clothed with the nchest imagery, whose every 
iiginre is a flash from f the glowing altar of nature, 
whose fervid emotion ana loiby sentiment kindle 
and elevate the soul. 



CHAPTER XVII. . 

As my departure was now a fixed event, we 
began to cast. about for a choice between several 
litde excursions m the neighborhoody which. yet 
remained to be performed. ^* You must go toiho 
store with me once more ;" said Mrs. P., " and to 
the council-house and burying-ground above Cap^ 
ff2 
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tain S'fl. &nn ; «bd tak« another evening ride on 
horseback; and— ^o whatever else is pdssible.'* 

No objection being n^afde to these prdpositioiis, 
they were allowed to stsoid as the order of pro- 
ceeding for the remaining five days. The next 
afternoon was devoted to me shopping. Tom was 
driven to the- door at dinner time, and left at our 
A^iVice. As soon as the house was set in order, 
and dresses changed, a duty whidi, amoi^ west- 
em housekeepers, belongB to the afternoon instead 
of the moraine-, we took our seats and' drove off 
over the beautiful road already mentaoned as lying' 
along the riv6r. 

OiMt shopping w»s rather incon^^us, eonmsting 
i^the entire variety usuaUy collected in a country 
store, viz. : dry-goods, groceries, hcu-dware, crock- 
ery, and glass-ware,' et cet. Litle Nell must have 
two fi-ocks and an apron, and Hamlet a cravat. 
TJIiere must b^ half a dozen new tumblers, two 
butter plates and six bowk, a tin pepper-box for 
the kitchen, a new water-pail, some darning and 
tape &iS43dle8, three or four deep dishes for pump- 
kin pies, a jug of^molasses, a paper of ginger, a 
pound of tea^ seven of coffoe, a few naib,;and a 
stone pot for the winter butter. These were put 
up lA the smallest possible icompass, and even then 
it requ^ed no little ingenuity on the part of the 
polite and energetic shopkeeper to demonstrate 
that we could get them all home in the gig. Th^y 
were, however^ stowed in, and then it required as 
much care to finish the demonstration by keeping 
them there ; hut we succeeded, by picking up one 
or two parcab when they feU, carry mg the glass 
and crockery in our laps, and bracing the pail fill- 
ed with pronaiiiscuous articles between our foot; 

Our next and only remaining excursion was to 
the hunal'ground ^d council-house of the Sauks, 



tIFB IN ntAntlB LAND. S4B 

am the bulk of the river, about a mile. a|id a half 
«boVe the town. The t^ail to this lay immediately 
on^lie margin-of that beai^ful fiecti6n of the river 
l>e£EH» i^poken o£ Unbrok^i views^ of the entire 
utiream, &UoMtdd by g^impees, smiHiig through 
nravutg txee-lops or vwelMug gtMs, ccHxtinually pre- 
tented themaelveB.- The trail ^y along the very 
yer^ of the high bask, M,ve urhere the latter bent 
Irom iL straight lineL It w^ deep- worn, and showed 
ibat jnany a swrttithy foo( had taiodden its narrow 
bed. GccaAonally, lutder a <^ui«ip of bushes or ibe 
overhaBging bouj^hs of larger trees, were two or 
three graves^ th^ir rode outlines neai4y el^aced by 
the storaM l^at had beaten upon them and the lev- 
ehng l^uid ^ tkneu Where the soil had crumbled 
^om the J^ of the high bank, a gbasth^ skull, 
rolled fipoa its daeamloM Aksraber, lay half way 
down the ^esvwntf ArreM»d in its faU by the roots 
of shndis or taiBea. 

The^eouBcil-houAe is aintpty ft OMNuhxr «reataome 
eighty &et in diameter; artificially elevated by a 
^ln^musa, perbays ibar leet in height.^ Its surface is 
vStrowB widi bones, the remains of leairts that have 
been eelebrated here. It is in a beautiful spot. A 
fine groivth of yoong ti»ei aeckade^ it firom the 
river, «o that those who am opoB land may be 
perfectly a^uainted witb die movements of fiiexids 
or enemies on the water witbout being seen them- 
«elves« More isterestiDg to me were ibe graves 
tbickljr strown ahmg the verge of ibe bank. Some 
bad fallen in and partii|Uy lev^i^ed die skeletons 
eitting upzight, their decayed canoes, whidi had 
rudely served in plao^ of coffins, crumbling and 
dissolving about tbem into tbe earth whence tbey 
tad sprung. I know not diat this particular spot 
bas been Sie theatre of ^great evei^ in the history 
' ^ $be people who have now disappeai^d foisever. 
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from it^ but I know that its rare beautj^, in the still 
autumn day when we visited it, seemed to ,me fifted 
to foster the vnld < melancholy which so deeply 
t;inctured the character of itsdecayed sovereigns. 
Yet ms^y a tide of excitement had swept over this 
lovely spot, if it had not burst and spent its rage 
there. A few miles aboye was the fmncipal seat 
of the Black Hawk, war, the last ^nt struggle of 
the red men of the north to retain their ancient 
realms. A few miles below was the village of the 
Pi^ophet — the^man Who communed with the Great 
Spirit, and interpreted to His children His will 
conceimine them. Along this very spot had waii-^ 
dered excited warriors, cunning^** medicine men/' 
and wondering womeD, in all the variety of emo- 
tion inspired by their several conditions. Rage, 
hatred, love, and sorrow had been bom and buried 
here, de^p in tbe bosom of past centuries ; while 
the solitude and grandeur of the wilderness was 
unbroken by 9Qund or sight of civilization. The 
strength and freedom of the past were in sad 
contrast with the weakness and huipiliation of the 
present. Formerly thousands 6f proud and fear- 
less men ruled these beautiful wilds. Now how 
different ! 1 had seen, a few days before, the mis- 
erable, degraded remnant of their race that still 
lingered in these' plestsant haunts. Drunken, poor, 
clothed in tatters, begging of tjiose who dwelt in 
their former home the fire that had consumed their 
souls — nay, offering to barter their wived and chil- 
dren for it ; they were a painful spectacle— a sadder 
ruin than the crmpbling temples and bi;oken idols 
of Eastern lands, . . 

The war which a few year^ before had swept 
over these plains, had been the last struggle of '^a 
chieftain and hero, vainly seeking to infuse into his 
perishing people » spirit that would4ead them to 
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Contend against a . mighty race. But the el0- 
queiK^ that warmed their hearts did not restore 
ijbeir braye dead, nor increase the number of Cheir 
living, wanicnn^. A little hsind o£ sa^><fgeA against 
a nation of i^med men ! q, handful of withered 
leares upon the tempest ! They could have but 
one path before them ; ttnd they have trodden it. 
Westward it led them, and now their ancient couiat- 
cil-houses are deserted; th^ hunting-grounds 
bloom under the hand of the agriculturist; their 
tombs crumble and sink away beneath the plow; 
the smoke of their lodges no longer curls on the . 
breath c^ momitig ; their hunting-danoea are no 
xnore^een at evening! All that remains of them 
tells 6f a race that has dvnndled from power and 
the strong^ majesty pf freedom, to humility and 
wasting feebleness. 

The story of the Indian is a melancholy one., I 
have often pondered upon it, vnth a sympathy thiat 
would not be hushed by the voice of reason^ 
though it proclaimed thsit they had fulfilled their 
mission, and must pass away. A fair land stbound^ 
ing in. all that would contribute to the highest 
condition of civilized life, was the lawful estate of 
civiHzed man; and when he came to claim it, it 
was not the office of the savage to dispute his right. 
I mourn not so much the fatevX>f the Indian, as the, 
indecent, the fi:audulent precipitancy with which it 
was consummated by our selfishness. We had 
room and lime enough to have waited more pa- 
tiently, while Nature was finishing in her own way 
the plan she had begun. And assuredly, while we 
congratul^e ourselves upon the vnde extent of our 
territory, our complacency must be somewhat qual- 
ified by the reflection that, in our baste to possess 
it, we have rudely expelled the original owners 
firom^omes which they loved and venerated ; that 
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we hare dioseii our own date to bid tbem ^ap* 
pear iram a lierkage around n^i^ die.veqr ^bi^i 
<tf their heaxts wece twined^ in lore and ie7eii9nca 
£ca the dead w]^6 were sleeping thei», aad for the 
Ufiag beauty aad ms^sty that oven^read iL, 

We need oot dotlie their d^a^ture in poetical 
ffurb« to make it to«cb die heart of flesh. The In^ 
dian, with all his pride and independence df char- 
acter, wkh all his.el^ergy and daring, with all his 
Tener£tion for the ashes of his dead, tsdl, his keei 
a^ase of the greai;, t^ jree^ and th^ beauti&l in 
nature, all his nmd pride in the magnifice^ hunting 
grounds where he had been iKnra, and where he 
Jboped his dust might rest, whea his spirit should 
be set free in that scareely more heautiiiil re^oa 
pictured by his imagination; Uie Indian stauomg 
in the attitude of one who bids farew^ to all the^e, 
and is about to flee be&tre the superior craft and 
etrengUi <^ enemies whoin Be despises* and yet 
caimot resist, seems tp aay, *' All diis hasre I loved, 
and still love ; b31 thi« £d my^foiefatheiB, hdhn 
they siept,^ give to be mine £>revear ; yet i^w 4be 
Great Spirit esks it for his pale-faced childrear t^ 
will not be denied. The arms of our warriors are 
palsied befi)re them; the bow ref\|S€e to send its 
arrows to their hee^ ; they outnumber u|) like the 
sands upon the shore of t£^ great blue waters, or 
the leaves of the summer forest I a destiny is await- 
ing us which we cannot i^art ! . 0[t bids us depart, 
and come hither no more. I hear it in the /wmds. 
It speaks to jne from the d^>ths of the sterm, and 
whispers in the sunshine!. It telk me that tbia 
fihall no more play around my lodge ; that t must 
meet death far hence, and be content to teU my 
children of the former glory of the red man." 
. One must feel that these leave-takingis were 
&ar&l. events in the life of a being all impulsiv0 
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asd nnreftsoning as the In£an was. Howthe fierce 
^ait must have wrung and resisted^ wliile it panted 
for the wasted strength that once would have se- 
cured revenge-! And then liow must it hare 
Teftu»ed to ouail and retreat before a power nnfallK- 
om4b)e, unaefinable indeed, but one wbose repre- 
^sentadves yet commaiided no respect, inqnrea no 
<h?ead! 



. CHAPTER XVni. 

During l3te season following that in whicb the 
events described ill the last diapters occurred, I 
visited various parts of the state. Some -of my 
journeys were made alone— others, in company 
with a brother. They were always attended witii 
great fatigue, but often vritb a novelty, either in 
ttie maimer x>f accomplishing them, in the events 
ifmt befel us, or l3ie characters lliat fell in our 
"way, which amply^repaid theincontenience. 

Once 1 reihember, at two o'clock on a bitt e rly 
«old morning, we found ourselves wirii six other 
persons, excbisive of two on the outside, crowded 
into a coach originally calculated for six. Our 
progress on this occasion, beside being extremely 
uncomfortable, was attended with no little danger, 
the weather having suddenly changed during the 
night, and sheeted the whole country with ice* 
The coach, consequently, stodd at all angles to the 
horses^ and seemed every moment to become pos* 
eessed vdth a sudden fancy for exploring road-side 
slopes,, or die foot of any little swell we chanced 
to pass. The horses, too, were in all positions ; 
now up>— now down — now half-way between 
both ; and on each recovering, seemed more 
alarmed and uncertain' than before. Under tbe 
excitement occasioned by all this variety, it vnH 
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readily be cip^dited that we did not $u5er greatly 
from the intense cold or the keen winds, biti|!ig as 
they were.^ The mprning dawned, and fqund us 
in a deep wood, from which we emerged just as 
the sun showed his fiery disk in the steni, cold 
sky. There was an immense, stretch ^of prairie 
before us, a great part of whicKhad been biirned 
late in the autumn; and now its black bosom wa^ 
covei^ed. with one entire coat of the feost-^mail. 

One rarely sees a more impressive spectacle 
than was produced by^the flood of strong red light 
that was poured over tjhis immense . mirror. The 
D^ed summits of the swells, black as ink by con,- 
trast with the surrounding brilliancy, looked like 
so many sable monsters j^tretched upon the plain. 
These, and th^ color , of the cWred surface, per- 
fectly visible through the transparent ice where th^ 
light did not fall upon it, and the myriad hues of 
red and green^ purple and gold, which the in; 
equalities and our uneasy motion caused^ to. be 
reflected to the eye, made one^of the most gor- 
geous displays conceivable. Fiercely, therefore, 
as the winds swept around us, no objection was 
made to throwing up the curtains, that we might 
have free view of this wonderful spectacle. 

''It will soon pass away/' said a gentleman, 
wiose head, covered with a w-oolen net cap, had 
for the last two hours been dancing in very in- 
convenient contiguity to the shoulder of" my com- 
panion. . . ^ 

" There will be ^.nother change in the weather, 
gentlemen ; and before night we shall have little 
ice to complain of, or I'm no prophet," he mut- 
tered, afrer a pause ; his head resuming its old 
motion, and his eyes fast closed again. It seemed 
suddenly to become a matter of great interest with 
each 01 the seven persons inside, to ascertain 
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whether the alternative suggested were afterward 
to become a matter-of-fect or not ; for all eyes 
were instantly turned upoil him. Apparently they 
brought their ownera to very. different conclusions : , 
some tuined away with entire indifference, as if it 
were of th6 least possible consequence that such a 
prophecy had been uttered ; others looked again to 
^the cold glajing sky, and stretched their heads from 
the coach, as if to catch the wind aiiew and form 
an estimate of itd chai-acterf while others shrunk 
deprecatangly into their wrappers or buffalo robes, 
and seemed to iiay, " Heaven send it riiay be so l'* 

These few words of conversation, ' and the 
strong light, roused the ninth inside paflsenger 
from his slumbers^ and caused him td raise hi^: 
head and look deliberately about, to the no Ismail 
astonishment of^ those who had not seen^ him be-' 
fore. He was not, "N^at the reader will anticipate, 
a baby, about to announce, in the usual way, that 
his slumbers were at an end-, and that other people's 
must consequently tenfiinate too ; but aiioble, great 
pointer dbg, with large liver-colored ears, fine in 
texture as a French glove, lying over his whit6 
clean face. He had been nestled at my feet all 
night, keeping them" as warm as if I had been at a 
bright fireside, or in my own bed. Jle became a 
favorite ^at once, but not so his master, who was a 
young man in a flashy dreiss, with the swaggering 
air of one who says, " If you talk of men Who 
have seen the world, l6ok at me." 

About an hour aAer daybreak we stopped to 
breakfast, on fried quail, bacon, leaden biscuit, 
dodger, and the most abominable coffee, if one 
might judge from its color and odor,^anti the 
rapidity with which the- company followed my 
example of ai glass of cold water- Our meal over, 
vre journeyed oit ; the prophetic gentleman settling 
Ga 
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Idmgelf comfortably in the back corner^ r^»eated 
bis prophecy, in a tone. clearly iiateuded to be one 
of defiance to any who should be so presumgtuoua 
as to dispute bim. No one seeming disposed to 
do.it, however, he fell off into his old state, which 
led the. owner of the pointer to remark,, that " if 
.he went <m that way aE. day, the weather might 
change' as ma^y times as it liked, and he would 
loot be the wiser for it." 

Notwithstanding the keenness of itie winds^ 
which swept over the great prairie, the warmth of 
the sun soon melted the ice from its sur&ce 4 and 
the cold abating, by slow degrees w^. foupd our- 
selves, at dinner time, thiicty miles forward on ou^ 
route, and little troubled with ice indeed; for .the 
whe^ were rolling in the soft hhck soil, thawed 
to the depdi of two or three inches. 

The morning bad. worn away in the discussion 
of politics, the future |>ro^»ects of " the w^st,'^ the 
concUtion of the bankmg system, and the Internal 
In^royement bilL On all these. topics there waa 
the usual diversity of opinion,-^— one gentleman 
holding* it to have been demonstrated^ that the 
party then in power was the most int^igent. 
patriotic, wise, and pure body qf men who had 
. ever been entrusted with the destinies of the 
state 'f another, with the same sources of know* 
ledge, holding, with equal pertinacity,, a directly 
opposite opinion^ All agreed, hpwever, that ** tto 
west" was a great country; but one thought its 
greatness woi^ be materially enhanced, and the 
wheels of ite prosperity tlirown forward a century 
at least, by carrying out the liberal system o£ 
internal improvement already prqjectejd; while 
another pronounced it the liuit evidence of folly 
whi<^ the people had to expect from their legia- 
lators. One redded the destruction of banks as 
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equivalent to liie tetal extinction of ^ dwaoarces^ 
or weakh in tb^ nstioni Esr^nakes^ floodS) 
tempests, oonflagr^tioiis, were Bpthing in com« 
parison with iL Anotber thonght it tke medsure, 
of &11 others, best ddoulated to secure the pros- 
perity, welfare^ integriiy, almost the salvation of 
tiie people. 

AjkI thus, t^j' talked. Mf Ibur^fi^oted fneod 
occasionally }ooked up and souffMl the air, wkils 
these discussions were ^ing on, but be evidently 
felt that the interest of we scene -was a poor com- 
petisaticm for the effort he was obliged to make, 
lia stn^gling through the forest c£ limbs that 
hemmed him in b^w. When darkness came on 
we were vnthin a few miles of the capital c^ die 
state. The winds blew warm finom die souths the 
mud had deepened^ the diy was ovprcast, and 
there was eVery promise of rain before the fdUow- 
iiig manning. Our prophet had congratulated 
himself many, times on the> certainty with which 
b^ had foretold the coming stmrm ; and though, in 
this case^ the ^ shadow cast before" had Iwen a 
severe attack of ibeumatism, nearly disabling him, 
yet he evidently would rather diat its severity 
should be redouoled, than diat his sagacity should 
prove to have been at fiiult. 

We reached the city long After. nigfatfalL fcx- 
cept in a few public places^ it was pitchy daric 
The bladL streets received no light from the cloud- 
ed heavens ; and loqked themselves, like a more 
dense continuation .of the same daricness that reign- 
ed in mid. airt The stage drove to, a large and 
well kept hotel, the nSme of which I now fiMfget, 
where we stopped for the night. 

After supper I war ushered into a drawing- 
roon^, where three or lour highly dressed ladies, 
and as many gentlemen,^ were sittmg at cards and 
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backgatnmon. They were evidently., playidg ' to 
wear away" the evening, not from love of the gamesl 
In the^ intervals of the gamoB, they carried on a 
desCdtory conversation ; and^more inane ^ or point- 
less efiR>rts of the kind, it 1ias seldom fallen to my 
lot to hear. The ladies were'^ngprossed with ** the, 
perfectly beautiful style" of something that had 
Iktely made its appearance in the fashionable wcn'l^ ; 
and> the sole theme of their thought and speech 
was how it would become them, or certain persons 
of their acquaintance ; where it could be had and 
what was its expense. 

When all possible changes had been rung upon 
these various^ branches o£ the momentous sul^ect 
and all varieties of opinion e»>res8ed|. one took 
lip a Jeremiad over the' loss bf^hef piano! She 
was '' immeasurably grieved that pa should have 
thought it expedient to come west without it. Not 
that she was very fond of music (a confesoon, by 
the .way, which was entirely, superfluous, consider- 
ing that her auditors were possessed of eyes), for 
^e was not, but it was an- accomplishment that 
she prized very highly, and she was certain that 
now, when she was so far removed from everything 
that could confer the smallest happiness on a re- 
fined mind, she should feel the loss muclr more 
painfully. In* short she felt quite positive that 
when they came to be settled in their new home,' 
she Bhould be very wretched in consequence of 
this loss ; to say nothing of the thousand other ele- 
gancies which she had been compelled to resign 
m coming to this dreadful country. : Her com- 
panions listened with an expression of respectful . 
sympathy for her sorrows, and she was evidently 
fast working herself into the belief, that a mpre 
unhappy and selfniacrificing female did not live, 
when the door opened, and an elderly lady of fino 
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mien and most intelligent ootmtenance walked into 
;the toom. \ " '. * _ 

, She to<^ a vacant chair near -me, and, after lis- 
tening a moment to the fcx^ish lamentation still 
pouring forth at the table, turned and addressed 
Aerself^ to me in a few commonplace remarks. I 
replied, and very soon found myself in lamest 
conversation wi^ one of the most intelleetualand 
aflable women I bad ever met. She was a stranger 
like mys^, but her observations on" the country, 
die diaracter of its inhabitants, -and the eflfe'ct 
n^ich life in it was calculated to exert upoii dif- 
ferent classes of persons, evinced a mind gifted 
with strong powers of perception, keen discrimi- 
nation, and exalted feehng. 

** I have never, said s^, " b^en more entirely 
co\)vinced of the empty and worthless character 
of our plans of female education at the east, than 
when 1 have seen the subjects of them transplant- 
ed to^this beautiful country. They unfit females 
for everything like a natural or useful life. All 
things must be artificial about them. In truth they 
become, while passing through these systems, as 
nearly artificisd themselves as a work of theCre-. 
ator"ca!n. Instead of preparing them for any of 
die duties and pleasures of life, ifcey go far toward 
destroying whatever natural capacity for these 
may have been originally possessed. The more 
finished and prolonged the process, the more com- 
plete is die destruction of adl power or wish to be 
useful, or to reap enjoyment from any but the 
most false and unnatural state of society.'' 

** You are severe," I replied, '^nor can I deny 
the justness of your remazks, lamentable as is die 
trudi they contain." 

** Yes ; lamentable indeed, when one considet^^ 
die vast interests periled by it, and the ruin, dig* 
* 23 og2 



hottosty, and tmMemm$ which ^gfow dot (^ it. 
I never see a youi]\g female pining over th^ empty 
j»orzpw8 <fireated by ^me artifieitJ wiwta, ^but I 
think with pity on ib& 3tam and z^iil grie^ wfaidi 
wait to follow in their time-*^-the sore trials sure to 
l^e multiplied a thoiiaand-fold in eonaequonce of 
this very condition of her mind— and tremble lor 
the weak purpose and Anting inte^ty with 
which she must meet them. And what is won^ (^ 
all," die added, aft^r a moment's pause, *^ I fear 
there is in the jpresenC state of society little rationd 
ground lor hoping that it wiU be batter.'^ , > .. 

**l must be permitted to differ with you thoro,"^ 
I repli^. *' I enteitain atrong hope thai a femedy 
win soon be sought for tWs very evil,'^ 

*« Your youUi will account for Aat,'* avd she, 
with a smfle. " Wh6n you h*ve lived as my^ 
years as I have, and seen men persist in t\i 
wrong course when the right seemed plain as the 
path of the sun, you will have less confidence in 
signs \tbat promise refi>rm. If by that, tin^e you 
have lived much in society ,^^«nd reflected <m its 
interests, you will have seen that the reform of a 
widespread evil like this, is slow as the g^wth t>f 
mountains/' 

" J grant it is slow, painfully slow, to these who 
see its need. But eyery moral moyemei^ be it 
individual or associated, is governed by laws; and 
once in progi^ess, much hope is to be entertained 
that if it be not consummated itself, it may lead to 
others {hat will equally effect the object. The 
first step toward the rwnedy of any evil, is that we 
become convinced it is auoh. This ocmviction is, 
I thinks taking pretty general hold on society, in 
reference to the present mode of educating females. 
And as more rs^onal views of the duties and ob- 
ligations of woman get abroad, may we not expeot 



tbit a abetter fHraparatioQ for tibem will be de- 
manded I" , ' 

'* To a certaiii extent, but I have ]ea» confidence 
in the effii^noy of reformatory doctrine, and the 
&ree oi new ^ruth over old prejudices and long 
indulged babita, than your remarks betray in your 
seli^ Nerertfaeless, I am vnlling, nay, anxious to. 
hope, could I but find that whereon ^to ground my 
hope. Gb among ^ educated clasBea of females 
who have come hiUier from the ^BBt, and you will see 
and bear that which wUl wonderfolly depress your 
sangutne expectatiotis of reform. Daughters pining 
over the absence of the finery in whi(;h they were 
wont to decorate themselves, andinterested in no« 
thing so much as what will restore th^m to their 
fi>rmer outward estate ; mothers- grieving that their 
daughters are cut ofi" from the opportunities of 
education in ^hionable schools; from French, 
ItaliaB, embroidery, tuid music} mourning over 
the loss they will sustain in these things, when the 
volume oi nature, filled to overflowing with what« 
ever is best calculated tp^ stlii^ulate intellect, 
strengthen the nobler feelings, in short, develope 
the true and the strong in man or woman, is dis- 
played all around them. I blush at such folly in 
my sex.'* . 

** And grieve, I can well believe," said I, " for 
the iuffermgs whi^, folly as it is, it inevitably 
creates.'' " 

** Yea, I cannot choose but do so," was the re- 
ply ; ** though my pity is isometimes, I fear^ quali- 
ied with too much iudignation«" 

As I waa about tp lead the conversation in an* 
other channel, the door opened^ and my brother, 
accompanied by one of our fellow passengers, came 
in. .They had. evidently just come fron^ the en- 
joyment of some rare ifike, in which they seemed 
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to think I migbt participate. It was a personal 
adventure that had just befallen a gentleman who 
heA rode with 4ls during :the day. He was a 
stranger in the country, one of the corps editorial 
of the empire state, on a tour of observation through 
the prairies. He h^ sat all dajr muffled in his 
bufiy o wrapper, scarcely speaking, but apparently 
having a keen eye and ear for whatevei* was pass- 
ing. On arriving in the city and learning that the 
stage-coach would leave before daylight ^e foAr 
lowing morning, he expressed a wish to see spme- 
tlung of the place, and sallied forth, ^despite the 
storm "and darkness, apd the remonstrances 9f his 
companions, to look about. He had gone but a 
few yards from the door when by some mischance 
he fell' prostrate in the black mud, not even/ saving 
his face from the unworthy contact. , His sudden 
reappearance in such melancholy plight,^ and his 
determination, facetiously expressed, to go to bed 
and see no more <^ the city, after 'having loft a 
pretty bold impression upon it, was .very heai^jly^ 
enjoyed by his friends. 



CHAI^TPR XIX. 
At four o'clock we were again under weigh, 
with the rain poiping in torrents through the 
black morning upon ibe blacker earth. Daybreak 
.found us at- the breakfasting place, the first post 
from Springfield The hous^ was one of the bet- 
ter class of cabins, atid- had abdut it some marks of 
age and cultivation, such as fniit trees, and a few 
currant bushei§. The room which we entered 
at once by ^he outer door, contained a greaf log 
fire, blazing finely, a few <ihairs, a table, sundry^ 
cbestSy a. Yai^kee <;lock, giving the most exagg^ra^ 
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ted report of time conceiyablei two rifles suspend* 
ed by wooden hooks from the beams overhead, 
a variety of overcoats, et cet., upon the Walls, and 
two beds, both tenanted. . , - 

The entrance of eleven persons, two or three pf 
whom, the un£[»rtunate outsides, were -dripping 
and smoking from the storm, md all cold and hun- 
gry, was a circumstance so^ un^vorable to the 
prolongation of slumber, that the ^four sleepers 
proceeded forthwith to vacate their beds, and make 
ready for the e vents sthat might follow our arrivaL 
In k very biief space of time they joined the circle 
at the fire, and as it might be supposed, the new- 
comers were more conversant with whatever was 
going on abroad than they who had slept peace- 
ably all night, proceeded to question one and an^ 
other on their several pjcu^es of departure and 
destination, how long they had been on the road, 
how the traveling was, whether the storm was 
likely to- cpntinue^ all day, and if not, when it 
would ceitse. All these inquiries being duly an- 
swered, and sufficient time having been taken to 
collect themselves, after being so suddenly awak- 
ened, they proceeded to complete their toilets. 
The instruments wherewithal it was accomplished, 
were a small iron skillet, on a bei^h beside the 
. back door, certain parti-cplored pocket handker- 
chie&—- ^heir own personal property, and a small 
wooden comb, a psurt d£ the personal estate of the 
oldest member of the party. 

When the processes df washing, drying- and 
cpmbing^were severally completed, ^ey reentered, 
9eated Si^mselves at a little distance from. the fire, 
and one of them drawing from his pocket a book,- 
proceeded toxead inaudibly , the others maintaining, 
meantime, a profound and studied silence. ^The 
peculiarity of the affair was explained in a mo- 
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ment by^ one of out* compj^y whispeting " Mot- 
mons.'^ / 

The landlady looked ugbsdt when she saw the 
numbet of guests for whotQ sbe hiA to prepare 
breakfast, but she nevertbeless stirred «1b>out with 
a right hearty zeal, setting on her quafl» chicken, 
pig, dodger, and biscuit. The table was ready 
m ja short time, and our cloaks, overcoats, &c,, 
being cast upon the unmad^e beds, we gatibered 
about it. The scarcity of chairs threatened at fitst 
to be a very seriotis hiConvenience ; but wh^ with 
mustering . one or tWo sniair ones, and as many 
with broken limbs from the kitchen, and moving a 
large chest to one side of the table, we were all at 
length seated ; though at such unequal heights as 
almost caused the smile, with whicb each regarded 
the rest, to break into a broad laugh. The good 
womtn— and a really good and gentle woman she 
w€w, notwithstanding her 'rude, pborly furnished 
cabin, and coarse attird— made many apologies, 
and seemed quite overwhelmed to find herself the 
entertainer of so many BtrangeiB. * 

" It was a new tbing,** she said ;^ ** they were not 
prepared for it ; the passengers had always break* 
fasted at the next house till the day before, when 
some difficulty having occurred, she had been ap- 
plied to for accommodation.' If it continued, ^cy 
coiild be better prepared in a few days to make 
traveleracomfortable." There was so much wiHing" 
ness in her manner, and such apparent tlruih in her 
a^logies, that We all felt disposed to receive them 
with the utmost kindness'. Just as she had delivered 
thenh, a waggish lawyer, seated on the opposite side 
of the table, in one of the small chairs, his, head 
jnst visible above the boards looked tip and asked, 
*^ How long have you lived here, madam !** and 
when she replied "Seventeen years, Sir," looked 
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down ai hia low seat with m ^xpressiott so sug- 
gemk^e of the dkp'aiity betwe^ti the length of tkne 
and what k had produised, thai several incipient 
hvmis of langfaterwere just faintly heard, but sup* 
pressed to be indulged on a more fitting occasion. 

"I don't kndw/' he added, when^ the meal over, 
we were seating outselvea in the coaob $ " I may 
err in judgment, but it seems to mb that chairs 
ought to have groWn taller than that; in seyenteen 
jroarsr ^ -^ 

^ AH day the rain poured dismally down, and otir 
progr«86 wafi ^^tf ?}<^* Before^ nightlkB, how* 
-ever, we reached (iie town at which we were to 
paH ^m our felk>w pasiseng^s^ and go on in an 
" extra." We had yet sixty miles to accomplish, 
and hoped by making forty the first d^y, to reach 
our place of destination before the second night. 

These same ''extras'* at the west are sometimes 
curious sjpecimens^ of theii^ genus. ' Ours, in this 
instance, was a Ikrm'waegon with slender bars of 
wood fastened along insidethe box as substitutes 
for springs. They answered the purpose, how- 
ever, exceedingly welh The roads were now so 
^ heavy— and as we proceoded northward,- where the 
rain had not extended, were^ covered with so deep a 
coat c^snow-^hat we adyanced much less speedily 
dian we had hoped. Having'obtained directions we 
set Out about two o'clock to ea^oes a considerable 
prairie, Q^yond which was a grove, and still be- 
yond, a hou^, at which it waa proposed to 
spend the night. We went on slowly, toiling 
over the snowy plain, not a little perplexed fre- 
quently^ with the number and obscurity of the 
diverging tracks, and finally altogether at a loss to 
know whether we had followed the right one or not* 
But if wrong there was no remedy till we should 
meet some^ traveler o^ reach a house, of either of 
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which there was no sign whatever. Imtiiehse flocks 
of crows screamed aild cawed from the low shrubs 
and woods skirting the plain, or wheeled with a 
kind of chiljed and dismal motion through the cold 
air above ova: heads ! ■ Darkness began to cre^ 
on, and still no sign of life or human habitation f 
Chilled and weary, pur situation became at I^t ex- 
tremely uncomfortable^. The miles seemed length- 
ened to leagues, and our uncertainty ntuch increased 
whatever else was disagreeable in the prospect 
before us. At last we ireached th^ grove yirhich we 
seemed to have been ^an age in approaching. . We 
entered, and the road still led on with nothing more 
to cheer us than the plain Had offered, except a 
partial protection from the bleak wiQds;;and even 
this was more than counterbalanced by the in^' 
creased darkness. 

At h^t, howev^, just as the night began to con- 
ceal the road from view, if e found ourselves upon 
the high bluff of a small strei^n with a mill below, 
imd a little cabin &intly visible on the opposite 
height JCo our great j^oy we had reached the 
spot where We proposed to take up quarters -for 
the night. The long hill was descended, the 
streiUDQ forded, and the opposite sumnut at last 
gained. When we aivived at the house, there was 
still just light enough to rendesr visible two huge 
emigrant waggons standing^near the door. 

^' Those immen9e waggons and the small house 
augur ill for our prospects of rest here,'' ssuid my 
brother. ** Nevertheless, we vnll try," • 

The driver halted, and was abiout alighting to 
make inquiry, when a man. appeared at the door. 
" Friend," said the last speaker, " can we find rest 
with you to-night 1 We are cold and very weiuy .* ' 

The inan cast his eye at us, for a moment, as if 
to assure himself of the right number, then at tho 
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tvaggonst and then, turning qntte^arounjd, took a 
deliberate survey cf the height and general dimen* 
sions of the cabin. This doi^e, he on.ce more faced 
us,^and rolling his quid of tobacco in his cheek 
ohc6^ or twice, replied, " Wc^,-! reckop, you'd find 
it considerable snug in thar,," making a backward 
motio^^with his head, to signify that he meant in 
the house. '' Thar's my family, besides the man 
that's runnin the mill, and a ri^t smcut one it ip ;" 
(wiiether this was a c(Hnplimen;t to the family, the 
mill, or the man who was running it, we Were left 
to conjecture;) "then you see mar's the moYers 
that come in these. Ay«r,"— pointing to the wag- 
gons — " and another man, a sort of lawyer, I reck- 
on, thajt^c6me on that beast, and allowed he 
cquldn't git any further, nohow, 'kase, he'd had a 
shake git^g through the grove." 

Of course -we had seen our fate long before this 
statement of difficulties was completed, but it would 
not do to leave the man while. making it, and, 
moireover, we were desirous of getting some infor- 
mation as to' the road and prospects for entertain- 
ment beyond. , 

" The road," said, he in reply, " I reckon you'll 
find right bad; thar hain't been much rain lately, 
but thar's a right smart jof snow, and it's about ha\£ 
melted now. That makes wheelin heavy." , 
" How far is it to the next house 1" 
'^We x^all it a smart thxee fnild and a half — it's 
good that ; nearer four.'^ 

** Is it probable we can stopi there ?"- 
** WaU, dtat's just what I can't teD you, ndiow. 
The old man has got a n^ place thar, bi^t his 
-woman ain't always so accdmmodatin as she 
mought be," v 

^ The drivet had dravni his reins and the horses 
advanced a step or tvfo, when he called out, '* iTou 
^ Hh 



hain't g^ sa^li'a thing fta ft bed in the Waggon, I 

reckonr 

" Y<m ftt« right,*' replied It— ^* we haTe not" 
'* I just aUowed, if you bad, jou mought find a 

5 lace in tbtr to Upread it downj tiie nighta is so 
ark and oold^ that's alL'* < ' ^ 



OHAPTERXX 

Pi^vvitiistit on^e more hito ^ bkckness that had 
now almost become pafpaM^, we journeyed on, 
floundering^ trough mud pools and patches of 
half-melted snow, shivering, hungering, sometiniei 

f loaning and sometimes laughing, tiil^ at last a fee- 
le light was ^soHed in the distance, and risiond 
of a bright fire and Warm su{)per began to float in 
our deflpairing minds. -We were ftivored with the 
mo^ liberal of all opportunities to indulge these 
pleasant antici|>ations, for the approach to this 
cheering beacon threatened to be interminable. 

'*'A good fiiur mUd^*^ indeed P' said the driver; 
" he might well say that. It's nearer six. In A 
night like thist, it Would measmre seven, with any 
clmin and compass I ever saw. But they sav ^ 
things have an ettd, and I s'pose this ride vriH, by 
and by ; I wish it would come sooner, that's aH." 

It did come at length. We stopped opposite 
^ Hghtj ibr the outline of the house was penectly 
lost in the thick darkness and fog. A loud halTob 
brought the " old man" to the door. , 

" Can we stop With you to-night, friend ?" said 
K^-. " Th^re are three of us— my sister, and i 
driver, beside myself." 

" I reckon," was the laconic replyi 

We were just rising on our benumbed feet to 
avail ouiB^ves of the "privilege thus equivocally 
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granted, when lie darted Buddetity bade, and te^ 
turning i^er aa inatant, said^ '* Mj woman ain't 
wiUiti to it*" , . 

A parley now commenced^ not etaAtly in dero^ 
gadon of tbe '^WQsiAan's"^rerogatiTe to say fto, if 
she choB^, but inquinng^ into her reaKono, and 
faintly suggesting whether it waa (juite kind to 
re&se strangurs, already so mu&h &tigued, and in 
such a night. She presented herself to' antwef in 
person, and seemea^ at )ast^ to eompAssionate our 
condition somewhat, fbr she inquired aginn, how 
many we were^ and being told, asked if any two 
eoold sljeep together. ' 

" O yes," was K — 's reply, ** the driver and I bould 
occupy the same bed, if you have not enough for 
all. We shall none of ns be over nice in such a 
night as this, after iiaving ridden forty^tniles.'' 

"Then you'll want," said the chiurlish woman, 
*• two beds, and-^*V 

'^Supper,-' suggested the driver, in an under 
tone. 

" And some supper," added my brother. ^ 

** I reckon you may as well go On to the next 
place," she replied, half closing the door, and 
looking out from behind it, ^* *tain*t bnt a mild 
and a half, and they oden take folks there." So 
saying she latched the door and cut off all chance 
of remons^^nce. 

" That is no western woman/' said I, indignantly^ 
as we drove slowly away. ** So churlish andnarrow 
a heart as that was never bom on th^ prairies 1" 

Now again we were to^ing^^ slowly on wttrd* A 
mile and a half!. It was, doubtless,^ true; but 
even if double that, there was no alternative but 
to go patiently toward it. Dwelling with many 
bitter denunciations on the inhospitable and even 
rude rejection we had last met, estimating the 
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distaoce . we had traveled smce' numiing, and 
weighing the possibility of being eompeUed to eo 
on all night, vie were quite busily employed, tdl 
the feeble Hght from the next house glimmered 
on our discouraged senses. It seemed a long way 
from the road. Two or three -sharp ^alloos, how- 
ever, brought some one to the door, and again the 
question was put, " Can you accommodate three 
persons with supper and beds to-night f 

" I expect," replied a man's voice; *' I'll see 
my woman, an' tell you." , / - 

'' Heaven ^;rant that the woman may be more 
prQ}>itious this time !" I exclaimed. In a few 
seccmds he appeared again at the door, with a 
cheerful " Yes," and an invitation to "come inl"^ 
We rose to comply with^his welcome request. 
My brother had already alighted; and I had placed 
pne foot on the side of the waggon,, pr^aratory to 
launching into the imfathomable dailcness below, 
^hen tl^ driver suddenly ^ cried out, *' Stop a 
minute, till I see if he's got a stable. — I say, 
fi-iend," addressing himself to the kind host, who 
was now approaching with a lantetn to light our 
way, '^have you a good warm staUe 1 My horses 
are^ery tired and warm." 

" Tes, I've got as good a stable, I calculate, as 
any ijfian in these parts." 

My foot became entangled in my cloak^ or I 
should have been on the ground in another in- 
stant, when he added, ** 'Tam't just^ A^«^» it's up 
to t'other place." - 

"And. where is the other place?" s^aid the 
driver. ^ 

My heart misgaveme ! 

" Oh, it's iust up hyur, about three quarters of a 
mild through the grove." 

** Three quarters of a mile t Pray, madam, be 
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seated agpainv and you too, m ; we must try once 
more, if you please. Much obliged to you, sir,*' 
he ceotimied, speaking for. the p^oty, " fi>r your, 
kindness, "but I can't think of walking three, mile 
to-night, and I can't^go to l>ed without seeing my 
hprses once after they are put up. I would rather 
drive them all niffht." 

> The settler, miose beneyolent visage was now 
fidntly discernible hy the light which he held 
over his head, regpurded the speaker with some 
astonishment, and then replied, with a facetious 
sort of grinT that we should have been welcome if 
we'd " bad a heap more !" 

'' Its five ^mUd %o the ne^t house," he added, 
*' and . I reckon you'Jl hardly find 'em up when 
you get there ;.but they'es right clever, smid won't 
make much account of gittin up if they can take 
you." 

We jogged on^ The kind, cheerful aspect and 
demeanor of this man somewhat changed the 
' complexion of oilr fiselings, and though it was 
later than when we left the last house, and the 
distance to the ne^t nearly five tipies as great, we 
had derived a courage and spirit for the task that . 
made it seem comparatively easy. 

The ludicrous aspect, also, of the affair, began 
now to present itself, and, what with the recollec- 
tion of similar adventvires„ and the comments 
which this drew forth, we grew very pleasant, 
-and had^many a hearty laughs long befote the five 
miles were . accomplished. Suddenly, |;he chance 
of parsing the house, in the profound darkness, it 
being too late for the quiet settlecs to have a light 
still burning, checked pur mirt)i, and made us 
peer into the surrounding gloom with a business* 
uke foeling, quite in contrast with the careless 
abandonment we bad just been exhibiting* 
. H H 8 
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no rest for os till we got to tbe end of our route. 
How for is it, driver, ftt)m this place ahead to — V* 

" Fifteen miles, I believe, sir, and Vxfi ,been 
diinking that perhaps we may as vv^l go on." 

" We'll try our fortunes once more at C-^-^ — , 
and if they are not better we may perhaps drink 
best to do so." - ^ 



CHAPTER XXL 

The roads proved, as the settler had told ns 
they were, much better than those we had passed, 
and we soon found ^ ourselves before a wopden 
hotel, in the principal street Of the village. ' A 
brightr fire was shimng through the uncurtained 
vnc^ows, and a group of men were sitting, and 
standing about it, anxming &id apparently enjoy- 
ing the highest degree of comfort. We alighted, 
determined to stop here at all hazards. ' I followed 
K — into the room, and we -seated ourselves on 
chairs that were vacated fords at the fire. The 
apartment was redolent, of tobacco -smoke and the 
fumes of brandy. ' In one comer v^ras b little 
triangular box containing sundry bottles^ glasses, 
cigar boxes, &€. ; in the Opposite one a flight of 
stairs leading to the roem Above. The company, 
with the exception of three or foiir strangers like 
X)ur8elves, seemed to coii^ist principally of the vil- 
lagers. They were complimenting each other in 
various potations of brandy, whiskey, and other 
similar beverages, betting on horses and candi- 
dates for the county offices, and discussing a nota- 
ble wolf hunt that had recently taken place, at 
which a fine horse had brok^ a leg. A few were 
more ratiwially talking over the different methods 
of agriculture adopted in tihe neighboihood, and 
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BpecolatiBg' on the probable results of each. With 
one or two exceptions they were all western men, 
and, I suppose, tHey presented very much the ap- 
pearance which this, class of persons always do m 
such meeting!^. They seemed in the bar-room a 
totally different order of beings from the same, men 
at home. I was pained with the contrast 

We were seated but a few ^inutes when the 
door of an adjoining room bpened; a little weazen- 
faded man looked ill, and after glancing at us, call- 
ed out in the strangest of all voices to some one 
in the apartment beyond; to "make a fire in the 
ladies^ parlor !" I Was quite astonished. The idea 
6£ a ladies' parlor was so remote from my anticipa- 
tions! Nothing could be more welcome^ how- 
ever; for the noise and bluster of the drinkets in- 
ei^ased and rendered the place anything but agre6- 
able. f 

"If there is^ny other room with a fire," I whis- 
pered to my brother, " pray let me go to it" He 
followed ^he man with the wonderful voice, who 
returned with him in a moment and told me if I 
would just istep into the kitchen till the fire was 
made in" the ladies' parjor, I would find myself 
quite comfortable. " Certainly," I replied, " let me 

fo to your kitchen." I followed him across a naked 
ining-room into an apartment apparently bound- 
less ; its wialls, if indeed it had any, being wholly 
shrouded in darkness. Three or four filthy, ragged 
servants Were crouching and cbattering over an im- 
mense copking-sti^ve, on tiie top of which stood a 
tallow candle, the only source of light and heat in 
the room. There was ho floor, sate the black 
earth trodden into humeirous little' hard hills and 
hollows ; there was but one chair visible, and judg- 
ing from the general Jfspect jof the place, I dared 
not sit u^on this. The landlord had opened the 
24 
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door, motbned me in, apd retreated with the lig^t, 
BO that I had no altematiye but to stand there in 
the black, cheerless room, till some one came to 
relieve me.. I did no^ wait long till he return^, 
and saying that the fire was bmning above, de- 
sired me to follow him. . I did so, and returning 
to the bar-room was m^M^ed iq> the open flight of 
stairs, through two sleepingrrooms, utto a third 
containing a <;urtained b^, a Franklin stove in itft 
centre, a large rocking-c^hair robbed of one. arm 
and otherwise mutilated, some half-dozen wooden 
chairs of various colors and &shion, and a^ volume 
of dense blue sfiioke that quite took my breath. ^ 

A lamp was standing, as it appeared to me, in a 
very precarious position on the stove-; but there^ 
was nothing else on which to place it. The door 
closed, immediately after I entered the room, and 
I was again alone. 

Chilled as I bad. been vrith the long^ride, I was_ 
Still trembling vrith cold, and thought only of get- 
ting to the fire. I could be indifferent to every- 
thing else if there were d generous fire^in the stove. 
I walked round in the nt>nt. A few blocks and 
endis^ of boards were lying flat upon the hearth, 
vnth here and there a remnant of a shaving between 
them. There were no tongs, no andirons, no fire 
— ^not a spark visible. Both the large windows in 
front wer^^wide opeu to jiermit the smoke to pa^s 
Qt^t, the stoVe-pipe apparenfly having no connexiim 
whatever with this office. I took hold c^ the large 
chair, and found my glove whitened ivith tho dust 
and ashes lying upon it ! This was the la^ blow 
that my forbearance could endure. Wolkingstraight 
to the bed, I took one of the yellow piUow-cfl^es 
and rubbed every part of the chair wiUi which my 
clothes could come in contast, and then se^ed my- 
self to wait the reappearailce of the man who had 
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l^rought me tbidier. In a &w ini&utei be csme, 
accompanied by my' brother. The face of the 
latter was glowing m>m the warm fire he bad just 
left. 

"What^!*' he exclaimed, "have you no fire 
here ) What does this mean, sn: t You tol^ me 
she ha^ a good fife and ;^a8 very comfortable. 
Do ^ou call this comfort V* slamming the win- 
dows down with a force that made them rattle. 

"Dear me, sir," said the li^idlord, making a 
violent stir among the blocks on the hearth, " I 
told them to make a fire, and I supposed they 
had." . - 

" Supposed they had r' replied the other impa^ 
tiently ; " would it not be as well^ if your people 
are no more to be trusted than this, to look a little 
after ^e comfo;rt. pf guests yourself]" 

" I try to, sir," replied Ae little zpan, meekly, 
"but I can't be everywhere at once." 

" Well, in any case attend to ladi^, when they 
come in firom such long cold rides as my sister has 
had ; never leave one a^in in such a den as this, 
without fire or lights and filled with, smoke." 

" There^ thit vnll do now," the shavings having 
been- coaxed by the application of the lamp and a 
yirorld of blovnng, into a feeble blaze. 

" Give us some hiard wood, that will create a 
little heat, and then see if we can have a warm 
supper." . 

"None fo;r me," said I, "I shall sleep better 
withcfut it i let me but get warm and I will rer 
tire." < 

"We can give you a good supper, ma'am," 
said the obsequious host, rubbing his hands and 
bowing; 

" WeH, where ] . Your kitchen gives poor p^m- 
ise of that," I replied. " Qive me a good fire and 
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sbow me i^ sleepuig-clraipber, and I wiH ask no 
more." 

" Really, ma'am, 1 wiafe — " 

" Will you get us some Wood,*' intemiptisd K — , 
" and leave us to our own choice in other matters !" 

*<^Gertainly, sir !" and Jie departed. ' 

The next morning we were off a£ a brisk hour, 
and breakfasted with the neat hospitable faihily of 
an intelligent Illinoian, about five mile^ from 

O .' The warm, cheerful cabin, wejl lighted 

by a couple of windows, the bright fire, the clean 
flpor, the generous table, and the frank hospitality 
of both host aind hostess, were in lively contrast 
wkh the disappointment, chiuiishness, and impo- 
sition we had encountered the previous d4y. 

A little after noon we found ourselves at our 
place of destination, v^here the comforts of a hotel, 
rarely smpassed in the east or west, amply com- 
pensated for the hardships and toil vre had endured 
m reaching it 



CHAPTER XXn. 

The opening of the following spHng found me 
domiciliated for a time vnth one of the pleasant- 
est -families in the beautiful city of Alton. I say 
beautiful, because it was never otherwise 'to me. 
When I first reached it from the norths where win- 
ter was> still protracting his reiga, the foliafi;e of 
r'ng was just bursting its brief bounds. The 
^B were bright and sunny, and such were wel- 
come after my tedious pilgrimages in the more 
rigorous north. 

The position 6f Alton is one of much beauty. 
It stands at one Of the most charming points 
on the upper Mississippi ; having its clear, dark 
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waten broken by two beautiful, wooded islanda 
near the 'opposite shore, and commanding from 
the blufl& a fine view of the junction of the Mis- 
souri with the former stream. ' Immediately above 
the city, terminates a Hne of limestone blufis, bold 
and towering, which, wall in the Mississippi for 
near fifty miles. Immediately below, commences 
the celebrated ** American bottom," which extehds 
almost unbroken to the mouth of ^e Ohio. > The 
town is divided into upper, middle, and lower Al- 
ton. The last-named lies al6pg the water-side, a^d 
is the principal place of business. Middle Town 
eittends back on the heights, and containa some 
very picturesque and beautifiil spots;, and Upper 
Town still fsother back, and down iht river, has 
some pointe that,- transi^Brred to canvas, would bear 
comparison vnth the boasted scen^ of ^ the old 
vjrorld. V . ^ 

A considerable proportion of the houses in these 
three, divisions are built'of stone ; the great abund- 
ance of^t on the river rendering it as chea^ as 
any other material. The grounds are sufficiently 
old to be ornamented with wcfll-grown trees, shrub- 
beries, &c.^ and in the season when the heights 
and broken swells are covered with verdure, few 
more.beautifUl-spots are to be found in the country. 
In the immediate vicinity of Lower and Middle 
Town, indeed within tHeir yet unsettled precincts, 
, there i^ great variety df scenery. High, rolling 
ridges, divided by deep valleys or round basina, 
as perfect in finish as rf constri^c(ed by rules of 
art, diversify tjie whole surface. The heights are 
for the most part coveredLwith ibe ha.zel, low shrub 
oak, and forest trees. The level grounds between, 
ar^ clad with a smooth gjreen tuii, set during the 
spring and stammer witib a great variety of wild 
flowera. In thp vicinity of the town are many 
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beautiful groves and tracts of barrens; and Fartbet 
back, are small pra-iries, ^divided and bordered i)y 
clumps of trees and clean open woodlands. 

Many a cb arming ride ana walk bad we tbrou^ 
tbese natural parks, when ,they \^ere in tbeir per- 
fection of beauty. When tb6 eacrly showers were 
over, and the clouds had passed away, we used to 
ramble into the groves or barrens and return after 
an hour or two with great clusters of tbd phlox, 
painted cap, moccasin flower and geranium, bright ' 
and fresh irom tbeir plea^nt homes by stream and 
tree, to adorn and perfiime otirs. ""While we'were 
gathering them, the quail was running to and fro on 
the clean turf, and whistling to the mei*ry breeze; 
the robin was singing "in the tree trop, and the 
brown thrasher performing his seriocomic solo, a 
litde fistfther off on the lower bralifches. The winds 
ran wild amoiig the trees, shal^ng their long arms 
tod making thei^ leng^ening shadows dance upon 
the bright Sward with a gay Motion ; as if the very 
genius of'^mirth were Hisporting itself in the uni- 
versal jubilee. 

Ohy glorious were those days ! and beautiftil die 
life which they inspired in* the members o£ our 
little circle ! I have beten m many places where 
nature bad lavished her charms as freely; I have^ 
visited such alone, and with others, but I scarcelj^ 
ever fi>und that harmony between heart and heart 
that gave society the power to enhance tlie emo- 
tions whi^ nature inspired. One is almost certain 
to feel thaD'it is bettei* to.be alone or vdth one 
kindred "spirit. We must deny ourselves the 
social to enjoy the natural. Because the former 
is false, and inharmonious ! Some selfish, passion, 
some carting care, some worldly anxiety pos- 
sesscls one heart 6t more of th68e you would, have 
ftee, and strikes a jarring chord in your own. The 



flowers are less exquisite, the 9UQ9hi]ie less brigbt, 
the breezes less inspiring from that moment. Thus 
niuch of ^hat should be enjoyed is lost. The 
dew U first brushed , from the &>wer, then its ex- 
quisite colon are dimmed, then it is crushed and 
at length who% lost. The plam of life is a dis- 
inal waste, on which one sees neither verdure nor 
bloom. Butwithus it#as^different Ctfthefewwho 
knelt togethet around this festive shrine of nature^ 
«ve could have spared no one widiout pain. AU 
were ftee, all harmonious ! The chaste and ele- 
vated joy which nature a;ffi:>rded was not fiittdred 
away in piti&l efl^^rts to ippear other thui we 
were, nor in amy of the thousand petty cares an4 
strifes which so degrade the spirit;, but seized on 
as a boon fh>m heaven, and enjoyed witli right 
hearty zesit and fineedom. In such a social atmo- 
sphere, and surrounded with juch objects, one 
£^els that to be is a blessing, and wonders that 
life ceuld ever have been irkscoie. The toils and 
vexations widiwhteh man seeks to enlarge him- 
eelf before his feDows siidt into tb^ir true insignifi- 
eance. We suffet none of them to mislead ua at 
euch a season. We laiigh at them, and say hi our 
hearts, /^ See, what are aM that you can bring, c<Hn- 
pared to thcfse birds, these flowers and trees, And 
running streams, and wmds, and storms, and sun- 
ehine ! These are what G-od has provided for my 
enjoyment. But ye are bom of men, toiling, strug- 
gliikg men, whose spirits travail aU their mes, and 
bring forth monsters to brood uponliirar death-beds. 
Away, we will none of ye ! ^ The earth is a ftir 
befftage ; and blessings on Its Author, it is ours.'' 
Even die cares and anxielaes for the absent were 
^weeteiled by the all-prevailing oahnness and joy 
of the season. Beautifiil indeed was life during that 
brief periods 
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CHAPTER XXIIL 

^ Indeed, we almost lived out of 4oors. What 
with rides, walks, visits, calls on the few who made 
up our free Gircl^, we were very much, ahroad. 
We could not l^ave been too miicb go. A pleas- 
ant proposkion was made one evening to fi>r8ake 
the abodes of men< for a whole day and betake 
ourselves to the woods. ^ It miet with unanimous 
approvaL We would all go, and take the chil- 
dren.. It should be an-ijSbrmal turn out; no- 
body shovild take any care -beyond putting a l9af 
of bread and a few other plain refreshments into a 
basket. We would meet at the " White Cottage,", 
and without any preconcerted arrangement^ &ve- 
into th^ w;oods, seeking pleasant places. An entry 
made, tti ™y diary afreroiir return, will show Jiow 
wisp we were,. and how foolish was the Ethiopian 
monarch, when he con^manded preparation to he 
made for ten days' perfect happiness ! 

, '' We started at eleven in high spirits for our 
picnic ground ; which, by th^ way,, was not select- 
ed. Indeed, the direction we |Mroposed to take was 
but^ vaguely conjectured by most ca us. As many as 

cQuld be conveniently stowed in Mr. A *s large 

farm wagron were thus disposed, of, and the rest 
followed m smaller vehicles, but aU making a 
merry band, hailing each other from tb6 foremost 
to the hindmost, and exchanging many gay chal- 
lenges to i^j^arvelouB feats wl^n wq should reach 
our stopping-place. 

"Before we started, every appjearance oj'rain^ 
virith whidi >¥^e had been tlureatened in the early 
morning, had .vanished, and the sky, >oftly and 
beautifidly blue, when seen, was, skimmed over 
vdth 4ight, feathery cloiuds, screening us in the . 
most friendly manner from the otherwise too ar- 
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dent n^8 of tiie BUn^ Tlie morning, was breezy 
and fresh in the green^ open w.ood« and %he bright 
phlox, and dazzling painted cap, and tender gera- 
nium danced and sparkle4 gaily* ^blb the wii^ds 
went by, like careless children who bad nothing to 
do but revel in the life and beauty about them. 

" We rode five miles. - Our way, for the most part, 
wound along the^summit of swells that divided cool, 
shadowy ravines, |uid then descen4ed the height 
to the shore of the Mississippi. Here we Idft our 
carriages, took each a pottioh of the necessary ar- 
ticlest and commenced the ascent of another bluff, 

Mr.! :-.4aid myself preceding ourfiiends a little, 

as a committee of selection. We cliihbed the hill 
£dr ha}f a mile, and as lye rose^ that ros6 befor^ 
us I now a little opening shaded by overhanging 
oaks presented itself, and now we were, bending 
beneath their sweeping branches. Gradually as 
we ascended, the prospect widened, until at length, 
when the summit was fairly attained, a pi*ospect 
burst upon us magnificent beyond description! 
* Eureka P exdoimed Mr. A-—, and we both feh 
that further seslrch would be vain. 

"On the very pinnacle of the bluff, the east side 
of which was thickly wooded and the west opening 
upon the river, we found a4ittle shaded nook, just 
large enough to admit our number. Here, after 
the vin.es and light undergrowth had b^n cleared 
away, we spread our white a[iapkins, table cloths, 
&c., and laid out our simple refireshments. Two 
or thr^ loaves of bread, a bottle of cream, some 
golden butter, a trio of cold chickens, and a loaf 
of plain family cake of the largest size, constituted 
the whole. A committee was. now appointed^ and 
sent out with authority to search the neighboring 
hills and boUoWs for water. Their protracted in- 
vestigations had begun to give rise to some anxi- 
II 3 
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etr in the more youtlifal membera of our party, 
when they returned with a brimihing pail of the 
purest and coldest water. The tbanks of the com- 

ry having been tendered them, in a neat speech 
one of thd gentlemen, we proceeded to seat 
ourselves, in true oriental style, arotmd the cloth. 
^' Stories, songs, and hymns ^lloWed the lunch, 
aitd when these were no more called for, one or two 

( chess boards were routed ^m their repose at the 
bottom of the baskets, and put on duty by B<»ne, 
while others strolled out to enjoy the prospect. I 
was among l^e latter ; and rarely indeed had nature 
invited more irresistibly, than in the pomp and 
glory about me. Behind lay the still wood, into 
the green depths of which die younger members 
of oiir party had strayed, in search of fiowers, and 
whatever else of rare and beautiful might be found. 
Before, and far below us the Mississippi rolled its 
majestic waters, now sleeping as placidly in the 
misty sunlight, lus if they, had never tumbled, and 
rushed in angry floods, ten^fying the hearts of be- 
holders. Away in the distance, where they shone 
and flashed like molten silver, clusters of^green 
islands sat upon their .bosom; the farther ones still, 
as if chiseled in emerald, the^nearer ones alive wMh 
their tossing foliage.^ This river had been to our 
childish minds an khnost fabled creation. A far 
away land had given lis birth j a far away t^lime 
had lighted our^arly years. We had read of the 
great rivers, and almost suspended our breath in 

, wonder at their magnitude ; 'but never dreamed 
that our eyes would be favored to look upon them. 
And now olje was sweeping its silent way two 
hundred feet below us, and the other reeling its 
turbid waters onward through the dense forest, 
only a mile from the opposite ishore ! It seemed 
the Tcalization of an impressive dream ! To the 
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lefty-on the Illinois side, bold rocky bluffs oVerbung 
thd waters in wbi(^ they bad beea mirrored fot 
centuries. To tbe rigbt, tbe boriaon stretcBed 
aw9^ in the fiunt sunlight, until.tbe eye was pain- 
ed with tbe endeavor to define it, and tbe Musis- 
sippi might be seenr at intervals, like a silver 
tluread, shimmering through the green extent A 
light bas^ rested on the distant bills, mellowing 
end softening the landscape with that peculiar tii^t- 
log which only the hand of nature can implai^. 
Nothing could ^e ims^^ihed more magnificent 
tbaa the entire view, while in our immediate vicin- 
ity the bluffs w^re alternately piled into bi^ con- 
ical bills -^Snd bellowed into deep ravines,^ laden 
with vegetation, wbi<^, tossed by the vrinds, lent a 
peculiar graco>aiid Qbangefulness to the kindscape;. 
Beneath u$ a precipice,, two hundred f^et in heigbt, 
overhung the water — its face hollowed in so 
deeply, Uiat it^was'only by a somewhat dangerous 
experiment, that one of tbe gentlemen, laying him- 
self flat upon its summit and looking over, could 
see its entire depth! On its very brow a deep- 
worn/narrow track told of tbe'wanderings bf the 
Indian! Many a ligbt-beai^ed troop had filed 
along that diz^y beigb^ conscious of perfect secu- 
rity, while our tamer blood curdled in our teins if 
one of us approached its brink I ^ 

<^As we sat aiid gazed from these heights, u^y 
thoughts reverted to tbe- eaHy time, when the 
lig^t canoe skimmed those majestic. watei% } when, 
from the surrounding heights, tbe council firei» ef a 
mystery-loving and sangi^inary r&ce flashed against 
the evening &y, and bthe and dusky fi>rms trod 
with free step tbe unsoiled turf! Nof^ all that 
bad ma^ the life of those scenes bad ^departed I 
Only ^e mcnrtal evidences that they had been, 
remained^ Rude graves, that bad closed long 
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yeart befei^ over thoeb Who shared in tlMSn, were 
piled arouqd U6 on the summit^ of the bilk. On 
one of ^lese a Bolitai^ wild rose-bud had unfolded 
its delicate petals : but -a blight hiEid fallen upon 
it^ as on the mysterious face whose existence it 
shadowed forth ! The bright ^nd glowing green 
had &ded, while it was yet spring, ii^o the sickly 
yellow* The spirit of the departed had breathed 
over it in sadness ; po kind hand was . near to 
cherish it, or remove the cankei^ing rust ; and t^e 
fair rose was already numbered, among the fallen. 
-^'' A beautiful tale, told that blight^ bud, of a 
race that bad passed away-^^^of a people ^ee as 
the waters beneath, and swift as the wi|Kls playing 
arpund, who had trodden the very spot whwe we 
were seated ; who had gazed upon the varying 
landscape, the bright riverr> and tbe far hills, wi£ 
feelings we could never know--who bad;, staled 
the bi^etling cliff, and mocked the eagle in his 
flight; whose war^shoiit rang through the wild 
wood, and over the witter ; and whose songs, once 
heard there, w^re now for ever husked l"^ 

*' With emetions chastened and elevated by the 
scene upon which we had looked, and the recol- 
lections with which it was fraujght, we reaissembled 
aftei^ our devious ramblings. Conversation, miisic, 
and finecdotes succeeded, till the sbadeWs .began 
to lengthen on the hill side. Just as 'the second 
lunch was 8|)read, the. white .signal of a steamer, 
fiir down the river, becsuaae visiWe, curling and 
fading on tb^ sunny breeze. ^Mere speck as^^e 
appeared at . first, she was pronounced by the 
gentlemen, on her near approach, to be a boat of 
the largest size. When directly opposite us, her 
distance ^as still so great,, that the laige black 
letters on the wheelhouse^ looked like a, fine line 
drawn across it. She ran close tmder the oppo* 
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site 8fiorp> and, as the white i^reaths rose irom 
her iron thrcrat, and faded away amongthe green 
boughs^ and her hoarg^ breath sounded faintly, 
over the waters, she formed a pleasing feature, in 
a landscape which had been hitherto ms^de- up 
exclusively of natural ob)ect9. 

** We had little relish ror our second meal. The 
sense of mere existence had beehsjsuch a joy and 
blessing all the dny, that the common pleasures of 
life bad lost their power to engage oi;ir ^u^ties. 
We were merry, but our mernm^t was not that 
which i9ashes in fitful fleams from .ijie troubled 
heart, or breaks fortji for a moment to Isubside on 
the recurrence of care into a deeper gravity than 
before. It was founded on &a deep, full, inward 
joy which we had been all the day drawing from 
the pure and beautiful world around ns. And 
when the frequent bursts of laughter, provoked by 
the wit of th(B moment, subsided, they were fol-~ 
lowed by no reprovmg or haH^repentant visi^err 
but an e^cpression virm^h showed that we were 
ready to enjoys the next ais heartily.' ^The deep 
old wood resounded with our mirth. 

^ " Another report from the water committee was 
called for, which tl:iose, gentlemen very ingeniously 
^ relieved themselves from making, by introducing, 
with a very pcmipous preamble, a resolution that 
we 'ivere.not dry.' It was passed by acc^ma-! 
tion, and Ibllowed. by one as formally introduced, 
miani^ously applauding the acumen, research, 
ability, And scientific prc^undity evinced by this 
discovery. When the sun beg^n to peep under 
the arch of our leafy bower, we commenced 
preparatipns fi>r our return.' <^ The napkins, fi:Bg« 
mi^nts, et cet., were repacked, and,, when t41 was 
ready, we seated ours^ve^tvon the turf for a part- 
ing song. *RoHn the Beiaox' was first sung, 4n 
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fall choir, *iid foHowed by the beautifiil Ikymii, 
^God is good;' We, then bade adieu. to the feiry 
i^pot, aad, taking up the line of march in. true 
Indian style; we descended tW blidT, .slaked 6ur, 
thirst at a delicious spring that g^oshed from the 
bank into a rocky basm below, and then stowing 
ourselves into the waggons, wQre soon on our way 
homeward, b5<^. the sam^d road, now bright and 
checkered with die e^adows of evening. 

** It, was a delightful dose to a happy day. I 
believe, as we retraced our steps, we each jfelt that 
it was good to have spent it m communion inth 
nature and our own hearts, und^r ^er divine. in* 
fluences. As we were recounting our a[dventurea 
and enjoyments in presence of. a person who had 
not been x>f our^pcuty, he remarked diat as every 
sweet had, its bitt^ri he widted to learn what ours 
woul4 be. But we had none. The v^ry elements 
had conspired with' the fair earth and ^our Own 
spicitB to make it-aai occasion of unalloyed happi- 
ness^ At half-past ten we retired, just enough 
fatigued to appreciate |he luxury of a quiet bed."^ 



CHAPTER XXXy, 
It will readily be credited that one could not 
leave n, place and society like those I have at* 
tempted to picture, without many regrets ; but 
the happiest seasbns^ are sometimes the briefest, 
and one may not hesitQte wheti duty calls. With 
the ripening summer I turned my footsteps nc^th- 
ward, and a few days after the picnic mund me 
in the village which had formerly been our home. 
It had changed little in outward aspect since I 
last saw it. But one Httle knows, when reyisit- 
ii^^ places whi€h are familiar and seem^^to the 
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eye uncHapged, wHal <^v^nte.ma7Ji«v& bappesecl 
to those who have i^yer lei^ it, to maj^e, old^l 
haunts and long-trpdden paths the entrant to a 
world ali strange and n6w„ It may be one of 
joy whi^ fills the heart, or ^ef which crushes it. 
The streets may be the same, the houses, the gar* 
^118, the ^oyes, the Belds^-rnays the very pers(»)fl 
who dwell among thenv unchanged, ,as to their 
identity ; and yet one . may have entered a world 
of happiness while piumiing his daily^ Ways among 
these uungs, while another has reached the oppo- 
site goal. While ^the heart of the one is rejoicing 
in its new-foun|l possesions, and seeing brighter 
dowers, and warmer sunshine,- and gla&er ^es, 
the other beholds all nature clad in fimeral garb* 
The vrinds that breathe around him tell of soerrbw, 
the sunsliine brings no ^et^^^all th^t was wosi^ 
to awaken joy and rejoicing is change^. And yet 
they are the same ! 

1 had not he^n Ipng absent from our village ; 
yet events, clothed w;idi power to work all these 
miracles, had befallen many of its citizens. One 
tragical occurrence, that wrapped the whole com* 
mtinity in gloom, had fiJlen vidth such a crushing 
weiglu; upon the heart of a wife and mother, as 
seemed «to defy allr attempts to heal aud raise up 
the broken spirit. A husband apd father, Avhom I 
have before introduced to the reader, had left his 
home on a bright winter morning for a few hours' 
sporting, and never returned to it 1 His last wprdsr 
^a he left the door, had been a playful invitation to 
his wife to prepare some favorite dish fi)r his sup- 
per, for which he^^on^sed her a reward that death 
never sufTei^edhina, to pay. 
tid 1 



As night drew on andT l>rought hwa, not to the 
fireside and table where his beloved presence was 
awaited, the expectant wife grew restless at the 
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long delay, md ofteo: stocwi bcside^tbe "window 
ovcTlooking' the prairie; whence he was to Up^ 
pro^di. ' Twilight came and deepened into^night ; 
the evening wore away, and 'sapper was at last 
partaken, without him. Th^ mollier^ having ex- 
pressed some wonder that he did not return, h'ad 
beetai assured by her sons that he had' gone to the 
>house of a neighbor, dbout four mfles av?ay, where 
he was wont tastop occasionally in His excursions. 

At last the family retired. The heart of the wife 
was not altogether quiet, but thw, she reasoned, 
was because it was so Qncommon f^r him -to be 
from home. The mere sense of loneliness, not her 
fears, she was certain, prevented her sleeping 
wcdl. The night was long, very long, in truth, but 
then he would doubtl^s walk home to breakfast. 
The morning was mild, and^he thought with 'an 
inward sniile hdw pleasant it would be to him, who 
so loved the activity of the outer world, to walk 
those four ipiles, breathing the pure air, enjoying 
uninteiTupted communion with his own_ thoughts, 
and, above aU, anticipating a social break^t at his 
own home with* those to whom his presence always 
gave delight. " ' 

She rose «6rly to prepare the morning meal ; 
there was no need of this, for Ae long waft would 
make him late ; ^ut then it was pleasanter to be 
up and occupied, than lying in bed when she could 
not sleep ; and beside, he might rise early and be 
^ there before she expected, and then she should be 
prepared for him. So she had a brij^ht fire blazing 
a welcome that would greet hini a long way off^ 
in case he should Approach before dayhght, and 
her preparations for breakfast went cheei&lly and 
pleasantly, forward. ^ 

PaiiHing in the door once or twice, 6he heard at 
a distance the howling of wolves, that struck her 
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ear mipJeasantly, and made her rsLther hope that he 
would not start Terr early, lest he might eik^oui^ef 
«omeof them. ' When they grevr k>|iraer asd quite 
dismayed her tvoman's heart, she thought with 
much comfort that there iras no probability of his 
leaving the house early ; he would be &tigued 
widi the chase of the previoua day and would rest 
weU, knowing that they would be perfectly easy 
about him. Th^i she wondered that she should 
have heien so loolidi as to dnnk he would be there 
earljp— «tiU dke could not help listemng whenever 
a sound fr€»n without met her ear, and once or 
twice she started to tke door with a bright smile on 
her face, for «he was ahnost certain shef heard 
"^ food^eps in the path. But when she got there, 
the oight was biack and ailent as ever ; the' low; 
moaning o£ the wind, or the dismal howling she 
had heard, being the onty soipids she could dis- 
tinguish. 

Daylight seemed hmg coming ; but then she had 
ifisen early, and being akme nwst expect this. At 
last a few &int streaks began to be visible in the 
east ; £hen she summoned her sons that they might. 
have their Seattle fed, and be ready for breakfhst, 
eo as not to keep him waitmg a momenlt ; for the 
long walk would have ^arpened his appetite. 

So the usual, stir of the morning commenced. 
And ver}^ pleasant it seemed to her to have things 
.going on in their accustomed way. The stepping 
in and out as the light gained, the minting and 
setting the pail on the table, the straining and 
placing it on the shelf where it belonged ; the 
fading of the candle, and the assurance which- the 
broader light without save her, that he' would soon 
be there ] the necessity arising from this, of bid- 
ding her sons hasten to be ready, was all very 
cheerful and agreeable. 
25 &r 
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FinaBjT everythmg was attended, to without, and 
the young men came m to wait breakfast. Here 
all was ready too, and broad day was on the prai- 
ries — a little greyer yet, perhaps, than it wouM be 
half an hour hence ; but she could see a long way 
dow^ the plain. . 

There was no one yet in sight ; but the grove 
was only a mile off; he. might be in that yet, or 
he might when she chanced^to look out, be in one 
/of the many little hollows that cut the prairie. But 
she wished now >more than ever, that he would 
come, for the wtdting, when there was nothing to 
do, was more tedious than before. The dayhght 
too made it mo|:e wearisome than when it had 
been dark. As it wore oh and th& sun Came up— 
the sun, thfit, bright and dear as it was, ought to 
have cheered her, she could not but confess to her 
inmost soul a chilly sinking of her hopes. . 

For now the day was going on as it always did, 
and yet he came not. While U was dark there 
had bee^ a sort of excited life in her feelings 
which the full day almost extinguished. 

At last she proposed faintly, hoping that her 
sons would dissent from it, that they should wait 
breakfast no longer; she half suggested in. a slow, 
hesitatii^ tone that perhaps their ^ther would not 
.be there tiU late, and they would want to be at work. 
Then it occurred to ^one of them that he would 
stop to breakfast ^where he had spent the night. 
He had taken his game there with him, and as his 
hostess had been an inmate of their family ^or somis 
time previous to her marriage, and knew so well 
how to prepare his favorite grouse, and delighted 
so in doing, it for him too, of course he would 
take breakfast with her, and afterward walk home. 
What more probable than this ? Foolish woman ! 
she thought, why had it not occurred to her bo- 
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{bre.1 Shewoirdered at her thoughtlessness. But 
it was • fortunate for t)^em, she said with her own 
sweety patient smile, for the ^vorite dish of their 
father ^v^as theirs also, and if she had not expected 
him to breakfast, she should hardly have risen 
early enough to prepare it* She had forgotten - 
that she could not sleep ! 

They ate breakfast. She was a little nervous, 
and started, once, or twice when something like 
footsteps were heard about the door ; ^ but she 
laughed faintly each time, saying how foolish • it 
was, for he would riot be home UH ten o'clock. 
When the meal was over she set her house in 
prder, and thought, if it came on to snow, as the 
grey gathering clouds seemed to promise, how 
pleasant their fireside would be when they were 
all there, and the storm was beating without. 
Her sons left her to attend to their morning care?^ 
and she fell into her ordinary stWe of mind, feel- 
ing quite £» she did every day, when they were 
all out engaged in their various duties. 

The short morning wore away, and it was time 
to prepare dinner. She was quite surprised when 
she noted the hour— ^he had not come yet, and a 
' faint gleam of the feeling that nad« she must con- 
fess it now, dismayed her ,sp in the morning, 
returned. But then it wad probable he had 
stopped' on the way for. game, and, perhaps, even 
now, would be there before her meal was ready. 
So «he went busily to work, and, as her labors pro- 
ceeded, dhe glanced occasionally from the vnndow 
to see if he were near. No! he was not yet; 
and then she bethought herself, with a suddenness 
that blanched her whole face, that she had not 
heard his . gun all the morning ! She almost 
opened the door with the intention of communi- 
cating thi^ to her ^ons, as a new and unthought-of 
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eyidence that they ought to be al&rmed. But^en 
ibe could hardly persaade herself to do it. They 
might laugh, and say it was not strange ; or wonder 
that she would suffer herself to be anxious; but 
she was still more deterred; though she hardfy 
confessed this to herself, by her reluctance to ^ire 
form or expression to her feelings. . 

Noon cam^, but she did not call them to dinner; 
they had better dine half an hour later, and be all 
together. Beside, their breakfast was late, and 
she did not feel the least appetite I' Half-past 
twelve-— ofle— and still no return ! Now the 
phantom fears that had hovered in her ^mind, 
would no longer be denied tbeir hold. She was 
no longer afihaid to speak, and act, ^as ^she -had 
been half prompted to do-all the day. With her 
better defined apprehensions for him, she acquired 
more courage over her own emotions. She called 
her sons, and requested the younger, after he had 
eaten his dinner, to ride down to Fanny's and 
see if his father were unwell, or what detained him. 
She spoke only thus; fer, with all the calmness 
she hsid acquired, she found it impossible to name 
the alternative that was lurking in her bosom. 

And now came another long period, during* 
which she must compose her feelmgs ; though it 
was not so ecusy as it had been in the morning : 
there was more expectation now ; and its termina- 
tion was clearly before her mind. 1^&^ son would 
return soon, and then — 

He came. She had . seen him a long way off 
over the naked 'plain, and felt her blood rush 
tumultuously about her heart; when she saw him 
~tilone ! But a moment's reflection taught her that 
this was f6lly ; for, of course, his fether would not 
be with him; and then she wondered she had 
not fought to «^nd another horse down!, But 
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why 8id lie ride so fast 1 He was, periiaps, 
htstening to relieve her fears ; or — ^and otice 
again sk^ made a vain ven4eayor to siq)ply tKe 
remainder of the sentence. He came on tast and 
faster j&t { Hi« horse was tilmost miming ! She 
could see that his face was pale ! And then she 
tnmed from the window, aiw placed one or two 
chairs in order th«t had 1been left standing — took 
op a work basket diat was upon the tahle; woiind 
some thread on a spool; and laid it down again. 
The same instant the swift feet stopped at the 
gate; tibe rider dismounted, and, rushing in, pale 
and breathless, exclaimed, ** father has not been 
there at all !*' Then, seeing he had been too 
abrupt (though he haid only uttered wbrds that 
had be^ an tm lips every step of the way home), 
he attempted, by some broken speech, to soften 
the terr&ie truth. He might have been led farther 
from home than he intended, in pursuit of some 
riare bird ; ' or he had met with some acquaintance 
and goi\e down to D— — , a neighboring town 
some t^i miles distant, or^ — ^but here his bewil- 
dered tongue refused to furnish another word in 
aid of hk attempt;^ and, when he looked mourn- 
fully at his mother^ he found she had not compre- 
hended a word of wh^t he had last said. She was 
looking jbX him with a stony, nmheaning ga'ze, ^a if 
she had a dim perception of his being ihere, and, 
uttering something which she ought to under- 
stand, but did not. He spoke to heir in terms of 
alfeetioaa, "mnd^, after a little, she recovered, and 
lookii^ slowly about her, said, "Go find thy 
brother, and then, perhaps, thee had better ride 
Hp. to the village, said — inquire,*' she added, in a 
tone below her breath. 

He had not been at the village, neither had any 
ane seoo him,. but all thought, or, said at least, that 
K K 2 
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p^iliaps he would he home that night. It was 
probahle he would. If he did not they must go 
out over l^e country next momihg in search of 
him. Meantime a few anxious individuals niount- 
ed that night and rode out in various directions, 
but neither heard, nor saw anything to report. 
Thus the day closed ! ^ 

Night came on. Night which so much changes 
the aspect of the t whole world; whidi furnishes 
new images to the mind, and new energies to the 
physical powers ; which brings a cessation of cfpre, 
and a release from the burthens we have borne 
through the busy day. 

But it brou^t no x^hange to her ! She could 
not look so &r over the prai];ie as before the dark- 
ness came on,-^the p^rairie over which she had 
looked for many, many hoiirs before ; though her 
eyes scarcely turned from the great waste since 
she sat down. There was but one object, indeed, 
that could have stirred the sense, now blind to all 
others,^ and that came not. 

I said that night brought no change ; and it did 
not. There she sat, sometimes speaking, when 
her sons, or one of the kind friends who had como 
in to be with her, addressed her; but her lips only 
spoke. At length they persuaded her to seek 
some rest She retired, biit lying down it was 
just the same. The position and place might 
change, but these had no relsltion to her stricken 
soul. The connexion between the material and 
the immaterial seemed to have been suddenly sev- 
ered ; and the latter to be existing in a time . long 
past. The body might suffer changes, might grow 
old, or be diseased. - But until the spirit had re- 
leased^ its liold upoQ that point of time, it could 
take no cognizance, of these. 

Mornipg paiQe and ^then hundreds of horsemen 
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ibigilt be seen, ht and neco*, Bcouring the plain, 
looking earefuUy through the groves and copses, 
searcLmg by the banks of strecoos and logs, and 
then raising themselves up) and looking all abroad, 
and then at each other, with countenanpes that 
rendered speech super^uous. 

Another night came and went, and no tr&ce of 
the absent man could be found. They had looked 
for shreds of clothing, for die hat, die , gun, any- 
thing tha^ could give the faintest clue to the awful 
mystery;, but nature refused all evidence, and 
teft them -to conjectures made only more ^painful 
by every disappointment. They had thoughf; the 
a<icidental discharge of his gun might have disa- 
bled him, and they should find him somewhere 
awratting the^arrival of help. A more terrible sup- 
position was, that in this state he might have been 
fallen upon by wolves ! but no traces of any such 
foarfiil catastrophe could anywhere be found. He 
might have faUen into the stream, but all search 
diat was practicable in its then frozen state was 
made— -to no purpose. Other days and nights 
passed, but all ended as they had begun; the 
searcfi wa& fruitless, and at last was gradually aban- 
doned. * What^ more could the utmost kindness 
do t His fate, from the hour 'when He left the 
house virith the gay challenge on his lipS, was in- 
volved in impenetrable mystery. Hope, even won- 
der almost died in the lapse of time. But what 
were her feelings 1 She had returned at last to a 
full consciousness of what had befallen her ! She 
had passed from the doubts, fears, hopes, aiid 
dread of t^he long search, to the terrible certainty 
that she'was vndowed! But how"? That was 
the most painful of all. Had she smoothed his 
dying pillow, had she heard his last kind words, 
it were bliss Compared to her present toiture I 
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The mo6t fearfkl coi^ectureb tliroiigedber agoftxzed 
mind. Death, in his xfiost texrible ai^ect, ietEiDg 
on the helpless yicjdin, was ever before het !^ Raven- 
ing wolved, overwhelming floods, beaiiiu^ mwaj 
their prey despite the fearful struggles rof life; 
or, more terrible still, the slow death hj starva- 
tion, in some possible nook that had escaped the 
eyes of ^ose wiio sought to find her lost husband I 
Oh j who shall ever coaceive the a^ny of that 
period, when to know that she was a widow was 
a small part of the burthen that pressed upon her. 
heart, and made its agony almost palpable ! She 
had friesids with her, kipd, ^ntle, loving firicteds, 
who would have counted no effort too greet, could 
it have assuaged her gri^ But what were these f 
They oould^tell her nothimg. They could not an- 
swer one of the many questions i^ch her heart 
never ceased to make everywhere and at all times. 

Weeks wore away, and though the inquiry 
ceased to be first on the lip when neighbors met; 
and was followed, when mlide, wilb less earnest 
coniectures, still it was alive there, presMiig its 
cankering tooth to the very core of her being. 

^he rude winds of winter at last began to be 
followed, at intervals, by the softer breath of spring. 
Nature began to dissolve her icy fetters on plain 
and stream. The season of Inrds and flowers, and 
universal beauty, which he had so loved, wa^ ap- 
proaching; the season when their hs^py home 
was even happier ; when all its pleasant places 
were pleasanter. What would they be now 1 

On the stream which he had contemplated cross- 
ing, four or fiveteiles below his house, was a milL 
It stood in a pleasant spot-^or woods and waters 
are ever pleasant in the prairie land— «and when 
the wiifter ice had disappeared, and' the fresh bur^ 
then of the early spring rubied along 'within its 
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b^nkn, it ^miB dieeriBg to «e» it oome ^bsbiBg 
past thd mill, leapinr d^ «bim «nd bdarivg along 
decayed logs, Hts of.board and fantasttc branches, 
reanaig, plungiiifg, resting, and anon hurrjing 
along towre madly tkan the waters themaelves. 

Here one sunny Mardi day stood a htd, Wi^tch- 
ingthe frotic aad haste of the stream tsB it ctiried 
and foamed aloBg, when suddenly ti^ tes^niig 
cnnieiit def>osited on the Terge of tlie dam, a large 
object which, at the first glance, he took to be a 
log! Then Uie water atreaming fiom some 4!^ 
peadent fragments, made him lo^ agii^Yi with 
somewhat <)f earnest cimosityl He amnoadied 
to grt a nearer rtewl and t^iein ran «s tar 1% to 
the house! In a fyw momeolis grarttr persons 
app^fl»«d; took the kxng-^lost body; kod it rerer* 
eaify in a fit place ; and made prepaawtion for the 
legal and deceit ^^ereoonies at the occasion* 
ThoQ^ cruelly diisfignred and changed, iit could 
not be mistaken. The strongly marked head 
and &ce wonld have been recognized anywhere. . 

And BOW once moi*e it returned to the home, 
almost as much changed as it»el£ Hiey dared 
not let the widow see. it at first, and as she was 
ever nataent and gentle kn her gnef as well as her 
hfappiness,' she did n6t marmur or attempt to op- 
pose their wishes. At lengdi, en the aacosd day, 
when her mind wa^ calmer than it had been, and 
she had learned to think of bim as they described 
him in a few words, the gentleist they could use, 
as bloated, dark, bruised ! when they had separa- 
ted <from,h^ mind th^ idea of what he had been and 
bro^ht it by the tenderest means to what he was j 
they led bor to bifr bie^. 

There he lay, all tliat she had so loTed in her 
early youth and sober wovmnhood, the fiither of 
her sons, the noble friend and protector of her 
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past life, the tender nurse, and sympadnzing ftiend 
of her ^ck years, her reliance '^hen misfbrtnne or 
sorrow came, her shield, her strong and patient 
friend in die adverse trials that had tran^lanted 
them from affluence in the east to toil and conf- 
"parative poverty in the west ! • 

She looked at him, and die blended emotions that 
had harrowed and torn her bosom since die day of 
dieir parting, were now all resolved into one simple 
and overwhelpiing dde of grief. There was no longer 
doubt, nor fear, nor hope— all had died when she 
looked on the^ mute witness that lay before her. 
And a mighty grief^ diat seemed to strike widi iron 
&ngB into her very heart, took possession oi her. 

They buried him, and she returned to her 
home ! And there, when I saw her several mondis 
after, she went meekly about, discharging her 
daily cares and duties to her sons, and when she 
diought no human eye was upon her, permitting, 
as the only relief her feelings could have, vddiout 
being painful to others, tears to stream silently 
down her pale, du£Pering ^e. I never looked 
upon grieif so touching. 

> And this mother and her two sons w6re all that 
remained of the hxwly we lefb on a forme^ P&go 
in such happy and beautiful relation to each other, 
and the world around them. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

J The return of my husband was now the event 
to which I looked forward. Sixteen mondis of 
perilous wanderings in the wilderness, and upon 
the ocean, were now drawing to a close. His 
arrival had be«n joyfully heralded l]y letters from 
California, and last of all, by the public prints. 
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ann6ucing that it had been in his power tQ save the 
lives, and restCMre the libeities of several of his 
countrymen and Englishmen, prisoners to the au- 
thorities of that misgoverned, but beautiful coun- 

-try. The period of vraiting was prolonged much 
beyond what I had anticipated. Days ran into 
weeks, and summer was drawing US a close, and 

' still he came not. At last the th$d anniversary of 
our depiarted boy's birth, among the last days of 
August, brought him. It was early one morning, 

just after breakfast, that he came into my friend's 
house, following one of the villagers whom he had 

,met in the street, and who could not forbear play- 
ing the startling office, of usher on the occasion. 

I pass over all that followed, the thousand inter- 
esting things to be heard and communicated ; the 
welcomes and congratulations of friends, and come 
to the time but "a few weeks forward, when we 
were pi^eparing to leave prairie land and sever all 
the sacred ties that bound us to those who were 
sleeping in its quiet bosom, and those who stiU trod 
its beautiful surface, full, of life and hopjB. 

We visited JPrairie Lodge and the resting-place 
of those who had been laid in the quiet graves 
near it, two long years before. At that distance 
of time, I could look calmly upon those hallowed 
spots, regarding them as what they really were — 
pne, the tOmb of a woman who had lived, loved, 
and suffered — the othei^, the tiny couch of an in- 
fant, whose tender bud of being scarce opened ere 
it closed again, to bloom in a more genial world. ^ 
They were now objects of faith and hope, not of 
harrowing grief; and it was not ialtogether painful 
to linger over them, and train the evergreens and 
other plants which I had placed there long before. 
The foliage of the surrounding trees and shrubs 
had already faded fix)m the high vigor and pomp 
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of sutomer into the sober and geudo beooty of 
iuittimii^-4be leasoa Mary liail -so mach Wed: A 
few «ko]t weeks, and the learea vrould no mcH:^ 
msde to die^nde wiadi, tbe bixds^ipould bo more 
dance ».. tbe boitgiu above, the meBawjBunshme 
would no kmger stream tbroogh the trewbihig 
caiiopy that solleBBd iti strangser glare iato a Cone 
haranoiiiotts with tbe baiiowed disrader of the 
ftpot. All were depardDg ; and we wete g'O'b^g 
too ; a Jew days woaid see us Hd &reweU to the 
country ia wbicb we bad enjoyed and suflSsTed ao 
much; which stUl contained so nmch of life md 
death, to enchain our a&ctions, and draw iroai 
our hearts in ^6s&&c times stiongioi^ings to b^old 
it once more. 

It was late in aotmnn when i^ bade adieu to 
tba little vfllage in which .our home had been, and 
to the £ew failb&d and beloved friends it contained; 
Yet late aa it was, nature was still dotbed wkh 
the fuU majesty of ber departing grandeur* As 
we rode alowly over tbe high roUmg prairies i^ 
the north toWard our point of embarkation, X 
thought I hflbd never seen the country more mag- 
nificat. It seemed invitii^ us to return. Dwt&iA 
fires, scarcely k^t alive by the gentle winds, crept 
lazily over the great brown meadows, curtaining 
them firop the flood of sunHgbt that filled die up-* 
per air, ixd. just veiling' tbe Hne of the boriaoon, so 
that it seemed an inteominable distance away fixmi 
us, and from all mortal care and toil-*a quiet and 
holy region, wbbre, indeed, earth and heaven migbt 
meet without exalting the loveliness and peace pf 
the ope, <^. lessening those of the other. Never 
was praiiie land more beautiful to us, than m ber 
faretvell smiles. Never were . our hearts more 
deeply Couched by her charms, than in those days 
when we were passing away firom them alL 



The Bttr£ioe of the river^ tiJl our a^vmer hroke 
it into Ibam, was smooch as &e skies n refieete^* 
aiui eves ihen its agitated waters fell off, *s sooq a« 
we had passed ^waj^ into a soft imdolatib^ nioti^, 
that died upon Uie sleepijsg^ shore^ as if the repose 
of oature were too deep to he hrokea h]F man. 
Trees, hcJf disrohed of their IbnemhUiig leaves and 
bathed in sanshine, swayed softly to mi firo^ their 
lon^ anuB re6ected froitt the stiU wat^!B with a 
tiiatmctnesa that suggested the idea )f anodier 
creation ahimhering beneadi i. 

Myriads of wild &»wl sat upon the txaaquil 
etream, chattering in low toi^s, and la^^y disport^ 
ing themselyes in the geiual element. They, had 
been arrested in their migratory flight by the wcmr 
d|:oua beaoty and sofbiess of those days, and now 
lingered in dih still waters, their dreamy rei^ bro- ' 
ken occasionally by the pantiag steamer, and the 
more cruel |^un of the sportsmaii on the shore* At 
long interrs^, these mercilfias soui^ds booined onrer 
ike sur&cQ, apd sent thousands gI geeae, brant, 
and ducks screaitmng into the air, ^r the silent 
wpodft and long line of water re^hoed to the cry. 
These were the only painful features of the scene. 
Nature would have been ahogeth^ lovely and 
gentle in her repose ; but man was there, wUh his 
selfi^ess and cruel^» to mar it ! 

Our route lay through the theatre of many of 
the moat interesting scenes and events in the his- 
tory of the race thai has now almost disappeared 
from ^ese landi^-*^th& olassic ground oi tfa^ west ! 
Legends of mighty d^eds, sue% as make the boast 
of prouder naticn^, fierce hatreds, undying loves, 
su<m as troubadours delisted to sing of the knights 
. of olden times, float over all. these beautiful realms. 

There is the ** Starved Rock ;" its frowning sides 
overlmnging the quiet waters-r^its half«naked sur- 
L L 
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face Btrown with the bones of brave men, tender 
women, and helpless children! The stoi^ns of 
near a century mtye bleached and wasted them 
into crumbling fragments ; for here, so long ago, 
a band of warriors r^reating with their wiyes and 
littl^ ones, took refuge from th^ more powerful 
enemies, thinking to' make their defence good on 
the smaU area, which could only be approached by 
one narrow passage connecting it with the main- 
land. Here they spent many days, .defying their 
besiegers, and laughing at dieir efforts to drire 
them from their shelter. Food they had in plenty, 
and water ran^ at the foot of their fort, two hun- 
dred and .fif)y feet beloi^ them, which they tuised 
in buckets attached -to bark ropes* One aftemooii, 
however, a bucket was let down, but wh^i the 
Indian would draw it up, it was strangely light ! 
Twice or thrice, after i^ooting it a few feet, he 
returned it to the stream, wondering that it did 
not dip I At length, weary at being thus foiled, 
he drew it hastily to the top of the rock. Con- 
sternation seized every bosom ! The rope had 
been severed, and the bucket was gone! The 
experiment was repeated at another and another 
point with the same result ! Where now was their 
hope ? The bade of their rocky fortress was sur- 
rounded by the canoes^ of their enemies ! - If they 
remained, a death mqre terrible than the toma- 
hawks and scalping ki^ives of their foes could in- 
flict was before them. Yet, with their small num- 
bers, and their wives and children there, it were 
madness to ventiue a sally. A council was held, 
at which it was determined by the warriors to 
await some relaxation on the part of their besie- 
• gers, or some interposition of the Great Spirit in 
dieir behalf. Days passed in this fearful condition. 
Mothers with their nursing ini^ts were fumshii^ 
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of tliirs)t. Their babes were starving tojthe^food 
which their exhausted systems coiUd no longer 
iiimish ! Strong warriors, began to look aghast, 
and tremble, as they walked about ! The Great 
Spirit was angry with them ; £ot clouds, charged 
with the blessing they so much ci;ayed, floated 
over them, and poured out their delicious treasures 
on the senseless plains and woods aground, but 
neyer there* The clear river lay stretched for 
miles before ihem, its waters glancing in the sun, 
or maddening their thirst niore fearfully when 
clouds darkened, its checkered surface, making 
them look still more cool and inviting. Nay, it 
ran at their very feet. When the gusty night- wind 
swept^ over it, Qiey could hear the waters faintly 
plash and chime below; and covdd almost in their 
madness have precipitated themselves into them, 
fix»m the fearful height, to revel for one brief mo- 
mapt in their abundance. Sometimes, at the deep- 
est hour of night, a vessel would descend the rock, 
stealthily and slowly, that no untoward contact 
n^ght arouse their cruel watchers, if haply they 
slumbered. But vain and infuriating the hope and 
efibrt. It resulted only in the loss of the vessel, 
imd the more dreadful aggravation of their suffer- 
ings. The terrible watch was never relaxed for a 
moment of the day or night, and the stem sufferer, 
at every failure, could hear the exulting laugh and 
the fierce congratulation of those who had caused 
it. Then they would heighten his agonies by toy- 
ing idly vrith the water, making it splash and leap 
.1^1 the victim could almost see the light bubbles 
dancing on its cool dark surface. Some of the fee- 
bla.women and the children died. But they could 
not be buried. Their bodies were laid decently 
away on the verge of the rock, and then the friends 
sat down to wait till they should follow ! 
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. Ok f what days and nights were those. Mans- 
cles on the Innbs cf the iSree, pmid warrior, the 
lighted dsathfire, ^e flasynr tomahawk wonld 
haTe been his paradise, ccwld he hot have thrown 
himself upon then. To sit in niiQerable inaetiofi 
al) the daj, he who was Hke thef wind in swifkness 
and love of motion ^ to endure the ragit^ Unrnents 
oi tbiTBt aad hunger (fbr the latter had at length 
be^ added to tbdir snflbrings) ; to see his. wires 
and hb jouiig* warricnrs sinking and dying around 
him ; lo ma^ tiW after trial for their renef, each 
ending in ^uhire, more exasperating than belere 
-^^was one ef those feaiibl conditions of human 
beinr, which occur but once in th^ history of ages, 
and fonB in the annals of nations the proy evbUt en^ 
deaces of bravery and -fortitude, to which eownf- 
less ages turn back with pride and exultation. 

At lengthy when the ex^isito torture oouWI be 
no longer borne, and the project of an ignamhi^ 
eus death by slow degrees was the cmly certainty 
before them, they det^mhied on & sally. Seising 
an hour, when those stationed cm ^e landward 
sid^ would least expect a mo^^^nent after their long 
repose, and causing their women and children to 
render redoubled vig^ance necessary at ^e base 
of the rock, they armed themselves, dmd, strong 
in the fury which their &arfbl tutoring had pro- 
voked, issued silently from the retreat ax^ fbU upon 
their foes. 

The contest that followed was bitter as Indian 
hatred and cruelty could make it. It resulted in 
the total route and destruction of the Illinois. 
From that day they were no more seen in council- 
house or battle field. Their name became exdnct 
or was borne only by a few miserable wandeiiers 
£com tribe to tribe. Their bones were lefk to 
crumble on the field, and their enfeebled women 
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mnd cLildref) 3lain witBin the foftrfiBB, whence they 
watched the fatal struggle. 

Such is the legend rf the ** Starved Rock !" It 
is now, in these tamer days, a curious and inter- 
esting object to visitors. Surrounded on three 
sides by the waters of the Illinois, it rears its 
frowning summit two hundred and 6&y feet above 
them. The sides are smooth in many places and 
overhang the base, looking into the dark nairrror 
below, as tranquilly as if they had never formed 
an impassable banier between naortal a|gony and 
all that earth could afford to relieve it. The sum- 
mit of the rock is crowned with vegetation j rich 
grasses and a light growth of young trees render 
Its surface a more agreeable resting-place now 
than when the wretched Indian pined and j^mished 
there in the noonday sun. Fi*om its top it com- 
mands a view of the river for many miles, broken 
only htere and ther6, by interposing trees or the 
gigantic vegetation that crowds its bai^. One 
can imagine the unfortunate Savage standing on it 
and looking out upon those vvaters which hi» light 
canoe had so often paited around him, with a des- 
peration and agony that only the strong pride of 
his race could prevent him iacom uttering m tone& 
of inexpressible anguish. To m^ it was a thrilling 
and feaiful spot* ^ 

But here is Mont Joliet witl^ its fair proportion- 
ed valley, and swift running stream — ^the theatre 
where the good French p^re plante^d the first 
cross ever reared in these sublime solituded. The 

* This rock is about six milMt>elow Ottawa, on the east side 
of the Illinois. It projects far into ihe stream, and is connected 
with the.inainliBnd oy a narrow passage whkb could lie dtfended 
by a few men ^ against thousands. Thither a band of the Ilhnois 
retreated, after a severe engagement at the north, when pursued 
by (heir more powerful and numerous enemies, the Pottowata- 
i^es, and then occurred the pain^l scene ctescribed above. 
26 ^ L L 2 
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tale is longer than I can tell, but it is a beautiful 
one— beautiful in its exhibition of exalted virtue> 
and its connexion with this lovely spot. It is one 
of the most glowing of those old legends that en- 
rich the past. The past in the prairie land ! What 
romance, what mystery, what uncounted volumes 
of thrilling interest 6leep in its mighty bosom! 
Into these majestic solitudes, ages ago, came the 
wandering trapper and the solitary, self-sacrificing 
missionary. . Here they lived, alone and humbly, 
among the proud sovereigns of the land. Their 
rude cabins were constructed beneath the ^rests 
that bordered the streams,^ and there, upon the 
margin of the still waters, the former sprung his 
trap, and the latter, clad in his long, coarse gown, 
the symbol of his fkith and calhng pendent at his 
girdle, preached, for the first time in these vast 
domains of nature, the doctrines of the Cross. 

Seasons came and went ; tender spring,. glowing 
summer, ripening autumn, stem winter; and in 
them all was wondrous beauty or impressive ma- 
jesty ! From fort to solitary fort they fioated on 
streams, thousands of miles in length, winding their 
lazy ways through a country unparalleled in fer- 
tility, beauty, and grandeur. Forests, >na^ificent 
in their richness, sublime in their loveliness, hung 
upon the margins. of these l-ivers, their dense foli- 
age peopled with myriads of gay, glancing birds, 
their dark mazes occasionally threaded by the 
startling catamount and panther 1 Passed diede \ 
and plains, not less impressive in their vastness, 
stret^ed out before the eyes of the toyageur, dot- 
ted with countless herds of the bufialo, the eljc, the 
deer,«nd the antelope, feeding upon their peace- 
ful bosoms. The gaunt wolf, stealing silently 
among them, hiding by day, and sending his dis- 
mal bowl into the silent hours of night, added a 
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Striking feature to the strange joyoiisness of such 
wanderings. 

Nor were these journeys less impre&sive when 
undertaken by land. Their way from post to post 
lay in the narrow trail which the Indian had trod 
from time immemorial. Day after day they wan- 
dered over these, plains, and night after night slept 
upon their bosoms, beneath soft skies and genUa 
winds. Sunset and twilight, such as Italy would 
bo^t, ushered in their slui^bers ; and the grouse, 
with his mournful matin song, aroused them with 
the dawn,>nd sent them on dieir way with hearts 
swelling in unison with the world-wide peace and 
joy of natdre ! 

What marvel, if they never wearied vrith telling 
the wonders of their new home ! What marvel, if 
they spread its fame to far lands, and were content 
to die, away in its deep solitudes 1 What marvel 
was all this ? Streams, whose course was equal 
to a quarter of the diameter of the globe, were 
stretched around them ; storms, whose fearful 
wrath made the firm earth tremble, gathered and 
burst over them;, sunshine and winds, birds an<) 
animals, flowers and fruits, such as only the fairest 
regions of the old world would returh to unsparing 
labor, were here i^ead over half a contment ! 
What marvel, if, amid these, they felt t^at lan- 
guage wa4 too poor for their emotions, that fable 
could not exaggerate them ] 

Amid this magnificence they lived — alone with 
the ** untutored Indian," sole lord and sovereign of 
it all. And wild and free was their life, with its 
abundance — ^its great untried resources — ^its bound-^ ^ 
less variety. One may well conceive that, vrith 
minds such as they possessed, it was the realiza- 
tion of their highest ideal. But it was destined to 
"^Miishl The second era of civilization dawned 
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eT€T these majesdc tBalms, and its light dispelled 
their dream. ^ 

While the streams were yet unvexed by the im- 
petucMM steamer, and the bearer and otter dwelt 
unseared in their early homes ; while the forest 
tracts were yet dark with the unbroken foliage, 
iaid wide plains, over which ag6B were destined to 
roU before plow or spade should mar their beauty, 
lay spread around diem ; came softly, one by one» 
the white^topped wa^dns o£ the early emigrants. 
They bad left the dense forests of CHiio and Penn- 
sylirania, the undulating hills of Kentucky, and the 
old homes of Virginia, for the new apd n^ore hope- 
ful country which adventurers assured them lay 
beyond. BefOTe them the Indian would retreat, 
and his white ftnend must €ol\ow. The bond thst 
linked htm to his kind was between him and the 
red man. He had Hved in his lodge, shared his 
hospitaHb^, smoked his pipe, united in his hunts, 
scaled W enemies, and cemented still inor6 
strongly their bond of union, by marrying his 
daughters. What had he in common with the cul- 
tivator of the soil, though wearing a skin of the 
seme color? What had he not in common with 
those who redred to make way for him ? 

Here nature would be herself no longer. All 
her former aspect would fade away beneath the 
despoiling hsod &at labor would lay upon her 
charms ; and they must fl^ to other regions where 
the spoilers hod not come; their old haunts by 
stream and woodside were forsaken; the tooke 
no longer ascended troro their solitary forts and 
vOlages ; the rank grass overgrew their well worn 
traUs, and the solitude of their familiar places was 
deepened by every object which showed thj^ man 
had been there and departed. 

Slowly, and with many regrets and painful yearn* 
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tugs toward tbe land wkieh time and association had 
8o nnieh endeared, thej wended their way to the yet 
unbroken realms between them and the setting sun. 

Scarcely less a disdnct race than these, were 
their saccessms^ Their former Hves-«-exposed as 
eome of them had been by contiguity to savage 
neighbors^ reared as others were in dependence 
upon slare labor, and accustomed as all were to 
the plain subsistence afforded by only partial in- 
4a8try-*r-kad begotten in th^m a love of ease, an 
unrestrained freedom which the new country was 
well calculated to foster; 

To labor with the steady perseveraaoe which 
anticipates its rewardp*^p toil for the gain which« 
elow iii accumulating, smiles only on the later 
years of life, was not their mission. Why should 
fi-eemen do this, when nature was inviting them 
by «ttch poqip and fiMcination, to come abroad 
with her, and enjoy eveiy passing hour. The 
first leltier could net li^e for fkom her; a rude 
cabin and a sing^ field were all that he could 
brook of separation ; more than tiiese were bur- 
^ensom^ to the spirit, and reduced ixeemen to 
elaves ; more was unnecessary itt his new condi- 
tion. We have already beheld him living thus, 
content as if palaces rose around him» But a dark 
ehadow soon fell «pon his hoBM. Files of earnest 
men, with hard haftds and severe, ealcula^nr faces, 
pressed toward it from the east Tales of its beauty^ 
Its grandeur, its freedom, its wondrous fertility^ 
have reached their far firesides and ro^y fields ; 
and they are pressing forward to see if such things 
really are. When their eyes rest upon the glori- 
ous plains and gigantic forests, they exclaim, ** This 
#as no dream 1 Here is all that we looked for, 
and more than can be described ! We will bnild 
eur homes here/* 
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They sat down beside the second son of natare« 
They fenced the plain adjacent to his field; they 
built aw cabin, more finished than his ; its smoke 
was continually ascending before him ; their axe 
•was heard in the neighboring grove, and the brave 
•old trees^ that had tossed their arms in the storms 
of ages, fell and were piled into lofty bams, that 
were visible wherever he went. If he chased the 
deer or hunted the grouse, or vras returning from 
a visit to a neighboring settlement, there they-stood, 
the first olpects that greeted his vision ; a blight 
upon the fair scene whose free aspect he had never 
thus marred. They struck his sight unpleasantly. 
He liked not these crowded ways of Bving, nor 
the busy sounds that floated with the mornings 
light from his neighbor's home, npr his earnest toil 
in field apd wood, nor his large crops, nor any-- 
thing, in shoit, pertaining to his toilsome life. The 
countiy was less pleasant than it used to be, when 
there were no buudings, no fences, no living things 
in sight but his own and nature's. 

He begins now to contemplate the possibility 
of following those who fled before him, and Bven 
while he is doing it, comes his neighbor's friend 
or brother, and proposes to bargaui with him for 
his cabin and field! Now indeed, it is time for 
him to betake himself to a land of liberty. When 
the Yankees, not content with curtailing his free- 
dom, his veiy breath of life— not content with 
crowding around him, and making a prison of his 
home, come and ask for that home itself*-lhere is 
no longer any alternative. Everything admonishes 
him that the time of his departure has come ! He 
therefore gathers his few worldly goods, and these, 
except his horses and rifle, are more than he wishes 
they were, and ttunas from his deserted hearth- 
side to seek atnore congenial spot, where IndustrY 
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and trade have not yet despoiled the fair earth, 
or crowded it with busy, thriving homes. 

And now in his place succeeds a permanent 
population. His old haunts and pleasant ways 
are trodden by men, who, while they cast a care- 
less eye upon the flying deer, count' the resources 
of every acre which he scorns. 

Broad farms open as by magic on the blooming 
plain; stately houses take the place of the solitary 
cabin; and industry, that counts her gains, has 
stretched her transforming arm over all the fair 
land. The wild, the free, the mysterious, are 
fading beneath her touch. But a power is grow- 
ing up where they vanish, before whose might a 
continent may tremble. Who shall define the 
limits of its growth] Who shall conceive what 
intelligence and moral purpose may do, when they 
seize upon resources such as these, wherewith to 
consummate their energies. 

Lands, boundless in extent, exhaustless in fertil- 
ity, lying under every variety of cUmate from the 
tropical to the arctic ; accessible in all their parts 
by continuous water-courses of magnitude unpar- 
alleled on the globe, containing so much to stim- 
ulate the nobler faculties and gratify the senses ; 
30 much that is calculated to induce a high state; 
of physical developement and fine perceptions of 
the beautiful; the grand, and the true ; lands whose 
primeval glory, when it shall have become ancient, 
will form the theme of the poet and glow on the 
page of the historian ; though too feebly sung and 
written to convey to future ages what the present 
feels. It must be the theatre of a life larger than 
human prophecy can foretell ! 

When the tide of intelligence shall have swept 
fi:om the green barrier on the east, to the bald, 
beaven-reared wall that stretches aloitg the west. 
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and from the nortbem lakes to tlie gulf; when 
the remote tiibutaiies of the great streams shall 
have become the commercial channels of the vast 
regions which they drain ; and territories equal in 
extent to empires renowned in history, and sur- 
passing the gatdens of the old world in fertility, 
shall be overspread by a free brotherhood, united 
as to the ereat purposes of hie, and pursuing them 
under a Imeral and fostering policy — ^then will be 
presented the phenomenon of a life, of whkh we' 
can have now but a fiiint conception. The pent-up, 
famishing legions of £urope may find room and 
abundance here, when they shall have burst the 
fetters that bind them there ! And here may future 
tyrants behold how great, and good, and strong, is 
man when left to govern himself; free from want, 
from oppression, from ignorance, from fear ! 

But we are departing from prairie land L The 
bright waters of Lake Michigan dance around our 
steamer. Blue and dinj in the distance, fkdes the 
mellow-tinted shore^ its long faint outline trembling 
in the golden haze of the Indian summer ! Fare« 
well ! land of majestic rivers tmd flowering plains 
— of fearful storms and genial sunshine — of strong 
life and growing beauty ! Glorious in thy youth 
—great in thy maturity— mighty in thy age — ^thou 
shalt yet rival the eastern lands of heroism and 
song, m the worship and a0ection of man ! Thy 
free plains and far-reaching streams shall be the 
theatre of apower and intelligence never yet wit- 
nessed ! Thy countless acres shall glow with 
checkered beauty and hum with busy life, when 
the generations of those who love thee now, sleep 
in thy peaceful bosom V Land of the silent paat 
and stirring future, farewell ! 

THE END. 
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the high estimate placed upon .the woric by the London Atkenatim and 
Blackwood. If the Harpers continue to fill their new library with sterling 
works like the present, it will pjresent the most truly valuable series, yet 
the cheapest, ever attempted in any age or country.— JSoentf^ Gaxette. 

The only authentic biography of the great composer that is extant in the 
English language, and the events of his career are replete with useful ad- 
monitions uid warning to the sons of genius, and they whisper to those 
whose present claims are not allowed that there is a future full of promise. 
In his life Mozart was neglected and impoverished, and he went to his 
grave with more than the bitterness of death crowding on his thoughts, 
but fame has taken possession of his memory, and among those who move 
as gods in musical art, few are equal to him, none are superior. This bi- 
ography possesses an intefest for all who feel interested in the great men' 
of the earth. It is not only remarkably well written, but has a complete- 
ness about it we have never found before in any life of MozMH.—Lommitto 
Journal. 

There is such a charm in this narrative, that the lovers of good biography 
can pot hear of it too soon. We can not conceive a more fascinating story 
of genius. To a style which would alone have sufficed to the production 
of an interesting and striking narrative, Mr. Holmes unites a depth of 
knowledge and musical appreciatimi very rare and remarkaUe. We thaitk 
him cordially for a most pleasing addition to our standard biogra^cal lit- 
erature.— Exomtiier. 

The book is one of extraordinary interest, not merely to the lovers of 
moeic and appreoiators of the great composer, but to the general reader, as 
a Tivid picture of the life of a man of genius, who encountered all the dif- 
ficulties, trials, and sufferings usually the lot of genius when it comes be- 
fore a worid incapaUe of appreciating it, and indifferent to its welfare. The 
domestic portions of the book are invaluable ; his relations to his father and 
his wife are very beautiful. The work is admirably executed, as well in the 
scientific as anocdotical passages, and is worthy of the widest sale<— ^eiof. 
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The rnurtJcal Artroi 

COBfPBISING ILLUSTRATIONS OF LIGHT AND COLORS ; 
PRACTICAL DBSCRIPTIONS OF ALL KQTDS OF TSL- 
S9COFB8, &C^ WITH ]&B8CRIPTITB AGQOUNTB OF 
THE EARL OF ROSSE's LARGE TELESCOPES, AND 
OTHER TOPICS CONNECTED WITH ASTRONOMY. 
BY THOMAS ai C K, LL.D*, 

AUTHOm OF THK ** CHSISTIi.N PHILOSOPHEB," *' CBLSSTIAL SCEN XBT,* 
**THB SIDKBKAL RBi.TBIfS,'' Ac. 

100 EsgrsviBga. lamov MusUb, extra giH, 50 eeats. 

The namt of the dif tinguished aothor of thif wait w » snfficieat pu»- 
port to pafeftio fiiTor aad a sore guarantee to it« eterling valae, aad thoee 
who hare read Dr. Dick's former works will need no racommeadatinn q£ 
this book bj us. He is not only an original and profound observer of na- 
tore, b«t tnly a most excellent CkriHian pbtkeo^er, wheee powers of ia- 
talUet and expanded views of the character of the gMat Architect of the 
uaiveree are so eiiaemly calealated to divset the niad not alene to Hia 
gnadenrt the nsagi^oeaoe, and svhHmi^ ef the lawe and princijries ef 
Ae Bsaterial world, bat to look throogh aatnre vp to ** Naiore^a God.** It 
ia trnljr a valoable work. — Fmnmtr aad ICtcftaniff. 

The merits of this work are of the highest order; Didc is one of the 
profoondest and purest of modem philosophers. — We$tem CmttutetU, 

Here ia the ninth volome presented by this gifted anthor io the poblif ; 
he aim of aU of which has been to simplify sciences which before have 
been too often considered as every way above, and therefore unworthy of 
the attention of ordinary readers. It is spiecially addressed to private sta- 
dents and the higher schools, and comprises a lar^ amodnt of new and 
valuable matter connected with astroncmiy, and pointing out ways in which 
the more humble student can in the best way improve the advantages placed 
ia his way.— ulv6ttni Journal. 

Let not the inquisitive fear that the intricacies of science or the techni- 
calities of language will obstruct the plea^re tiusy will derive from tha 
study of this book ; for the clearness of the author's style, aad the elucida- 
tion of the one hundred engravings, render it within the sc<^ andcaaipia- 
hensioB of every intelligent student.— /ndiM/rtai Record. 

The copious use of engravings and of pictorial iUuetrations, together with 
the J^aia, popular explanations, render this book a truly praeiieai wyirk. 
Dr. Didi is not only thoroughly scientific, but he kaovra weu how to reader 
his acquisitions available to the great body of ooounoa naders, tqr his ao^ 
eorate method and dear descriptions.— W ^ a fe fawa a . 

We hava alwsya be«i an admher of the writings of this gentiemaB, aad 
pcmularity keeps on his side wherever he is known. He is a profound 
thinker and adevout Christian. Hie works all tend to illuatrate the simple 
as well as the suUimest principles of philosophy^ ami^ wlits they instruct* 
can not fail to enl^hten. The present volume comprises iUustratioos ei' 
light and colors, practical descriptions of all kinds o( teleaoopes, the use of 
the equatorial-transit, circular, aad other astronomical iastramenta, aad 
other topic* oonneoted with iMtrcmomy. It is illustrated by 100 Mwrav- 
iitgs, and will be found a most valuable book for all classes, but partieakriy 
as a wQik of instrucUoa for youth.— /Utu^ra^ed Mtagaofint. 
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